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QUESTIONS. 


[28th Mab., 


'MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERIH^RY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’We Mr. TsmiztMfdfti Khan): (a) (i) Yes. 

4 V . 

(it) No. I am not aware of any scarcity. 

• . 

(b) In his report, which is now under consideration, the Fishery 
Expert who made a survey of Bengal fisheries last ‘year has indicated 
that certain legislative measures may he desirable for the better develop* 
ment ancl conservation of the sources of our fish supply. His recom- 
mendations are being examined and Government propose to take suit- 
able action when final decisions have been reached. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the district of Faridpur there is any scarcity 
or not? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It is a relative term, Sir. 
Sometimes there is scarcity, sometimes there is abundance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the scarcity atToct you or Mr Tamizuddin 
Khan ? 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Both 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Ron Mile Minister he pleased to 
state if there is any non-official Bill before this Rouse for the develop- 
ment of fishery in the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Ron ’hie Minister be prepared to 
tell us if the provisions of that Bill will serve the purpose of bettering 
the condition of fishery? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That quest ion does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state when the report referred to in (b) is expected and 
whether it will be available to the general public or only to the members 
of the legislature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The report has already 

been submitted. Whether it will be available to the public I cannot 
say off-hand. •* 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: When will it be published? 

Tbe Hon’ble 6lr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: T cannot say off-hand.’ 



m POINT OP ORDER. [30th Majl, 

Mf« DHIRENDRA NATH OATTAs Sir, it has been done in the 
United Provinces. 


Mf« SPEAKER. Yes, I know that, but I am not prepared to do 
it here. 


The Hen’bJe Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, I want to 
take up the objections of Dr. Sanyal to this Bill first. I know that 
there is not much argument behind his motion. He wants to oppose, 
and he wants to take up the first opportunity of showing that he has 
risen in opposition to this Bill. The month of March is still continuing, 
eo there is no question of retrospective effect. In all these taxation 
measures, it is usual, Sir, to put 1st April as the date of the liability 
of the tax, as has been done in the case of the Bengal Amusements Tax 
and in the case of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax, and this is also the 
practice with the measures of the Central Assembly. 

Then, Sir, I feel that it is not necessary to say much in reply to the 
arguments of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas because he has merely appealed 
to the Coalition Party to accept his views. He voiced the sentiment 
expressed in the Bengali couplet : 

“Swnrt fm ctm m fansfc — zrv 

His argument is “though you belong to the Coalition Party, I am 
your friend, I am giving you right advice; whether you wii’l accept it 
or not depends on you. I want to say that that will be to your benefit”. 

Mr. Uhirendra Nath Datta has said that I have forgotten my old 
days and so I do not know how poverty pinches in the case of those whose 
income is Rs. 2,000 and over. Sir, it is because I remember it too 
vividly that I have decided, in spite of various discussion and various 
insistence on me, to exclude those with an income up to Rs. 2,000. Sir, 
I know there is a great difference between an income of Rs. 2,000 and 
that of Rs. 50. Eighty per cent, of the population of Bengal live on an 
income of Rs. 50 or Rs. 60 and we are constantly reminded of that faot 
by my friends on the opposite. It is because I know the difference an 
income of Rs. 2,000 makes compared with an income of Rs. 50 or Rs. 60. 
I consider that although Rs. 30 orf an income of Rs. 2,000 may be a 
little hardship, it is not such a hardship as cannot be borne. Those who 
have got an income of Rs. 2,000 have been paying income-tax for the 
last few years without much complaint. Every tax is resented by 
everybody ; even the Bengal Chamber of Commerce tried their level best 
to reduce the income-tax rate; even millionaires try their level best to 
reduoe the income-tax. I know those who have got an income . of 
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Rs. 2,000 have protested against and resented the payment of income-tax, 
but I have not seen anybody who has failed to pay this tax. This year 
also a person with an income of Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 3,000 will be paying the 
same amount, as he has been paying for the last 3 or 4 years, with only 
this difference that the amount will now be distributed between two 
Governments, namely, the Central Government and the Provincial 
Government. Up to Rs. 3,000, he will not have to pay one pice more 
than what he was paying all these years. That is the reason, Sir, why 
I have not been able to accept the motions of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta 
and others on the Opposite side in spite of Mr. San tosh Kumar 
Basu’s arguments. 1 know, Sir, that professional men nowadays are 
passing through great difficulties. But I do not think that those who 
have got an income of Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 3,000 a year even in the 
profession under the existing condition of things, will not be able to pay 
this Rs. 30 to the provincial Government. 

Mr. Basu has said that in some towns, people are paying profes- 
sional tax to the municipalities. Sir, there is a great difference 
between the municipal tax and the provincial tax. Municipal tax is 
given in return for some amenities which people are getting and this 
municipal tax is not a new tax. They have been paying this along 
with the income-tax for the last few years. Even if it is considered 
very much burdensome, the proposed tax is not going to add to the 
burden, it would qply mean that the present condition will continue. 
So, I am sorry, I have not been able to accept the suggestions made by 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta fir$t insisted upon raising the taxable 
limit higher, and in the second set of amendments he moved for 
reducing the amount of tax which seems to me to Ije rather amusing. 
He is always insisting on socialism. He wants to remove social 
inequalities and this taxation method is one of the ways by which 
social iniquities are sought to be corrected. He himself has said on 
various occasions that the income of the rural population is very low. 
Eighty per cent, of the population live on agriculture and their 
income is very low. So if you want to equalise, if you want to have 
social justice, you can do so by this sort of taxation. When you 
cannot impose graduated taxes, you should not stand in the way of 
such taxation. There must, be jome adjustment between an income 
of Rs. 2,000 and that of Rs. 50. Because I cannot touch an income 
of a lakh of rupees, that does not mean that I should not touch an 
income of Rs. 2 k 000. Out of 40,000 tax-payers* in Bengal, 13,000 
come under the category of those having an income of Its. 2,000 and 
Rs. 3,000. If you exclude them, you exclude about 33 per cent, 
of the assessees. When you have large orders for arranging For milk 
and honey overnight, you must realise that you will have to pay money 
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■ ;V ' (7) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(8) Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed, 

(9) Mr. Kiron Sankar Boy, # 

(10) Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report as early as possible, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at four, was then put 
an d a greed to. _ — — _____ 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8AHYAL: Sir, at this stage may 1 rise on 

a point of order? I draw your attention, Sir, to section 88 of the 
Assembly Rules and Standing Orders relating to motions where it is 
stated in sub-section ('J ) : “A member who wishes to move a motion 
(other than a motion for which a specified period is otherwise pres- 
cribed) shall give notice of his intention to the Secretary ten days 
before the meeting at which he intends to move the motion : Provided 
that the Speaker may, in his discretion, admit at any time any motion 
at shorter notice than that prescribed by any order or may admit a 
motion without notice.” 

I submit, Sir, that if the previous motion was a motion as a whole; 
the question of short notice with regard to a part of it could not arise. 

Either the whole wate a motion or a part was a motion hy way of amend- 
ment to the original motion. Of course, now that the voting has 
taken placfc . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I quite see your point. But the position is that 
it is not this motion but, in its substitution, another motion with the 
addition of two names. That was admitted on short notice, and Dr. 

Sanyal knows that I was a lawyer for some time! (Laughter.) 


Maulvf AZHAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think Mr. Syed Abdul 
Majid belongs to the Opposition. 

• 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, just at the 
time when this motion was put to the vote, I heard the Chief Whip of 
Government saving that he did net recognise any other party, or the 
Opposition. May I know’ through you, Sir, as the Hon’ble Speaker of 
this House, as to what right has that gentleman to say that he does 
not recognise any other party P 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should be very glad if my friends on the left 
and my friends on the right will keep me out of these controversies. 
So far as mv functions as Speaker are concerned, it is my duty to give 
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proper status and recognition to all the parties and groups in the Oppo- 
sition : and, in pursuance of that, I think, honourable members will 
realise that, throughout the time that I have been the Speaker of this 
Mouse, I have been trying to establish a convention that the Opposi- 
tion should be given its proper place. I have recognised the Congress 
as a party because it consists of such a large number of members that 
it ought to be recognised as a separate party; I have recognised the 
European members as constituting a party ; I have recognised the 
Krishak Proja members as forming a group and not a party, because as 
regards a party, T have in mind a certain number of members. 


Or. NALINAK8H A 8ANYAL: May we know, Sir, what is that 
number ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It is 25. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How is it then that Mr. Jat.indra 
tNath Basu is considered to be the leader of a party ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER! Don’t be impatient, please. Mr. Basu belongs to 
a group and not to a party. Further, there are sub-groups. A group 
or sub-group may consist of evpn five members. For certain purposes, 
J have to recognise the Labour members, though they constitute a 
minority, as a group, because labour represents a definite interest, and 
that is why I have recognised it as a group. But whether the Govern- 
ment Whip recognises any party or not is a matter with which I am 
not at all concerned. 


Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
There was no question of recognition of any party or group. I was 
only referring to the past practice, and I said that we have so far dealt 
with the Chief Whip of the Congress party as the Whip of the 
Opposition. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1988. 

• 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg leave 

«f the House to introduce a Bill further to amend section 52 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Aot, 1885. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to move 

that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 
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T\ heir th<* Amnta Bazar Patrika published the famous letter of Sir 
Mortimer Durand regarding the contemplated Government intervention 
in the affairs of the Kashmir Durbar in connection with Gilgit, the Gov- 
ernment of Lord Dufferin thought it proper to enact that Official Secrets 
Ait, and, Sir, since then, tor the last ♦>() years, that Act has been con- 
sidered sufficient and effective for the purpose of guarding much more 

• important secrets than the secrets ot a subordinate government like the 
Government of Bengal. (Mr. Ti lsi Chandra Goswami: Petty personal 
secrets!) Sir, my friend Mr. Goswami says: “Petty personal secrets”. 

\ es, they aie so. d hat is an apt expression to describe the secrets 
of the present Government of Bengal! But, as L was saying, Sir, the 
existing Official Secrets Act, which has an all-India application, 
has stood the test of time and has been found adequate to guard much 
more important secrets, viz., the secrets of the Government of India, 
regarding military and naval affairs, secrets regarding relations with 
Foreign States, secrets about civil affairs, such as financial policy ami 
measures, and not excluding of course other civil matters of moment 
and importance — matters of confidential nature the publication of which 
is likely to injure vital public interests. Yet the Bengal Government 
has not thought it fit to.explain how that Act has suddenly been found 
inadequate or why a further measure is required to punish those who 
offend against the provisions of the existing Official Secrets Act. Sir, 

I may tor the purpose of elucidation refer here to the comprehensive 
nature of one sub-section, viz., sub-section (V) of section d of 1 lie Official 
Secrets Act. That* sub-sect ion , Sir, stands thus: “When* a person 
having possession of mi\ document, sketch, plan, model or information 
relating to any fortress, arsenal, factory, dockyard, camp, ship, office, 
or other like place belonging to Majesty, or to the naval or military 
or civil affairs of His Majesty , in whatever manner the same, has been 
obtained or taken, at any time wilfully communicates the same to any 
person to whom lie knows the same ought not, in the public interest, 
to he communicated at that time, he shall be liable to the same punish- 
ment as if he committed an offence under the foregoing provisions of 
this section,” in other words, to punishment with ‘‘imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or with both”. 

Now, Sir, what are the “civil affairs” referred to here: There is a 
definition of “civil affairs” in the Official Secrets Act. “Civil affairs” 
under the Act mean affairs “affecting the relations of the Governor 
General in Coiyicil with any NiAive State in India* or relating to the 
public debt or in the fiscal arrangements of the Government of India 

* or any other important matters of State, where these affairs are of 
such a confidential nature that the public interest would suffer by their 
disclosure”. 

So, Sir, this Act ought to be in the opinion of all reasonable persons # 
sufficient to check the communication of official secrets. But, how coulik 
this Act have fallen short of our Government’s objective? Of course • m 
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the objective of the Government of Bengal is not vet, fully disclosed 
On a comparison, however, we find that very important qualifications 
which are there in tirn Indian Official Secrets Act have been omitted 
so far as his Bill is concerned. This Bill proposes to bring under its 
purview the publication, if unauthorised, of “any unpublished official 
record relating to any affairs of State or any matters derived therefrom 
or any comment thereon, etc”. That means the very important safe- 
guards that are there in the Official Secrets Act, viz.', that it must be 
a evil matter of moment, it must be of a confidential nature and again 
of such a confidential nature that the public interest will suffer by 
its disclosure, all those safeguards have been either forgotten or pur- 
posely done away with. How far the vindictive scheme of the present 
Government has gone will appear also from clause 7 of the Bill That 
the Government contemplate that then, should be two-fold punishments 
for such persons as are found guilty cannot be denied. Clause 7 says 
~ m this Art shall he deemed to prevent anv person from 

being prosecuted under any other Law for anv Act or omission which 
constitute* an offence under this Act“. So far, therefore, as the present 
Hill is concerned, it proposes that double punishment may be inflicted 
on those who may be found guilty of publication or dissemination of 
any State document or information. Not only (hat: it provides even 
for multiple punishment. In fact it proposes no end of punishment 
for those who may be victims of the official wrath of the Government of 
Bon gal. 

Here. Sir I would invite the attention of this House to clause'-! 
Sub-clause (/) of clause 4. says- “On demaiid by any authority 
empowered m this behalf by the Provincial Government, it shall he 
the duty of any person convicted of 7m offence under section 3 to give 
in writing all information in his power relating to such offence” • and 
sub-clause ( 2 ) adds: “Whoever fails to give all such informal as 
aforesanl or gives any such information falsely shall be punishable 
with imprisonment which may extend to one year or with fine or with 
both . So it will be seen that with the first conviction and punishment 
there will be no end of troubles of these persons. First of all, they 
will be punished for publishing the so-called official secret. Secondly 
hey will be again punished for not disc losing information that may 
lead <o further disclosures. You will see, therefore, that there will 
be conviction upon conviction of the same person under the different 
provisions of this Bill. A Bill of such a drastic nature ought not to go 
into the statute Book without consulting public opinion and without 
thorough examina%n of all the provisions of the Bill from various 
points of view. And in that view. Sir. 1 have propped that the Bill 
be circulated for eliciting public opinion. That my motion js not 
really a dilatory motion will be apparent from the fact that I have put- 

elicited <>th 118 ^ '^ a,e V which public opinion will have to be 
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Calcutta. We are the friends of the hungry people; we havfe sold our 
shirts, our links and everything in order to help these unfortunate men”. 
There were red hags in some places and the shouting of slogans. In 
other places there were abuses hurled as usual on the Chief Minister. 

All these go to show that the object was mainly political. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 3ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if at any stage any of these so-called leaders or the 
organisers of hunger-marches or any individual hunger-marcher himself 
acted in any way which was against the law? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government con- 
sider that whole of it was unconstitutional. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I hope I)r. Sanyal, you will be very short. I 
understand you are going to Puri to-night ! 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of the statement or threat held out that Govern- 
ment will not be coerced by such methods, how public opinion or the 
opinion of illiterate and ignorant masses of the rural areas will be 
recorded when they find themselves in helpless condition — whether they 
would go to the Subdivisional Officer or the Collector or whoever may be 
near about ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This is not the 

first occasion when the people are in need of agricultural loans and relief 
from Government. The people in ihh mufassil are fully aware of what 
effective methods they can take rather than taking recourse to unconsti- 
tutional methods. There are the union boards, the elected represen- 
tatives of the people in this House and on the district boards and local 
boards through whom they may approach the Collector, the 
Subdivisional Officer or the Circle Officer for help. These methods had 
proved successful in the past and it was absolutely unnecessary to take 
recourse to these unconsitutional methods. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the unprece- 
dentedly liberal policy adopted by Government regarding agricultural 
loans, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the average amount 
per head granted to each cultivator in the districts that have been affected 
by the 1938 floods?' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not possible 
for me to work out what the average is, but certainly the total amount 
shows that the Government’s help was very liberal and the total amount 
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madan).] 

F.*Jul Qadir, Khan Bahadur M&ulvi. -[Chittagong North-West 
(Muhammadan).] 

•r Rahman, Mr. [Jamalpur East (Muhammadan).] 
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T 

Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. [Faridpur West (^luhammadan).] 
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Proceedings - of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tiik Asskmm.y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 28tlj March. HKK), at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker ((lie Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. A/.iZUl. Haque, C.l.E.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 201 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral ap»wers were given) 

Pro- Nazi Propaganda by the members of the German Club in Calcutta* 

*289. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home (Political) Department aware — 

(&) of the existence of a Club called the German Club in Calcutta; 

(b) that conscious pro-Nazi propaganda is carried oil bv its 

members within and outside this Club; and 

(c) that people of other nationalities are sometimes invited to their 

Club to listen to Nazi pfopaganda^ 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPAgTMEV (the Hon'ble. 
^fhwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b)^°. . 

(o) Persons of other nationalities nre understood to he invited to the 
Club from time to time. 

2 
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QUESTIONS. * 


[28th Mae., 


Mr. PR9MATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to (a) will 

the /Hon’ble Jfinister l>e pleased to state if it is a social or political 
ClnbP 

The Hoifble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: As far as 1 am aware .tit is 
a social Club. # 


« 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the aims and objects of this Club? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a social Club. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any watchers or officers of the Intelligence Branch, 
C. I. D., have been posted to watch the affairs of this Club? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not that I am aware of. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to (h), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of finding out whether 
they are carrying on any pro-Nazi propaganda? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think there is 
anything to justify our taking any such step in the matter. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
. pleased to state if he is aware that political discussions are carried 
.. in that ClubP 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 


Conduct of officers of the Cossimbazar Wards Estate in Gaibandha 
subdivision, Rangpur. 

*270. Maplvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that officers ^ 
the Cossimbazar Wards Estate in the Gaibandha subdivisioa in the 
district of Rangpur are taking signatures from the tenants and jotedars 
residing in Haripur, Kapasia and other Union Boards on blank papers 
under compulsion? 



. QUESTIONS. 


S 


1989.]' 


* (6)*lf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, § will # the How’ble 

itihister be pleased to state what is the reason therefor P • 

( c ) What steps, if iny; do the Government propose to take in tho 
^natter? • * • 


% MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoV Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) No. 


(b) and«(c) Do not arise. 


Establishment of Criminal Investigation Department (Intelligenoe 
Branch), Bengal. 

• 

•271. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay on the 
table £ statement showing for the present time in respect of the Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Criminal Investigation Department, Bengal — 

{a) the number of permanent Sub-Inspectors; 

(b) the number amongst them who ure (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 

(c) the number of permanent Assistant Sub-Inspectors; 

(<1) the number amongst them who are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 

(c) the number of permanent watchers; and 

(/) the number amongst them who are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims}* 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not prepared, in the 
public interest, to supply the figures asked for by the hon’ble member; 
but for his information, I may inform him that the percentage of 
appointments, as between Hindus and Muhammadans, is as follows: — 



Hindus. 

Muham- 

madans. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Sub -Inspectors 

91-6 

8 *4 

Assistant Sub -Inspectors 

77-7 

22 -3 

Watcher constables 

a * 

90 *4 

9 -6 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 0 to 
^tate what is th^ difference between figures am? percentage ? • 

Tift Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Figures give you the 
actual number of persons employed whereas percentage give you the 
relative position of Muslims and Hindus in the # service. 
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QffESTIOKS. 


[ 28 th Mae:, 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: With reference to, (e), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there are any temporary 
watchers as well and if so, what are their functions? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

o 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to submit that since the 
issue of watchers is involved in this question, does it limit us to perma- 
nent watchers only? Is it your ruling? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The original question was with regard to perma- 
nent watchers and reply to that has been given. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
explain what is the significance of “public interest” due to which he 
is not willing to supply the figures asked for by the honourable member? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will refer the honourable 
member to the dictionary to find out the meaning of the expression 
“public interest”. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the H on’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the percentage of Muslims is so low in this department? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to explain the significance of the expression “public interest”? 
! think it is not only the dictionary meaning of the expression that is 
.cant but it means something else, namely , to bide the departmental 
:tairs. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the lion ’hie Minister be pleased to 
late the percentage of the Scheduled Castes in this Department? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. I may point out in 
ibis connection that although at the beginning of this session, I allowed 
>ueh supplementary questions, now J find that the muni ter of supple- 
mentary questions on 'the percentage of different communities is ao 
numerous and the question of percentage of one community is so differ- 
ent from other communities, that I find it necessary to stick to certain 
rules in this regard. I shall be glad to admit separate questions on 
such matter. 
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QUESTIONS. 


m Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Sir, I beg to*draw your attention 
to the fart that whenever «any member of this House* asks for any 
important information, the Hon’hle Minister evades the reply by saying* 
that ft affects public interest. So it is very difficult for us to interpret 
wtfht sort of public interest it is. May we know if you will permit 
such important information to be shut out from the honourable mem- 
bers who aje entitled to know them. The Hon’ble Minister is hood- 
winking us in this respect. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have no information of the facts, so 1 cannot 
say whether he is hoodwinking or not. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon hie Minister he pleased 
to consider the desirability of enhancing the proportion of Muham- 
madans in this department? 


Mr. 8PEAKER : That question does not arise. 


Recipients of scholarships for medioal training in foreign countries. 

•272. Mr. PATIRAKfROY: (a) Will the llon'hlc Minister in 
charge of the Medical and Public Health Department be pleased to 
state how many students received scholarships for foreign training last 
year amongst — 

( i ) Taste Hindus; 

(ii) Scheduled Castes; and 

{ill ) Muslims? 

(b) Is it a fact that no Scheduled Castes candidates were selected? 

(£) Is it also a fact that in the present year the Surgeon-General of 
Bengal Hid not recommend a single student of the Scheduled Castes for 
foreign training? 

(dt) How many scholarships are there in the present year for medical 
training in foreign countries? 

(e) Arc the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the number so as to give at least four such scholarship^ to the students^ 
^ef the Scheduled* Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the MEDICAL and PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Kfian): (a) There is no 
provision for* scholarships for medical students for Imparting foreign 



QUESTIONS. 


[28rq Mai., .• 


c 

0 ‘ 

• 

Garbing. The hon’hle member evidently means study leave granted # to 
officers of the Bengal Medical Service. Study** leave was granted in 
<1938 to three Muslim Bengal Medical Service officers and the ordinary^, 
leave of a caste Hindu Bengal Medical Service officer was converted into 
study leave as a special case. 1 

(h) Yes. There was only one applicant belonging'to the Scheduled 
Castes for such leave but he was ineligible, not having completed 5 
years' service. 

( c ) No final recommendations have yet been made by the Surgeon- 
General. 

( d ) There is provision for study leave for three Bengal Medical 
Service officers in the present year. 

(e) A scheme for giving facilities to an increased number of 
Bengal Medical Service officers for study abroad is under my considera- 
tion. The case of any applicant belonging to the Scheduled Castes 
will be sympathetically considered by me but no reservation as suggested 
seems to be possible. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: With reference to (b) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that the candidate 
who had not completed 5 years’ service at that time has completed 5 
years this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not know how he 
stands at present, but he had not completed five years when he applied 
last year. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’hle Minister 

pleased to say if it is possible for him to give out the name of the . 
•'•didate who applied for this foreign training? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want notice. 


Attachment of estates by Government in Dinajpur district under 

Cess Act. 

•273. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
:.arge of the if e venue Department be pleased to state whether it is t v 

(i) tha/ in the district of Dinajpur, estates are being attached 
under sevhon 99 of the (’ess Act; and 
(it) that theif management is being taken over by Government? 
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1 


( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state-*- 
(t) the names of sucfi attached estates; and 
(it) the periods of their attachment in each case? 

% 

The Hon’ble 8 it BIJOY PRASAD 8IHCH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) And (it) — 


Names of estates. 

«■» 

(1) Gobindapur 

(2) Bahamankunda 

(3) Dakshineswar Do hotter 

(4) Jagaflal 

(5) Jamalpur Wakf 

(6) Kanohan 

(7) Dinajpur Raj 

(8) llaripur 

(9) Ghatabil 


Dates from which attached. 

25th September, 1937. 

23rd April, 1934. 

24th September, 1937. 

23rd December, 1937. 

18th June, 1938. 

21st June, 1938. 

25th July, 1938. 

Oth September, 1938. 

1 5th Deeoml>or, 1938. 


Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: With reference to (/>) (i) and (?i), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the estate of Hahamankunda 
has been under attachment tor si^eh a long time? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Very likely a large 
amount of cess is in arrears. 


Cess credited to District Fund from the Khas Mahals in Noakhali. 

•274. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the H on ’hie Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the years 1935-36, 1936-37 and 1937-38 in the district 
of Noakhali — 

(a) the total*amount of cess credited to the*l)istriPt Fund from the 
Khas Mahal; 

• 

* (6) the approximate amount of the cess realised separately from 
the Khas Mahal estates of Sandwip, # Hutiya and Ramgati 
cij cles ; 
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( c ) the amount paid to the District Board during the period by the 

Govprnnlent as 1$ per cent, special* grant for the construc- 
tion and improvements of roads, etc., in the Khas Mahal 
area; and ' 

(d) the amount actually spent by the District Board during f the 

period for construction and improvements of the roads in the 
Khas Mahal area of the three islands (to be shown 
r separately) ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement' is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 274. * 

1935-36. 1936-37. 1937-38. 

Rb. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. • a. p. 

(a) Total amount of cess 
credited to District Fund 

from Khas Mahal .. 40,961 0 2 46,076 12 10 31,620 0 4 

(b) Amount of cess realised 

from the Khas Mahal 

circles of — 

Sandwip .. 7,668 8 & 6,999 3 4 5,384 13 11 

Hatiya .. 8,951 15 0 9,612 5 4 7,787 0 4 

Ramgati .. 12,053 13 9 12,932 14 5 9,788 3 5 

(c) Amount paid to District 

Board as 1£ per cent, 

special grant for roadH 
and communications in 

Khas Mahal areas .. 12,049 0 0 13,513 4 0 12,448 5 0 

?) Amount spent by Dis- 
trict Board on roads and 
communications in the 
Khas Mahal area of — 

Sandwip 3,205 4 0 3,967 12 0 3,331 5 0 

Hatiya 11,208 2 0 8,100 10 0 6,4^7 8 0 

Ramgati 3,029 11 0 2,225 12 0 1,457 5 0 

Relations between Bench and Bar Jn the Civil Courts of Pirojpur, 
Bakarganj. 

•275. Srijuf NARENDRANATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Ron’ble 

:l mister in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

( i ) that* the strained relations between the Bench and the Bar in 
the Civil Courts of Pirojpur (district Bakarganj) has been 
continuing as such for several months past; w 
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• * 

• # 

* (it) that representations have been made against the local Mtftisif 

* and the ministerial staff by the Bar Association, Pirojpur; 

and • 

(Hi) that the litigant public are finding it difficult to get justice? 

. % 

(b) Is it a fac^ that the record in M. S. No. 2783/38* of the 2nd 

Munsif Court, Pirojpur, has been missing for some time? 

• « « 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to trace 
the record? 

(77) If no steps have yet been taken, do the Government consider it 
desirable to take proper steps in this matter v 

(e) What steps have the Government taken or do they promise to 
take for restoration of the moral atmosphere at Pirojpur in the interest 
of the litigant and public in general. 


MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): By the courtesy 
of the lion ’hie the Chief Justice 1 am able to replv as follows: — 

(a) ( i ) Yes. Relations were strained in June, 1938, but in 

December. 1938. the District Judge, Bakarganj, reported an easing of 
the tension. • 

(ti) Yes: t lie local Bar Association made representations against the 
Munsifs at Pirojpur to tin* District Judge. Bakarganj. The High Court 
has no information of any representation against the ministerial staff. 

(in) No. The District Judge reported in December, 1938, that 
“except for the soreness of feeling suffered by three or four junior 
pleaders the litigant public in general and the Bar as a whole were not 
"Suffering”. 

(b) Tfie Court has no information. 

(c) ai*l (d) Do not arise. 

( c ) The District Judge has been asked to report in the matter when 
he has finally dealt with the representations of the Bar Association. His 
report, is awaited. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: With reference to answer 
) (/V), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what w r ere the 
grievaiyes of the Bar Association against the Munsifs? 

• 

The Hofi’Me Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AMN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice* 
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Mr. DHIRENDfRA HATH DATTA: With reference to answer (b) 
that the Court Iras no information, will the Hobble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Court referred to therein is the 2nd Munsif’s Court? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadurs 

No, the High Court. f 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference to answer 
(in) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he thinks that the 
whole of the local Bar Association was not affected? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the High Court was informed of the fact that the 
record of the Case No. 278-1/ *18 was missing when this question was 

put? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The High Court has no information that it is missing. It may be there 
even now and the information that \ am getting may be wrong. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: My^question 'was whether the 
allegation that the record of a particular ease in the Second Muusif’s 
Court had been missing was brought to the notice of the High Court 
by the Ilon’ble Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou want to know whether a copy of the allega- 
•<»n was sent to the High Court. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

: take full responsibility for the answer given here, but 1 believe the 
*igh Court is perfectly right when it sa\s that it has got no informa- 
•on. If anybody has been affected by missing of any document he may 
;>ply for a copy and if he docs not get it he may bring it to the notice 
• 1 the High Court. Probably Mr. l)utt has not read the first part of 
be answer where I say that by theccourtesy of the Hon’ble the Chief 
• ustice 1 am able to reply as follows. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister b^ 
pleased to state whether he is in possession of the fact that led to the 
relations being strained lx*tween the Bench ami the Bar? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise 
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Mr, DHIRENORA NATH OATTA: Will the %'n’ble kinister.be 

pleased to state whether ’any enquiry was made from the Munsif* of 
Pirojpur about the allegation that the record of the Munsif’s Court 
wjui massing? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

You ought to know that this is the business of the Uigh Court. All 
judicial work is directly under the control of the High Court. # and hot 
of the executive department. The High Court was referred to by us 
an(f the information we give is nothing hut n eopv of what we have 
received from the High Court. 

W. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to have an enquiry made as to whether the document referred 
to was missing or not!'' 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

My friend wants me to interfere in a judicial affair, if he will give 
me all the power to do so I will gladly exercise that power, but T 
believe legislation is necessary. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will tin Hon ’hie Minister be 
pleased to state if Jhe missing of a record of a ease is a judicial matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8H ARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Of course. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will tlx Hon* bit* Minister bo 
pleased to state the reason for the soreness of feeling suffered by three or 
four junior pleaders? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Fish scarcity in Bengal. 

•276. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: (a) Is the Ilon’hle Minister 

in charge of *the Agriculture and Veterinary Department aware — 

(t) that fish is one of the principal food of the people of Bengal ; 

and • • • 

ttt\ihat fish is gradually becoming scarce? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate undertaking legislative measures witlf a view to removing 
the scarcity?* 
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TtoProvinoial Hindu Confertino* in Khutnt and oonduot of 
Muhammadan processionists on the occasion. • 

* *277. aj/HARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) la the Honblc 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware that on 
the 19th February, 1939, just after the Bengal Provincial Hindu Con- 
ference was over, a Muhammadan procession moved round the cmifer- 
ence pandal Shouting slogans “Death unto Hindu Muhusubha“t “Deoth 
unto Savarkur”, “Death unto Moonje”, when Dr, Moonje had Wen 
addressing a vast Hindu audience inside the pandal? 

(2r) Did the procession secure any police licence V 

•(c) If so, why did not the police regulate the route and stop 
slogans ? 

(d) the procession did not secure any licence, why did not the 
authority stop it or take steps against any breach of the |>euce? 

(e) Is it a fact that the procession was led b\ two Muslim 
M.L.A.’s. ? 

(/) Is it a fact — 

(t) that jx'tition for licence was refused ; 

(ii) that the procession w r as organised; and 

* • 

(Hi) that the police did not take an\ steps against the organisation? 


The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It appears that on the 
19th February, 1939, the District Magistrate was informed by a letter 
that a procession would 1 h* led along certain route in Khulna, the route 
selected passing by the side of the pandal. The District Magistrate 
jpformed those who proposed to take out t he procession that no proces- 
sion could start without i>ermission. Permission was ultimately given 
to take out the procession by a route which would avoid the pandal 
wher£ the Bengal Provincial Hindu Conference was being held and it 
was deci8ed that a procession licence would be issued for that route. 
While this decision was Wing arrived at the procession composed of 
some 3,000 Muhammadans started and jKissed the pandal. Both Maulvi 
Abdul Hakim, m.l.a., and Kban^Sahib Hamsher Rahman, ex-M.r.c., 
were observed in the procession. The arsons in the procession shouted 
the following slogans : “Hindu Mabasabha dhangsa liouk”, “Savarlfar 
Dhangsa houk”, •“Moonje dhangsa houk’\ The profession was not* 
stopped as the officers on the spot were unaware of the results of the 
discussions that were being held with regard to the taking out of the 
procession. 

The Inspector-General of Police has ordered an enquiry to W held. 
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< Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie 
pteased to state whether the officer in charge asked for the licence to 
he fchown to Jtim? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The matter is under 
enquiry. * ” • 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plfeased to state if it is a fact that the procession in question was taken 
out without a licence P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refe* the 
honourable member to my answer. 

e 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Do the Government consider 
the desirability of proceeding legally against those persons responsible 
for taking out the procession without a licence as they did agkinst the 
persons who took out the Burdwan procession for Kali immersion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The latter part of your question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; The first part is there. Wont 
the Government consider the desirability of proceeding legally against 
those persons responsible for taking out the procession without a 
licence? " 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is difficult to express 
an opinion until the report of the Inspector-General of Police is 
available. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is admitted that the procession 
was taken out without a license. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister in effect says that it 
is very difficult to come to a conclusion until the report of the 
Inspector-General of Police is available. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Was it not the express 

intention of the District Magistrate that no processioh could start 
without permission and was not the procession taken out in violation 
of his express desire P« t 

v. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that until Government are in full possession of all the facts it is very 
difficult to express hn opinion. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA gANYALl Will the Hobble Minister • be 

phased to state if it is Government policy to gamine proposinons 

through departmental report and to postpone the ope At ion of law in 

cases where some members of the Coalition Party are involved? 

*» 

% * 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Miniate* be 
pleased to state whether the fact which he admitted that the procession 
had started without the consent of the local police and that the police 
took no action against the processionists, was not sufficient to call for 
an explanation from the police of Khulna? 


Mr. 8PE AKERS i am very sorry to say that though your inten- 
tion id* in order, the form of your question is not in order. The long 
and short of your question is why no action was taken. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Besides that 1 want to include 
this. The II oirbl e Minister has already admitted that the police knew 
that the procession came without a license and yet they did not take 
any action. 


* Mr. SPEAKER: In other words, why was not action taken by 
the police in spite of this statement of fact? 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have already 
stated the Inspector-General of Police has called for a report as to how 
this had happened and until that report is obtained no action can be 
•taken. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased state what are the points of enquiry which have been ordered 
by the Inspector-General of Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8URENJ3RA NATH BISWAS: Will the flon’ble Minister 
*be pleased to state whether it was not the duty of the police officer to 
stop Ae procession when it was passing by him? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise 
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*Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANDALS Will the Hon’ble Minister 
« be ^pleased to state, whether the police took any steps to disperse the 
procession ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have said it is 
very difficult to state what exactly happened, but evidently there nas 
been a mistake made and I am not in a position to c gi ve any informa- 
tion until I have seen the report of the Inspector-General of Police. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the additional facts which he wants to have 
elicited besides those mentioned in his statement before he proceeds 
to take action? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has been answered. 

8j. N AREN DR A NATH DA8 GUPTA: Knowing that the District 

Magistrate did not pennit the procession why did not the police officer 
stop that procession P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise, because the police 
did not know what transpired. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Knowing that the District 
Magistrate did not give any permission, when they were taking out the 
procession by that route, I mean by the side of the panda, it was 
incumbent on the part of the police officer to stop it then and there. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the whole matter 

was being discussed ill the bungalow of the District Magistrate and 
the police officers on duty were not aware as to what had been decidecf 
there. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Double Minister 
be pleased to state whether the discussion in the District Magistrate's 
bungalow does away with the necessity ot taking out a procession with 
a licence? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly not, but as 
'I have said they were trying to come to an amicabie settlement. It 
was known to the officers that an amicable settlement was being 
attempted and therefore very likely there might have been some mistake 
made, and perhaps they might have thought that these people might 
have obtained . some permission. 



. QUESTIONS. 


* 17 / 


Daulatptir Agridlltural Institute.' 

, •* • . 

* *278. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Will the tf*Ale Minister in 
charge of tl^e Agriculture and Veterinary Depatttnent l>e pleased to* 
lay on the (able a statement showing for the DuuLatpur Agricultural 
Inltitute — 

• 

(i) the expenditure incurred np till now; 

(ii) the* number of students under training at present ^t * the 

Institute ; 

{Hi) the districts the\ come from; 

(iv) the numbej of Muslim students at the Institute; 

# (v) the names and qualifications of the teachers of the college and 

their pay ; and 

(rt) the monthly average exjienditure incurred for all pur|K»ses as 
• against an\ income from whatever sourced 

(b) Are there any sjiecial lacilities for the Muslim students? 

(c) If so, what are those facilities ? 

(d) Ilow do Government propose to jwipularise the institution ? 

{e) Have the Go\crnment received an application from the Princi- 
pal of the Instituted 

(/) If so, what is his pra\ei in the applicution Y 

(g) Are the Irovernmflnt considering the desirability of cheating 
stipends (special or otherwise) to attract Muslim students? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(6) There are no sj>ecial facilities for Muslim students. All 
students have equal facilities. 

'* (c) and (/) Do not arise. 

(d) There appears to he no necessity for Government action in this 
behalf. Considering that the Institute is still in its early infancy the 
progress so far is not unsatisfactory. 

(e) No. 

( g ) Not at present. 

Statement referred to in the. reply to starred question No. 278+ 

(a) (i) Rs. 2*45,677, vi*— 

Cost of land — Rs. 66,372. 

Cost of buildings — Rs. 1,59,086. 

Establishment and running expenees-^R*. 20,219. 
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Number of students. 
... 10 
... 4 


1 

2 
1 
2 

l 
1 

Total ... 29 

(tv) 6. 

(i>) Names and qualifications of tin- teachers — 

Mr. S. 1*. Hose, n.sc. (Wales) in Agriculture, 
with about f> \ ears’ experience in India — 

Principal , 

Babu Dinesh (Chandra Das. Holds the Indian 
diploma and 10 years’ experience in the 
Calcutta Co-operative Milk Union — Profes- 
sor of Dairying 

Babu Nirmal Chandra Muzumdar, u.ao. of 
Poona. Worked as Agricultural Expert in 
Sir Daniel Hamilton’s Farm at Gosaba and 
has considerable exj)erience in teaching — 

Professor of Agriculture 

Babu Hemendra Kumar Se^i, b.ag. (Nagpur), 

Specialised in Horticulture — Professor of 
Horticulture 

Babu ifubindra Nath Shome, Graduate of the 
Bengal Veterinary College 
«* 1 , 

(in) Rb. 1,000 approximately against an average monthly income of 
approximately Rs. 50t). * 


Pay 

Rs 

200 

100 

i 

100 

100 

60 



(ii) 29. * 

(Hi) District. 
Khulna 
-liarisal 
Jessore" M 
Dacca 
Burdwan 
Murshidabad 
Mymensingh 
Sylhet 
Chittagong 
Faridpur 



• QUESTIONS. 


t m.] 


* • 

Local Board Elections in Midnaporo district, 

* 


id 


*279. Mr. P. BAHERJI: (« ) Will th^Hon^ble^Miuieter in cnarge 
)f the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to ^iate why out 
>^he*five subdivisions in Midnapore, the Locah*Hoard election tqpk 
dace in four subdivisions ? 

(b) Why # no election was held in the Jhargram subdivision P • 

( c \ Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on the day of the scrutiny 
the. Returning Officer declared that the election from the Jhargram 
mhdivision was postponed? 

(d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what were the 
ipetial reasons for such postponement ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to Ntate what are the 
reasons for the continuance of the present District Hoard for an 
ndefinite period ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the con- 
stitution of the new District Hoard is likely to be effected. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRA WARDY (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Nawab Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) to id) The election 
o the Lo< a I Hoaid in the •Ihaigiani subdivision bad to be postponed as 
jrovemment ueic advised that a < oiisiderahle part of the subdivision 
)eing covcied ncilhci In Ranehayati Unions nor by Village Kelf-Govern- 
iient I'moiiv, m> \ n 1 it! decimal roll could be prepared and published, 
indei Mile 2-‘> of the Klcctinn Rules under the Local Self-Government 
\ct, for bidding the election in this subdivision and that any election 
leld on the basis of an illegal roll would be invalid. 

(c,i The District Hoard cannot he reconstituted until the reconsti- 
tution ol all the Local Hoards in the district is complete. 

(/) Government are considering the measures to he taken with a 
riew to expediting the reconstitution of the Jhargrarn Local Hoard and 
die District Hoard will be reconstituted as soon as possible after the 
reconstitution of the said Local Hoard 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAIT # I: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be 
deased to stat£ when the lost Local Hoard election was held ? 

The Hon’ble ML H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : T want notice. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
deased to state if he is aware that rule 22 of the Tx>eal Kelf-Govejn- 
nent Rules applies only to the publication of the electoral rollP 
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VMr. SPEAKER: As the Hon’ble Minister in charge is not present 
here, I think c the' supplementary questions may be postponed till- to- 
morrow. * „ 

The HonlHe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am prepared to «an|p»r 

supplementary questions based on facts, but I can hardly reply to any 
question relating to interpretation of law. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Rule 22 says that the list of 
voters shall be prepared at the office of the union concerned, and yule 
25 is concerned only with the publication of the voters’ list and not 
its preparation. The relevant rule is 22. I am therefore asking the 
Hon’ble Minister if he is awnie of the fact that rule 22 relates to the 
preparation of the voters' list. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The hon’ble, member 
may have legal advice in the matter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the electoral 
roll so far as the Jhargram subdivision is concerned, had already been 
prepared ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T think no valid electoral 
roll could be prepared because there were no paipdiaveti unions nor 
village self-government unions. 

Mr. KI8H0RI PATI ROY: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether any legal advice was taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yes, Sir, legal advice 
has been taken. 

Mr. KI8H0RI PATI ROY: May we know, Sir, whether the 
Advocate-General was consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think we went 
as far as that, but we have taken the advice of our legal advisers. 

Mr, P. BANERJI : Will the ‘Hon’ble Minister be . pleased to give 
,us an approximate idea of the time by which a reconstitution of the * 
board is possible? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Even if steps were taken 
to amend the rules now, the elections cannot be held before 9 months 
pass under the rules. As to what should be the constitution of the 
new rules, it r has not yet been decided. I may inform the hon'ble 
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member that the Chaukidari Committee is also eonsmerinff tne quest/m 
regarding the establishment of village self-government unions in 
Jhargram subdivision, and I think that interference is not desirable 
until the report of the Chaukidari Committee is published. 


Mr. P. BANERJI : Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
if the whole matter is being delayed on account of the establishment 
of union boards in that area? 


*The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY: l cannot go as far as 

that, but it depends largely on the report that the Chuukidaii Com- 
mittee will submit. 


Frequent changes of text-books in primary and secondary schools. 

•280. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (<n Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(n of the frequent change of text-books in the primary and 
secondary schools; 

(it) that students of those institutions have to purchase new hooks 

every year; and 

• # 

(in) that students who are not promoted to higher classes are also 
• required to purchase new hooks P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Ilon’hle Minister 
considering the desirability of taking steps in the matter to reduce the 
educational expenses of middle class and poor boys? 


• MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (thi 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Books are chosen by the authorities 
of the # schools and not by Government. Instructions are being issued 
to all Oqyerntnent and Government-aided schools that changes in text- 
books for individual classes must not he made more frequently than 
once every four years without the approval of the Inspector of Schools. 
Government have no control over unaided schools. 

(b) Does hot arise. 

Raa HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Win the Ifon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that hooks have to he selected by the 
school authorities from out of the lists approved by the Director of 
Public Instruction and whether it is a fact that frequent change in the 
list of approved text-hooks necessitates frequent change in the text- 
books of schools P * ’ 
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VThe Hon’ble iftr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have received complaints 

to that effect, end i nm examining the whole question. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is the Hon’ble Mjnistgp 
aware that if the text-hooks are not frequently changed, teachers do not 
take any interest in teaching? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

8urgeon Superintendent of Mayo Hospital, Calcutta. 

•281. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : («> Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Medical and Public Health Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) whether recently the post of the Surgeon Superintendent to 
the Mayo Hospital was thrown open to independent medical 
practitioners and advertisement sought for the same; and 
(//) whether there were suitable Indian candidates for the post? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the name and 
qualification of the person who has been appointed? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware thaf there is a teeling over the 
non-appointment of an Indian to the post? 

(d) Are t lie Government considering the desirability ot investigating 
into the matter and of taking stejxi that in future claims of suitable 
Indian candidates are considered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMiZUDDIN KHAN: The Mayo Hospital is 
not a State institution but a prviate institution to which Government 
make an annual grant-in-aid. The management of the institution vests 
entirely in the Hoard of Governors and Government are not, therefore, 
in any way responsible for appointments of members of the staff of this 
institution. Recently there was a vacancy in the post of Surgeon 
Superintendent to the Mayo Hospital which was hitherto occupied by 
Lt.-Cbl. Kirwun in accordance with a very old arrangement and I am 
informed that the Hoard of Governors have appointed ’Dr. F. H. B. 
Norrie, m.u., ch.m. (Aberdeen), f.e.c.s., (Edin). M.n. (Aberdeen), 
, o.b.j*;., from aipongst, many candidates including seyeral Indians. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the post of Surgeon -Superintendent 
of Mayo Hospital wh> vacant a** a result of certain action taken by the 
< Government? r 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of th/. 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Hoard of ( fovernors of this insti-* 
Snjioti require the approval of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That may be so. 

* • • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that there are a mnnher of ex-officio 
members on the Hoard including’ the Chief .lustiee and the Surgeon- 
General ? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Ye>. 

Dr^NALIN AK8H A SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Ministei he pleased 
to state it it i> a fact that some of these c.r-officio memhers who were 
also Government scrvanfs, were responsible lor this appointment!' 1 

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not arise 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit, it does, Sii. Govern- 
ment have lesponsibilit v in the tormation of this Hoard and some 
members who art* on the* Hoard ate functioning there as e.r-officio 
members and therefore their action is the action of tin* Government; 
they are not there as individuals hut in their capacity aH Government 
officials. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sonv, 1 cannot agree with you. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my submission is that it is a 
very important question of principle. If Government servants are 
functioning there, they are doing ho not as individuals hut because of 
their, official position, and therefore their action ionic* within the 
purview® of the J/cgislatuie, and certainly, the Non’ble Minister can 
reply to that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I quite realise your point. Hut I do not think that 
under the present Constitution \ can make the Government responsible 
for the action of any official member nominated by Government to ally 
Board . • 


Df. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Does th.* Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of revising the conditions for the grant to this institu- 
tion in view of the facts mentioned in the representation to the 
Government P* • • 
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Vhe HoiVble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

» < 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if be is aware that there were very many reputed Ipdian- 
Surgeons who were applicants for that post, and that their claims wer6 
not properly examined by the Board and that the Board practically 
conspired to put in Dr. Norrie? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, that is a reflection on the conduct of 
the Board. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: J am reflecting on the conduct pf 
the Chief Justice also, not as Chief Jutsiee hut as a member of this 
Board. If the Chief Justice has functioned as a judge, we cannot 
question his judgment, but when he is acting not in the capacity of a 
judge but as a member of a board and does something which is against 
public interest, I submit that his action can be questioned. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot, T am afraid, do that. That is a 
question of interpretation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are considering the desirability* of reconstituting 
the Board and revising the rules regarding grant of money to this 
institution ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN <KHAN: I have already answered 
that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that in the Mayo Hospital by far the largest'"*' 
number of contributors are Indians and the members are mostly Indians, 
and those who are recipients of medical aid in that medical institution 
are also Indians? 

I 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Largely so. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASKEMY: AVill the Hobble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the number of Indian candidates for the 
post and the nuipber of. Indian candidates who were granted interviews? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There were severaLIndian 
candidates. • 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I want the (pact number. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot give the ex^&t 
number off-hand. • • 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
b^^leased to tell us the amount of annual grant given to this hospital 
by Government? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Ks. 35,042. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to that portion of 
the answer relating to the qualifications of the new Superintendent, 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if it is a fact that this 
doctor was serving in a European Jute Mill and that he was sacked from 
there for misconduct ? 

Mr. Speaker: t hilt (|Ui*stioii doos not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All riffl.t, Sir. the “misconduct 
portion’ ' of my question mav he left out. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That i^ not tin* mils thing. Your question must 
arise out of the original question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAftYAL: My question is this: As regards the 
qualifications of the new Superintendent, the ITon’hle Minister says in 
his answer that he is an M.B., fh.M. (Aberdeen), etc. I submit that, 
apart from that, he has got anotjier qualification, viz., that he was 
serving in a European Jute Mill. Thai is his hesl qualification, and I 
also say, Sir, that he was sacked 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 submit, Sir, that it is 
only fair B to point out that I)r. Norrie enjoys a very great reputation. 
(Laughter. ) 


Union Board dispensaries of Rangpur. 

•282. Mr. 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon'lde Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and* Medical Department he pleased to 
state — . 

(a) how many Union Board dispensaries are*there fn the district of 
^ Rangpur; 

( b ) which of them, if any, have received Government grant in the 

current year; and # 

(c) how piuch each of the dispensaries has got? « 
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V The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Twenty-five. 

(6) and (c) Eighteen "Union Board dispensaries liave received grants 
from Government in current year at the rate shown against each in 
the statement laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (h) and- (c) of starred 
question No. 282. 


Us. 


Saidpur 

Fulchari 

Barahazratpur 

Mirganjhat 

Chaitrakole 

Birat 

Nakailiat 

Debpur-Durganatli 

Kamdia 

Badiakhali 

Gagla 

Kutubpur-Nahalipara .. 

Balua-Buroala 

Tambulpur 

Itkumari 

Hatibandha 

Mogalhat 

Bonarpara 


500 

500 


250 


250 

250 “ 


250 


250 


250 


250 

250 


250 


250 


250 


250 

250 

250 

250 

250 


Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Uon‘hle Minister be pleased 
to state why the rest of the union board dispensaries were not given any 
grants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Most probably because 
their applications have not Iveen considered by the Civil Surgeon, 
r < 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In view of the fact that the Bon’ble 
Minister is sympathetic towards union hoard dispensaries, will he please 
sanction some funds to them? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a request for action. 
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Matriculation District Scholarships to Noakhali 'district 

•283. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (a) Will the Hon’ble* 

in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of recognised high English schools in the districts 
of Murshidabad, Palma, llangpur, Nudiu and Noakhali; and 
(n) the number of district scholarships awarded on the results of 
m the Matriculation Examination and allotted to those districts? 

( b ) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the number of high English 
schools in the Noakhali district has increased in recent ^ ears ? 

(c) If so. are the Government considering the desirability of allot- 
ting two scholarships to the Noakhali district as before? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (<n (?) The total number 
of recognised high schools during the \ear 1938 in the districts was 
Murshidabad 27. Pabna 31, Rangpur 21. Nadia 39 and Noakhali 38. 

(it) Third grade junior scholarships are allotted bv Divisions and 
their distribution among the districts of a Division varies every 
year according to the number of passes in the first division from each 
district in the preceding t \ear. The number of scholarships allotted to 

the districts in 1938 was as follows: — 

* 

Murshidabad ... ... ... 2 

Pabna ... ... ... 2 

Kangpur ... ... . 2 

Nadia ... ... ... 2 

Noakhali ... I 

( b ) Yes. 

($) The vpiestiou does not arise in view of the answer to {u ) (?’?). 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Will the Hon’ble Ministej he 
pleased to consider the desii ability of distributing the third-grade 
junic i scholarships allotted to each Division, district by district, not 
according to*the percentage of passes from each district, but according 
to the number of school* in each district? • 

• • • 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I could not follow the 
questidh . 

Mr. SPEAKER: He says fhat under the present system scholarships 
are granted according to the number of passes in eatfli district and he , 






Fines realised for petty cases in Police Courts, Calcutta. 

•284. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and legislative Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the years ^936-37, 
1937-38 and 1938-39. fines realised for petty cases from — 

(1) Hawkers, 

(2) Rickshaw-pullers, and 

(3) Bullock cart drivers; and 

in the — 

(1) Bankshall Police Court, 

* (2) Jorabagan Police Court. 

(3) Sealdah Police Court, and 

(4) Alipore Police Court? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

Bank shall and Jorabagan Police Courts. — Figures for fines realised from 
(1) hawkers, (2) rickshaw-pullens, and (31 bullock cart drivers are not 
available as these are not separately kept. 

Hawkers and bullock (‘.art drivers are generally fined under section 
66 of the Calcutta Police Act. 

Total fines realised in petty cases in North Division Court are shown 
below — 

Rs. a. p. 

1936- 37 ... ... 35,347 0 9 

1937- 38 ... ... 32,886 15 9 

1938- 39 (up to December 1938) ... ... 19,198 14 t 9 

Figures for South Division are not available as these are not 
separately kept, but are shown in the registers along with judicial fines 
\n serious cases. * 
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•* 

Rickshaw-pullers are fined under the Hackney damage Act (Rof 

leifl). • 

Total figures of fines realised under that Act are shown below — 
South Division. 


• 

Rs. 

a *. P . 

1936-37 

... 13,758 

1 3 

1937-38 

12,402 

6 9 

1938-39 (up to December 19381 .. 

... 5.949 

9 3 

North Division. 

11136-37 

... 6,150 

8 3 

1937-38 

... 5,745 

14 6 

1938-39 (up to Decenibei. 1938) 

2.258 

4 9 

Seahhih Police Court. 



1936-37. 

1937-38. 

1938-39. 

Rfl. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Hawkers ... # 8,281 

7,741 

6,928 

Rickshaw-pullers* 3,272 

2,683 

1,040 

Hu Hock cart drivers* 2,951 

2,370 

1,844 

Alipore Police Court. 


1930-37. 

1937-38. 

1938-39. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Hawkers ... 9 7,515 

6,992 

6,792 

Rickshaw-pullers* ... 1,055 

1,030 

836 

Bullock cart driverst ... 5,269 

* 4,524* 

3,621 


•figures in this lino include the fines realised from hackney carriage driven 
alio as separate figures are not available. 

f Fines realised from buffalo cart drivers are also included in the figures in 
this line as separate figures for bullock carts are not available. 
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,Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wl}at are the general charges against the rickshaw- 
pullers for which they are charged? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that there is a schedule 
fines? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: No, Sir. I want to know what 
are the charges for which they are convicted. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

You can go to a court and find out for yourself what are the charges. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are maximum and minimum fines which are 
imposed on the rickshaw-pullers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is gi ven in the Act itself. 

* Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: So much fine has !>een realised 
from riekshaw-pulleis that they may extend up to Rs. 1,000. That is 
not my point. I only want to know \\h;.t are the maximum and 
nflSlniinum fines which are imposed on rickshaw-pullers. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

C again repeat in \ request that the hon’ble member should go to a court 
and find it out for himself. (LaughterA (Rai lluntxim N \th Chaii- 
dhttri : That is a request for action!) (Laughter.) 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJI : srrols wt* m CW3 zmm 

fa « fw reriT ^ ^ troa 

*r«rr fa^ croT « a* sfaror?; Account 

wm wca aw 5a •tr? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

These are matters ot account . Money is there. 

Dr. SURESH 3HANDRA BANERJI: snfa ^ ? 0 XT 5* ^T, 

SfTO 9P5T 5TC fa 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is the practice. r 
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fx- ' 
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% * 

Or • SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: hthhI* *»rt«Ri*it iqrr trot 

fa ekoiB %fa*t cmS* e hm^uivm rent? 1 fwre <snwmr rcrot nxr 

*W fa *T? * 

^Tha. Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I inti try. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Muslim Superintendents and Bench clerks in the Calcutta High Court. 

97. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: [a) Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department he pleased to state 
the present number of — 

(1) Muslim Superintendents, 

(2) Bench clerks and 

(3) Assistant Bench clerks. 

in the High Court on the Appellate Side? 

(b) What has no tar beep the basis tor such appoint merits? 

. ( r ) What steps, it an\ , do the (iovernment propose to take for more 
number oi Muslim appointments in these cases? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) These appointments are made b\ the Hon’ble the Chief Justice who 
has kindly supplied tin* billowing mtonnat ion : - 

(1 ) Two. 

(2) N<me. 

(3 None. One assistant is acting as Assistant Bcncli Clerk having 
qualified himself for the post. But he has not been formall> so appoint- 
ed as be would lose in emoluments. 

(/>) Appointments to posts of Superintendents and Bench clerks are 
ordinanly made h\ promotion from permanent assistants and assistant 
Bench clerks, Respectively, regard being bad to seniority and merit and, 
in the case of Bench clerks, to a test in shorthand, typewriting un<t 
duties of Bench clerks, while appointment to posts of Uhsistant Bench 
clerks is ordinarily made from among Lower Division assistants of the 
Court ujfBn the result of tests in shorthand and typewriting. 

(c) There being no direct recruitment to the above posts the ques- 
tion of communal representation does not arise. * 
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Infant mortality in Tippera district. 

t 

08. Maul’vi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) "Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be 
pleased to state — r f 

(i) the number of infant deaths in the district of Tippera last year; 

and 

(ii) the causes of such deaths? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is not a single trained 
midwife in the rural areas of Tippera ? 

/ 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of appointing trained midwives for each 
thana of Tippera? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (i) 15,136 up to 
November, 1938. Correct figures for December are not yet avalable. 

(77) The causes of infant mortality are generally the same in the 
district of Tippera as in other districts. The heavy mortality among 
infants is due to immaturity, ignorance of the mother, improper feeding, 
exposure of infants to insanitary environments which give rise to 
tetanus, bowel complaints, malaria, small-pox and measles. Many 
deaths are due to premature birth and debility as wMl as to ignorance, 
superstition and neglect. 

(b) Since 1933, one hundred and ninety-six indigenous dais have 
been trained by the District Board of Tippera with grants-in-aid from 
Government, 

( c ) The appointment of trained midwives at thana headquarters 
falls primarily within the sphere of responsibility of the District Board 
concerned. The solution of the problem of infant mortality in the rural 
areas lies generally in the spread of maternity and child welfare clinics 
and centres. 

The whole matter is under my consideration. 

Wafer-hyacinth pest in Arial bil area, Munshiganj, Dacca. 

89. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department aware — (*) 

(*) that pttddy ifi large quantities is grown annually in the Arial 
bil area within Munshiganj subdivision in the district of 
Dacca ; 

(it) that water-hyacinth pest causes havoc every year to the paddy 
of this bil area ; 
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(u») that the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, ith* then Miniver 
of Agriculture, inspected the area; • 

• • 

(ttj) that assurance was given to the local public that steps are being 
taken to prevent the depredation of water-hyacinth by con- 
structing barricades; 

(v) that the cultivators have grown paddy on the strength of that 
afauranoe ; and 

(vi) that the rush of water begins to flow in the hil area in the early 
* part of April? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ bln Minia- 
te# be pleased to state whether the construction of barricades has been 
taken up? 

(c) If the construction has not l>een taken up, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps does he propose to take iu the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The member is referred 

to the reply given by me in reply to starred question No. 247 by 
Mr. Maiioranjan Banerji on the 22nd March, 1939. 


Offenots against women by Hindus and Muslims. 

100. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (“Police) Deportment be pleased to lay 
a statement on the table showing for each of the last five years — 

(a) the number of offences committed against women mentioning 

separately the number of — 

( i ) Hindu and Muslim victims in such cases, and 

(ii) the number of Hindu und Muslim accused in such cases; 

( b ) the number of cases — 

(t)^ reported, and # 

(ii) that ended in conviction; 

(c) whether *the persons who housed and* sheltered victims or 
m offenders in such cases were proceeded against as abettors; 

and 

(rf) if sot, why not? 
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t Th* Hon’ble Chwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 


r 

1034. 

1035. 

r* A. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 


r \ 

Hin- Mus* 
dug. limg. 

[11 

ill 

r K ~ ■» 

Hin* Mus- 
dug. limg. 

r 1 

Hin- Mus* 
dug. limg. 

Hin- Mus- 
dus. c liri*. 

(a) (i) • 

. 304 425 

375 440 

428 

425 

303 

484 

482 515 

(h) • ■ 

477 1,026 

439 963 

527 

907 

512 

963 

565 1,278 


1034. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1936. 

(*) <♦) •• 

825 

856 

867 

893 

1,015 


207 

204 

307 

325 

273 


(o) Abettors were proceeded against wheie evidence waa available. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government realise the gravity of the situa- 
tion having regard to the figures given in the answer to the question 
and, if so, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have just now ruled that where a question does 
not want the reason or any other matter "it should be confined to 
statistics. So, you can ask questions about statistics but not on the point 
of the substance. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: All right, Sir I submit 
that my question (c) has not been answered. My question was 
“whether the persons who housed and sheltered victims or offenders in 
such cases were proceeded against as abettors” and the Hon’ble 
Minister’s answer is “Abettors were proceeded against where evidence 
was available”. Quite a different answer has been given, and I submit 
that it iB beside the point raised in my question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All those who come within 
the classification of “abettors” wherever evidence is available have been 
proceeded with. 1 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I still maintain, Sir, that 
my question has not been answered. My question is “whether the 
persons who housed and sheltered victims or offenders in sucli cases 
were proceeded against as abettors” — this question has not been 

answered. 
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The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NA2IMUDDIN: Wherever they come und&r 
the category of “abettors’* and where evidence was available, they were 
proceeded against. 

Mltr/ ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to (a) (t) and («), 
in view of the statistics for the year 19-18 in which the Hon’ble Minister 
says that the numbers of accused were 515 and 1,278, respectively, and 
in view of this serious situation, will the Government consider the 
desirability of issuing strict orders so that such cases may be decreased 
or ihay be attended to properly? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will tile Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the number of reported eases in which Muhammadans 
were acctised and also the number in respect of the Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T ask for notice. 

Jute cess. 

101. Maulvi I^D. I8RAJL: (a) W T ill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that jute cesses are levied and realised in addition 
to export duties by the Calcutta Improvement Trust? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in 4he affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the annual income from this source for (he last 10 years, year 
by year; and 

(ii) whether any portion of (his money is spent for the benefit of 
the jute-growers? 

(c) If fhe answer to (b) ( it ) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking over the entire money and ear- 
marking it for the benefit of the jute-growers? 

(d) Was any step previously taken in this direction? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Miniate* 

be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY for the Hon’ble Newab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoee: (a) Under section 84 of the 
Calcutta Improvement Act, 1911, an export duty on jute is levied on 
behalf of the Calcutta Improvement Trust. 
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(b) (t) A statement is laid on the table. 

(u) and (d) No. r 

(c) and (e) As the export duty on jute is a Central subject, the Pro- 
vincial Government have no power under the law to (| divert the proceeds 
of the duty to any object other than that for which it is being levied. 

i 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) (t) of the utistarred 
question No. 101 t showing the annual income of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust for the last ten years from the export duty on 
jute. • 


Year. 

Es. 

1928-29 

... 12,12,598 

1929-30 

... 14,31,180 

1930-31 

... 10,89,742 

1931-32 

... 9,92,926 

1932-33 

... 9,12,232 

1933-34 

... 10,65,231 

1934-36 

v . 9,98,114 

1935-36 

..! ... 11,37,319 

1936-37 

... 11,55,462 

1937-38 

... 13,74,300 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of moving the Central Government 
to divert the proceeds of the duty on jute for the benefit of the jute- 
gTowers? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government of Bengal will ask the Central Gov- 
ernment to set apart something for Bengal as they have done in the case 
of jute export duty!’' 

« 

The Hen’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no hop* for that. 
This is a statutory levy which is set apart by Statute for a particular 
purpose. I may point out to the honourable member that when this 
» levy was permitted by the Secretary of State on the 14th February, 
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1908, it was on condition that the scheme of taxation! embodied in tjie 
Act should remain effective for the full term of 60,years and on this 
basis the Calcutta Improvement Trust are carrying on Aieir work! 14 
is not possible to ask the Central Government to divert the jute tax. 

JOCENDRA NATH MONDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state thfc objects for which the export duty on jute is levied 
on behalf of ^he Improvement Trust? 

.The Hon’ble Mr. H. A. 8UHRAWARDY : For the purposes of the 
Improvement Trust. 

.Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MONDAL: Will the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any specific object for which this money is 
utilised ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have already said* for 
the general purposes of the (\ilou1ta Improvement Trust. It forma * 
part of their funds* t 


Co-operative Rural Societies in 8erajganj subdivision. 

102. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: (a) Ts the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operaliw (’redit ipid Rural Indebtedness Department aware— 

• ( i ) that the members of the Co-operative Rural Societies are not 

getting any help from outside ; 

(it) that the central banks invgst no money to the rural societies in 
the Serajganj subdivision; 

(iii) that the members are in distress; and 

(ir) that the crops have been destroyed by the last flood and rabi 
crops through drought? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what arrangements are being made to save 
these afffeted people? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. MukunAl 

Behary Mullick): (a) (i) and (»») Yes. 

(in) No. 

(tv) Only in part. 

m 

(h) The local officer has been instructed to make out a* list of tbe 
members requiring loans and to direct the Shahzadpur Central Bank 4o 
apply for loan to the Provincial Co-operative Bank, Limited. 
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t Mr. ABDULlA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Jie will issue similar instructions to the local officers 
and ^direct thd Serajganj and Ullapara Central Co-operative Banks to 
ask for loans from the Provincial Co-operative Bank? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If there is any 

necessity for it, the local officers will certainly look into it. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: In view of the answer to (a) ( ii ) 
and (6), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why of all Jhe 
Central Banks only the Shahzadpur Central Bank in the Serajganj sub* 
division has been selected to apply for loan from the Provincial Bank? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Because the 

members of that area are in need of short-term loans ; therefore instruc- 
tions have been given to local officers to make out a list of members 
requiring loans in that area. If any such necessity arises in any other 
area, that will be duly considered. 


No-Confidsncs Motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : There was a motion of no-confidence in the 
Speaker. But that has been withdrawn, and so it has been taken out 
of the agenda. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What, Sir, without an 
apology ? , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I leave that to the member. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS 
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The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1939- 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before I take up the Bill, I have to raise a very 
important constitutional point for tht consideration of this House. This 
IJill was initiated in the Bengal Legislative Council, and when it was 
introduced in the Council it was introduced in a form which according 
to section 82 of the Government of India Act can only be introduced 
here and not in another place. I may say that I have not<got any 
official information on the subject, because ordinarily when a Bill is 
sent from one Houq^ to the other it is only the Bill, as passed, 
that is sent. But having regard to section 82 of the Government of 

i 1 4 
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India Act, where it is specifically laid down that any^jsui which amends 
the law with respect to any financial obligation undertaken or to be 
undertaken by the province can only be introduced in this House, I, 
as Speaker, thought it my duty to enquire, not formally vet but, inform- 
ally aS to the form in which this Bill was introduced in another place, 
ifhifl information, I said before, is not official, but I think I should 
take the House into confidence as this matter really affects the question 
of relative position of this House to the other, that this Bill was intro- 
duced in the form of a Money Bill. When the Bill was first intro- 
duced, it provided that the Local Government would have to pay some 
money, and I think Sir Bijov Prasad will agree with me that that was 
the original character of the Bill. 


The Hon’tMe Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: So the original character of the Bill was such that 
it could not be introduced in another place. Then, of course, the matter 
went to the Sele(^ Committee and the Select Committee deleted all 
those portions which had reference to the money character of the Bill, 
and it has now been transformed into a Bill which the other House is 
legally competent to introduce and to pass. But the question still 
remains whether a Bill which cannot be introduced can be changed and 
then sent to us in that changed form. Tt involves a very important 
constitutional principle anefr I have raised this point deliberately after 
a. good deal of consideration, because I think once such Bills are intro- 
duced in another place which cannot be introduced there, I fear, we are 
probably setting up an unconstitutional precedent. 1 do not think, 
this is a matter in which I should* say anything more at this stage. I 
leave it to the House to decide whether they will take cognisance of 
this matter and I will allow different parties to discuss this matter for 
a few minutes. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is on rare occasions that the House 
has a* opportunity of advising the Speaker on matters relating to con- 
stitution^ issues, and I take the earliest opportunity of giving such an 
advice, particularly because it involves a very important question of 
principle. I entirely agree with you, Sir, that so far as this House is 
concerned, if we find that any attempt has been made by the other House 
to infringe ujfon its rights, we must jealously guard its rights and we 
shall have nothing to do with any Bill which directly or indirectly ifi- 
fringes our rights^ At the same time I submit wifrh all humility that we 
in this House should only proceed with what we have got before us and 
should ffot take any cognisance of matters which have happened in any 
other Hbuse and which have not been officially reported to us. It is 
quite i>ossible that the Bill originally was drafted by somebody who was 
not vetr muc() cognisant of the provisions of the Government of In<ii% 
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A6t and the limitations upon the other House. It has, therefore, been 
subsequently amended, and when by such amendment they have virtu* 
ally recognised the rights of this House only to initiate such & legisla- 
tion, I think we have already gained our point there. We should not, 
therefore, pursue the matter any further at this stag© and should not 
take any further time over this discussion encroaching upon the time 
for non-official business, and we should proceed with the same as it is 
before us. Sir, we find as the Bill now stands there is hardly anything 
which might com© within the purview of section 82 of the Government 
of India Act. 

The Hovt’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I agree with everything 
that has been said by Dr. Nalinaksha Hanyal and I feel, Sir, that your 
own ruling is that it will be very difficult if either this House or the 
other House sits on judgment on what has been done by this House or 
the other House unless and until there is a case for action, namely, that 
the Bill which they have sent up has infringed any of the rules. What 
has taken place in the other House should not betaken notice of in 
this House. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Even as regards the Government of India Act ? 

The Hotl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, that is a matter for 
somebody to take notice of in its proper place, but here, as far as this 
House is concerned, I do not think it can. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Who is there in Bengal for the time being to pro- 
tect the interest and the powers which we have been given under section 
82 of the Government of India Act. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that the powers 
that have been given to this House have in no way been infringed. If 
they are in any way infringed, you and this House can take effective 
steps to stop it, but in this particular case nothing at all has happened. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It has happened. 

i , 

* The HonfHe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It does not matter, it 
makes no difference, what they do in the other place. The question is 
bow has this come to us. We are only adversely affected if there is any 
provision which is against the law. As long as there is nothiffg which 
is against 'the law, if they like to break all the rules (I am* just speak- 
ing hypothetically),* if the other House wants to break all the rales in 
^the beginning, if they want to go against the Government of India Act 
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ai the beginning, but towards the end they correct their mistakes and 
lead them to us, I do not think we have got the right tj question, the 
procedure that has taken place in-between this House and the other 
House. 


Mr. MAHMATHA NATH ROY: Unfortunately I do not agree 
either with Dr. Sanyal or with Sir Nazimuddin, and before I definitely 
state on what? point I disagree with them I think we should express our 
gratefulness to you, Mr. Speaker, for having pointed out to us an 
infringement upon our rights and privileges. It seems to me that the 
Government of India Act was violated when the Bill was introduced, 
and it was ultra vires of the Upper House to have taken that into con- 
sideration. It seems to us obvious that all subsequent proceedings were 
ultra vires , and therefore we ought to refuse to take into consideration 
the Bill that has been sent to us. That would also be ultra vires of us. 
• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have now understood your point of view. IJo 
yon want to press ii? 


Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: I am extremely sorry that I do not agree 
with either Dr. Sanyal or Sir Nazimuddin. In my opinion the 
question is not whether this House or the other House has any right t<> 
pass any Bill in one form or other, but the question is whether the 
Upper House has # got the fight- to initiate a Bill of the nature of a 
Money Bill. The Bill has been passed by the Upper House. We do 
not want to question it. Tn my opinion they had not the right of 
initiating, and so they have infringed upon the rights enjoyed by us. 
So I think the Bill is ultra vires. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: May I suggest this?' I do not want to unduly 
strain the relationship between this House and the other House. I 
muBt. say frankly that while I am zealously anxious that the interests 
and powers of this House should he protected by all means, I am also 
anxious that at the early stages of our constitutional development 
there shdhld be nothing done that may jeopardise the cordial relation- 
ship between this House and the other, so long as the other House 
functions under the Government of India Act. That being so, and 
considering the fact that it is quite possible that there may be mis- 
apprehension In another place as to the manner in which the Bill might 
be dealt with or there might be other reasons or it might be that nobody 
noticed it at the ^arlier stage, I do not want for the time being to do 
anything more, but the whole question of the constitutional position 
with reference to a particular Bill of money character should be 
discussed in the Committee of Privileges which we have jfiflot, and in 
case any definite decision is arrived at, it will then be our duty to 
consider: we fhall know what we should do in the mailer. But I majr 
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atate at once that I do not agree with Sir Nazimuddin. So far as this 
Bil} is concerned; I might agree with Sir Nazimuddin that we should 
proceed furtfier with the Bill. But I have no doubt that it is not 
constitutionally in consonance with the intentions behind the Govern- 
ment of India Act that a House, which has not the power to introduce 
a particular type of Bill, should definitely do so and then change the 
character at a latter stage of legislative procedure. We must not 
allow that. You are giving then a function which law has not given 
it and I think the Government of India Act, the Report of the Joint 
Select Committee and every other law have definitely decided against 
such powers. For the time being it is not necessary to enter into the 
question any more, but I propose to refer this matter to the Committee 
of Privileges which will consider this matter and in case any actiou is 
required with reference to a future case it will be taken accordingly. 
For the time being this Bill might be proceeded with. I hope it is 
definitely understood that it will not be a precedent. I do not know 
what the attitude of the House will be, but my advice will be that if 
this sort of thing goes on, then there will be only one course open to 
us and that is perfectly well known to you. / 

Maultfi ABDUL BARI: May I know whether we should proceed 
with this Bill P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T have already said &hat, in view of the special 
circumstances and of the fact that this Bill is the first of its character 
and that different points have been raised and that I am anxious to 
maintain a cordial relationship between this House and the other, I 
will proceed with the Bill, without creating a precedent, as a special 
case. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: The House has got the power to throw 
out the Bill altogether as it has not come through proper channel. 

The HofPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Mr. Speaker, aje you 
satisfied that it infringes section 82(7 )(a), (h) and (c) ? After all it 
infringes only 82(3) which says that a Bill which, if enacted and 
brought into operation, would involve expenditure from the revenues 
of the Province, shall not be passed by a Chamber of the legislature. 

There is no provision so far as 1 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER: .May I read this section, Mr. ^Suhrawardy, as I 
understand it. “A Bill for amending the law with respect to any 
financial obligation undertaken or to be undertaken by the ^Province 
shall not be introduced except on the recommendation of the Governor 
and a Bill making tuch provision shall not be introduced in a Legisla- 
tive Coum>il.” 

« «* p 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, do you interpret it as amend- 
ing any law with respect to any financial obligation? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have given that ruling under section 82. 
Amending a law means amending any law or even if there is no law 
td make a law to amend the general law. 

. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Probably owiu K to ignorame 
this Bill was introduced in the Upper House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know ignorance is bliss. If this House want 
to remain ignorant and their rights to be jeopardised in other 
plqpes, they are competent to do so. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move tlfcat the Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, orgi- 
nated in the Bengal legislative Council and passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

\ 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mi. Speaker, Sir, 1 would just 
like to say a few words in support of my friend Mr. Datta who has 
moved the consideration of this Bill in this House. In the course of 
the last few months in connection with the distribution of flood-relief 
we had experienced serious # difiicultic8 for want of a regular organiza- 
tion for finding out who were really distressed and in dire need of 
immediate relief in the rural areas. The Bill contemplates in the 
first place a maintenance of statistics of the distressed and the 
unemployed and in the second phice it makes just a beginning of a 
nucleus of a fund out of which such unemployed and distressed people 
may be helped. On the one hand the Bill makes a regular arrangement 
for keeping periodical records corrected up to date of all persons who, 
not being Union Board ratepayers, are naturally classed us persons 
who have* no resources in the rural areas, and on the other hand it has 
also t^e provision for corrections from time to time on. the application 
of such pther members who, probably being payers of Union Board 
rates, are likely to be in the distressed list. This Bill has, as I have 
explained, a two-fold objective, and I would submit tbat although we 
are aware that a Bill of this character may more or less be a pious 
enactment without any actual provision for such substantial sums of 
money as would go to help the poor in the rural areas and although J 
am fully aware that an act of this character mjiy not give the relief 
that is much needed, yet as a first step only, as a preliminary to the 
subsequent possibility of Government coming forward with a compre- 
hensive piece of legislation for the relief ot the unemployed and the 
poor and the distressed, this Bill would be very # helpful. It is only 
from that point of view and that angle of vision that I would like 
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this House to examine the various provisions of thi* Bill, J submit, 
Sir, that the Bill is not absolutely complete. I am aware of it apd 
yet Mr. Datfa and myself have decided to sponsor the Bill which 
has come from the Legislative Council, because it provides at least one 
machinery, a machinery to maintain the record of all unemployed 
and distressed people in the rural areas. 

« 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I oppose the considera- 
tion of the Bill on two grounds — firstly on the constitutional 
ground . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope you will not make a reference to the cons- 
titutional aspect. 0 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: And secondly on the ground of ^he merit 
of the Bill itself. First of all, Sir, if we allow this Bill to be intro- 
duced in this House when it was in its original character a Finance 
Bill, practically we shall give away to the othqr' House a privilege 
and a right which it is the privilege of this House to enjoy alone. 
This matter has been discussed previously on several occasions too when 
we insisted on the fact that the Upper House should be abolished inas- 
much as there was no necessity for it. Now, Sir, the superiority of 
this House 

Mr, 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAl: On a point of order, Sir. 
Since you as Speaker have decided not to give a final ruling to-day 
on this matter, is it open to any noember to argue the merits of the 
constitutional question? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Yes, because I have said that the consi- 
deration of the Bill should be refused. We are not going to consider 
it inasmuch as it is ultra vires , because it is not within thfcir compe- 
tency to pass such a Bill. r 

i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not think you can say that. You can raise 
any other issue. I don’t think I can teach you how to do it. You 
can raise other constitutional issues but not this one which I have 
touched on. 

a 

Dr. MALINAK8tilA SANYAL: We would be very much obliged 
if Maulvi Abdul Bari could show where it infringes the Government of 
India Act t instead of talking at random. 


Mtutvl ABDUL BARI: It is left to Dr. Sanyal to quote paragraphs. 
* • 
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SPEAKER: After all, Mr. Bari and Dr. Sanya! come from the 
tame place! * 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: He who sow* the wind must be prepared • 
to. reaf> the whirlwind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let tiiere be no hurricanes! 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI* Dr. Sanval thinks that he know* every 
bifrof law. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am not a lawyer. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: He is a physician. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I ret him heal himself before he tries it on 
others. Regarding the constitutional issues 

Mr. 8UREN0)hA NATH BI8WA8: Whom are you addressing? 
(A voice: He is addressing the Coalition Party.) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I am not only addressing the members of 
the party but also the non-members as well. 

• . 

• Mr. 8PEAKERS You must address the Speaker. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Yes, Sir, I am addressing you. 

Then, coming to the merits of the Bill itself, the Bill is practically 
devoid of any merit. The arguments that have been advanced by 
Drr Sanyal are beside the point and hove got no substance behind 
them. Any Act for the provision of the unemployed must have a 
sufficient fund behind it. Here you find that there is mention of a 
fund no doubt for the purpose, hut that fund does not come from 
Government but comes from sources of voluntary contribution. There 
are many societies and many associations throughout the country 
where such funds do exist. But what is the necessity, I do not know, 
for getting this Bill through the Legislature and passing it into an 
Act, when the Government are not going to contribute anything 
towards the development of this fund? Of course, when a fund like 
this will exist it is not only that the people who really work, so tfiat 
the fund should*be created, should contribute, hut Government should 
also b% asked to contribute something because we find that there is no 
provision anywhere in the Bill to enable the Government tp contribute. 
It is for this reason that Government are not taking any 
interest whatsoever in this Bill because the* Government's pocket 
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is not being touched. Therefore, practically this Bill will be of 
a sham nature, without any effect in the ultimate result — something 
innocent without doing any good to the people for whom it is meant. 
Moreover, these people who can make a fund like this have, also got the 
ability to make that fund work. When the Government will nbt con- 
tribute, Government will not be entitled to have any handle in the 
matter. Of course, anyone who wants the tune must pay the piper.* 
Government do not want the tune, and Government do ‘not want to 
pay. Why should you allow the Government to have a handle in the 
matter and poke their nose into this when they are not going to make 
any contribution to this fund? 

With regard to many other provisions of the Bill they may be 
considered, if this Bill is allowed to be considered, at the time when 
they are discussed but for the present I may content myself by saying 
that the Bill is absolutely useless and it won’t serve the purpose for 
which it is meant. Therefore, T oppose the consideration of the Bill 
on its merits. 

/ 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Bengal Rural 
Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1939, as passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council, is now under the consideration of this House. 

Sir, language fails description of the inexpressible plight and 
heart-rending distress of the rural poor , and unemployed people of 
Bengal aggravated by the flood last year which totally, and somewhere 
partially, destroyed the jute, ans and even in some places arnan baddy 
too in a large number of districts. 

Sir, more than 85 per cent, of th'c people of Bengal being agricul- 
turists, it can be safely said that the country is formed by them and 
consequently the state of the country depends upon the state of the 
peasantry. 

Sir, since the year 1337 B.S. the trade depression, due mainly to 
the fall of the jute price in Bengal with some other reasons followed 
by over-flood of the year 1338 B.S. in quick succession almost all over 
the province, made the peasantry hopeless and helpless. Previous to 
that money out of high price of jute came as a tide and by the end of 
the same year passed out of their hands as an ebb owing to Sarda Act, 
extortion by land-holders, money-lenders, litigations, ignorance and 
many other reasons, not to come again. Besides, they are heavily 
inMebted. Here I think it would not be out of place if I quote a few 
lines from the Report of the Banking Enquiry Committee, 1928-29, 
namely, “They” referring to the cultivators it says — “TJjey are 
born in debts, live in debts and even they die in debts.” 

Thus, many of them being heavily indebted, have been deprived 
of their lands and even homesteads. They cannot with hard labour 
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a|ul sweat* on their brow meet both ends — rather pass ^heir days half- 
starved, famished and half-naked with their backbone crooked by heavy 
indebtedness. • 

Who knows how many millions of people are annually converted 
into day labourers and street beggars, thousands of whom are driveit 
into the dense forests of Assam to fight a hand-to-hand fight with the 
bear, tiger, only for a few morsels of food, and how many thousands 
of them are dragged into the graves and funeral pyres per year? 

Sir, leaving aside all other cases, serious though they are, in this 
Bill a kind of nominal relief has been provided by distribution of 
one anna and half an anna per diem for the poorest of the poor of 
more or less than 12 years of age respectively, starving for more than 
24 hours. 

The IJoor Fund deposited in the Poor Fund Boxes be raised by the 
local contributions supplied by the Union Board, District Board and 
Government grants, if necessary, be managed by the Poor Fund 
Committee and c lifted and audited annually by the local Circle 
Officer and the Subdivisional Officer. Though it is a farcically meagre 
measure to a poor nation as ours, yet 1 appreciate its urgency and press 
most to this House and the Government to pass it as soon as possible 
throughout the length and breadth of the country for saving the 
precious lives of the hopelessly distressed, poor and unemployed people 
for a few days more. 

Sir, perhaps you can well appreciate the deep depth of mv sorrow 
when I call it as a farce, a meagre measure, because it cannot serve 
as a beacon light of relief to such a poor nation for its proper guidance. 
The proper measures for the upliftment of our poor country would be, 
in a nutshell, to adopt a programme for the following nation-building 
measures in a comprehensive scale, namely, — 

(1) rufal credit system on union basis; 

(2) * adult education scheme; 

(3) rufal reconstruction scheme; 

(4) introduction of scientific method of cultivation on irrigation 

basis ; 

(5) warehouse system to rais^ and control the market price of 

agricultural products; and 

(6) industrialising the whole country with State-aid, 

With ^hese words, Sir, I wholeheartedly support this Bill and 
request my friends on the opposite and on this side too not to move 
any amendment even so that this Bill may easih* pass into an Act 
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quickly ; otherwise, for any alteration now, the Bill will go again: t* 
the Upper Hous? and thereby it would be delayed by a few months 
more. ' , 

With this remark I support the motion from the very bottom of 
iny heart, though on constitutional point of view it may be^ argued 
otherwise. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, in this matter I happen to 
be on the horns of a dilemma. On the one hand, I am tempted to oppose 
it, as I consider it to be an infringement of the rights and privileges 
of this House. On the other hand, I thimk that such a measure was a 
great desideratum for a long time. 

Sir, when I say that it affects the rights and privileges of « this 
House, I am tempted to think in one way. After having your ruling 
we see that the violation and infringement of the rights and privileges 
of this House is not a matter which can be decided on this particular 
occasion, while its condonement would be accepted as a precedent for 
Similar cases in future. I think, Sir, this Bill should not have been 
introduced at all, or should have been thrown ouf ill at once. As you 
have ruled, Sir, the Committee of Privileges will be entitled to consider 
the entire question before them in future, and that any infringement 
of the rights and privileges of this House will not be allowed to be 
tolerated by the action of any member of the other House. I have 
not studied the legal position, so I am not, in a position to say definitely 
whether in future such an infringement should operate as a precedent 
und whether advantage would be taken up by the other House for the 
introduction of similar Bills in future. About that I am very much 
diffident, and I cannot give an opinion offhand. But, then, another 
question is there. It is the question of giving relief to the poorer 
sections of the society, and I think any measure to that effect is always 
welcome, because it at least contemplates to give relief to the poor 
who do not get a full meal every day and whom there is nobody to 
look to. They may be now enlisted so that in future th6re may be 
some chance for remedying their grievances. To that extent it is a 
blessing. 

Then, Sir, it is said there are private organisations. My friend 
Mr. Bari has told us that private organisations also give relief to the 
poor. But, Sir, there are defect^ in such organisations. In many 
cases accounts are not kept, vouchers are not forthcoming, and abuse 
‘and corruption creep in ; and against these there are provisions in ibis 
Bill, which will mhke everything clean. Unless,* therefore, accounts 
are properly kept there is every chance of money being misused. But 
here is a legal provision, and I welcome such a provision in this Bill 
any association may be existing, and this Bill contemplates the 
existence of a chain of associations of a similar character, within the 
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j^rovince.* This, Sii% has been recognised by this piece of legislation* 
A^the accounts of union boards are audited, so also the accounts of 
association will be audited. Sir, proper accounts vrtll b§ kept of 
ap||^miiount reeei\ed aud spent, and they will he available fof public 
jirtpection. So, there cannot be any objection. This is an attempt; 
fiutagh humble but very effective, tor the poor unemployed in the rural 
areas, and it is an Attempt, Sir, in the right direction. It would havi 
been better if, a Money Bill of this character had been introduced by a 
member of the Cabinet, supported by this House, and passed into law. 
I wjsh, Sir, that Government had taken curly steps to have an amend- 
ment of the proposed legislation at an early date. 

(At this stage the Assembly was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, as I was saying 

Mr.SPEAKERY^ 1 am anxious that, since there are a large 
number of other Bills to be considered, it is desirable that we should 
finish discussion of this Bill as soon as possible. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. Sir, in regard to a Bill like 
this, which has been initiated by t lie Upper House, L think members 
of this House should he givln ample opportunity to speak on it. 

Mr. SPEAKER : As you please! 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: 1 have already told you, Sir, 
that I support the eonsideiation of this Bill. In this connection, ] 
would like to urge again that a beginning, however humble, with a 
measure like this is always welcome. We can talk of monuments and 
monumental beginnings, hut those things. Sir, an* teu and far between. 
*The interests of the poor people have been neglected in the past, and 
I do not know", Sir, whether they will he similarly neglected m the 
future. • 

I do know, Sir, here no question of finance is involved. The Bill, 
Sir, in my opinion, is altogether inoffensive in the financial aspect 
of it. Any Mpney Bill. Sir, is always delayed in the departments of 
Government for months and months, if not for years. Now, Sir, this 0 
Bill has come, and let us all welcome it. Let us pass it, even if some 
amendments are necessary in future. 

' Then* Sir, nothing stands in the way of having amendments to it 
in future so as to convert it into a Money Bill, if the* necessity 
for such action is considered proper by this House., Much time should 
not be wasted over that. We should seize time by the fore Lock. For 
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the present, one finds in clause 13 a provision to the effect that the 
Provincial Government and any district hoard or union board and 
other* ptfblic bodies can make contributions if they so wished. There 
is nothing to prevent my friend Maulvi Abdul Bari and the Hon'ble 
'Minister in charge to see that something is provided from time .to time 
by way of contribution to the funds of the different unions. There is, 
Sir, the discretionary grant of the Divisional CorAmissioners ; there is 
the discretionary grant of the District Magistrates; and there is also 
{he discretionary grant of the Subdivisional Officers. I believe, grants 
from these discretionary grants may go to supplement the fuml$ in 
some way or other. In that way, Sir, the funds may also swell. 
Money will be forthcoming as soon as there is a guarantee that there 
is proper accounting. The rich people will, I am sure, vie with yack 
other in making contributions, and the distress of the needy people will 
be removed, in that way, Sir, one may consider this Bill as very 
salutary, as it is meant for the purpose of rescuing the poor people, 
the needy people — who have suffered for ages and ages together. 

Sir, the Famine (’ode is there. That Code has^not been abrogated 
by this legislation. It will still be in force in sfnte of the passing of 
th is Bill. When the time comes. Government will make provisions 
for relief under the Famine Code. This is a temporary provision, Sir, 
for a certain time. 

Then, in ease of general distress Sir. the District Magistrate may 
be informed, and he may he expected to give further relief to the poor 
people. This Bill contemplates only a preliminary step. The -duty of 
the association that is going to be established in every union is to see 
that there is no starvation in the .country and that no man feels the 
pangs of hunger for days together. 

Then, Sir, the duty of the chawkidars has been defined. Kach 
village, or rather each man of each village, has got a chawkidar at his 
disposal. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, what is the time-limit for 
each speaker? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have allowed Mr. Mridha extra time. 

" Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: The chawkidar, as I was going to 
say, is there. He has to report when a man remain^ in starvation, and 
bis neglect of duty will be meted with punishment. 


(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 

Ilia seat.) « 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOODs Sir, a Bill like the Bengal Rural 
Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill is, in my opinion, long overdue. 
Although I do not agree with my friend, Mr. Bari, as fo th# qwiis of 
this Bill, but I quite agree with what he said on the constitutional 
point *as to whether the Upper House has got the right to initiate a Bill 
like this which concerns money. I maintain that the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council has no right to initiate a Bill of this nature and it willAa 
an act of the infringement of the rights and privileges of this House if 
the Bill be taken into consideration — but Sir, as you have given your 
rujing that the Bill be taken into consideration, I would like to say a 
few words on its merits only. 

The provisions ol this Bill ha\e got some salient points on which I 
think the majority of the members of this House will agree. The 
Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy has spoken about t he setting up of Union 
Committees and Mr. Sasanka Shekhar Sanyul on the opposite has 
pointed* out to the Revenue Minister that some sort of organisation, 
whatever its nature may be, should be formed just to rise up to the 
occasion when tlfK situation will arise. Now as we see to-day distress, 
scarcity, flood and famine are so rampant that some sort of Committee is 
essentially necessary Now, Sir, this Bill provides for the establish- 
ment of the Union Committee, and the Committee will he empowered to 
raise money and distribute it to those people who are really deserving. 

Up till now tlie Government ot Bengal has not prepared any list of 
those people who are indigent or who are able-bodied but unemployed, 
and 1* think the provisions of this Bill will give the Union Committee 
facility to prepare such list and to say how many people are really 
starving and whether people are getting their food or not. Although 
section 37 (b) of the Village Self-Government Act was framed to do 
some charitable work, it does not provide tor giving relief of this nature. 
This Bill provides for Union Boards, Local Boards, District Boards 
and even Government contributing donations to these Committees. I 
think, hewever small the beginning might be, it may ultimately grow 
into a very big institution for giving relief to the really needy people. 
I, therefore, think that the setting up of such committee in each \illage 
will have a very salutary effect. It will give Subdivisionnl Officers, 
local officers and District Magistrates other statistics whuh lley 
can utilise in various ways. Nowadays Flood Relief Committees are 
being set up, Central, Subdi visional or District, us the case may 
be, but what do we find F The money is there but as ihcre is 
no Village Committee, and the people have to go miles and miles for 
asking for relief,* it cannot be usefully spent. If such Committee is 
set up an every village or union, I think the authorities will easily come 
to know of the number of the indigent and able-bodied ^tnemployed 
people and the.v will get ample opportunities for # rendering immediate 
relief to f hem Next Sir if the Union Committee is run effinenllv 
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and the money collected is properly and honestly spent, I think they 
migj}t also render Some sort of relief at the time when occasion demands. 
I think therefore that a measure like this should be accepted by this 
House and I do not think there can be any objection to accepting a 
tneasure which has such salutary effect. Of course, the provisions are 
voluntary. 

• 

(Here the nieiubei having reached the time-limit, resumed his 
seat.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question may now be put. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, other members want* to 
speak on this matter. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid I shall have to put the closure motion. 
If the motion is accepted then the amendments wilj^ie put. 

The motion that the question be now put wus then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


Abdul dahbar Palwan, Mr. Mi. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 
aba Houain Sarkar, Maulvi. 
ftbul Pail, Mr. Md. 
ianarji, Mr. P. 

Bantrjts, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

•anarji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bantrjaa, Dr. 8urtah Ohandra. 

Barma, Baku Prtmhari. 

Burma, Mr. Puspajlt. 

Barman, Baku Shyama Protad. 
Barman, Baku Upandra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. tnntoah Kumar. 

Biswas, Baku Lakshml Narayan. 
Blawat, Mr. Ratlk Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. lurandra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Ohakraharty, Baku Narandra Narayan. 
Okattapadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Ohaudhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Dat, Baku Mahim Ohandra. 

Oaa, Baku Radhanath. 

Dat, Mr. Monmohan. 

Bit Bupta, Baku Khagandra Nath. 
Das Bupta, Dr. 4 . M. 

Daa Bupta, Sri jut Narandra Nath.' 
Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Harandra. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukiynar. 
tmdadul Ha'ua, Kaii. 

Bhaaa, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

•laauddin Ahmad, Mr. 
pumas, Mr. I. A. 


AYES 65. 


Bupta, Mr. Jogaah Chandra. 
Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 
Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syad. 
Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

1 Kumar, Mr. Atul Ohandra. 
Kuadu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 
Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mahan. 
Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hsmaprova. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Ohandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Mukarji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Presanna. 
Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 
Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

4 Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. * 
Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 
Sanyal, Dr. Naliaaksba. 

Sanyat, Mr. Sasaaka tafchar 
Son, Baku Nafondra Nath. 
Shahadali, Mr. 

Sinfha, Baku Ksbotra Nath. 
Siaha, Srijut Maniadra Bhasan. 
Sur, Mr. Haraadra Kumar. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Raajaa. 
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Abdul Bari, Maalvi. 

AMal Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

AMal Hqfiz, Mr. Mia. 

AM«I Hakim, Maalvi. 

AMal Hakim Vikrampuri, Maalvi Md. 

AMal Jabbnr, Maalvi. • 

AMal Kadar, Mr. alias Lai Maati. 

AMal Karim, Mr. • 

AMal Latif Biswas, Maalvi. 

AMana-al Makmaad, Mr. 

A Mar Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

AMar Rashaad, Maalvi Md. 

AMar Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

AMus Shahaod, Maulvi Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. 

AbJI Hasain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Quasam, Maulvi. 

Aeharyya Ohoudhury, Maharaja Sashf Kanta, 01 
Muktagacba, Mymaniingh. 

Aftab Hasain doardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All Enaystpuri, Khan Bahadar Maulana. 

Ahmad Ali Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hasain, Mr. 

Alfacuddfn Ahmad, Khan Bltadur Maulvi. 

Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hassain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Bannarman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Brashar, Mr. F. C. 

Campball, Sir Qaarga. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. • 

Or os Said, Mr. L. M. 

Da tv Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Das, RaTtahib Kirit Bhusan. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. 

Fazlul Huq, tha Hon'bls Mr. A. K. * 

Failul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 

Faxlar Rahman (Mymansingh), Mr. 

Rurung, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

HaSzuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hasina Murshod, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hawkings, Mt R. d. 

Homan, Mr. F. T. 

Idris Ahjiod Mia, Maulvi. 

dalaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 

dtalmuddin Atmsd, Mr. 

KaMrnddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Kaiam Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan dab Syod. 

Kannady, Mr. I. 8. 

MeCrsgor, Mr. 8. 8. 

. • 

The Ayes being f>5 and the Noes 


Maizaddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Matzuddin Ahmad, Maulvi. 

Maflzuddin Ohoudhury, Maalvi. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtab, Maharajkumar Uday Cband. 
Mabtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 
Mandal, Mr. Banka Boharl. 

Mandat, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Masud Ali Khan Paanl, Maalvi. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. 8., O.I.E. 

Mosltm Ali Motlah, Maulvi. 

Mozammsl Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Atzal, Khan Sahib Maalvi Syod. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaqus, Maalvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddiqus, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syod. 
Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Mullick, ths Hon'bls Mr. Mukunda Bohary. 
Musharrufl Hossain, ths Hon'bls Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haqus, Mr. 8ysd. 

Mustafa Ali Dswan, Maulvi. 

Nandy. ths Hon'bls Maharaja Srischandra, of 
Cossimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, ths Hon'bls Mr. Praianna Dob. 

Ray Ohoudhury, Mr. Birsndra Klshors. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, ths Hon’bls Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmsd, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmsd, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sarksr, ths Hon'bls Mr. Nalinl Ranjan. 

Ssrajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Kswaja, O.B.E. 

Shamsuddin Ahmsd Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Stsvsn, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, ths Hon’bls Mr. H. S. 

Tamizuddin Khan, ths Hon’bls Mr. 

Tofsl Ahmsd Ohoudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Walksr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitshsad, Mr. R. B. 

Yousuf Mirza. 

Yusuf Ali Ohoudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmsd Ohoudhury, Maulvi. 

103, the motion was lost. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I feel I ought to s ay that in view of the fact that 
there sfiould be smoothness in the procedure, a lair time-limit, should 
be fixed, after which we should take up the detailed provisions of the 
Bill. We have to go through a very large numbrt* of amendments and 
it would not be possible to go through the whole lot taxless some quick 
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procedure is adopted. X think after the closure motion I shall allow 
another two speakers to speak for five minutes each. After that I shall 
put these motions. 

I will put all the motions at 7-10. 

Maillvi ABUL HA8HIM: I feel extremely happy to-day and the 
reason for my happiness is two-fold. First because T find tjiat this is an 
opportunity to discuss the question of the amelioration of the conditions 
of our rural population. Secondly, Sir, it has been my sad experience 
that not a single matter was discussed here on its own merits. Every 
matter was discussed on party lines, but to-day we find that this matter 
is going to be discussed on its merits and we have got absolute liberty to 
do so without any party restriction. Sir, we know that here we have a 
department known as the Labour Department which deals with labour. 
Labour as we understand it now means industrial labour, the labour of 
the urban areas and labour in big industrial areas. Besides those in (he 
rural areas there are a large number of men who do not own any land 
but live entirely on agricultural labour. They can ^’rightly classed as 
labour as the industrialists are. The purpose of this Bill is two-fold. 
It proposes to do good to the poor and the unemployed in the rural areas. 
This, in my opinion, means helping rural labour. Because in the rural 
areas the population are classified into two groups, one who own land 
and tlu* other who do not own land, /.e.. agricultural labour. The 
poor means those who are invalid and old agricultural labourers and 
their widows and orphans. I do not know. Sir, what will be the U'te*of 
this Bill in view of the constitutional point raised by you, and 1 do not 
know if we are wasting our time and our lungs over this matter tor 
nothing. But judging on its merits I think my first duty is to congra- 
tulate my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Ilossain who initialed this Bill in the other House. Sir, this Bill, I 
admit, is not adequate but it is due to many causes. One of these is 
that under the Government of India Act the Tipper House lias not the 
right to bring this Bill in such a form as would have been’ thought 
adequate. I agree entirely with Dr. Sanyal who says that in spite of 
the fact that this Bill is not quite satisfactory it sets up a machinery 
and is a nucleus of future development. In this view. Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Your time is up. 

Maillvi ABUL HASHIM: 111 this view. Sir, 1 support the motion 
of my honourable friend Dr. Dhirendra Nath Datta* 


Maulvi 'MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must congra- 
tulate you on the constitutional point that you have raised and to which 
jrou have kindly drawn our attention. Next, so far ar this Bill is 
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concerned, many^of »piy friends have expressed the view that it is merely 
a pious wish but I th|{& it is not so. If we see clause ft of the Bill* is 
quite clear that a list ^ the poor and unemployed will be prepared by 
tlie Union Board and a duty is cast definitely upon the clmukidars and 
the daffadars to prepare the list and unless they conform to that clause 
in the performance # of their duties, there is a penalty imposed by this 
Act under clause 11. Moreover, the mover of this Bill could not frame 
it in the form* in which it should have been done, because of the (govern- 
ment of India Act. Still in (danse Id it has been specifically provided 
that the provincial Government, and any District Board or Union Board 
to the extent of its jurisdiction, may contribute to the fund at any time 
and any such contribution shall be disbursed by the committee in 
accordance with any conditions that may he attached to the contribu- 
tion. Thus it appears at first sight that the local (io\ eminent or any 
other local body have got practically no duty towards these poor and 
unemployed. This list shall he statutorily prepared under this Act 
but still from clause Id it appears that the local Goy eminent and other 
local bodies also anti not absolved from the duty. Theie is a moral duty 
cast upon them to siVpport these poor and unemployed whose list shall 
be prepared bv the committee in accordance yvith clause (* of tin* Bill. 
So I lend in y support heartily to this Bill and congratulate iny honour- 
able friend, Khan Bahadur S\ed Muazzamuddin llossain, on the step 
that he had taken. Moreover tin* Bill sets up a machinery by which 
it will be possible* tor tin* Uovemment as well as any local body to 
disburse the money to the needy people. At present there is no 
machinery to find out a list of the poor and unemployed, and this Bill 
provides at least for the maintenance of a proper list ot persons who 
deserve help from Government and also tin* local bodies \\ itli these 
words 1 support the Bill. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the Bengal Rural 
Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1 Mb as pa-seil by Ibe Rental Legis- 
lative Council on the 20th Fehmary, DKHL be taken into consideration 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA*: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
1(2), line 2, tor the wold “is” the following be substituted, namely 

“and the* Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 1880, are.” 

Now, Sir, the object of the amendment is 

Of. NALIJIAKSHA 8ANYAL: The amendment i^ accepted. 
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Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA QA*r She object gf the amendment is 

to expend th cooperation of this Bill. The Bill, gii^t is now, extends to 
those parts of Bengal in which the Bengal Wtlage Self-Government 
Act of 1919 is in force, but there are areas where the Village Self- 
Government Act is not in force. 

Mr. DH I REN DBA NATH DATTA: The amendment has already 
been accepted. * 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: 1 oppose this amendment and I want to 
speak on this motion because the amendment goes contrary to the 
object and aim of tin* Bill itself, because from the title of the Bill we 
find that it is meant for the rural population and not for the urban 
population. By the words “Village Self-Government Act” it is clear 
that this Bill is to operate only on those people who are residents of 
villages but by including the Local Self-Government Act the mover of 
the amendment wants to bring in the Municipalities (Tries of “No, 
No.”) The District Boards and Local Boards are situated in towns. 
(Tries of “No, No.”) That is right; you cannot say “No.” There- 
fore the object of the Bill will be frustrated entirely if you also extend 
the operation of this Bill which is onl\ applicable to places where the 
Village Self-Government Act is in force to places where the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act is in force. Therefore l submit that the 
Bill, so far as its operation is concerned, ( is quite irght and it should 
extend only to places where the Village Self-Government Act is at work 
and not to places where the Bengal Local Self-Government Act* is in 
force. Therefore 1 oppose the amendment of Mr. Anukul Chandra Das. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is just one point which I would like the 
honourable mover of the Bill and the honourable mover of the amend- 
ment to consider. I feel it is my duty to point this out. By the 
amendment you want to extend the operation of this Bill to those areas 
where there is no Union Board. You have just now heard that in 
Midnapore, because the Act as was drafted is applicable to the Union 
Board, the Local Board election has not taken place. Nofr the 
definition clause sa\s that these words “union**, “Union Board”, 
“Union rate”, etc., shall have the same meanings as in the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act, 1919. That is clause 2. There is no 
amendment to clause 2. The result is an absolutely incongruous 
position in which we are operating the extension and creating no 
Machinery. In view of this fact, I think it will be wise if the 
amendment is not moVed. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: There are certain amendments 
in which it has been said “in those areas where the Village Self- 
Government Act is not in force, the Thaukidari Union in those areas”. 
^Otherwise the <Vyject of the Bill is to make it applicable to rural areas. 
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Mr« 8PEAK6R\ It nece&fitate* consequential changes in the 
operative clauses. His no use bringing it here. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, let me explain my position. 
I have given notice of amendments not only to this clause but also to 
other clauses wherever the “Union Board” occurs. You will see, Sir, 
there are several amendments in my name. I have made the necessary 
amendments to all the sections wherever the “Union Board” occurs. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If I were in your position l would have left this 
little part inoperative rather than put in an amendment to the clausa 
in ^ie Bill which will he more or less incongruous. 


Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: In view of what nou have said, 
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment of Mi. Anukul Chandra Das that in clause 1 ( 2) , line 
2, for the word “is the following be substituted, namely: — “and the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 1 «S<S. r > , are” was then b\ leave of the 
House withdrawn. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


( 'hni.se 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand pail ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


( hi use o. 

Maulvi* AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause B(J), in lines 1 and 2, tor the words “keys for each Poor Box, of 
which on^’ the words “different kinds of locks for each Poor Box, the 
key of one of which”, be substituted. 

Sir, I beg also to move that in clause -i(.’i), in line 3, for the word 1 
“other” the wprds “key of anothenlock” he substituted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, ,T accept both th» 
amendments. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to move 
that in clause 3(4), for the words “the Cash Beok” the words and 
figure “Form I in the Schedule to this Act” be substituted. , 
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Sir, I also beg to njove that for clause 3(5),/, the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(5) Subscriptions and contributions otherwise collected shall also 
be entered in Form I in the Schedule to this Act, and to 
each subscriber or contributor there shall be given in writing 
a receipt for the amount received from him.” 

Sir, I do not think these amendments require any speech. They are 
formal amendments more or less. 

The motion of Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan that in clause 3(3), in 
lines 1 and 2, for the words “keys for each Poor Box, of which one” 
the words “different kinds of locks for each Poor Box, the key of*one 
of which” be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan that in clause 3(3), in 
line 3, for the word “other” the words “key of another lock” be 
substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijo.v Prasad Singh Roy that in 
clause 3(4), for the words “the Cash Book” the words and figure “Form 
I in the Schedule to this Act” be substituted, was then put and agreed 
to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy, Prasad Singh Roy that for 
clause 3(5), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(5) Subscriptions and contributions otherwise collected shall 
also be entered in Form I in the Schedule to this Act, and 
to each subscriber or contributor there shall be given in 
writing a receipt for the amount received from him.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clxuse 4. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir, 1 beg fo move that after ejause 4 (/) the 

following new clause be added, namely: — 

% 

“(7A) The Committee shall elect its own President and Vice- 
President.” 

< 

Sir, I beg also to move that clause 4 (2) be deleted. 

Sir, I beg further to move that in clause 4 (3), line 1, for the word 
/‘three” the ward “five” be substituted. 
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Mr. 8URENDH^ NATH BI8WAS: Sir, I J>eg to move that after 
clause 4 (3) the following new sub-clause be added, mutely • 

(4) Subject to the provisions of section 8, all disbursements of 
the Fund shall be made by the Committee.’’ 

a 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY • As regards the 
first two motions of Mr. P. Banerji, I oppose them on the ground that 
the whole scheme of the Act that the Union Board should administei 
the *Fund with certain oo-opted members, but if the amendments of 
Mr. Banerji are accepted, then it will change the scheme of the Aot 
and will make the whole thing unworkable. 

As regards his amendment about quorum, 1 have no objection. 

As regards Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas’s amendment, it makes no 
difference because it is superfluous and unnecessary. 


Mr. SURENDRA HATH BISWAS: In that case, Sir, I beg leave 
to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then b\ leave of the House withdiavui. 

The motion of Mr. P Banerji that elause 4 (2\ be deleted was then 
put and lost. 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: Therefore, amendment No 10 standing in the name 
of Mr. P. Banerji falls through. 

The motion of Mr. P Banerji that in clause 4 (3), line 1, for the 
word “three” the word “five” he substituted was put and a division 
claimed. 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I put the motion again, 1 do not know 
whether it is still possible to have an agreement on this ven minor 
matter. (Twing to the fart that there has been no debate on this amend- 
ment, it is necessary, I think, to explain the implications of the amend- 
ment, so that there mas not be any misunderstanding. The original 
Bill proposes “ # three’ out of a totaj number of 14, — 9 members of the 
union boards and 5 co-opted members. 1 he present amendment is for^ 
substituting “five*’ for “three’ So, 1 hop** honourable members will 
now realise the position. 

The rilotion of Mr. P. Banerji that in clause 4 (3), line 1, for the 
word “three” the word “five” he substituted was pul again aiiti lost. 

The question that clause 4 ^taiwl part of the BiW was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 5. 

• a 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 5 (2), 
in line 2, after the words “President of the Committee”, the words 
“or in his absence, of the Vice-President thereof, or in the absence of 
both the- President and Vice-President, of such other member of the 
Committee as may be authorised by the Committee in this behalf” be 
added. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Bijo\, have you got anything to say on this 
amendment? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
think there is much objection to this amendment, as it is quite an in- 
offensive one. But I would prefer the Bill clause to stand as it is. I 
hope my honourable friend will see his way not to press his amendment. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL : If the Vice-President is absent? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there is 
always an arrangement amongst members of Union Boards to manage 
the work during the absence of either the President or the Vice-Presi- 
dent or both. There is always an automatic arrangement. Iq the 
Village Self-Government Act it is not provided who will maifage the 
Union Board Funds during the absence of the President and the Vice- 
President. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Probably, there are rules? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Where is the procedure 
laid down? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think that the 
same procedure that is followed in the case of Union Funds should 
also be followed in this case. 

Mr. MD. ABUL t FAZL: In view of the speech of the Hobble 
Minister, Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw mv motion. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl was then by leave of the House 
withdrawal. 

The question that clause 5 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 



Clause 6*. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 beg- to 
move that in clause G (7) {/>), lor the words “nothing else to fall baok 
upon for subsistence during periods of unemployment”, the words ‘‘no 
means of subsistence other than their wages” be substituted. 

Sir, it is a very 'simple amendment, and a drafting amendment at 
that. The wording of the Bill clause is rather cumbrous. So, on the 
recommendation of the Legislative Department 1 move this 
amendment. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir. 1 be* to move that after 
clause 6 (3) the following new sub-clause In* added, namely: — 

“(4) The list shall be open to inspection by the local public 
during the office hours at the office of the Union.” 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 have no 
objection to this amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am very sorry for that! (laughter.) 

The motion of the 1 1 on 'hie Sir lfijoy l’rasad Singh Boy that in clause 
6 (7) {!>), for the words “nothing else to fall back upon for subsistence 
during periods of unemployment”, the words “uo means of subsistence 
othtir than theii wages" be substituted was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Suremlra Nath Biswas that after clause G (3) 
the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(4) The list shall be open to inspection by the local public during 
the office-hours at the office of the Union.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause G, as amended, stand part, ot the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 8. 

Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BI8WA8: I Deg to submit, Si^ that, in 
view of the fact that Mr. Abul Fazl has withdrawn his amendment No. 
16, I do not move my amendment, as it is not necessary. 
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Mr. MO. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 8 (2), 
in line 2, for the words “one anna” the words “two annas or one seer 
of rice" be substituted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Abul Fazl, you want to substitute “two 
annas or one seer of rice” for “one anna”. But how can you do thatP 
You can substitute an amount for another amount, but not an amount 
or kind of produce for a simple amount. Surely, “one seer of 1106 “ is 
not an amount ! 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion, as I don’t want to press it. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl was then by leave of the Bouse 
withdrawn. 

Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 8 ( 2 ), line 2, for the words “one anna” the words “two annas” 
be substituted. 

Sir, my amendment is a very simple one.* It merely aims at 
increasing the amount by one anna, inasmuch as the amount of one 
anna provided for in the Bill, is very insignificant. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 8 (.2), line 8, for the words “half an anna”, the words “one* 
anna” be substituted. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8. Sir, I beg to move that in clause 

8 (2), line 5, for the words “five days” the words “seven days” be 
substituted. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir. I beg to move that in the 
proviso to clause 8 (2), line 2, for the word “five” the word “seven” 
be substituted. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso to 
clause 8 (2), in line 3, for the words “ten days” the words “fifteen 
days” be substituted. 

* < 

* Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that after the proviso 
to clause 8 (2), the, following new proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided also that the Committee may at a meeting thegeof direot 
Jdiat relief be granted in articles of clothing or other articles 
to such person or persons as may be found needy out of the 
contributions in the custody of the President.” 
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Tht Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, the amend- 
ments may be divided into three ( lasses : one is to increase 
the amount of contribution, the other is to include • contributions 
in kind, and also the number of days tor which the relief 
should be granted at a time. Sir, the principles underlying the 
amendments are very laudable and if more funds were available, 
Government woulck not have opposed any of these amendments. 
But the first and foremost consideration is that the Bill should be work- 
able. It is no use making it unworkable and then placing it on the 
Statute Book. We want the public to get some benefit out of this 
measure. As the scheme of the Bill is based on voluntary contribu- 
tion, I do not think, there will be much fund at the disposal of the 
Committee. So that is one reason why 1 oppose the increase in the 
amount of contribution. Secondly, as regards kind, the accounting 
of contributions in kind will he very difficult 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The amendment regarding “kind” has been 
declared out of osder. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then as regards 

the number of davs, I do not think there is much justification for 
increase in the number of days for which the relief should he granted. 
If sufficient funds were available, I would not have opposed the amend- 
ment. But we all realise, ^he whole scheme <d the Hill being based 
on-voluntary contribution, there is not much justification for taking a 
very optimistic view’ about funds. So I oppose all these amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: it \<IU want to proceed with the Bill, it would be 
better that all these amendments are withdrawn. 

Mr. 3JJRENDRA NATH BISWAS: Kxceptmg No. M. 

Mr, Khwaja SHAHABUDIN : And also No. 2*1, the motion of 
Mr. Aulad Hossain Khan. 

The motion of Mr. Anukul Chandra Das that in clause 8 (2), line 
3, for the words “half an anna” the words “one anna” be substituted, 
was, then by*leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Anukul Chandra Das that in clause 8 (2), liifb 
o for the words •“ five days” the words “seven Mays” he substituted, 
was thej}, iby leave of the House, withdrawn. 

the motion of Mr. Anukul Chandra Das that in the ^proviso to 
clause 8 (2), line 2, for the word “five” the word “seven” be substitut- 
ed, was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 
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^The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in the proviso to clause 8 
(2), in line 3, for the words “ten days” the words “fifteen days” be 
auibstituted, was then, Iby leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan that in clause $ (2), 
line 2, for the words “one anna”, the words “two annas” be" substituted, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. lid. Abul Fazl that after the proviso to 'clause 
S (2), the following 1 uew proviso be added, namely — 

“Provided also that the Committee may, at a meeting thereof, 
direct that relief be granted in articles of clothing or other 
articles to such person or persons as may be found needy out 
of the contributions in the custody of the President”. 


was then put and agreed to. 


The motion that clause 8, as amended, Maud part of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to move 
that in clause 9 (7), line 1, the tford “such” be omitted. 

rt * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg t^move 
that in clause 9 (,/), line 2, after the w r ord “years” the words and 
figures “whose name has been reported under section 7 or section 8’ 
be inserted. 


. Maulvi AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: I beg to move that in clause 
9 (7), in line (>, after the word “employment” the words “or to follow any 
trade or profession” be added. c 

Sir, the object of this motion is to include poor men who do not 
get employment but who can take up any business with sAme small 
-capital. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think that i*> beyond the scope of the Bill. If 
7 be purpose of your amendment is not to give relief but to ask people 
to start a business w;itli the money intended for charity, it is out of 

■order. 

% 

. , Mr. Mb. ABUL FAZL: I beg to move that in clause 9 (2), line 2, 
fbr the words “six itio.nths” the words “one year” be substituted. 
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Mr. MO. ABUL FAZLS I beg leave to withdraw my motion namely, 
that in clause 10, in line 0, after the words “of the committee" the 
words “or in his absence the Vice-President” bo inserted. 

| the motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

> s 

Th# Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, 1 oppose 
this amendment. It is a small loan that is granted out of the fund 
just to enable the person to carry on for six months and to secure 
ieun^ploynient : one year is much too long a time and there may be n 
crop within six months. There are many areas in this province wdiere 
six months is quit** sufficient to enable a person to have a crop. So, I 
Oppose this amendment. 


The motion of the Hon'ble Si i Bijoy Prasad Singh ltoy that in 
clause 9(7). line 1. the word “such” be omitted was then put and 
agreed to. 


The motion of* the llonhle Sii Hi joy Prasad Singh Hoy that in 
clause 9 \ t l), line 2, hfter the words “years” the words and figures 
“whose name has been reported under section 7 or section 8” be inserted 
was then put and agreed to. 


The motion of Mr. Md. Alml Fuzl that in clause 9 (2), line 2, for 
the words “six months” the # words “one year” be substituted was then 
put and lost 

The question that clause 9 as amended stand purt of the Bill wras 
then put and agreed to. 


(1 auu s 10, 11 12. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As legards clause 10 I think No. 44 does not 
arise; No. •FI is neither very helpful Ate you still pressing it? 

Mr. Mf>. ABUL FAZL: I do not want to move. 

The question that clauses 10, 11 ami 12 <4 and part <0 the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause Vj. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : As regards clause 1*1, No. 45 does not arise'. 
Motion No. 40 was not moved and No. 47 w.*s out of order. # 

The question that clause 1*1 stand part of the BiW was then put atii 
agreed to. 
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Clauses 14 and 15. 

Mr. 8PE&KER: Clause 14A is not in order. Clause 15A is also 
not in order. The principle ot the Bill is to empower the Local Gov- 
ernment to frame the rules. By this clause you want to give the Com- 
mittee power to frame the rules? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My amendment is for an 
addition. Government will make all the rules for the conduct of 
business. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Clause 14A is not in order. 

Clause 15A was not moved. 

The question that clauses 14 and 15 stand parts of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

The question that the Schedule stand pint ot the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

The question that the preamble stand part ot the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: ] beg to move that the Bill 
as settled in the Assembly be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I beg to move that the Bengal 

Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1037. be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon ’Me Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, 

(2) Maulvi Abdul Lntif Biswas, 

(3) Mr. Puspajit Burma, 

(4) Mr. Kyed Nausher Ali, 

(5) Mr. Bamizuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Babu Narendra Naru>ftn Chakrabarty, 

(7) Mr. S>ed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Maqbul Ilosain, 

(9) Maulvi Abdul Wahed, and 

(10) the mover, 

With instructions to submit their report by the 1st September. 1939, and 
that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at fiv-c^ 
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I do not like to make any speech. because 1 have spoken over the 
Bill several times before. 9 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 rise to oppose 
this* motion. The main object of the Bill is to exclude from the 
operation of the Puldic Demands Recovery Act the clauses about rent. 
Government have al reach given promise that there should be no appli- 
cation of t lie certificate procedure tor the realisation of rent in khan 
mahal and court ot wards estates and for the last two years they have 
not issued certificates tor tin* realisation of rent in estates. (A voice 
from THE Congress ukncii : Permanently Y) Whether that 

will remain permanently or not remains to be seen. The whole thing 
is at # an experimental stage. It the collections ot Government and of 
the Court of Wards 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 rise on o point of order, 
Sir? I would like to draw your attention to rule fid ot the Standing 
Orders where il is stajlcd that when a member moves that a Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee the only procedure left for any oilier 
memhei is citlici in move that this Hill he circulated for the .purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon oi to accept it. There is no provision for 
opposing it. Rule d4 (ft) states, “at this stage no amendment to the 

Bill can be moved b^it it the member- 

KCries of “0h\ “oh , \) 

* • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sometimes 1 feel that it would he better if you 
were a lawyer. * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: in continuation 
of what 1 was saying 1 submit that the whole thing is in an experimental 
stage and whether the arrangement will be made permanent or not, 
whether the application of certificate procedure to rent should bo 
altogether withdrawn or not would depend on the success of this experi- 
ment. If flic collections of rent in t lie Khas Mahal and the Court of 
Wards estates do not suffer because of the suspension of the certificate 
procedure, Government would be only too glad to give up that power. 
But it is rather # earlv to anticipate # w ’hat the results are going to he. 
In this view' of the matter Government think that there is no justifica- 
tion for referring this Bill to a Select Committee; because a reference 
of the Bill to a Select Committee would mean acceptance of the principle 
underlying the Bill. 

• 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: You have* already accepted 
the principle by ^circulating it. 
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Tha Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Circulation does 
not mean acceptance and the honourable member ought to know the 
procedure of this House. -The Bill was circulated and then recirculated. 
T,he last day for submitting opinion was sometime in February. We 
have received opinions only from a few public bodies up till now. In 
this view of the matter Government opposes the motion of the member 
in charge of the Bill. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I oppose the motion for 
referring the Bill to a Select Committee. 


Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
somewhat amazed to hear the short speech delivered by my friend the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy in justifying his opposition to 
the motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee. Sir, it has 
taken my breath away when I heard that by ordering suspension of the 
certificate procedure in the matter oi realisation of rent in Khas Mahal 
and in Court of Wards Estates and in other matters just as when 
the estate is taken over b\ Government under section 99 of the Cess 
Act 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not 
suspended. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: It is attempted to make an 
experiment. Experiment on what — I do not know? He says that the 
Government do not accept the principle of this Bill but 1 think his 
mem on failed and eonvenienth failed him. He knows full well that 
when he introduced the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act he was a party 
to the deletion of that chapter which relates to the recovery of rent by 
certificate procedure. He accepted the principle— the principle that 
certificate procedure is a drastic procedure which causes untold misery 
to the poor tenantry of Bengal. Now, for him to say that he does not 
accept the principle of Mnulvi Abu Hossain Sai bar's Bill to go back 
upon what he has done a few months back. The certificate procedure 
was by a unanimous decision of this House thought to be very cruel, 
•oppressive and deserved to be scrapped oil the Statute Book. Then I 
<do not know win in the ease of private landlords his heart, was full of 
t milk of human kindness for the poor tenantry of Bengal, but when it 
comes to Khas Mahal, the Court of Wards and other estates he is un- 
willing to part with that ancient and oppressive weapon which he wants 
to retain in his armoury tor the speedy realisation of rent. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: What is sauce for the 

gander i> not sauce for the goose. 
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Mr. 80RENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Aks for the poor tenantry 
of Khas Mahal and Court of Wards Estates! Has not the tenant of 
Khas Mahal the same grievance which the tenant under a private land- 
lord has to object to the recourse to the certificate procedure P A® 
regards the Court of Wards, well that antiquated statute gives proteo 
tioii to landlords who waste their fortune by their own mismanagement 
and who themselves confess that they are unable to manage their own 
estates and Government takes the responsibility of management and 
exacts the rents from the tenants by certificate procedure. What is the 
difference between a tenant who holds lands under the Court of Wards 
and the tenant under a private landlord P Wh\ should it be 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his leaf.) 

The motion of Mnulvi Abu Hossain Saikar that the Bengal Public 
Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select 
Committing consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble # Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 

(2) Maulvi Abdul Lutif Biswas, 

(3) Mr. Puspajit Barma, 

(4) Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, 

(/>) Mr. Ramizuddin Ahyied, 

^6) Babu Narendra Naravan Chakrabarty, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Maqbul Hosain, . 

(9) Maulvi Abdul Wahed, and 

(10) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report by the 1st September, 1939, 
and that tTie quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five was put 
and a division called, with the following result : — 


AYES— 48. 


AM vi Jaikar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

AMMl WOK, Maulvi. . 

Aka Natalia tarkar, Maulvi. 

Akal Fail. Mr. Mi. 

BaaarJI, Mr. P. 

taaarji, Mr. latya Prlya. • 

•aaar|M, Mr. tIMatk. 

Baraaa, BahMhyama P ratal. 

Bvaut Baka Upaadra Bath. 

Bitarat, Mr. Raiik Lai. 
litwaa, Mr. turindra Natfc. 
Cbakrakarty, Mr. Jatiadra Natk. 
Chakrakarty, Baka Narvadra Narayaa. 


Chattopadhyay, Mr. Maripada. 

» Chaudhuri, Bal Nartadra Nath. 
Dai, Baka Makiat Ckaadra. 

Dai. Mr. Maamafcaa. 

Dai Bupta, Baku Kkagtndra Natk. 
Dai Bupta, krijut liartadra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhiraadra Nath. 

Dalui, Mr. Haraadra. 

Eatdadu' Nao*. Kali. 
fih#M, Mr. Atul Kriihaa. 
filaiaddia A hand, Mr. 

Bupta, Mr. dagaih tfkaadra. 

Han a All Chawdhary, Mr. y#d. 
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daaab All Majumdar, Mauivi. 
Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 
Kandu, Mr. Nlshltba Nath. 
Maitl, Mr. NikunJa<Jabari. 
Mattra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 
Maji, Mr. Aduraita Kumar. 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprava. 
Mai, Mr. lawar Ohandra. 
MandaJ, Mr. dagsndra Nalk. 
Makkarjaa, Mr. B. 

Mallick, Irljat Atkataak. 


N0E8- 


Akdul Hafir, Mr. Mirxa. 

Akdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Akdal Hakim, Mauivi. 

Akdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mauivi Md. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. alias Lai Maah. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan Mr. 

Abdul Rakman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rashatd, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Mauivi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdus Shahaad, Mauivi, Md. 

Abul Hashim, Mauivi. 

Abul Hossaln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmad All Eayatpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad All Mridha, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Hossaln, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Ashrafalli, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hussain Khan, Mauivi. 

Azhar All, Mauivi. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Basu, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Ball-Hart, Miss P. B. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Ohandra. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. 

Fazlul Huq, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Fazlul Rahman, Mr. 

Faalur Rahman (Mymansingh), Mr. 

Romas, Mr. 8. A. 

Hamlduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Masham Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Hasina Murshad, Mrs. M. B. E. 

Hirtxal, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mauivi. 

Kabiruddln Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi, 

The Ayes being 48, and Noes 73, 


Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohandra. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaanjay. 

Ray, Mr. Klshari Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatba Nath, 
tanyai, Dr. Nalinaksba. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka iakhar. 
San, Baku Nagandra Nath. 
Sbahadall, Mr. 

Singha, Baku Ksbatra Nath. 
Sinha, Srijut Manibdra Bhusaa. 
Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 
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Kazam Ali Mirza, Sahlbzada Kawan Jah Syad. 
Maflzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Mandal, Mr. Banka Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. & 

Mohammsd Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mozammal, Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal , Khan Sahib Mauivi Syad. 
Muhammad Ishaqua, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Israil, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Siddiqua, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syad. 
Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 

Mullick, tho Non’bla Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. 

Musharruf Hussain, tha Hon’bla Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Nandy, tha Hon’bls Maharaja Srischandra. cf 
Cossimbazar. 

Nasaruliah, Nawabzada K. 

Paul, sir Hari 8anker. 

Raikut , tha Han’bla Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray uhoudhury, Mr. Birandra Kishora. 

Roy, tha Hon'bla Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh. 
Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

8aflruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Baku Madhusudan. 

Sarkar, tha Hon’bla Mr. Nalim Ranjan. 

Sarajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin , Mr. Khwaja, C. B. E. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Munda. 

Smith, Mr. N. Brabant. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Tha Hon’bla Mr. 

Total Ahmad Ohowdhury. Mauivi riaji. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Yusuf Ali Chaudhury, Mr. * 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvk 


the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned till 4-4b p.ni. on Wednesday, the 
29th March. 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

. The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday* 
the 29th March, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon' Me Khan Bahadur M. Aztzui. Haque, 
c.i.e.) in the Chair. 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 204 members. 

• 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir. may 1 have 

your permission to reply to this question on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin who is unavoidably absent ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, you may. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. may I submit that this is 
a very • important question, and the Hon’ble the Home Minister is 
absent? So, I do not think that Sir Bijoy will be able to answer the 
supplement, uies. • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If you have no 

objection, Sir, it may be passed over. 

Mr. 8REAKER: All right. 

Agricultural officers of Dinajpur. 

♦286. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (ot Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in, charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

• • 

(i) the number and designations ot the various agricultural officers 
who have been posted in the district of Dinajpur; and 

Hi) the respective duties of such officers? 

{})) What steps have been taken to make these officers — 

(i) visit places in the interior; and 
' (m) come in contact with the actual tillers of tte soil? 
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MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) ( i ) Two 

District Agricultural Officers and nine Agricultural Demonstrators. 

(it) The duties of the District Agricultural Officers are to supervise 
the farm work and the demonstration work done by the Demonstrators 
in the district. They also frequently visit the Union Board farms 
started in the district. 

The duties of the Demonstrators are to distribute free seeds and 
manures among the cultivators wdthin their respective jurisdictions 
which are in the interior of the district and to show to them the improv- 
ed methods of cultivation by practical demonstration. They also do 
propaganda work in the district. t 

(b) I have already stated that the field of work of the agricultural 
officers is located in the interior of the district and they actually come 
in contact with the tillers of the soil in the ordinary sphere of their 
duties. 


Distress in «fes9ore due to failure of crops. 

*287. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: 

(a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware 
that distress still prevails in the district </t Jessoie on account of the 
failure of avian and rabi crops? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter Ik* pleased to state what action, if„any, has been taken in the matter? 

(c) What further sum has been allotted to the district as gratuitous 
relief and agricultural loan? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of advancing 
a further sum for gratuitous relief? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): («) Rabi crop has not entirely 
failed. The damage to a man crop is estimated at 57 per cent. There 
is distress in some parts of the district. 

( b ) Agricultural loans have been and are being distributed to help 
the cultivators to purchase seeds, etc. The distribution of gratuitous 
relief is still going an. 

(c) Its. 4,60,000 has been allotted in all as agricultural loans and 
Us. 35,000 as gratuitous relief. 

(d) No. If relief to landless persons is necessary at this time of 
the year, it wi[l be given by means of Test Works. 
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IS 

Oritioism of a local M.L.A. by the Subdivision*! Ofltoor of Ohandpur 
at a public mooting at Rampur, Tippora. • 

*288. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: <,;) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that the Strtxli visional Officer of Chandpur in the district of 

Tippera, held a public meeting at Rampur in No. 2 Kulocho 
Union, police-station Hajiganj, on the 22nd February, 1 5)39 ; 
and 

(ii) that the said officer at that meeting in criticising 1 the local 

M.L.A. said that the said M.L.A. is supporting the cause- 

• of mahajans at the cost of the Krishak Khatak ? 

( b ) If the answer to {a) { ii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, do the Government 
propose taking to stop Government officers taking part in jwrty 
politics? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : U/> (> ) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

• 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased* to state what kind of meeting the Subdivisional Officer was 
holding on that day? 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He went then* in con- 
nection with the inspection of the Debt Settlement Board. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether he gets any report of the speeches made by 
the Subdivisional Officer and of other jwrsons holding meetings in the 

inufasslil ? 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. But in this case 
he inspected the office of tin* Debt Settlement Board and found that the 
President of the Board attended onl\ i2 meetings out of a total of 
about 144, amt the result was that the work of the Debt Settlement 
Board was suffering, and lie mentioned that fact in his speech. That? 
is- why perhaps this^ attack has been made. • 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have got any machinery to 
restrict the gpeeches of Government officers w r bo organise meetings in 
the mufassal ? 



74 


QUESTIONS. 


[29th Mae., 


Mr. tJ>€AKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA. With reference to answer 
(a) (ri), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the basis 
of his answer that no such thing was stated by the Subdivisional 
Officer? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, what happened was 
this: a very large number of meetings could not be held because the 
President, who happens to be an M. L. A., w r as absent from the meet- 
ings, and the work of the Debt Settlement Board was suffering very 
much. That is why he said that the debtors could not get their debts 
settled, because the absence of the President made a lot of difference. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who has given him the information — the Subdivisional 
Officer himself or somebody else. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There was the remark 
of the Circle Officer in the inspection book. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state lmw r many meetings did the President not attend? The 

Hon’ble Minister said “a number of meetings.” 

♦ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I give the ffguree, 

"Sir ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Chairman attended 
only 74 meetings out of 211 meetings. If the Chairman be so 
callous in the matter, other members of the Board can hardly be 
expected to take any interest. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in the course of how many months did all these meet- 
ings take place? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid I must ask 
lor notice, Sir. The main fact is that out of 211 meetings only 74 
meetings were attended. 

V- 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when did the Subdivisional Officer inspect the Debt 
.Settlement Board before the 22nd February? 
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Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mt* left Hajiganj at 

10-30 a.m. and reached Kampur at 11-30 a. m. He then inspected the 
work of the Debt Settlement Board and found it to be unsatisfactory. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I submit. Sir, that this is not 
a correct answer to my question. My question was this: t lie Subdivi- 
sional Officer inspected the Debt Setlement Board on the 22nd 
February, 1 D-tD, and 1 asked the Hon’ble Minister to fell us when did 
he inspect the Debt Settlement Board office before the 22nd February? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 u>k for notice. 

• Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: wtotr m, Circle Officer 

inspection VI remark FFITalTOR COT S. D O. OT TODR1 

fa 'SitC-i-i VS Circle Officer inspection Inxik W 
remark fOTUR c^tSTfa public meeting as faC'HiT ^ inspection hooka? fat*ntT? 

The Hon’ble JChwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is the remark put 
down in the in^peedion hook, and very likely afterwards when he 
addressed the meeting he might have impressed ujxm the members 
the necesrdt\ and advantage of having Debt Settlement Boards and 
he might have mentioned how the work wa.s suffering owing to the 
President and the members not attending the meetings regularly. 1 
ma\ just point owt how light Settlement eases were dealt with; after 
filing, these cases were sometimes adjourned indefinitely without taking 
any"* steps for the last one and halt and two years and thus the rules 
and law's were given the go-bye. 

• 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon lie Minister be 
pleased to state if tin* meeting held at liajiganj, on the 22ml February, 
was held at the initiative of the Subdivisional Officer or under any 
special orders of the Government, and with what object? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

• 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Subdivisional Officer at Chandpur was informed 
that there w'as an allegation like that ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Naturally we called for 
a report, and a copy of the question that had been put was sent to tb© 
District Magistrate and he might have asked for an explanation from 
the Subdivisional Officer. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister «be pleased 
to state if any instructions have been issued to the Government officials 
to hold public meetings regarding politics? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state the name of the Chairman referred to in the question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that the M. L. A. in question 
had given notice for the institution of a civil suit claiming compensa- 
tion against the Subdivisional Officer for illegal search? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai question does not arise. 

Ban on “Desher Katha” by late Pandit Sakharam Canesh Deushkar. 

*289. Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA? (,/) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether the ban on the “Desher Katha” by the lute Pundit Sakharam 
Ganesh Deushkar exists? 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is iu the contemplation of Government to 
remove the ban? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(ft) No. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was this ban imposed upon that book and the 
reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Long ago: the book was 
found objectionable and so it was banned. <. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: With reference to (ft), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why it is not in the 
contemplation of the Government to remove the ban? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The ieasons which led 

the ban being imposed still exist. ^ 

* 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that this is a hook on Economics ? 
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Th* Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOINt It may be so, but at 

the same time it is objectionable. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTYl J ttrtwtt 

Pa at«(Ftr cnrujtFt? 

Mr. 8PEAKER1 That question does not arise. 


Defalcation and misappropriation of money in Hooghly Central 
Cooperative Bank, Limited. 

# *290. BabU RADHANATH DAS: {«) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
aware — 

( i ) that in the year 1M(i. the Secretary and the Assistant Secretary 
with some oth«‘r employees of the Hooghly Central Co- 
opera five Rank, Limited, were arrested for defalcation and 
misappropriation of bank inune\ and w<»re tried before the 
Court ; 

(it) that the Assistant Secretary made a statement in the Court; 

(in) that this case of misappropriation created a feeling and there 
was considerable run on the Co-operative Ranks of 
Hooghly and Seruuipore; and 

(iv 1 that some of those hanks arc unable to pay their depositors in 
full on demand? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of enquiring into 
the causes of decline of Co-operative Societies in Bengal with special 
reference to defalcations and remedial measures? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Muleunda Behary Mutlick): ( n i </> and (m Yes. 

(Hi) Yes, only temporarily. 

(iv) and (b) No. 

• • 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’% 
Minister be pleased to give an answer t u question (M in view of the 
fact that the question was “Are the Government considering the 
desirability of enquiring into the causes of decline of co-operative 
societies in Bengal with special reference to defalcations and remedial 
measures/’ and the answer given is a big No. ^ Does it mean that 
the Hon’ble Minister will >it idle and take no action? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: That, question doeg not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon/ble Minister 
be pleased to state: why lie does not think it desirable to enquire into 
its causes when in this question and in his own showing a lamentable 
state of things has been disclosed ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid, it involves two questions. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state win he does not consider it desirable to make an 
enquiry ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No s^h 

case has yet been made out for an enquiry of this nature. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if In* is aware that in the budget discussion and in 
several other questions, allegations regarding defalcation and mis- 
management have been repeatedly made on the floor of this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Police camp at Sibpur in Dinajpur for investigation of a dacoity case. 

*285. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (,/) Will the Hoi, -ble 
Minister in charge <d the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(i.) it is a fact that Kazi Nazimuddin, Inspector of Police, Sadar 
Circle, M. Moula Baksh, Sub-Inspector of Police, and the 
Sub-Inspector of Chirirbandar police-station, all of Dinajpur 
district, held a police cam]) at Sibpur in police-station 
Kotwali in connection with an investigation of a dacoity in 
the first week of August last ; 

(it) they called in custody one Adliar Barman and another Dhir 
Barman of Sibpur in the night of the 5th August, 1938; and 

(Hi) Adliar Barman did not return home after he had been taken 
in police custody and was seen thereafter hanging from the 
branch of a mango tree by the side of the Union Board Road 
* passing from one Chasir doctor’s bouse where the police 

camp was held? 

(b) Is it a fact that Dhir Barman lodged a complaint alleging that 
the police .officers were responsible for Adhar’s death in the Sadar 
Criminal Court and a local enquiry was held by the Sadar Deputy 
Magistrate under orders of the then District Magistrate? 
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(c) if the answer to (6) is iu the affirmative, wiH the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table the report of the aforesaid 
enquiry ? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) why the police officer* concerned were not suspended pending 1 
trial of tlie complaint made by Dhir Harman for investigation 
of the case; and 

(??» why the police officers in the camp at Sibpur did not take 
speedy steps to send the dead body for post mortem r, 
examination ? 


9 (e) Is it a fact that Adhar Barman was aged about *1') only and left 
a young widow and a daughter, the only child, behind him? 

(/) Is it a tact t hat the Sadar Subdi visional Officer acquitted the 
Sub-Inspector, < 'hirirbandar, who was accused in the case? 

( (j i Is ii a fact that the District and Sessions Judge of Dinajpur has 
made an observation regarding the manner in which the entire case was 
investigated in his order on the revisional petition preferred before him 
by Dhir Barman ? 

(h) Are the (iovernimoit considering it desirable to hold a sifting 
departmental enquiry immediately into the matter and to adopt measures 
for the prevention of a recurrence? 


iW Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (n) (?) Yes. 

(n) No. 

(n? ) It is not correct that Adhar Barman was taken into police 
custody. It is correct that he was found hanging from a mango tree. 

(b) Yes. 

4c) No, as the honourable member has apparently obtained a copy. 

(d) (if As it was considered that the re{>ort was against the weight 
of evidence it did not appear desirable to penalise the officer by suspend- 
ing him fending the enquiry. 

(ii) The dead body was sent for po«f mortem immediately after the 
Magisterial enquiry. 

ie) and (/)*Yes. 

(g) No. 

(h) Does notarise. 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUHDU : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Adhar Barman was taken into the police enquiry 
camp'»|SilbpurP 
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Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to the answer given in the printed answer. 

Mr* NISH1THA NATH KUNDU: It has been admitted in the 
Court that Asdhar Barman was taken to the police camp. Will the 
Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state how the answer can be “no” to my 
•question No. (a) (ii), viz., “they called in custody one Adhar Barman 
and another l)hir Barman of Si'bpur in the night of the 5th August 
1938”? 

The Hofi’Ma Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : There is a vast difference 
between taking a person into police custody and interviewing him. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to ( c ), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the answers in this House are 
meant only for the memlber who puts the questions or also for other 
members Who are interested in it ? Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in view of the fact that t lie honourable member who put the 
question obtained a cops , other members are debarred from having 
knowledge of the facts contained in that copy? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why he refuses to publish the report? 

»r 

The Hoffble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think, it will not be 
fair to publish the report of the magisterial enquiry without the judg- 
ments of the Subdivisional Officer and the District Judge. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if he would publish both the magisterial enquiry repprt 
and the judgments referred to? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable mem- 
ber so desires, I shall place all the three papers on the Library table. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many days after his death was the dead body sent 
for post-mortem examination? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Immediately after the 
magisterial enquiry. v , 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many da ye after his death? 
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The Hoa’ble Khwaja fir NAZIMUDDIN: I think about 24 or 48 
hours after. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that the dead body was sent for 
post-mortem examination four days after his death? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was the dead body found hanging from the mango 
tree? 

Th6 Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he would consider the desirability of enquiring if the 
body was not sent for post-mortem examination immediately after the 
body was found Imnging from the mango tree? 

. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The relatives of the 
deceased refused to allow the dead body to be sent for post-mortem exami- 
nation on the ground that information had been sent and the Magistrate 
was arriving from Dinajpur. 

• • 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased* to state if the police are bound to act according to the wishes of 
the relatives in not sending the body for post-mortem examination? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question of fact; that is a question 
of daw. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN : With reference to answer (e), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is in the contemplation 
of Government to allow some allowance to the young widow and the 
daughter of Adhar Barman ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

.Assault on the Dock Workers of Calcutta. 

*290 A. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister rn charge of the Home (Police) Department aware — 

,(t) tfiat cases of assault and intimidation are taking place on the 
dock workers of Calcutta and that many of such Sases have 
been reported to Ekbalpur, Watganj ancUBowbazar tbanas; 
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(it) that a grave situation has arisen giving rise to a wide-spread 
feeling of insecurity of life among the dock workers; 

(Hi) that ‘the largest number of such cases have taken place 
within the jurisdiction of the Ek’balpur police-station; 

(iv) that the police officer in charge of that station has not taken any 

action whatsoever to ibring the culprits to book ; 

(v) that this campaign of assault and intimidation against the dock 

workers is being organised by a number of sirdars who refuse 
to pay the scheduled rate of wages to the dock workers as 
embodied in an agreement effected in January 1935 as a result 
of the Calcutta Dock Strike of 1934; 

(vi) that two of the victims of such assault, viz., Zambu Patra and 

Basudev Das, were seriously injured and admitted into v the 
Police Case Hospital on the 3rd March ; 

(vii) that many others were assaulted even inside their houses in their 

bvstees on the same date at BaJbubazar in Kidderpore; 

(mii) that the assailants were identified and immediately reported to 
the police-station; but 

(i,r) that the police have so far taken no action in the matter? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, 
do Government propose to take to ensure safety and a peaceful atmos- 
phere for the dock workers and to give them protection in their ordinary 
callings against molestation? 

r 1 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Complaints have 
been received within the last two months and recorded at Watganj thana 
and Ekbalpur outpost. 

(?/) No. Adequate police arrangements have been made. For over 
a fortnight no disturbance has taken place. 

(id) Cases about 30 in number were almost equally divided between 
Eklbalpore outpost and Watganj police-station. 

(iv) This is incorrect. Adequate police patrols have beeli sent out 
to maintain order. 

(v) I have no information. 

(iv) Zambu Patra and Basudev Das were admitted into the hospital 
t on 3rd March 1939 with lacerations and abrasions. They were dis- 
charged on 9th March 1939 and Tth March 1939 respectively. 

(vii) Seven complaints were received and only three of them with 
injuries which were extremely slight. No complaint of assault inside 
any house was received. 

(wit) Certain assailants were named to the police. 
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(»$) This is incorrect. The police have investigated the cases, and 
further action is under consideration, t 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the number 

of erases that actually occurred and complaints received, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been taken by 
way of effecting any arrest or starting any prosecution against any of 
the assailants? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MU ODIN: Adequate police patrols 
have been sent out to maintain order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to Mate whether in view of the nature of the 
disturbance as evidenced in his answer he is contemplating actually 

taking legal action against some of the assailants? 

% 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is answered in (/>). 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to $CT(a) 
fWRT CTOtff — HI -Hitt H'SfiW'R RT'TOH fa R Wl TOKW ' liflW* •CTV TO 
TOR TOR arreHt TO TOR fa ^T? 

• • 

TJio Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the 
hon’ble* member to answer (a) (ur). 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA "&ANERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
blKi* ac*^?t 5"^ 4 ^ — a«flR <RT TOR R matter is under consideration; 
fa^ WTVR SIR TO TOR HTV TO TOR — TOR arrest TO TOR fa HI? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You must ask whether the police has any power to 
arrest. Your first question ought to be whether on the basis of this 
the police has the power under the law to arrest. Then this question 
may arise# 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether on the basis of the case mentioned 
here the police have tried to effect any arrest at all? 


Mr. 8PEAKER;, You must first ask whether this arrest can be made. 

# 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the •Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state whether police was authorised to arrest the 
assailants and whether the cases were such as to warrant arrest? 
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Tht Hobble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
authorisation. , The police know what their duty is and they are 
performing their duty v$ry well. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble 

Minister aware of the reasons for these assaults? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Mere mutual jealousy 
and distrust. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (a) (v), will 
thd Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has made any 
enquiry at all? c 

a 

Mr. SPEAKER: That probably comes und^r your friend’s jurisdic- 
tion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Hon’ble Speaker has 
already told you that it is a matler more for the Labour Minister than 
myself. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: May I ask the Hon’ble the Labour 
Minister to reply to this question? 

{ l 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the Hon’ble Minister will simply ask for 
notice. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA ‘MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether one of the reasons for not effecting 
any arrests is that the assailants are the supporters and followers of 
the Hon’ble the Labour Minister, Mr. Suhrawardy? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers wpre laid on the table) 

Passport for Japan for Chiranjilal Shroff. 

« 

103. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Hogie (Political) Department aware that Mr. Chiranjilal Shroff 
was refused a passport for Japan? 

t 

(b) tf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what was the reason? 



' QUESTIONS. 


M 




! 


(c) It the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

(t) that he was elected a delegate from the National Trade Union 
Federation of India for the Asiatic labour Conference to be 
held in Tokyo in March , 1937; and 
' (tt) that he was the only delegate elected from Bengal National 
Trade tfnion Federation to represent Bengal at the con* 
f erence P 


(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons why 
Mr. Shroff was informed of the refusal of his passport after the con- 
ference at Tokyo had taken place? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes 

( b ) I am not prepared to disclose the reason. 

(c) and (d) Mr. Shroff stated that he had been requested to attend 
a conference in May, 1937, as the representative of the Press Employees* 
Association. I regret that I have no information, as to whether the 
Bengal National Trade Union Federation selected any other delegate, 
or as to the date on which the conference actually took place. 


Dr. NALINAJfSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this Mr*. Chiranjilal Shroff is the same gentleman 
wh<r last year was prosecuted by the police for something in connection 
with his activities in the fatfca market and which prosecution failed ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I know nothing about it. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
this Chiranjilal Shroff had been pursued by the police for the last 
several years aud a number of cases were instituted against him, 
most of jyhich ended in failure? 


Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. , 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that here is aA 
instance in which the third-degree method has ffeen applied against a 
citixen <£ Calcutta and every attempt has been made to pursue him in 
every way, even to the extent of refusing ihe passport to him. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You can put that question later. 
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Dr. HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I wa* just trying to elicit infonna- 
tion that if the Hon'ble Minister would say that this is the same 
gentleman, then my question would be whether the refusal of the 
passport had been on account of the failure of some police prosecutions 
against him. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The ‘first question does 
not arise at all out of this. I am not supposed to know what has 
happened. I only know that he applied for a passport. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why he is not prepared to disclose the reasons if He 
has got any to support his statement? « 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These are State matters 
which 1 cannot disclose. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the IWtfle Minister be 
pleased to state if the reasons are not those 'given by my friend 
Hr. Sanval? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has denied that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what State interest would suffer if Mr. Chiranjilal 
Shroff had been granted the passport? 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a purely hypothetical question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the petition of Mr. Shroff was not disposed of 
before the conference was held at Tokyo? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does this question arise? 1 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to question (<*), 
namely, to state the reasons why Mr. $hroff was informed, of the refusal 
^f the passport after the conference at Tokyo, no answer has been given. 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: To begin with the whole 

Basis is wrong. Mr. Shroff stated that he had been requested to attend 

a conference in May 1937, as the representative of the Press Employees' 

Association, whereas in the question it is suggested that he was 

representing the Bengal National Trade Union Federation. 

* 
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•Ir. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My question is why was not 

bis petition disposed of before the conference was held at Tokyo? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If « man does not get a 
passport, it does not matter when he gets file information. 

• 

Df« NALI NAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government is considering the desirability of 
reviewing the case of Ohiranjilal Shroff in regard to the attitude of 
Government towards him in view of the continued repression exercised 
on him in different ways? 

8lr. SPEAKER: Dr. Snnyal, you are going in a wrong way. This 
question does not arise. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : W ill the Hon lde Minister be pleased to Ntate 
whether in his application he put a definite date of the conference to 
be held at Tokyo? 

I 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite possible. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why in spite of th*; department taking recommendations of two very 
prominent men of Calcutta, his passport was not granted and he wan 
informed of it only after the conference was held? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You have put four questions. You may put them 
one by one. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: \V ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why, in spite of the department asking for the recommendations of two 
prominent persons of Calcutta 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How do you know? He has not supplied that 
information. Get the information from him first. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: A V ill the Hbn'ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether in reply he was asked to submit recommendations of two pro- • 
minent persons of Calcutta in order to enable Government to give him 
the passport? * 

# 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it does not follow 
that because two respectable people have recomm aided, the passport 
should be givem 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Press 
Employees’ Association is a member of the National Trade Union 
Federation which is a registered body? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Mr. Shroff was furnished by Government with 
reasons for denying him the passport? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: No, Sir, that is not the 

practice. 

Babll NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Were the Government justified 
in refusing him point blank without giving any reasons? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. tt 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the objection is against the National Trade Union Federation 
or against Mr. Shroff? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Excise shops in Dinajpur. 

1G4. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAft: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing at present — 

(t) the total number of (1) liquor, (2) gonja , and (3) opium shops 
in the district of Dinajpur; 

(ii) the number of excise vendors from (1) Hindus, (2) Scheduled 
Castes and (3) Muslims in the said district; apd 

(tii) how many of them are (1) natives of the district* and (2) who 
are outsiders? 

(b) Is it a fact that excise sh6ps are being settled with outsider! 

4 and to non-Muslims of the district? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) A statement is 
laid on*the table. 

(6) No. Shops are generally settled with natives of the district 
and only in tare cases with outsiders. 4 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 

No. 104. 


( i ) The total number of — 

(1) Liquor shops— 62; 

(2) Ganja shops — 47 ; 

(3) Opium shops — 23. 

Besides these there is one bhany shop and one charas shop. 

(it) The number of excise vendors from — 

(1) Hindus — 62; 

(2) Scheduled Castes — 2; 

(3) Muslims — 10. 

(in) The nulhber of excise vendors who are — 

(1) natives of the district — 38; 

(2) outsiders — 36. 

(All domiciled.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATHf KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if licences were issued this year for excise shops in 
Dinajpur ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does that question arise ? 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: With reference to the statement under 
(a) ( it), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the number 
of Muslim and Scheduled Castes vendors is so low? 

t 

Mr. Speaker: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: The information is supplied in the 
statement, but I want to know the reason why the number is so lowf* 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have made a decision in «view of the fact that 
questions of such nature have become too many. Where you require- 
only statistical information, any question of substance is not relevant. 
The only question relevant as regards substance outside statistics it 
whether they were outsiders or non-Muslims. Barring that, other 
questions are # not in order. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble ’ Minister 
kindly say the number of liquor shops, ganja shops and opium shops 
in the year previous to t^at for which the number has been given here ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I want notice. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: uroi It Kir crrci circcn Wk 

VR STTO Cl Cl bli <3H scheduled castes m lift vendors 

TICI, f 6*51 vendors TTCI <31 IWJ* fr scheduled castes ICICI IT 

<3 mu effisfra icici? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It is quite separate, 
and does not arise. 

0 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
{a) (Hi), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether his 
answer that the natives of the district were given -‘18 shops and out- 
eiders 80 shops is consistent wi t li his answer to (b) where he states 
■“shops are generally settled with the natives of the districts and only 
in rare cases with outsiders’ 1 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: They are all 
domiciled. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: As regards the two Scheduled 
Castes vendors, will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
one of the two vendors was given licence last year but was refused this 
.year and, if so, what w T as the reason for that? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Assault on a Krishak volunteer at Kaohuabazar, Hajiganj, Tippera. 

105. Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — c 

(i) that Maulvi Jonah Ali Majumdar, m.l.a., w T ired to the District 
Magistrate, Tippera, on the 13th December, 1938, informing 
him that a Krishak volunteer was assaulted by Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Syeduddin Ahmad, the then Circle Officer, Hajiganj, 
at Kachuabazar; and 

(it) that the volunteer was announcing a public meeting by beat of 
a tin-canister? ^ 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon* ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, did the District Magis- 
trate take on the telegram ? 

« *• i 
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K T lia * r "^IIWODIII: (a) Ou tho 15th December, 

1938, the District Magistrate, Tippera, received a telegram in the name 

of Mr. Jonabah Majumdar, m.l.a., which contained allegations ol the 
nature described. 

(6) He ordered it to be filed, noting at the same time that if 
genuine, a complaint would doubtless be made according to law. 


Mr. 8URENDRA HATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate sent a reply to Maulvi 
iFonab Ali Majumdar, M.L.A., to his telegram ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask to. notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have issued any instruct ions to 
the District Executive Officers that the ML As belonging to the 
Opposition should be treated indifferently Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Not yet. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer (h) whether Government 
justified the conducj of the District Magistrate in ignoring the com- 
'plaint of the M.L.A. ? * 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. The answer is very cleur 
in this matter. If there is anything.done that is not right, a coinplaint 
can be lodged, and it will be looked into. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not the duty of the District Magistrate to 
enquire intp the complaint made by an aggrieved person Y 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
of the fact that a Magistrate can take cognizance of a case ou receipt of 
a wire from a particular person Y 

. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under what section? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Under sectipn 100, clause (o) 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
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Mr* SPEAKER I You know the answer. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Government consider 
the desirability of looking into the matter further? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I don’t think that there 

is any necessity. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to disclose the name of the District Magistrate who did this P 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 1 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does not the Government 

consider that the allegations that have been made against a responsible 
officer, namely, the Circle Officer, are so serious as to .justify an enquiry? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The mere fact that the 
allegation has not been followed by any action in the proper form shows 
that there is no justification for the allegation. Let me make this point 
clear. At the time of election it is very common — anybody who has 
contested an election knows that — that a number qf wires are sent from 
the election booths against various officials and other people, and this 
was done at the time of the election. « 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have nowhere stated that this was done at 
the time of election. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry I was mixing 

this up with another answer. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to «answer (b) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any complaint 
according to law has been made by the M.L.A. ? 

The HottMMe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not that I am aware 

‘ of. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will th* Hon’ble 

Ministdt* be pleased to state what steps, since the complaint was receiv- 
ed, have been taken to investigate into the matter and ascertain the 
truth or otherwise of the allegations in the complaint? 
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SHAKER! The answer is a complete answer* When he got 
the telegram he ordered it to be filed, noting at the same time that, if 
genuine, a complaint would doubtless be made according to law. 
There is nothing further on the basis of that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The queation definite- 
ly says that such an* incident took place, and the Hon’ble Minister hat 
answered that a complaint could doubtless be made according to law 
if the complaint was genuine. It was up to the police to move in the 
matter and bring the culprit to book. My question is, what steps the 
District Magistrate took to ascertain the truth or otherwise of the 
complaint so as to move the police in the matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid, you should have first, asked whether 
the complaint was such that the police could take cognisance of the 
complaint. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the llon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the complaint was such that the 
police should usually take cognisance of it? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that thie 
was a complaint of such a nature, and, secondly, it is doubtful 
whether the gentleman in whose name the telegram was sent was 
* actually the person who seht it. Naturally the District Magistrate 
waited to see if the thing was genuine and if anything was really 
serious, there would be a regular complaint. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Having regard to the very fre- 
quent complaints of this nature coming from different parts of the 
country relating to meetings and other demonstrations held by flic 
Krishak-Proja party, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider 
the desirability of issuing instructions to the district officers to give 
special protection to this body and the meetings held by them in 
future 9 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not accept the 
first portion of the question, and therefore the rest of the question does 
not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister Ixf 
pleased to etate whether the District Magistrate’smote as referred to in 
answer (J), was communicated to Mr. Jonah Ali Majumdar, M.L.A.P 

The HonHile Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. That was an 
order on the file. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
Jdeased to state whether in spite of the serious allegations made, he is 
unwilling to proceed with the enquiry only because the member 
belongs to the Opposition Party? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

•• 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With reference to the answer 
just given to my supplementary question, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he would accept the earlier part of my ques- 
tion when I referred to the frequent questions put to him in this 
House from time to time with regard to such complaints? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: 1 submit, Sir, that it arises out 
of the answer that he has given. I have asked that with reference to 
questions frequently addressed to him about such complaints, will he 
kindly take steps and will he kindly accept the first part of my 
question ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as representations 
in this House are concerned, I am prepared to accept them, but I do 
not accept anything else. I do not agree that they are justified, and 
therefore the question of taking steps does not arise. 

Oil mills in Calcutta and Howrah and decrease in the supply of 
mustard seed- 

106. 8rijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary' Department 
aware — 

(i) that more than hundred oil mills in Calcutta and Howrah func- 
tioned on the mustard seed produced in Bengal; ‘ 

(it) that later on the cultivators took to jute cultivation and pro- 
duction of mustard seed decreased considerably; 

(Hi) that these mills had to depend upon mustard seeds imported 
from other provinces of India ; and 

» (tv) that owing to freight charge on mustard seed these mills cannot 
compete with those in the United Provinces and have been 
closing down? 

(b) If^the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of encouraging the cultivators to produce 
mustard seed instead of jute? 
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Th. Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) In the abeenoe of any 

reliable statistics regarding the mustard oil mill industry in Calcutta 
and Howrah, I am unable to say if the statements made are accurate, 
but I can say that I am aware that Bengal is very far from being self- 
supporting so far as mustard seed is concerned and that the cost of 
freight on imported seeds is a definite handicap to the mustard oil mill 
industry in this protince. 

(b) With a view to remedying this state of affairs, I have included 
in the Budget for 1939-40 a provision of Its. 32,310 for a scheme for 
the multiplication of improved mustard seeds in Bengal. It is hoped 
that the scheme, which is a 3-year one, will go a long way in improving 
both the quantity and the quality of mustard seed grown in Bengal and 
that the local oil mill industry will also lienefit thereby. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (b), will 
the JTon ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the districts ii* 
which the scheme for the multiplication of the improved mustard 
seeds in Bengal is* likely to be introduced? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The scheme has been 
recently sanctioned, and T do not think the areas have been selected. 

• Babu NARENDHA NAFUAYAN CHAKRABARTY: toT? WtTmm 

wu* ohiot fa <?ra ra fat surras rarara n faq y tm — eue 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think that question does not require an answer. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : ercfa fawmr wrafe 

fafa & **,©^>o Sm raro fat toot •tfapwrar 
cotctor <tKura fa$ra irarara e*ra ^ sra? 

(No .reply.) 


Visitors of Mymonsingh Jail. 

107. Mr. QIA8UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister i» 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state the reasons-, 
why no member from the opposition has been chosen as Visitor of the 
jails in the Mymenfcingh district? 

The HOfl’Me Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Appointments tfre made 
by the Commissioner of the Division and I have no information. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the principle on which these appointments 
are made? 

The Hon 1 We Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to Jail Code Rule 56. There he will see that a 
special provision has been made for the appointment of members of 
the legislature irrespective of party. The members who desire to 
become jail visitors, should make that known to the Commissioner of 
the Division concerned. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Since the notice of 
the question was given, has the Hon’ble Minister made any enquiry as 
to whether any Opposition members were appointed, and if not, frhy 
not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to my reply to the supplementary question put by 
the member from Bogra. 4 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Babu Amrita Lai Man dal, a member of the 
Opposition, has been appointed a non-official visitor of the Tangail 
Bub-Jail? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I think this is correct. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given 
to the supplementary question of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is not desirable to see 
that the Opposition members are also appointed? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view r of the fact 

that the question contains a categorical assertion of the invidious dis- 
tinction made in the ease of the Opposition members, does the Hon’ble 
Minister consider it necessary to make enquiries into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already made 
the position of Government clear *ln my reply to the supplementary 
question put by the honourable member from Bogra. I would refer 
the honourable member to Jail Code Rule 56. Sir, you will find that 
special provision has been made for the appointment of the, members 
of the legislature irrespective of party. I therefore suggest that if 
*ny one wishes to serve as a jail visitor, he should apply to the Divi- 
sional Commissioner. 
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■rt '..!?• •pNiNONA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hoa’bU Mihieter 

W« tat l *! j he hon °, urable mwnber8 «*e Coalition P.rty, 
ft™”* 8 , 1 *!? 8e,eoted « *■««». did communicate their inten- 

f M ““ ae Commissioner* before their appointment? 

U*** Khw *i* *■> HAZIMUDDIN: I am not .warn of 


Or. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that a number of jail visitors from this 
Mouse have been appointed for jails located in municipal towns, though 
taqy are not representatives of those constituencies? 

The Hon’ble Ktiweja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of 

that. 


V 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that jails located in the- towns of Berhampore, Krishnagar and other 
such places have non -official visitors belonging to a certain party, who 
are not representing those particular towns? 

Tha Hon’bto IChwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to the Jail Code Rules. If any mistake ha* been 
made, it may be brought to my notice, and I will see to it. 


Mf, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of appointing only those members 
of this House as jail visitors who have been in jails previously? 


Tfte Htoft’bfe Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: It sounds an admirable 
suggestion, but I regret it is not possible to accept it. 


Ecfcn Canal staff. 

4 

108. Mr. BHIRENDRA NAHA YAH MUKERJI: ( a ) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart* * 
jaent pleased to lay a statement on the table showing for the year* 
im and 1937— * 

?t) the number of employees; and 

(tt) the charges for salaries in the different grades of the Bden Canal 
stall for irrigation and for revenue? 


S 
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(b) Is it a fact — 


[29th Ka&^ 


(i) that 20 per cent, of the cost on account of Revenue Officer and 
some subordinate officers is charged on the Eden Canal; 

(itj that the cost on account of the Revenue Officer exceeds the 
amount sanctioned at the time of administrative approval 
of the scheme; and 


(ivi) that the costs of some subordinate officers who do not help the 
Eden Canal administration are charged on the Eden Canal P 


MINI8TER in oharga of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Oossimhazar) ; (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

An explanation of the variation in the staff was given on the 16th 
March, 1939, in my reply to part ( c ) ( i ) of the bon'ble member’s 
unstarred question No. 67. 

( b ) (i) and (it) Yes. 

(in) No. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 108 ► 
Part A— 1932-33. 

Combined Revenue and Irrigation staff. 


Number and class. 

Annual 

cost. 


Rs. 

6 Revenue Mohurrirs 

2,098 

2 Zilladars (Sectional Officers acted as such in 
addition to their own duties). 

600 (allowance at Re. 25 
each per month). 

7 Patrols 

1,296 

1 Barkandaz 

192 

1 Khalasi 

156 

Total 

4,342 
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Irrigation staff. Revenue staff. 


No. 

Class. • 

Annual XT 
cost. No - 

Class. 

Annual 

cost. 



Rs. 


Re. 

2 

Revenue Mohurrirs . . 

820 1 

Zillad&r 

720 


Patrols 

1,152 5 

Tahsildars 

1,800 

1 

Khalasi 

156 1 

Mohurrir 

480 


. 

7 

Mohurrirs 

2,620 


\ 

20 

Mohurrirs (for 3 

1,800 


• 


months). 




4 

Barkandazes 

672 



9 

Peons 

1,404 

e 

Total 

# 2,128 

Total 

9,396 
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The Bengal Emergency Rent Reduction Bill, 1837. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL JABBAR PALWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move tkat under the proviso to sub-section ( 2 ) of section 18 of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Rules and Standing Orders the Bengal 
Emergency Rent Reduction Bill, 1937, be continued. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abdul Jabbar Taiwan that, under the 
proviso ito sub-section ( 2 ) of section 18 of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Rules and Standing Orders, the Bengal Emergency Rent 
Reduction Bill? 1937, be continued was put and lost. 

The Bengal Medical (Amendment) BUI, 1937. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg; to move 
that under the proviso to sub-section ( 2 ) of section 18 of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly Rules and Standing Orders, tfhe Bengal Medical 
(Amendment) pill, 1937, be continued. 
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The motion of Mr. Anukui Chahdra Das that, under ,the proviso 
to sub-section ( 2 ) of section 13 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Buies and Standing Orders, the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1937, be continued was put and agreed to. 

Hf. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Speaker^ Sir, I beg to mere 
that the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Sir, it is a Bill meant for the amendment of the Bengal Medical 
Act of 1914. Sir, I shall not make a long speech, but I shall only say 
that the matter was considered on the floor of this House many times 
and even the present Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health 
Department also sponsored a similar Bill. It was also moved in the 
Inst Council by several members, but they were unsuccessful in having 
the Bill passed. 

Now, the principal background of this Bill is that formerly, about 
59 years back, there were one Government Medical'* College and two 
Medical Schools which were quite insufficient for the medical needs of 
the province, and so the generous people came forward and established 
private medical schools and colleges for the education of students. 
So before 1914, there were two sets of schools, (1) Government schools 
and colleges, and (2) private schools and colleges, and students passing 
out from those schools and colleges used, to have appointments and to 
do other things without any distinction whatsoever. In 1914 it was 
laid down for the first time that the students of private schools and 
colleges would he debarred from enjoying the privileges hitherto avail- 
able to them. In all countries, *Sir, in the Punjab, Bombay, Burma, 
wherever Medical Act was passed, the medical practitioners existing 
at the time of the passing of the Act were provided for. Even in 
England, Sir, when the Medical Act was passed in 1815, sixty years’ 
time was given, so that all could have their names registered. But, 
no far as Bengal is concerned, only two years’ time was given to the 
medical students to appear at an examination, and when they unfortu- 
nately got plucked in one or two subjects they were allowed to appear 
fwr the third time, hut not the candidates who did not appear at all. 
That was the real difficulty. Consequently, Sir, the medical practi- 
tioners who bad their training in private schools and colleges were not 
allowed to practise, give certificates, and give evidence and, further- 
more, owing to the operation of the Excise and Poisons Acts, they 
were not allowed is prescribe all medicines. This matter was consi- 
dered by the last Council, and some motions were inoved, but they all 
failed. c 

I shall divide my Bill into three parts. In the first part you will 
fad, Sir, that it *hae provided for the existing medical practitioners 
at the time cvhen the Bengal Medical Act of 1914 *a* passed. There 
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were a large number of medical practitioners who were debarred from 
piling certificates and also from practising, and they were further 
debarred by the operation of the Excise and Poisons Acts to prescribe 
medicines. In all countries, Sir, the existing medical practitioners 
were given full status — even the barbers in England were recognised 
as* surgeons when the British Medical Registration Act was passed 
there, In this couittry, Sir, when the Bengal Medical Act was passed, 
these medical practitioners, who had no idea whatever that Government 
would put a stop to their practice, were disappointed. After that. Sir, 
students passing out of some private colleges were deemed qualified 
when these colleges were affiliated, but not those who came out of these 
colleges before affiliation. So, three or four years after the passing 
of tiie Medical Act of 1914, ««ne junior medical practitioners who had 
their training in private colleges were allowed to practise as qualified 
doctors, while medical practitioners who received their training a few 
years earlier were not so allowed, although both had their training in 
the same private colleges. The older students wen* disqualified while 
the younger students were qualified ! 

Thirdly, Sir, my .Bill also provides for those medical practitioner* 
who have got their training from private schools and colleges. For 
them, Sir, I have provided in the Bill for an examination. If in the 
examination they are found qualified tbe\ will he taken in. I have 
made this provision, because, Sir, while the Medical Alt of 1914 
restricted the students in snipe way or othei, it made no restriction so 
far as starting of private schools and colleges is concerned. What 
I haVe provided for in nn Bill is that these medical practitioners 
should 1 h> allowed to sit at an examination and if they come out success- 
ful, they will be taken in as qualified medical practitioners. 

It. is for these three classes of medical practitioners, Sir, that I 
have made provisions in my Bill. It is only meet and proper, Sir, that 
they should be considered as qualified doctors. I want to disabuse from 
the mind of everyone the fact that quacks should l>e allowed to pass 
off as qualified men by my Bill. What I want is that a qualified man, 
who has got proper training in a school or college, will alone be 

allowed tg register his name in the register of the Medical Council. 

Therefore, Sir, I have made provision for the following three classes 
of medical practitioners, viz., (1) those who were found practising at 
the time when the Medical Act* was passed, (2) those who passed the 
examinations from private schools*and colleges which were afterwards 
recognised by Government, and (3) those who passed out from schools * 
and colleges which were not yet affiliated. For tju* last class I have 

provided for an examination in my Bill, so that if they come out 

successful f they will be declared qualified. 

In this connection, I would also like to bring to your nifties that 
a similar; Bill wfrs sponsored by our Hon'ble the Chief Minister some- 
time ago, bat it was not actually moved by him. It wa# moved, with 
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certain modifications, in the old Council by Mr. Jitendralal Banerji, 
but that also failed. Then, Sir, the matter was taken up by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mullick, but his measure was defeated by three votes. The pre- 
sent Hon’ble Minister ih charge brought forward a similar Bill. It 
was only introduced, but could not be taken up further. 

Therefore, Sir, in all fairness, I ask our Hon’blp Minister to accept 
the Bill which he himself, sponsored, when he was only a member and 
not an Hon’ble Minister of the Bengal Government. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my Bill to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1939. 

Sir, in moving my amendment, I would simply yke to say that this 
Bill proposes to make some important changes in the existing Act and 
before undertaking any hasty legislation, we should ascertain the opinion 
of the public on this Bill. With these words, I would commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, personally, I have 
a good deal of sympathy with some of the objects of the Bill, because, 
as the honourable member has pointed out some time ago, I myself 
sponsored a somewhat similar Bill. My honourable friend knows the 
fate of that Bill and the fate of previous Bills of a similar nature. That 
shows the policy of the Government so far as this matter is concerned. 
That policy has not yet been altered and, therefore, I am not in a 
position to support the motion of my honourable friend. But, I think, 
Sir, that the grievances of some of these doctors are genuine to a certain 
extent. That is my personal view and, if possible, some relief should 
be given to them. So far as that is concerned, I intend to make an 
attempt to prepare a modified scheme and place it before the Govern- 
ment as a whole for its acceptance. If that is done, then I think some 
relief will be given to these doctors. But so far as the present Bill 
is concerned, it is somewhat of a sweeping character, and I cannot give 
my support to it. 

Sir, I would rather support the amendment of my honourable friend, 
Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali, and in doing so I should like to explain 
that the object of the Bill is to amend section 17 of the Bengal Medical 
Act so as .to extend registration to the following classes of persons who 
ire not registrable under the present rules, namely: — v, 

(1) tfny person who holds a degree or diploma or certificate from 
any University, College or School subsequently approved by 
the 4 Council and wbo was practising the western system of. 
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medicine on the day the Bengal Medical Act came into 
force, that is, 27th May 1914; 

{2) any person who was trained in an unrecognised medical insti- 
tution which was recognised afterwards and joined the 
medical profession before the enforcement of the member’s 
Bill, provided he passes a special examination such as the 
Council may hold for the purpose. 


As regards persons in class (1), such persons were allowed a full 
opportunity to qualify themselves for registration by sitting at the final 
examination for the licentiateship within two years from the constitution 
of the State Medical Faculty. This concession was extended, with the# 
sanction of the Government of India, up to the. examination held in 
November 1916. 

The unsuccessful candidates at the Final Licentiate Examination 
held in November 1916. who appeared under the transitory provision 
and failed in not more than two subjects, were admitted up to and 
including the First Examination in 1919, without being required to 
receive instructions in the subject or subjects in which they failed. 
The concession was further extended up to the examination in November 
1919, so that the majority of this class of students received this conces- 
sion for a period of about five years. Students of the Belgachia Medical 
•School who joined the school in 1913 and passed the Final Examination 
of that jnstitution in 1917 were permitted to appear at the Final 
Licentiate Examination of the State Medical Faculty without being 
required to undergo any further training, up to the year 1924. It 
will be seen, therefore, that persons trained in medical institutions who 
came to practice prior to the year 1914 were not automatically brought 
on the register, but were allowed to sit at the Final Licentiate Exami- 
nation of the State Medical Faculty and that sufficient opportunity was 
given to these men to qualify for registration. There is no reason why 
the privilege of registration should now, after 24 years, be extended 
to such T)f the persons who failed to avail themselves of the opportunity 
given undSr the transitory provisions. The proposal appears to be all 
the more unreasonable as it is suggested that such persons should be 
entitled to registration even without any qualifying examination. 

As regards persons in category *(2), the proposal virtually amounts 
to allowing persons trained in unrecognised institutions to sit at the • 
Final Licentiate Examination of the State Medical Faculty. This 
would amount to 'giving a premium to unrecognised and inefficient 
institution#, and there is no reason why such a concession should be 
allowed. There would be no point then in insisting that erfbdidates 
dheaM be strained* for a prescribed period in a reoognised institution 
before being allowed to sit at the Final Licentiate Examination. 
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< rlt it thus obvious that the provisions of the Bill are likely to frus- 
trate the main objects of the Act, and Government are unable to agree 
to its further progress without eliciting opinion on the same'. 

I hope, Sir, that in view of the statement that I have already made 
that I have a mind to examine this question and to frame a proposal 
to be put before the Government, my honourable friend will withdraw 
his motion for consideration of the Bill. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that, by way of amend- 
ment, the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 31st December 1939, was then put an d agreed to. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move, under the proviso to 
sub-section ( 2 ) of section 18 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Rules 
and Standing Orders, that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1937, be continued. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of information, Sir. 
Before ray friend, Maulvi Abdul Hakim, moves his motion, may I 
enquire if lie can accept the motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy for circulation? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Unless the motion is before the House, amend- 
ments cannot be moved. 1 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, as you are aware, the parlia- 
mentary convention is that where a Bill has just been thrown into the 
Massacre of Innocents, if any formality has got to be done through in 
the House, there is no opposition made on the party lines or on any 
other lines — that is the parliamentary convention. But here we find 
that on some Bills there has been some objection already recorded and 
the House refused permission. May we be enlightened as to what 
should be the proper procedure? 

* Mr. SPEAKER a I thought that this was probably the first time 
when there has been a misunderstanding on one side of the House. I 
do not think it was the intention of anybody seriously that the matter 
should not be continued, but somehow a voice was raised frofea the left 
and the voice on the right was much stronger; so I expected that eithes 
a division or some .such thing will be called ford Blit nothing Of the 
sort happened^ 
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- ttew * 1 ‘ oul<1 an understanding between Ike different 

Mn&M Uwt at least on non-official Bills if there is teohnioal bar through 
* rule, the convention should, at far as possible, be that the teohnioal 
iMur may not stand in th# way. 


Mmlvi ABDUL *HAKIM: I beg to move that the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy, 

(2) Mr. Jatindra Nath Basil, 

. (3) Mr. C. Millar, 

(4) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(5) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(6) Maulana Md. Maniruzzaman lslamabadi, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hushem Ali Khan, 

(8) Mr. Hem Chandra Nasker, 

(9) Mr. Md. Abdul Jabbar Palwan, 

(10) Mr. Kved Jaialuddin Hashemy. 

(11) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(12) Maulvi Raflibuddih ^Tarafdar, 

(13) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(14) Mr. Sved Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(15) Mr. Syed Ahmed Khan, # 

(16) Kazi Emdadul Haque, 

(17) Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed, 

(18) Mr. Shahedali, 

(19) Itfaulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(20) Mr. Niharendu Dutta Muzumdar, and 

(21) the mover, 

witl|, instructions to submit their report by 30th June, 1939, and that 

the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at seven. 

• 

iW Hoti’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to move, by* 
W^y of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting pinion thereon by the 31st March, 1940. 

* This is a very comprehensive Bill, and I do not think it should be 
discussed or referred to a Select Committee without having public 
Opinion on if. 
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Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: mfin *vr«fc mm, mfb *m 

OTtiRfi TOM;* 5TfTO5 Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill Select Committee OT 
TOTS Cl tMth-k TOT TO V&T ®0f*( SRtft RT?fC; 45* TOTOT 5R5ll TOTqCRUf flt 
circulate QMU 8RT R motion 4RR5 CHfrrc* oppose CTOft I Bengal Tenancy 
Act 45 circulate TO5 TOTCJR ®CTR 1ST «Tlf5 TO 5l5 5TI 5IOTT KOT5 HfOTfc 

e fro cttot rtr mm . mm ^ rto otktto ftp* rr toot* 5iti 
Election^ H55 4 fro? ®TTOrr TOR? 4TORT RiRfa l 3TOT* faflfi? circulation 4 
♦fl&TOT R RR improvement TO ST «nfa TO *f5 5T, HWW? 5^ 4* circulation 
41 SR3TR5 *TO* TO? fOT&TR 5(H!bml KOTl Bengal Tenancy 45 
5T H*TO5 TOR STCS $TO TOR? 55 5T*, «TOT JROTRW5 TOTOR ®HR 45* OT* 
H*OT155 Kf«UM 5T RT5OT 5TTO ROT5 fWTO <3 W? TO TO 5H 
r hto fro fro ^fTOf*ro brr, to? 5ft: rr irk ztffc tnrw, ot H5, r Select 
Committee 5 2P$T5 TO" TOR, STO* fa* RT5K5, 5fte W TO *Ff5 =11 R 
45 CTO f^q; H*OTT5R5 TOfiSR RTCS HTRI Circulation 45 SRT 5TC5T5 5TR* 
TO 4* C5 WtW? Sva f55^5l ST5T 5T RTI5R5 OT*ti? ftC5* H^R? «TTTO TO, 
TO M»l\< ^8^5 RTTS TO 5TI 5R3TOTO CTO* 4TO H*OTT55 TOl 

iHlHO HI CTO* fTO* H5 TO f5R5 RTR TO TOR l H^WK Select Committee OT 
5TC5T5 R 3H3T5 TO TOR CH*ti?* 5T$OT5 SR 6 ! TO *5ftt*4* RIOT *lft 4* 2PTO 
H55ft RT5ftl 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, by way of 
amSndment, that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st 
March, 1940, was then put and a division Vailed. 

» 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: On a point of explanation, Sir. (Cries 
of “No, no.”) 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : May I explain, SirP 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. BREAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you know that when the Whip of 
your party tries to speak on behalf of the Congress Group«J always 
allow him an opportunity to speak of the members on your side. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even on a point of order! 

< . 

« Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, I have allowed the Whip to speak on, behalf 
of your group. I hope you will extend the same courtesy to the Whip 
of the Coalition Group. I think that he is the propfer man to explain 
the point of vie*. % 

Mr. Khwaja^ $H A H ABU D D I N : It was a point of personal explana- 
tion. The honourable member, Maulvi Abdul Hakim > 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The 
jpoint of order is this. The House is going to have voting on a particular 
motion. That voting has an important bearing and, if there is any 
utterance or statement made by the Whip, it may influence the voting. 
I would, therefore, like to suggest that such statements are not made. 

SPEAKER; I want to know what is the point which Maulvi 
Abdul Hakim wanted to raise. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: As decided by the Coalition Party, I 
accept the amendment. (Cries of “No, no.”) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I might say as an authoritative decision on my 
part — and it was only this morning I was looking into the rules on this 
point — that it is entirely a matter for the House as to whether a motion 
which is moved can be accepted or not. A member may state that he 
accepts the amendment merely to help the members to come to a 
decision whether they should vote for or against the motion, but so far 
as the motion itself is.concerned, it is before the House. And I think 
Dr. Sanyal will remember that only yesterday you from your side at 
least said several times “The amendment is accepted.” The reason for 
that is merely to stop unnecessary discussion on that point. Therefore, 
when a member, who is a mover, wants to say that he accepts the 
amendment, I do nyt think it is a legal right hut merely a statement 
*of fact. 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Voting should not be influenced at 
this stage. It would be irregular. • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I don’t think so. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1940, was then put and a 
division^ taken with the following result: — 
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AMMAib, Maalaaa li 
AMM Bari, Haahrt. # 

AMM Naflz, Hr. Him. 

AMM Hats, Hr. Hta. 

AMM ItakMM, Hr. 

AMM nakfa, Haahrt. 

AMM Hilda Vlkraapwi, Haahrt Hi. 
AMM NaaM, Hf. A. H. 

WM8 fUMif mHVVm 

AMM K Mar, Hf.aMat Lai Maa*. 
AMM KftHa, Hr. 

AMM latt Biswas, HwW - 
AMM HajM, Hr. SyM. 


AMal Wakak Kkaa, Hr. 

AMaRa -ai HakaaM, Hr. 

AMar RaaakM MabatM, Hr. 

AMar RtsMM, Haahrt HA 
AMar Raaf, Kkaa liM Haahrt I. 

AMar Raaf, Hr. Sl&k. 

AMar tkakaM, Haahrt ML 
AMI Haskla, Haahrt. 

AMI Haraia AkaaA Mr. 

AMI Qaaaa, MaalvL * 

Manrya Ok— Ma ry, HaMraJa taHU KaMa, al 
Haktataeka, HyHiaaliglL 
Alfa* Afl.Hr. 
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Atafc Httrtu duardar, MhMi 

Ahmad AM Eanyeiyurt, XMa 9Mr RmHii. 

Ahmed AM Mridha, IhM. 

Ahmed Retain, Mr. 

AKsuddM Ahmed, Khan MMAr Stfutvi. 

Amir AH Mia, Maalvl ME. 

AaHralaH, Mr. M. 

Aulad Halts hi Khan, Mauhri. 

Askar AH, Maulvi. 

MRMnua, Mr. M. 0. 

Barat AH, Mr. Md. 

Blemeatteek, Mr. L. M. 

•lark, Mr. I. A. 

Oreeteld, Mr. L. M. 

Dm, Mr. Aaakal Ohandra 
Das, Mai labik Klrli Bhutan. 

Farhad Rasa Ohewdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bane Khanam, Begum. 

Faxlal Qaaiir, Khan Bahalar Mauhri. 

Faslar Rahman, Mr. 

Fasfar Rahman (Mymentinfh), Mr. 

Bemet, Mr. I. A. 

RrtffKJu, Mr. 0. 

•nata, Mr. 4 . R. 

Naffsuaain Ohewdhury, Maalvl. 

Namlduddln Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Nashem AH Khan, Khan Bahidur Maalvl. 
Masina Murshtd, Mrs. 

Maternally Jemadar, Khan Sahib Maalvl. 
Hawkings, Mr. R. 4 . 

Neman, Mr. F. T. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Maalvl. 

Jalaluddlu Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Kablruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. a. 

MoBregor, Mr. B. 8. 

Mafltaddln Ahmed, Dr. 

MaBiaddin Ahmed, Maulvi. 

Matiaddln Oheudhury, Maulvi. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Mabtahuddln Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Mandal, Mr. Banka Behari. 

Mandai, Mr. Blrat Ohandra. 

Masud All Khan Fanni, Maulvi. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Meha aimed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Marfan, Mr. 8 


fltatlMB M IMUftg ttMhfie 
Mnsammei Hug, Maalvl Md. 

Muhammad Afsal, Khan BahM Maalvl Byed. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maalvf. 

Muhammad isbagus, Maalvt 
Muhammad Itrail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad S i d d i ga i, Khan Bahadur Dr. dyad. 
Muhammad Selaiman, Khan Sahib Mauhri. 
MulHek, the Hey ’big Mr. Mafcuads Behary. 
Musharrvff Nesealn, the Maa*Me Rawab, Khaa 
Bahadur, 

Mustagawsal Hague, Mr. Byed. 

Mustafa All Dewaa, Mauhri. 

Randy, the Meu'bie Maharaja Brimbnadra, $4 

Oesaiai bazar. 

Nasarullah, Raarahaada K. 

Rasimuddin, the Hea'Me Khwaja Hr. 
Roeruddia, Mr. K. 

Merten, Mr. H. R. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Ralkut, the Hoa’bie Mr. Prasnnna Deb. 
RaJIbuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ray Oheudhury, Mr. Bireadra Kitbere. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Rey, the Moa'ble Sir BIJey Frasad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Fatiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Salim, Mr. S. A., 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Sarker, the Hon’ble Mr. Mallei Ranjan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Shamsaddln Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Muada. 

Smithf Mr. H. Brabalit. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hen’bie Mr. H. S. # 
Tamixuddin Khan, The Nea’ble Mr. 

Tefel Ahmed Oheudhury, Maulvi Naji. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. ( 

Whitehead, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0. 

Veueuf Mirza. 

Yusuf Alt Oheudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Oheudhury, Maulvi. 


Abdul Jabbar Falwan, Mr, Md. 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abu Nesealn Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abut Fast, Mr. Md. 

Banerji, Mr. F. 

Banerjt, Mr. Satya Frtya. 
Banerjee, Mr. Slbnath. 

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Ohandra. 

« Banner jet, Mr. Maaeraajaa. 
Burma, Babu Fremhari. 

Barman, Babu Bhyama Prated. * 
Barman, Babu Byendra Math. 
Barn, Mr. Santesh Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Bebinda Ohandra. 
Btewaa, Babn*iakahml Rartyaa. 
Bben, Mr. Baafh Lai. i 
Biswas, Mr. Burendre Nadi * ‘ 
•gakrabarty, Mr. datMMteh. 
w 9 
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Ohakrabarty, Babu Rareadra Harayan, * 
Ohatteyadhyay, Mr. Hariyada. 1 
Obaudhuri, Rai Harendra Rath. 

Das, Babu Mahlm Ohandra. 

Das, Babu Radhanatb. 

Das, Mr. Menmebaa. 

< Das Befta, Babu Kbagendry Rath. 

Das Onyta, Srijat Rareadra Rath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhlreadra Rath. 

Demi, Mr. Harendra. 

Datta Buyta, Miss Mlp. 

Dutta Masumdar, Mr. Hth am ndu. 
Emdadul Hague, KasL * 

•hem, Mr. Atui Krishna. 

Biasuddla Ahmed, Mr. 

Buyta, Mr. dugssh Ohandra. 

Hasan AH fbewdbury, Mr.Bfed. 
dalan, Mr. I. D. 
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akat*, Mr. 
»n. Hr. tk*m Skatfm. 


Man, Mr. ASwttt* Kmr. 
*a|«aiar. Mrs. Mtaaprava. 
Halt Mr. Nvar OkaNn. 

M >» Ikt , Mr. Amtta Lai 
law, Mr. KrMma Frau*. * 
Makkojl, Dr. Skarat Ohaaira. 
Malflak, trijat JUkatMk. 
rnuaaaik, Mr. Tariakfearaa. 


•aiyal, Dr. NaSaakaba. 
taayat. Mr. laaaaka Sakkar. 

•aa, taka ttafta«ra Rath. 

•w, Dal lakkrkittk IteMn. 
fhtktiall. Mr. 

•laka, Srijat Maalaira Bkaaaa. 
tar, Mr. Mimlra Kamar. 

Thakar, Mr. Sra»atfca flaaiaa. 


The Ayes being llfi and tbe Noes 62, the motion was carried. 
(At this stage, the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment . ) 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Rai HARENDRA. NATH GHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move 

that, under the proviso to sub-seetion (2) of section 18 of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly liules aud Standing Orders, the Bengal Muni- 
cipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be continued. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

. 


Rai hARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg also to move 
that the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into 
consideration. , 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in requesting the House to take my Bill into 
consideration I would point out at the outset that.my Bill is a simple and 
puny measure. It only weeks to amend one section and one section only 
of the Bengal Municipal Act, vis., section 18, that makes special provi- 
sion for the constitution of municipalities in industrial areas. Now, Sir, 
the eectiqp has a long history of grievances ventilated but unredressed 
behind it, but I need not go into that long history ; I shall only content 
myself with this observation that the section for the first time intro- 
duced the principle of election so far as the industrial muni- 
cipalities are concerned. But unfortunately that part of the section 
which meant to give proper representation to the non-industrial sections » 
of the people has not been given effect to by the* Bengal Government. 
Sub-section (/) of ’section 18, as it originally stood in the Act of 1932, 
ran «&s foftows: — 

“Notwithstanding anything contained in section 16, the local 
Government, by notification, stating the special bircumstances, may, 
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in the case of a municipality the development of which in its opinion 
is due to an appreciable extent to and dependent on the concentration 
of any industry or inc^istries — 

(i) increase the number of appointed commissioners beyond the 
proportion mentioned in that section in order to secure the 
proper representation of such industry or industries and 
of labour employed therein, or if it appears expedient to 
the local Government that the industry or industries and 
the labour employed therein should be represented by 
elected commissioners, constitute industrial constituencies 
for the representation of such industry or industries and of 
labour on such basis as may appear to the local Govern- 
ment to be expedient.’ ' 


Now comes the proviso about the limit of appointed commissioners. 

Then follows clause (ii ) — 

“provide for the representation of the inhabitants who are not 
directly connected with such industry or industries by the 
formation of electoral constituencies for such inhabitants, 
on such basis as may appear to the local Government to be 
expedient; 

and the local Government may further provide for election by 
general constituencies in any portion of such muni- 
cipalities. ” 


It was clear that the Government was given the discretion to 
inorease the number of appointed commissioners or in the alternative 
to form special constituencies for adequate representation of industries 
and labour and at the same time the discretion was vested in the 
Government to provide for the due representation of inhabitants not 
connected with such industry or industries by forming spe^al consti- 
tuencies for them. Now, Sir, Government, so far as the operation of 
this section is concerned, was and is sitting tight on the nomination 
clause. Government simply continued to nominate larger number of 
persons to secure adequate representation of industries and labour, but 
• omitted to exercise the discretion in favour of the non-industrial section 
of the people in the, particular manner suggested. It has not formed 
any special constituency for the non-industrial section of the popula- 
tion, and that is not a local grievance but the grievance the non- 
industrial people in all the municipalities concerned. That is a long- 
standing grievance, too, for the removal of which, & particular, this 
section was enacted in such a way in 1932. 
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, i Now, Sir, when this section was enacted, definite hopes were raised 
In the minds of the non-industrial section of the people, so much ao 
jfchat they expected that when Government, to ensure better represent** 
tion of industries and labour, would take advantage of the section and 
nominate a larger proportion of municipal commissioners, they would, 
at ’the same time, institute special constituencies for the benefit of the 
non-industrial section of the people. But when. Sir, they found that 
Government did not exercise the discretion as vested by the section 
in their favour but only continued to provide by extra nomination for 
better representation of the industrial section of the people, then they 
felt seriously disappointed, and on behalf of such people in one of 
the municipalities at least, a representative suit was filed questioning 
the. legality of general electorate. That suit was dismissed by the 
first court, but on appeal the suit was decreed. The suit was taken 
on further appeal to the High Court. The High Court pleaded 
inability to give any relief on the ground that there was such a 
plethora of may’s in the section that there was nothing to bind the 
local Government to exercise discretion in the matter of constituting 
special constituencies • for the non-industrial section of the people. 
That being the case, Sir, the attempt of such people to have special 
constituencies for the election of their representatives to municipal 
boards failed. Soon after Government introduced the Amending Bill 
of 1936, and changed the condition precedent to the formation of 

• special constituencies for tli* non-industrial section of the people as 
laid down in the Act of 1932. The amended section now says that 
special Constituencies for the non -industrial section of the people can 
be constituted only if special constituencies for labour and industries 
be constituted. But, Sir, you will notice on referring to the earlier 
part of the section that there was provision for extra or enlarged 
representation of industries and labour by way of nomination. There- 
fore, Sir, the non-industrial section of the people are surely entitled 
to have better and proper representation on the municipal boards by 
the constitution of special constituencies for them. But Government 
ifl refusing to do it. It is just to correct that anomalous position, Sir, 
that I hswe brought forward my Bill. My Bill seeks to restore the 
position as it was before the amendment of the section, i,e. t to restore 
the position under the Act of 1932, and, at the same time, it makes it 
incumbent on the Government to form special constituencies for the 
hon-industrial Section of the people residing in such municipalities. 
Otherwise, there is very little chance for the non-industrial section of * 
the people to get proper representation on municipal boards in indus- 
trial areas^ 

This is all, Sir, that I have got to say in support of my Bill, and 
{ hope, if the Hon’ble Minister is really anxious to do justice to all 
sections of the people, he will accept this Bill. 



112 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[29th X**., 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI s Sir, I beg to move) by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1930. 

Sir, this Bill raises many controversial points (Cries of “No! no!” 
from Congress Benches), and with regard to the clauses there are 
different views. So, Sir, before we undertake a piece of hasty legisla- 
tion like this, it is only reasonable that we should invite opinion, 
especially from the municipalities who are vitally interested in the 
matter. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that the question be 
now put. (Cries of “No! no!” from Congress Benches.) (Laughter 
from the Coalition Benches.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: Sir, I do not think 

that I can accept the Bill of Rai Harendra Nath CJiaudhuri. As a 
matter of fact, I believe that the honourable movtfr has so misunderstood, 
and involved himself in the mazes of the wordings of the section that 
the Bill is not at all logical and can very well be opposed. But inasmuch 
as he has made a speech which has forcefully placed before the House 
his point of view, I accept the amendment of Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
Ali that the matter be circulated for eliciting opinibn. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are you to accept it? You 
have no business either to accept or reject it. You may agree or disagree. 
The right to accept the amendment is the mover’s. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Well, I agree with the 
motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali for circulation. (Laughter.) 

The honourable mover has realised the position, and still lie has put 
forward an illogical plea for creating special constituencies. The 
honourable mover has realised that in cases where Government merely 
increase the seats by nomination, there is no provision in the Act for an 
exclusive electoral roll for the other inhabitants, that is to say, the 
inhabitants who do not come either under the labour con- 
stituencies or are not connected with such industries. The 
% honourable mover says that even in the case of apminar 
tions, we should disenfranchise all those connected with industry or. 
industries. or with labour and create a separate constituency, exclusive 
of these two classes, for the representation of non-industriaf section qf 
the people in the general constituency. That is to say, that the alter- 
native provision for the representation of inhabitant#, who are neither 
directly concerned* with stteh indaetrv o t industries, should anolv not 
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only in those cases where separate industrial constituencies have been 
created by Government, but should also apply in those cases where 
nominations have been made. (Rai IIarendra Nath Chaudhuei: 
That’s it!) 1 have understood my honourable friend’s point, but surely 
the honourable mover also realize.s that if Government makes nomina- 
tions, then these persons, who are interested in labour or industry or 
industries, have no special constituencies for voting if you create 
separate constituencies and exclude these men from voting. (Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : They do not require any voting.) 
Undoubtedly, they do. Will the honourable mover also realise what 
the logical conclusion will be if nominations are given to labour and 
industry constituencies and thereafter they are debarred from voting in 
the* general constituencies? Then if other nominations in the gift of 
Government are given to the general people, there ought not to be any 
electorate at all. If the fact of merely giving nominations to an interest 
deprives it from the power of voting in a general constituency, then 
other nominations given will also deprive those classes to whom nomina- 
tions are given, of voting in a general constituency, and, therefore, 
there should not be an\ general constituency at all ! That is the logical 
conclusion to which we are being pushed by Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri’s motion. 

Now', Sir, I do not know' wdiether there is any valid reason why 
merely because nomination if given to an interest, they should be 
‘debarred from voting in a general constituency. It almost comes to 
this, that if we give nomination to the scheduled castes, or if we reserve 
one nomination for a member of the scheduled castes, then scheduled 
caste voters ought not to be allowed to vote in a general constituency. 
That is to say, if we give nominations to any other special interest, then 
that special interest ought not to he allowed to vote; this will he dis- 
enfranchising a very large section of the people which is not, I am 
afraid, either proper or logical. 

Now, &ir, the honourable mover presumably is afraid that labour 
and industries will be represented through the general constituency, if 
they are permitted to be members of, or to vote in, a general constituency, 
and, therefore, there will be over-weightage in the municipality. But 
there has not been any such instance. The industries have contented 
themselves with nominations. If Government found.that industries and 
labour became so powerful that thef captured all the general seats and 
over and above that also claimed nomination, then Government could 
under section 18 easily deprive those municipalities cff the industrial and 
labour nominations s # o as to see tl.at the balance was preserved. No such 
case has anlen, and 1 see absolutely no ground for this apprehension on 
the part of the honourable mover. I think that vast interests are 
affected, and that industries should he permitted to ^nre their opinion 
on the honourable mover’s Bill. 1 think also, tl.at labqpr interests 


o 
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should also be permitted to give tbeir opinion on the honourable mover’s 
Bill. Therefore, I support the motion for circulation. 

0 

fUi HARINORA NATH GHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
sorry that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has altogether misunderstood 
my speech. It is probably because the amended section 18 is in his 
brain. He has apparently forgotten what the section was before the 
amendment of 1936. He speaks of disenfranchisement of labour if 
special constituencies be constituted for non-industrial sections of the 
people in industrial areas. That cannot be if the Government do not 
stick to nomination and take the alternative position of constituting 
special constituency for labour as well as separate constituencies for' the 
non-industrial section of the people. There can be no difficulty then. 
The difficulty arises because of the fact that the Government sticks to 
the nomination clause and forgets all other provisions of the section. 
And because of that fact alone the other portions of the section have 
been rendered inoperative. Had the Government instituted special 
constituency for iubour ami industries on the one hand and separate 
constituencies for the non-industrial section of the people on the other, 
there would have been no difficulty, and no question would have arisen 
at all. Simply, because Government is exercising the discretion vested 
by one part of the section and is omitting to exercise the discretion vested 
by the other part of it, that the difficulty 6f the general inhabitants, the- 
non-industrial people, arises and, therefore, if there is any illogicality on 
anybody’s jwrt, it is on the part of the Government. On the other 
hand, I may point out the injustice from which in particular the non- 
industrial section of the people are Buttering. I take it, as the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy appears to say, that so far as the industries and 
industrial labour are concerned, they are quite satisfied with the nomina- 
tion method. If that be the position, should he not take into considera- 
tion the other fact that the non-industrial section of the people cannot be 
satisfied when there is no special provision for the election of fheir repre- 
sentatives to the Municipal Board. t 

Then, Sir, should he not consider further that if sufficient representa- 
tion be given to industries and labour, by way of nomination, and if 
again, labour be permitted to contest seats in the general electorates, 
will there not be, what is called, plural or double representation; and 
should he not stop that? Should he allow double representation to one 
body and compromise the position of the other body in the area 


Th6*H«!’l>lt Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: May I ask one question, 

Sir? Are zemindars, who are permitted to come from special consti- 
tuencies, debarred from standing from general constituencies ? 
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Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIs It is simply because 
there is a special provision for the election of particular interests and the 
landlords are in a hopeless minority there, but here there iB no represen- 
tation of particular interests. Moreover, by nominating a larger propor- 
tion of members on the Municipal Board, you are giving adequate 
representation to the very interests for which you are expressing your 
anxiety and, at tb£ same time, you are compromising the position of 
those who are not getting sufficient opportunities for sending their elected 
representatives to the Board. That is the difference and therein lies the 
difficulty. Against the scheme of the Act and the spirit of the section 
you are giving plural representation to one section and you are giving 
inadequate representation to another section of the people by remaining 
indifferent to the provision for them. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali by way of amendment 
that the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1 9M7 , be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dlst December 
1929 was then put and agreed to. 


Dates fixed for Money-Lenders Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before 1 proceed to the next motion, 1 think l 
should mention one matter in view of the presence of the Hon’ble the 
’ Home Minister who owing fo his multifarious work cannot always be 
present in the House. I will draw the attention of the Home Minister 
and also of the Judicial Minister to the fact that the Money-lenders 
Bill is fixed for discussion on tjie Jrd. The day before yesterday 
was the last date for receiving amendments, and I am told that the 
number of amendments that have come is already about 45 files like 
this. (A file was shown by the Hon 'hie Speaker.) What we have 
to do now is # to type them, arrange them and print them, but in spite 
of the pressure upon the staff, who were working till II or 12 o'clock 
at night, it has not been possible even to arrange them. We have 
barely *five days, and I am very doubtful whether it would be |M>siible 
for our office to consider even the admissibility of the amendment# 
within this short period of time. I am informed that the number of 
amendments would not be less than 1,500 and, in view of the fact that 
this Bill is a very complicated ooe (and it has been probably made a 
little more complicated at a later stage), the amendments have made * 
it still further complicated. I think the difficulty of the Speaker to 
put before the H(fuse any motion to find out the possible reaction of 
any, particular amendment not only on •:* particular section, but on 
the Bill as a whole is a matter which if the Speaker is not a superman, 
has to be realised. I hope Government will reconsider the matter 
in view of the fact to which I have drawn their attention. I might 
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•inform the Hon’ble the Judicial Minister and the Home Minister that 
only to find o.ut whether one particular amendment was in order, my- 
self, the Secretary and the Assistant Secretary had to sit from 8 to 2 
and even then we found it difficult to come to a decision. I think 
there are any number of such amendments. In view of this difficulty. 
I hope Government will be pleased to consider and give us their decision 
by to-morrow, if possible. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What decision do you 
want? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The decision as to whether you will stick to your 
previous decision, namely that the Bill should be taken up on the 3rd. 

If you stick to that date, we have merely to put before you the 
entire files as may be printed and allow the House to do its best. It 
will not be possible for this department within four or five days tc 
properly look after them. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: How many days’ 
adjournment do you want? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am perfectly certain that it will not be possible 
to finish the Bill in the course of three days. 

« 1 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : It is impossible. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are adjourning for ten days, i.e., from 7th 
to 16th. I ask whether it will not be possible to make an adjustment, 
so that this Bill may come up after the Calcutta Municipal Bill is 
finished. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have gone very 
carefully into this question. I think this Bill will take a lot of time. 
So I propose that only the first two or three clauses may be t taken up 
on the 3rd and 4th and the rest may be taken after the 17th. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those definitions and other things are very 
important. They deal mostly with # civil rights, adjuditiation, etc. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I may info*m ,the House without 
giving out the secret of the Select Committee that we had to postpone 
the discussion of the first two chapters till we finished the discussion of 
other things, because everything depends upon what we decide in 
relation to these. You cannot take up definition first. 



1989 .] 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


m 


Mr. SPEAKER: In the House of Commons the present practice 
is (I do not know why this practice has not been introduced here), 
that the definition clause is taken last. In any case these are very 
difficult clauses. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: May I let you know 

to-morrow what we can do? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Very well 


Bengal Jute Bill, 1937. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 beg to move under the 
proviso to sub-section (2) of section 18 of the Bengal legislative 
Assembly Rules and Standing Orders that the Bengal Jute Bill, 1987, 
be continued. 

The motion was pul and agreed to. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 beg to move that the Bengal 

Jute Bill, 1987, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of— 

(1) The Hon’ble Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(2) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

*(3)-Mr. Pramatlia Nath Banerjee, 

(4) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

(5) Mr. Abdul Bari, 

(6) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(7) Mr. Proniatha Ranjan Thakur, 

(8) Mr. G. Morgan, 

(9) Mr. W. A. M. Walker, 

(10^ Vr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(11) Mr. Shahedali, and 

(12) the mover, 


with instruction* to submit their ‘report by the 1st September 1K», 
and that the quorum of the Select Committee he fixed at hve. 

Sir, I have stated briefly what I want to say in the statement of 
Objects and Reasons which runs thus: ^ 

“Bengal is an agricultural country. Her staple crop is jute. The 
importance of this fibre in the commercial markdt of the " orld » 
grTt It has as vet no successful imitation or substitute.. Jufe is not 
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grown in any other part of the globe, while the production of the two 
sister-provinces of Assam and Bihar is negligible. So Jote can safely 
be called the monopoly efrop of Bengal. It is, therefore, meet that the 
jute-growers should get fair price to have sufficient margin over cost 
of production. But unfortunately due to financial distress and soipe 
other economic factors, the price of jute sometimes falls below the 
cost of production now-a-days. Besides, the fluctuation of the market 
has become a so very disturbing element in the life of the Bengal 
agriculturist that he can very seldom balance his family budget. To 
ensure him of some financial stablity, a ligislation like the present 
one has become a crying necessity and need.” 

Sir, the scope of the Bill can briefly be stated thus. I have made 
provisions in the Bill for the restriction of jute cultivation, for fixing 
a minimum price, for market controlling, for buying unsold jute if 
there he any, for suppressing gambling in jute futures and for making 
arrangements for jute forecast. I have left out the provision for 
gradation of jute purposely to be controlled by rules to be made by 
Government. , 

With respect to the fixation of minimum price, I beg to add a few 
words because there are some popular superstitions regarding this 
subject. The first objection that is put forward by persons who are 
against the fixation of minimum price is the fear t of over-production, 
hut to-night T shall submit to you some figures from the report of the % 
Central Jute Committee published in 1938 which will prove tjiat there 
is no reason to fear over-production in this country. If we go through 
that report, we will find that for fiome years the consumption of jute 
in the world has increased and not decreased. Tf we take the year 
1931-32, we see that the consumption of jute all over the world was 82 
lakhs of hales; next year, it rose to 88 lakhs of bales; next year, it 
rose to 90 lakhs of hales; year after, it rose to 99 lakhs of hales; after 
that year, it rose to 99*5 lakhs of bales and in 1936-37 it rose to a huge 
figure of 120 lakhs of bales. After that, the Central Jute Committee 
have issued another bulletin which has been published in «to-day’s 
daily papers in Calcutta. From this report we find that id the year 
1937-38 the consumption of jute all over the world was 106 lakhs of 
bales. Now if we consider the question of production we see that over 
the last three years the production qf jute was not more than consump- 
tion. The same report of 1938 of the Central Jute Committee say* 
that in the year 1936-37 the production of jute was 109 lakhs of hales; 
mext year, i.e. f 193V -38, the production was about 96 lakhs of bales 
and in the year 1938-39 the jute forecast told us that only 87 lakhs of 
bales of jute were produced in Bengal and in the surrounding provinces. 
Therefore, from this report we see that practically there was no over- 
production, and we may safely come to the conclusion that if we fix 
the minimurft price of jute, the fear of over-production will not sta&d 
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in our way. The next superstition is about substitutes of jute as well 
as the production of jute in some other countries of the world. In 
^this respect I only want to quote a paragraph from the report of the 
Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee of which fortunately, Sir, you ytror* 
eelf happened to be a member. That report says: “The experiments 
to grow jute elsewhere on a commercial basis have demonstrably failed, 
while the results so far obtained from the use of substitute fibres have 
not proved much of a menace to the jute trade. Attempts have been 
made to grow* jute in Java, America, ami West Africa, but have all 
failed.. A small quantity of jute is reported to be grown in Chinu, 
but even in that country it is not regarded as of any commercial 
importance. As a matter of fact, Chinn imports a large quantity of 
jute goods from India every year. Experiments have also been made 
in Brazil and the Sudan to grow jute, but these also proved ineffectual. 
It therefore appears that there is no immediate fear of the crop being 
introduced in other countries. Indeed, it is difficult to imagine a more 
suitable country than Java where the climate and labour conditions 
are strikingly similar to those of India, but even in Java the crop 
could not be successfully grown. If alternative fibres and other areas 
for growing jute have not been discovered in the past when high pricey 
ruled for jute, it is hardly likely that they can offer any real economic 
menace to jute to-day when prices are so depressed. Under the condi- 
tions prevailing during the last three years with jute selling at an 
extremely low pricg, the danger of substitution is not likely to appear.” 

The question now arises, why we press for the fixation of a minimum 
price for jute. From the report of the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee 
I shall quote some figures to show what enormous profits are made by 
the jute mill-owners of Bengal from jute. In 1920-21 the harvest 
price of jute per ton was Rs. 160, while the Calcutta price was Rs. 214, 
and the manufactured jute products were sold by the jute mill-owners 
at Rs. 641 per ton. Next year, i.e., 1921-22, the harvest price was 
Rs. 164 per ton, the Calcutta price was Rs. 214, and the manufactured 
products were sold at Rs. 465 per ton. In the year 1922-2*1, the harvest 
price was Rs. 27*3 and the Calcutta price was Rs. 323, while the 
manufactured products were sold at Rh. 602 per ton. In 1923-24, the 
harvest price w*as Rs. 246 and the Calcutta price was Rs. 296, while 
the manufactured goods were sold at Rs. 569 per ton. In 1924-25, 
the harvest price was Rs. 324 and the Calcutta price was Rs. 378, while 
the manufactured products were* sold at Rs. 640 per ton. Then in 
1925-26, the harvest price was Rs. 513 and the Calcutta price wee, 
Rs. 563, while the manufactured products were, sold at Rs. 726 per 
ton. In 1926-27, the harvest price was Rs. 513 and the Calcutta price 
wa & Rs. 563, while the manufactured products were sold at Rs. 626 
per ton. In this w’ay the report shows that up to 1931-32 Jhe profit 
igiade was enormous. Unfortunately, the repori did not give us in the 
table the profits made by the jute mill-owners m snbse<jt*#!lt $*§•!♦** 
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In that report, Sir, it is also stated : “The disproportion in the differ- 
ence between the harvest price of jute and the price of jute manu- 
factures, as shown in the above table, not only gives point to the 
claim of the cultivator lor higher and more reasonable price for the 
crop than they obtain at present, but also it justifies the contention 
that the responsibility of meeting the competition of substitutes 
devolves primarily on the mills, on whom is laid * the necessity of 
reducing the price of their manufactured goods by strict economy in 
working rather than by seeking to lower the price of fibre which they 
buy.’’ Now, Sir, in these circumstances, I submit that we have made 
out a (dear case for fixing a minimum price for jute. We see that 
this time jute has been produced much less than what is required for 
world consumption. At the same time there is an agreement amongst 
the jute mill-owners that they will not work the mills for more than 
a certain number of hours per week and thereby they will buy “only 
50 to 54 lakhs of hales” — says the report published in to-day’s Calcutta 
papers. 

Now, Sir, as regards the accumulation of jute, in jute mills, the 
report says that on the flOth June 1938, there w'ere only JO lakhs of 
bales of jute w T ith the jute mill-owners. We are aware. Sir, that orders 
have been placed with the jute mill-owners for about 20 erores of bags 
for military purposes. If this full quota is supplied, I submit, not 
even a maund of jute will be left either with the owners or with the 
merchants. So it is quite possible that next year* the production of * 
jute will he less than what the world will require. 

Then, again, Sir, there is the agreement. If that agreement holds 
good — the agreement entered into by the European and Indian jute mill- 
owners — they will purposely lower the price of jute. Therefore, I 
submit that a legislation of this nature is urgently necessary for our 
oountry. 

Sir, I appeal to the members of this House not to make jute a party 
question. Jute is a money crop on which the prosperity of the* province 
depends. Now, we are very shortly expecting the report of the. Jute 
Committee which has been set up by the Assembly. We Lave got 
also the report of the Jute Enquiry Committee which is still lying in 
the archives of the Government. By the help of these two reports and 
from the experience of the members in the Select Committee, I submit 
we can improve the Bill and meet fhe requirements of the country. 

the Government sends the Bill to the Select Committee and a report 
is presented in time,* I have no objection to Government’s sponsoring 
the Bill, inf which case I would be glad to surrender my ^ight of 

piloting it, 

» 

With these remarks, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 

of the House. 
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Tt» Honble Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Sir, I have full 
•ympathy with the object of the Bill. But, Sir, that does not carry 
us far enough. So far as the objects of the Bill are concerned, I think 
.here is perfect unanimity in this House. My friend’s object is to 
raise the price of jute. I think we all agree with him there that the 
price of jute should be increased, if possible. But how to do it, i* 
the great question. And I think, Sir, my friend has not been able to 
show us the proper way. lie is inviting us to adopt a short cut to 
paradise. All who invite others to follow such short cuts do not lead 
people actually to paradise but to some other place! Mv friend ha* 
referred to the Jute Enquiry Committee and to the fact that the Jut* 
Enquiry Committee is now sitting. Every one knows that the party 
to which my honourable friend belongs is very largely represented on 
that committee. The committee have not yet finished their labour* 
and have not yet submitted their report. My friend comes forward 
with a strange proposal, viz., let the principle of this Bill be accepted 
and let this Bill be referred to a select committee without waiting for 
the report of the committee. I do not know what the report of the 
Jute Enquiry ( ommittee will he and whether there will he any 
co-ordination possible fie tween my friend’s Bill and the report of the 
Jute Enquiry Committee. Therefore, Sir, I think that the motion of 
my learned friend is inopportune. He ought to have waited at least 
till the Jute Enquiry ('ommittee submitted their report. Apart from 
that, the proposal^ he propounds in his Bill are altogether 
Impracticable, and I think it is for that reason that he has not referred 
at all to the specific provisions of his Bill. I would like to make one 
thing clear. Formerly there was some difference of opinion as to 
whether there could or should be eojnpulsory restriction of the cultiva- 
tion of jute, but as far as I know there is hardly any difference on that 
point at present. If the cultivation of jute has to be restricted, it ha* 
to be done on a compulsory basis. There I am at one with my 
honourable friend. But it is certainly a very difficult problem, and I 
am myself ^groping for a feasible scheme. If anybody in this House 
or outside can put forward a feasible scheme, that will lx* seized upon 
with alacrity by the Government. But unfortunately no such scheme 
has as yet*been evolved. That does not however mean that Govern- 
ment is sitting idle. Government is trying its best to evolve a 
suitable scheme, and as soon as Government is satisfied that a suitable 
scheme has been prepared, it will npt shirk its duty in giving effect to 
that scheme. 


Now, Sir, I come to the specific provisions of the Bill. My friend r 
is I have already tfaid, tries a short cut. He wants to restrict the 
wdtivption l>f jute by legislation, to one-th’rd of the total area of the 
mlturable land in the province. That is an astounding proposal. I 
would like to give certain figures about the total $rea of the arable 
And in the province. The total area of the arable land is 2,44,66,300 
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acres. Now, if my friend allows cultivation of jute on one-ttofd of 
this area, the area will come up to 81,45,433 acres. 

Mr. 8URENDRA %ATH BISWAS: I submit, the Hon'ble 

Minister has misunderstood my friend. The total area here means the 
total area under jute. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If I am mistaken, Sir, 
I shall readily admit my mistake. Let me therefore read out clause 
{«3) of the Bill : No person shall sow or grow jute in more than one- 
third of the area of culturable lands found in his possession according 
to the latest reeord-of-rights finally published or where no record-of- 
rights has been prepared according to the measurement found in docu- 
ments or papers in his landlord’s sheristo . 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it the opinion of the 
Hon’ble Minister that jute can l)e cultivated on paddy lands? 

Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: May be; there is no harm. 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: f have said that my 
friend will allow cultivation of jute on one-third of the total area of the 
culturable land in the province and that one-third comes up to 
£1,46,433 acres. At present, taking the figures of 1936, jute is grown 
4m 21,56,800 acres of land, i.e., about a quarter of the area which my 
friend will allow according to his scheme. (Laughter from Coalition 1 
Benches.) Therefore, driven to its logical conclusion qnder my 
friend's scheme, it is theoretically possible for the cultivators of 
Bengal to grow jute on four timeq the present area. (Mh. Surenora 
Nath Biswas: Don’t exploit an innocent mistake.) 

Sir, my friend Mr. J. C. Gupta, while interrupting me, has pointed 
out that certainly jute will not be grown on paddy lands. I admit 
that, Sir, to a large extent, but can we make a scheme in a haphazard 
way like that? There are people who have lands on whi/vh nothing 
but jute can be grown. Supposing a cultivator has 12 bighas of land. 
My friend will allow him to grow jute on only 4 bighas o£ Bis land. 
Now, wdiat will he do with his other 8 bighas? There are so many 
improbabilities in this scheme that it is impossible to support it. If 
Anybody looks at it with an eye of scrutiny, be will easily find out the 
improbabilities that the scheme involves. , 

Then, Sir, the reduction of cultivation cannot be arrived at in that 
abort cut fashion. , First of all, it is necessary that the exact area now 
under jute should be found out, and I admit. Sir} that this has not 
been found possible as yet. We have not got statistics about the exact 
area that is under jute. So far as the statistics available at present 
are concerned, they are not altogether reliable, and any pcheme bawd 
upon those statistics will be doomed to failure. 
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Then, Sir, my friend wants to fix the minimum price of jute at 
He. 10. While speaking on a cut motion during the budget discussions, 

I had occasion to speak on this subject. I think. Sir, without evolving 
a satisfactory scheme for the control of jute cultivation and without 
giving effect to such a scheme, it is impossible to fix the minimum 
price for jute. My .friend of course puts both the things together. 
So far, his idea is quite correct. But I have already shown that his 
first premise is absolutely wrong. He has not given us a feasible 
scheme for control of jute cultivation, and that being so, the next 
thing, vis., fixation of the minimum price for jute, falls to the ground. 

Again, Sir, Rs. 10, I think, is not an amount at which the price of 
jute can be fixed under present circumstances. If that is done now, then, 
as I said the other day during the budget discussions, the results will 
be simply disastrous, .lute will not he sold at all. Supposing that 
the minimum price is fixed at Rs. 10, when the jute season comes, the 
purchasers will in all probability combine with the result that no jute 
will be purchased at all. What will then he the plight of the culti- 
vators? They will be absolutely ruined. Therefore, this scheme is 
altogether impracticable. But my friend’s imagination comes to his 
rescue. He has prescribed a remedy. He provides in his Bill that if 
jute is not sold at the minimum price, the Government should come 
forward and purchase all the remaining jute at the fixed minimum 
price. (Laughter from Coalition Benches.) Supposing that for 2 or 
►3 months no jute is%old, thea it will he the duty of Government under 
my friend’s scheme to purchase all the remaining jute. How many 
cfores of* rupees will be necessary for that purpose? Will my friend 
calculate and find out the figure? I submit, Sir, that this is an absurd 
scheme and an unworkable schem?\ and nobody can think of giving 
effect to a scheme like this. 

Again, Sir, everyone knows that there are other provinces which 
also grow jute. My friend has not said a single word, so far as other 
provinces are concerned. Supposing that we in this province fix the 
minimum ‘price at Rs. 10, what will he the result ? We cannot sell 
out jute because there is no market for it at that price, and Bihar and 
Assam will merrily sell their jute at Rs. 8 or Rs. < or Rs. *) or what- 
ever may be its market price at the time. Therefore, Sir, if my 
friend ’8 scheme is accepted, it will pave the way for the ruination 
of the jute-growers of Bengal. It is not possible to fix a permanent 
minimum price* for all years. (Maulvi Anr Hossain Sarkar: Don t 
ahow your ignorance on the subject.) The world demand fluctuates. * 
It increases one year, and decreases the next year. Therefore, Sir, 
jute cannot be sold at. the same price every year. (Maulvi Ahv 
Hos&ain Sarkar : What is the necessity for a long speech? Why 
don't you clearly say that you are not going to fix the minimum price?) 
I'do not say, Sir, that it cannot be done; it can be done, but not in the 
way that my honourable friend suggests. (Maulvi £vu Howum 
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Saekab: Id what way then?) Sir, my honourable friend cannot 
suggest the proper way himself, and he wants to force me to give an 
answer offhand as to what is the proper way. This much I can tell 
him that Government is considering what is the proper way, and when 
the report of the Jute Committee is submitted, Government will serious- 
ly consider this question and will come to a proper decision. (Maulvi 
Abu Hossain Sarkah: Will that be possible during the next three 
j ears ?) 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, after I have told 
you that, you will have an opportunity to give a reply, don’t you think 
that you can practise rising up and interruping outside this House and 
not here ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Then, Sir, my friend has 

said that there has been a demand for several crores of sand-bags from 
Europe, and that this will exhaust the last maund of jute that is in 
Bengal to-day. My friend is grievously mistake^ there. That demand 
can be met out. of the present stock of hessian that the jute mills have 
got — not to speak of the raw jute that is in the hands of the jute mills 
or other dealers. My friend is absolutely wrong when he thinks that 
the demand for sand-hags will help my friend’s scheme in any way 
whatsoever. 

Sir, there are other improbabilities in the scheme of my honourable 
friend as embodied in the Bill. I do not want to deal with all of {hem. 
It ia not necessary to do so, because if the major questions that he has 
tried to solve by his scheme are as far away from solution as ever, I 
think that it is quite useless to refer to the smaller improbabilities of 
the Bill. I would, therefore, request the House not to accept the 
proposition of my honourable friend. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: With reference to the answer 
given by my friend, the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, I may say that 
he has grown wiser within three months of his holding the ministerial 
portfolio than we expected of him. Just before accepting the portfolio, 
this Mr. Tamizuddin Khan agreed with all the principles of my Bill 
and then within three months of his entering the Cabinet, he has 
imbibed all the qualities of a bureaucratic Government. In substance 
what has he said about the provisions of my Billy He described one 
of my propositions as impossible, another as impracticable, the next 
as difficult and the other proposition as unworkable! This ipeans that 
he has made up his mind not to do anything to fix the price of jute 
in Bengal. He has played with words and quoted some catch words 
invented by the bureaucratic Government to beguile the poor and 
ignorant people of our country. 
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Then, Sir, he has given us some sermons. He told us that I did 
not make any practical suggestion. I submit, Sir, that all the sugges- 
tions that are given in my Bill are praotical, provided only that the 
ministry has a mind to bring them to practice. If they want to avoid 
everything, there will be as in the present case jugglery of words and 
they will interweave words after words only to beguile the unwary 
and ignorant people 'of our country. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the stock of jute which at present exists 
in Bengal: I have given the Hon’ble Minister a clear data from the 
report of the Jute Enquiry Committee published in to-day’s papers 
that up to this time there are only 30 lakhs of bales of jute in stock 
with the jute mill-owners. If the mills manufacture 20 crores of bags, 
I think the whole stock will be exhausted. 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says that unless and until the report 
of the Jute Enquiry Committee comes forward, it is not possible to 
send the Bill to the select committee. I submit, it is no reason 
against, but rather an additional ground for, the Bill to be submitted 
to the select committee. In the meantime the report wi 11 be ready. 
I had a talk with sonte of the members who are working in the Jute 
Committee, and it is expected that the report will be ready in a short 
time: they are all anxious to submit the report very .soon. It we 
get that report during the consideration of the Bill in the select 
committee, there will be ample scope for improving the Bill there. 
*1 do not say that Iny Bill !s perfect. There muy be some detects; 
there .may be some provisions which may not be acceptable to Govern- 
ment, and that is the reason why I propose the Bill to be sent to the 
select committee. If the principle of the Bill is accepted and if the 
select committee take into consideration the various provisions of the 
Bill, we can then examine the various jute experts, jute mill-owners 
and other gentlemen who have expert knowledge about jute growing, 
cultivation, etc. So there will be ample opportunity of tuking the 
opinion of other men later on. During the consideration of the Bill 
in the seleV:t committee all the points which the Hon’ble Minister has 
suggested can also be thrashed out and gone into and the Bill may be 
improved According to the requirements of the country. 

As a matter of fact, the Hon’ble Minister has accepted the principle 
of my Bill; in many things he is at one with me and, as he said, 
there are few points yh which we differ, and those also can be reconciled 
when the Bill is Xonsidered in the select committee. So I hope that 
instead of playjrffg with words and instead of beguiling the people and 
misleading the country, the Hon’ble Minister wilf be kind enough to 
try and raise the price of jute. 

I am sorry to find, Sir, that he has forgotten all his eucl^a\ourb, 
all his speeches and all his assurances he gave just before be entered 
the Cabinet. I hope he will remember all these tilings and tax his 
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memory regarding what he said only during the last session of the 
Assembly. Now sitting in the ministerial guddy , he has conveniently 
forgetten all the assurances he had given to the country for fixing the 
price of jute. Instead:, the Hon’ble Minister has betrayed a sad 
ignorance of the amount of jute produced in other countries. 

It will be seen from the Jute Forecast that only per cent, of 
the total production of jute is produced in Asshm; 7£ per cent, is 
produced in Bihar and *7 per cent, is produced in Orissa. If we put 
together all the jute produced in other provinces, we will see that 
only 15 to 16 per cent, of the total requirement is produced in them 
which, I may say, will not meet even the internal consumption of 
India. 

Sir, the Ministers of Agriculture of other provinces are ready to 
co-operate with the Hon’ble Minister in bringing the required result. 
If he calls a conference of Ministers and if they all make team-work, 
then enormous good could be done to Bengal and her neighbouring 
provinces. Instead of doing that, the Hon’ble Minister is evading the 
question. 

I may remind the Hon’ble Minister that the 'price ot sugar has been 
fixed in the United Provinces, Bihar and some other provinces. I 
may also remind him that in America provision has been made for the 
disposal of surplus production of cotton. 

I may bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister that most of the 
countries in the world have accepted that principle; for example, New' 
Zealand, Ireland, Queensland, and some other provinces of t}ie United 
States have already taken that matter in their hands. If the Hon’ble 
Minister wants to enlighten himself in this matter, he should read 
very carefully the Report of the Jute Committee which was published 
in the year 19*14 and of which the Hon'hle Speaker was a member. 
There all the points were discussed threadbare. I am sorry, Sir, that 
the Hon’ble Minister has given us a sad spectacle and betrayed 
ignorance of the trend of the world movement with regard to the fixing 
of the price of crops. 

• 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the Bengal Jute 
Bill, 19*17, be referred to a select committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(2) Dr, Nalinaksha Sanyal, * 

(d) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 

(4) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

(51 Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(6) *Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(7) Mr. Promatha Ranjan Thakux. 
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(#) Ifr. G. Morgan, 

(9) Mr. W. A. M. Walker, 

(10) Mr. Syed Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 

(11) Mr. Shahedali, and 

(12) the mover, 

i 

with instructions to submit their report by the 1st September 1939, 
and that the quorum of the select committee be fixed at fire, was then 
put and a division taken: — 


AYEI- 58. 


AMaNHbar Mvm, Mr. W. 
AMul Wakai, Maalvi. 

Aka Haaaain tirka, Maalvi. 

Akal Fad, Mr. MS. 

Baavrji, Mr. F. 

•aaarjaa, Mr. Praaiatka Natfc. 
•aaarjl, Mr. Satya Frlya. 
Baaarjaa, Mr.SIkaatfc. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Mastraijau. 
Barma, Baku Framharl. 

Baraian, Baku tkyama Prosal. 
Barmaa, Baku tfpanlra Natk. 
Bkawmik, Dr.Bakiala Okanlra. 
Biswas, Mr. Rasik Ul. 

Biswas, Mr. Suranlra Natk. 
Okakrakarty, Mr.latfalra Natk. 
Okaukkuri, Rai Haraalra Natk. 
Das, Ba^u Makiai Okanlra. 

Das, Baku RaBkaaatk. 

Das, Mr. Maawakaa. 

Das flapta, Baku Kkagaalra Natk. 
Das Bupta, Srijut Naraalra Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Dkiraatfra Natk. 

Dalul, Mr. Haraalra. 

Datta, Mr. Bukumar. 

Kaskatful Hasua, Kail. 

BtasuSSla Akaial, Mr. 

Bupta, Mr.Jagasfc Okaalra. 


Nasaa Ali Okawkkury, Mf.ApaS. 
Jalaa, Mr. I. D. 

Jaaak Ali Majumlar, Maalvi. 
Kuaisr, Mr. Atul OkaaAra, 

Kuala, Mr. Nlikitka Natk. 

Maitra, Mr. gartalra Mafcaa. 

Ma|i, Mr. Alwaita Kuwar. 
MajuMlar, Mrs. Haaiaprava. 

Mai, Mr. iswar Okanlra. 

Maalal, Mr. Aairita Ul. 

MukksrJI, Mr. Dhiraalra Narayaa. 
Mukkarjat, Mr. B. 

Mukfcarjl, Dr.ikarat Bkaalra. 
Mullick, Srijut Askutaak. 
Frananik, Mr. Tarialekaraa. 
Ramisullia Akaial, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaalra. 

Nay, Mr. Kaaialkriikaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiskarl Fati. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 
taayal, Dr. Nalialkaka. 

•aayai, Mr. Baaaaka tskkar. 

San, Baka Nsgsnlra Natk. 
tkakalali, Mr. 
tkaaisallia Akaial, Mr. 

Bar, Mr. Haraalra Kuaiar. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEt-M. 


A Mai Asia, Mautaaa MB. 

AMkt Dari, Maulvi. 

AMul Mats, Mr. Mia. 

ABM Hakiai Vi kraal purl, Maulvj Ml. 
AMul HaaM, Mr. A. M. / 
ABM Kalar, Mr. alias LaUm*. 
AkM Karla, Mr. y 
AMul LatH Biswas, IMtvi. 

AMul MaJM, Mr.Bjrfl. 

AMul Wakak KM*, Mr. 

ABM Dasfcaa4*aulvf Ml. 
AMufRauf, Kkaa taklk Maulvi I. 
ABM Bkaksa l , Maulvi Ml. 

AM Haskaa, Maulvi. 

AM Nuaalu, Akaal, Mr. 

AM Quista, Maulvi. 


Attak Ali, Mr. 

Attafc Masala laariar, Maulvi. 

Akaal All MrMka, Maalvi. 

Akaal Naaala, Mr. 

AlfasaMa Akaal, Kkaa Bakalur Maalvi. 
Aalr Ali Mia, Maulvi Ml. 

Askritali, Mr. M. 

Aulal Naaalu, Kkaa Maulvi. 

Askar Ali, Maalvi « 

Barat AU, Mr. Ml. 

Blark, Mr.I.A. 

Das, Mr. Aaukal Okaalra. 

Das, Ral taklk Klrtt Bkasaa. 

Clkar, Mr. Upaalraaatk. 

Fsrkal Rasa 0Mwl|ury, Mr. M. 

Farfcat Baaa Kkaaaa, Bagua. 



KON-OFFICUfc BILLS. [29th M**., 


298 '* 

Pasta! Qiablr, Kban Bababar Maalvi. 

Mar Rahman, Mr. 

Mar Rahman, Mr. 

<Mymaaa!afh). 

Mamas, Mr. I. A. 

Mafttabbla Obnwbbary, Maalvi. 

Mamibabbla Alail, Kbaa lablb. 

M steal ally bamabar, Kbsa lablb Maalvi. 
Hawking*, Mr. II. J. 
bftabry, Mr.DavIb. 

I ilia Abmab Mia, Maalvi. 

Iipabaal, Mr.M.A.M. 

JMalnbbin Abmab, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
Jaslmabbla Abmab, Mr. 

Mablrsbbln Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
Kannaby, Mr. I. B. 

Maflsabbta Abmab, Dr. 

MaBsabbla Abmab, Maalvi. 

Maflsabbin Ohoabhnry, Maalvi. 

Mahtababbln Abmab, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
Maabal, Mr. BIrat Obanbra. 

Mabammab All, Kban Bababar. 

Marfan, Mr. Q. 

Matfam All Mollab, Maalvi. 

Masammal Mab, Maalvi Mb. 

Mabammab Afsal, Kban lablb Maalvi lyab. 
Mabammab Ibrablai, Maalvi. 

Mabammab libaqut, Maalvi. 

Mabammab larall, Maalvi. 

Mabammab libbiyaa, Kbaa Bababar Dr. lyab. 


Mabammab l al a t maa, Kbaa laMb MaMvi. 
MaHkk, tba Haa’Wt Mr. Makaaba Babary. 

MaHtok, Mr. batla Babary. 

M aa ha mB Htasala, Mm Maa’bta Rawab, Kbaa 
Bababar. 

Baaby, tba Han'Ma Maharaja Irtashaabra, at In* 
aimbasar. 

Naurallab, Hawabtaba K. , • 

Raslmabbln, tba Naa’bla Kbwaja Mr. 

Rabmaa, Kbaa Bababar A. M. L. 

Rajkot, tba Haa’blt Mr. Prasaaaa Dab. 

Ray, tba Haa’bla Hr BIJay Praaab llafb. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
labarabbla Abmab, Mr. 

•allai, Mr. I. A. 

tartar, Maba Mabbaisbaa. 
larajm Itlam, Mr. 

Ihabababbin, Mr. Kbwaja. 

Ibamaobbln Abmab Kbaabkar, Mr. 

Ilrbar, Baba Utta Maaba. 

Itavaa, Mr. J. W. R. 
labrawarby, tba Han'Ma Mr. H. I. 

Tamixabbln Kban, Tba Haa'bla Mr. 

Tafal Abmab Gbaabbary, Maalvi Majl. 

Walkar, Mr.W.A.M. 

Warbiworth, Mr. W.O. 

Yaaaf All Obaabbary, Mr. 

Zabar Abmab Gbaabbary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 55 and the Noes 88, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.in. on Thursday the 30th 
March 1939, at the Assembly House> Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 30th March, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizcl Hauite, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 9 HoVble Ministers and 204 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Patni community. 


•291. Babu fllADHU8UDAN 8ARKARs ( a > ls the Hou ble 

* Minister in charge of the (’ommuications anil Works Department 

aware — , 

(i) that there is a community known as the Patni community in 
Bengal ; 

(u) that their main profession is to ply over the river; 

(Hi) that their profession is gradually being usurped by up-country 
men; and 

(tv) that the Patni community is gradually lieing ousted from their 
profession ? 


(b) If* the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, do the Government pro- 
pose to take in the natter? 


■y 

NI8TEBnn chat 


MfNISTEB^in charge of the COMMUNICATION# and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT .(the Hon’ble Maharaja 8rischandra Nandy, of 

Cossimbaw): ('/) < ' 1 a11 ^ ^ es - 

' (Hi) and (iv) A numlmr of ferries managed by local bodies hav «^ en 
leased to ^country men, but I cannot say to what extent members of 
this community have been displaced. 

10 
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(b) I propose to bring the hon’ble member’s question to the aatiee 
of the District Board and other local bodies to whom the managpne^t 
of public ferries has been made over, and 1 suggest that the hon’ble 
member and others interested in the welfare of the community should 
endeavour to have the matter discussed at meetings of these bodies. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state if the Bengali Patni community have proved a 
failure in many districts? 


Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (a) 
(tii) and (tv) where it is said, “but I cannot say to what extent members 
of this community have been displaced,” will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to direct an enquiry to ascertain the number of members 
of this community displaced? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazari 

I am afraid it will not be possible to do so. 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to the 
same answer, namely, (a) (in) and (tv), is the Floir’ble Minister aware 
that Mr. Satis Das Gupta of the Kliadi Pratisthan brought this to the 
notice of the Government times without number? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazari 

It may he so hut I am not aware. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government is quite unable to set up any 
machinery to stop this up-country invasion? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Co&imbazart 

My reply ,to (h) will show' what Government propose to do in the matter. 

», 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the *Jon’ble Minister be 
' pleased to state if it is a fact that District Boards nmke settlement of 
public ferries by open auction and it is usually settled wt^i the highest 
bidder P v 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbaxari 

That is so. Sir. ‘ t 
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Muiului of Executive and Judicial Officers who oompleted 30 years of 
' ' ^ * service and 55 years of ago. 

* 292, . Mn ABDULLAH.AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hou’ble 

Munster in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state— 

(’) the nun *ber <5f officers serving at present in Judiciary and Execu- 
tive who have completed MO years’ service and 65 years of 
age; and 

(n) what steps, if any, do the Government contemplate taking with 
regard to their retirement ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): {i) I presume tlmt the hon’ble 
members refer to the Judicial and Executive branches of the Provincial 
Services. The number is seven officers in all; four in t he Bengal Civil 
Service and three in the Bengal Junior Civil Service 

(ii) These were all re-employed in 1938 for a period of one year after 
reaching the age of superannuation as a temporary means of making 
good a serious deficiency of recruitment. They are all approaching the 
end of their one year s term, and will all have gone hack into retire- 
ment by the end of July, 1939. 

m Mr. PROMATdHA RANJAN THAKURl With reference 
to answer (u) where it is said, “These were all re-employed in 1938 
for a period of one venr after reaching the age of superannuation as a 
temporary means of making good a serious deficiency of recruitment,*’ 
does it mean that suitable candidates were not available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: No. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie 
pleased to •enlighten us whether the same principle and policy will be 
applied in the case of European officers, particularly in the Police 
Department? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KIUOTNA CH08E-: The Hon’ble Minister says in his 
answer “with ra^rence to the Judicial and Executive branches.” I * 
want to kno^^Thether it is so in all the departments? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is outside the scope of this question. 

* After the next question was called Mr. Abdulla-Al M ah mood rose 
to put his supplementary question.) 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The answer which the H <m’bk 

Minister lias given in reply to my question No. 292 is not the answer 
that was wanted. 


Mr. 8PEAKER. I quite understand the point, but I should hare 
expected you to rise in your place earlier. It is my principle to give 
dhe first opportunity to the member who has put the question. I looked 
at you but you did not rise in time. Then I allowed the member who 
rose to my left to put his question. Even after that you did not rise 
in your place. I am sorry. 


Abolition of Ctiatal Circuit embankment in Midnapore. 

*283* Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware — 

(/) of the abolition of the (ihatal Circuit embankment in the district 
of Midnapore; and 

(it) that the inhabitants of this area have received no crop at all 
for over 20 years? 

(b) If the answer to (<7) is in the affirmative, is there any desirability 1 
of the Government to devise ways and means for the improvement of the 
agricultural resource of the area mentioned? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (?) Yes. 

(ii) All the arable land within the area yields crops and there has 
been no case of total failure within the last 20 years. 

(b) Owing to their evil effects on river conservancy, public health 
and the productivity of the soil, it is the ixdicv of Governnqent not to 
encourage any new embankments, and as far as it is possible to do so 
without materially affecting vested interests, gradually to abandon 
existing embankments. The Ghatal Circuit embankment was abandon- 
ed in accordance with this policy, and I believe h^vt public health and 
the productivity of the soil in the area in questioiKx have decidedly 
improved in consequence. Although in certain low areaKihe cultivation 
of kharif crops is not yet possible as the land has not been raised 
sufficiently by natural silt deposit, boro and rabi crops are Wng grown 
in the dry season, for which purpose all reasonable irrigation facilities 
are being given. , The possibility of improvement is also bfting 
examined. 
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Mr. HARENDRA NATH OOLUI: Will the Hon’ble* 

Minister be pleased to state whether 4th of the arable land yields 
crQps P 

The Hoh'ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is very difficult t*r> pive the exact proportion. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the area affected by the discontinuance of the embank- 
men t? 


.The Hoti’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazari 

I think it is a hi# area but it is difficult to jrive any idea about the 
size. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS! Will the Hon ’hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether before abandoning that embankment Govern- 
ment did consider thc^fact that the abandonment would affect a large 
area of arable land fit for cultivation? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Government took all tilings into consideration and was of opinion that 
.the state of 1hings»would Inn worse it the embankment was not aban- 
doned. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Ilonble Minister be 
pleased to state it in the ease of partial failure of crops there would 
be a remission of rent by the Government? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

That is more than T can say. 


Mr. NJKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: With reference to answer (h) 
where it is said “that all reasonable irrigation facilities are being 
given,” what are those reasonable irrigation facilities? 


The Hon’blo Nurfaraja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I believe ,the sunnier waterways in that area are always available for 
irrigating tl^Hand. 


'Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: With relercnce to his answer 
(*), last li ne, “the possibility of improvement is also being examined,'* 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what ift the scheme which 
he has in view regarding the improvement of the area? 
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* T& Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of cissiinbazar: 

It is very difficult to give an idea as to the exact method which would 
be ultimately employed for the improvement of the land. But there 
are very main factors which have got to he taken into consideration 
including the right in waterways hy private parties and the policy 
which the Department is following in this direction. We are trying 
to raise the level of the land by the deposition of silt of the river with 
the least possible damage to the standing crops. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, so long as sufficient improvement is not made, 
Government will grant compensation for the Iosr incurred by the culti- 
vators in the affected areas? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I do not think. Sir, that il is a practical proposition 


Appointment of Inspectors and Auditors in Co-operative Department 
in the regime of the Hon’ble Minister. 

•294. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Oledit and "Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many Inspectors and Auditors have been appointed during 

his regime; 

(b) how many of them are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 

(c) how many of them have been appointed from each district; 

( d ) what are their qualifications; 

(e) how many have been appointed from the district of Pabna; 

(/) how many candidates applied for these posts from this district; 

(g) what are their qualifications ; « 

(h) how many of them are (1) Hindus and (2) Muslims; 

(?) whether any Muslim has been appointed from the district of 
Pabna; „ _ 

(]) if the answer to (t) is in the negative, the reborn for the eiclu- 
sion of tfye Pabna district; 




(k) have some districts been given special f>refereil^e to other 

districts ; 

(l) Vliat was the basis on which the appointments were made; and 

(m) how many Inspectors and Auditors have been appointed from 

He districts of Bakarganj and Khulna, respectively? 
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MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT an* 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the iHon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Behary Multick): ( a ) Inspectors 26 and Auditors 40. 

(6), (c) and (vi) Two statements are laid on the Library table. 

(d) All were graduates, excepting two undergraduates appointed as 

Auditors. * 

(e) and (?) None; two were selected for training, but one refused and 
the other resigned while under training. 

(/), (g) and (h) Information is not available. 

(j) Does not arise. 

(k) No. 

*(/) The hon’ble member is referred to the reply given in this House 
on the 22nd February, 1938, to starred question No. f>2 and to the replies 
made to the supplementary questions. 

Bafou NACENDRA NATH SEN: With letcrcnce to answer (o), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .state whetliei these appointments 
were made on the reeotinncndation of the Public Service roiumission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. Sir 

Mr. PROMATIJA RANJAN THAKUR : With reference to answer 
( d ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why he took two 
under-guiduates ? What is the minimum (jualitieat ion for appointment 
as auditor? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: luterniucliut*. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With reference to answer 
(/), (g) and (//), will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
why the information is not available? 

The flon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 may refresh 
the memory of the honourable member by reminding him of the answer 
that I gave to questions of this nature for a number of times. There I 
mentioned that # all tjffae applications were referred to the District Magis- 
trates for maki/p preliminary selections, and only those that were # 
recommende^tjanie here. Therefore, the information is not available. 

.Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Are not the member* of the House entitled to have the infcormation 
that has been asked for? Is il not debarring the members of this House 
from their legitimate rights and privileges? The information asked 
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for hejrje #ouJd have been obtained from the respective District Officers. 
I submit, it encroaches upon the rights and privileges of the member* 
of this House, and I hope you will ask the Hon’ble Minister to give a 
proper reply to this question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I feel that sometimes it is simply impossible to 
gather all information in connection with the applications made for* 
vacant posts. As a matter of fact, there were some posts vacant in our 
department, and if I am asked as to how many applications were filed 
for those posts, perhaps I would have given even a stronger reply than 
what the Hon’hle Minister has given. So far as the question of your 
right of having a reply is concerned, I cannot help you, even if 
such information is available in the Secretariat, if the Hon’ble Minister 
does not give any reply except saying that he will try to obtain 
information. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state why two under-graduates were taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Be< •ause they 
did very well at tin 1 competitive examination. 

Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state to which districts these two candidates belong? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as I 

remember, one comes from Mymensingh and the other from 
Bakarganj. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: srertrora :<iww SR m 

80 $R appoint. SCOT; 4 fa under training $ 

3T*(T SETO $TCR<t include U ©itH* <TR font? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Alt of them 

along with others were subjected to a training at the end of which they 
were examined and on the result of that examination the appointment* 
have been made. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to\nswer (e) and 
(i), will the Hon’ble* Minister be pleased to state whetherVone or both 
of them were Hindus? \ 


The ‘Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I want 

potice. 
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Mr* 8I8HATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many candidates have been placed under training? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I think I 
gave an answer to such a question in February last. If I remember 
aright, 48 were placed under training for auditorship and 32 for 
inspectorship. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were the reasons for refusal by one and resignation by 
another while under training? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It all depend- 
ed upon their personal liking. 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM: Will ihc Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether (xovernmenl think that those gentlemen who possess 
the degree of B.A are superior to those who do not possess that degree 
in all respects? % 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is all a question of thinking. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: m vmwt fa 

draining £ auditor inspector «nX¥‘» 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL r Will the Hon’ble Munster be 
pleased to state if any appointments were made out of the list which 
was sent over to the Public Service Commission for scrutiny just, before 
the beginning of this session? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ilow docs that question arise? It does not appear 
that any list was sent to the Public Service Commission. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In reply to the supplementary 
question of my friend Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen, viz., whether these 
appointments were ratfde on the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission, the Ji on’hle Minister has said that there has been no 
reoommendatio^^f the Public Service Commission so far. And that 
is why I further information if any applications have been sent 

to the Public Service Commission for recommendation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUHDA BEHARY MULLICK: Jfo, Sir, not 
with respect to inspectors and auditors. 
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Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state if it is a fact that these candidates proved incom- 
petent, and that afterwards one was forced to resign? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a 
number of such candidates have been interviewed by the Public Service 
Commission on the understanding 1 that they would be appointed in 
the Co-operative Department as Auditors or Inspectors? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state for what services under the Hon’ble Minister such interviews 
were being arranged? Was it for Debt Settlement Officers? 

e 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do not quite 
understand the honourable member’s question. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

faiuwer* to which w«re laid on the table) 

Annual Report of Local Audit Department, 1936-37. 

109. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment been drawn to the remarks incorporated in the Annual Report on 
the Working of the Local Audit Department for the vec.r 1936-37 
published by the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment, Government of Bengal, at page 25 under heading III (B) illegal 
and unauthorised or excess expenditure in paragiVph 50(//) to the effect 
“Dinajpur — A caterpillar tractor arid road graderS^as* purchased at a 
cost of Rs. 16,703 without obtaining the previmK^sanction of the 
Commissioner of the Division and Superintending Engineer”? 

( b ) Who is or are responsible for the unauthorised expenditure? 

(c) *What steps, if any, have been taken to remedy the defect? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the aforesaid caterpillar 
tractor and road grader has been giving no service? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on betolf of the Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department): (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Under the rules, the District Board should have obtained 
the approval of the Divisional Commissioner, through the Inspector of 
Local Works, to the estimate of the cost of the machine. This approval 
was, however, subsequently obtained. 

( d ) The machine is reported to have given satisfactory service for 
three seasons and to be now awaiting repairs. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answers (b) 
and (c), will the Hon’ble Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when this 
approval was obtained — how long after the purchase? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Shortly attei. I have not 
got the date, and I would like to have notice if tin* honourable member 
wants to have more definite information. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Did llie Hon'hlc Minister enquire 
why the rules referred to in answers (h) and {(') were not observed in 
this case involving a lieaw expenditure of lbs and odd? 

Mr. SPEAKER: These rule» are for observance by the District 
•Boards. When they did not ftbtain the approval, how rould the Hon’ble 
'Minister know that this was not done? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALMs the Ifon’hle Minister aware that 
the rules referred to in answers (h) and (r) were not observed in this case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: How can 1 say that? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, how can the llon’lde Minister say that? 

. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: My question was that the rules were 
not obsei^ed. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state* wh^act ion, if an;*, has bpen taken by Government? 

The Hoitfriel Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No action has been taken 
because tb^necesshry consent had been obtained of the Divisional 
Commissioner. 

% 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, my question ha* not been 
Answered. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: What Mr. Kundu wants to know is that in view of 
the fact that the District Board did obtain the approval of the Divisional 
Commissioner, and that why such approval was obtained subsequently, 
and whether the Divisional Commissioner has taken steps to avoid such 
violation of the rules. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No steps have been taken 
because, T suppose, the Divisional Commissioner did not think this 
matter sufficiently important to take any steps. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I submit that my question 
( b ), viz., “Who is or are responsible for the unauthorised expenditure”, 
has not been answered. 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question hardly arises. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to know. Sir, who took 
the initiative. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise at all, and even if it 
does, it is a matter for the District Board to answer. It is with great 
reluctance that I admitted this question. The opinion of my depart- 
ment was that it was not admissible ; vet T thought that, in view of the 
fact that there was violation of some rule, ,1 should i.llow it ; but T can’t, 
allow you to put questions about matters which do not come within the 
administrative control of (Government 1 hope you will realise my 
point. I am, however, quite prepared to allow you to find out the 
responsibility of Government in tin* matter. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this unauthorised expenditure was made on 
the initiative of the Chairman of tin* District Board or by virtue of a 
regulation? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Reports by the Circle Officer, Hajiganj, against seme ex-P f 

Union Boards of his circle. 'k* 

110. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) W^l the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge the Local Self-Government Departmy^t be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Circle Officer, Hajiganj, in the 
district of Tippera, submitted reports against some ex-Presidents of 
Union 5 oar d« of his circle to the Subdivisional Officer, Chandpur, for 
not making over charge of Union Board records to the newly elected 
Presidents after the last election of Union Board Presidents? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many such reports against ex- 
Presidents were submitted by the Circle Officer. Hajigani. up to the 
31st December, 1938? 

(c) Who are those persons (Presidents and clerks! against whom 
euch reports were submitted? 

( d ) In how many of such cases notices to show cause against criminal 
prosecution were issued by the Subdivision^ Officer, Chandpur? 

(e) Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a states 
ment showing, name by name— 

(i) the dates on which reports were to be submitted; and 

(ii) the dates of issuing notices against criminal prosecutions 

thereon ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) and (h) Only one such 
report was submitted. 

(c) Ex -President Maulvi Jonab Ali Majumdar, m i,. a., and his clerk 
Maulvi Abdus Sobhan*Majumdar. 

((J) One. 

(e) (?) No direction lor submission of such report was given by the 
Subdivisional Officer. 

• (ii) 14th Decenfber, 193ft 

Mr. SPEAKER: Betoie a supplementary question is put, 1 would 
only appeal to the members that if # there is any likelihood of a question 
being put affecting the member himself, it is only pioper that the 
question should not he sent in his own name. It does not look well. It 
is very desirable that we m this Assembly should stick to a certain 
standard of decorum, and that standard requires — and it is only fair — 
that a question which is lik*>l\ to affect the member himself should not 
be sent in his own name. 

• 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the lion ble Minister aware 
of the fact that the clerk of the ex-President did not allow the records 
to be taken from thejinion board office? 

The Hon'bJp^Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: l am not aware of any 
such fact, # 

Wfc. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Js the Hnn’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that though there was no order of prosecution against the 
ex-President, ‘’till a notice to show cause was issued? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I faifth understand 

the question. Who is to give the order? 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: In the ordersheet of the Sub- 
divisional Officer there was no order that a notice should be issued on- 
the ex-President to show cause why he should not be prosecuted, an<^ 
still, Sir, such notice was issued on him. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I again fail to 
undertsand the question because the question itself says that the notice 
was issued by the Subdivisional Officer. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But against whom? The 
question was that there were a good many reports against ex-President9, 
but there was no order by the Subdivisional Officer that notice should 
be issued against the ex-President in question. As a matter of fact, the 
notice to show cause why he should not be prosecuted was issued on the 
ex-President. 


Mr. SPEAKER: ] do not understand your question either. The 
question itself says: “Whether it is a fact that the Circle Officer, Haji- 
ganj, in the district of Tippera, submitted reports against some ex-Presi- 
dents of Union Boards of his circle to the .Subdivisional Officer, Chand-^ 
pur, for not making over charge of Union Board records. ” 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But there was no order in the 
order-sheet of the Subdivisional Officer that the notice should be issued 
against the ex-President, and yet the notice was issued on him under the 
signature of the Subdivisional Officer. 


Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. That is a aiatter for 

departmental file. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’bie Minister aware 
of the fact that, besides the notice served on him, search warrants were 
issued against the ex-President and, against the\jerk in question, to 
search the houses of the ex-President of the union bohr4 and the clerk? 


The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am uui aw\ue ui that 
fact at all. I would only suggest, Sir, that if the honourable member 
knows so much about this matter and wants to elicit further informa- 
tion, he should ask ‘questions in a proper form. 
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Mf« DHfRENDRA 'HATH 6 ATT Al Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that these thing's were done, because the ex-President happens to be a 
' member of the Opposition? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDAL1 : Will the linn 'Me Minister b<* pleased to state 
whether the charge of office was handed over to the office clerk only 
because the notice was served on him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; No, Sir. 1 do not know 
anything about it. 


Cultivation of Tung oil trees in Bengal. 

111. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the lion’ble Minister in charge 
erf the Agriculture and Veterinary Department be pleased to state 
whether any attempt has so far been made for the cultivation of Tung 
oil trees in Bengal ? 

(b) If so, with what results? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blfrMr. Tamizuddin Khan): (n) Yes 

(b). Cultivation is still in the experimental stage and it is too earlv 
to say what the results may be. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
the place or places where this experiment is being made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In the Botanical Gardens. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state 
the area involved in the cultivation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The area must necessarily 
be very small. * 

Mr. P. BAHCTJ1: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that in Bihar 
and Assam y^eriments were started some 5 years -ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In the Assam tea- 
gardens this experiment is still going on, hut I do not know aifvthing 
about Bihar. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will' *f‘he Hofl’ble 
Minister explain what is this Tung oil? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Banerji will be able to enlighten you bettety 
((Laughter.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it permissible under Govern- 
ment rules for private parties to carry on experiments like this? * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That you can find out tor yourself. (Laughter.) 


East Indian Railway Co-operative Credit 8ociety. 

112. Miss P. B. BELL-HART: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state whether any frauds have been detected in the East 
Indian Railway Co-operative Credit Society? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of such frauds; and 

(it) the total amount involved? ,, 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to institute an investiga- 
tion ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 


The Hofl’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes. 

(b) (/) Two and (/?*) Rs. 15,510. 

(c) and (d) As both the cases were investigated by the police, no 
further investigation is thought necessary. 


Mr. PROMATHA RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to 
answer (</), in Avhich the Hon’ble Minister says: “As both the case6 
were investigated by the police, no further investigation is thought 
necessary”, in cases of fraud is it not desirable t^K^t there should be a 
departmental investigation in spite of the police investigation? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICta The East 

India Railway Co-operative Credit Society does not come under our 
control at all. It is their concern, and the matter was brought to the 
notice of the police. 
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R«i HAREM DRA NATH CHAUDHURI l What wart the results 

of the police investigation? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKl The first case 

fraud was investigated by the police. The police sent up for trial 
the person suspected, and the case ended in an acquittal. In the second 
Case for misappropriation of money the clerk was handed over to tKe 
police, but as he made good the amount the proceedings against him 
wbre withdrawn, but he was however removed from service. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: In view of the answer just 

given by the Hon’ble Minister, is he not still prepared to make a 
departmental enquiry? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There has been a judicial decision resulting in 
an acquittal. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Quite so, Sir Rut from 
the Hon’ble Minister’s reply it appears, on the face of it, that there 
was defalcation. One case ended in an acquittal, and in another case 
the proceedings were withdrawn. Rut, all the same, there was defalca- 
tion in the department, and I want to know whether tin* Hon’ble 
Minister is willing to make an enquiry? 

. • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That the Hon’hle Minister has already answered 
by saving that it does not come under his jurisdiction. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to take any departmental action against those persons who 
are known to he a party to the defalcation? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How t an he do so? 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I submit, Sir, that, 
according to law, he can do so undoubtedly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as I 

know, these pessonydid not serve binder my department. They served 
under the East^fndia Railway. 

Mr. PRfrfftlATIlA RANJAN THAKURS In view of the answer of 

thr Hon’ble Minister that his department has got nothing to do with 
the Railway Co-operative Credit Society, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the good of admitting this question? 

11 
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Mr. SPEAKER: If I knew that the Cooperative Department Has 
nothing to do with this society, I would not have admitted it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Railway Co-operative Credit Society is under 
the control of the Co-operative Department, that is, under the 
Registrar P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 

audit is concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if these two defalcations were as a result of negligence 
or want of sufficient caution on the part of auditors and inspectors of 
the department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The accounts 
Of this society were not audited by the auditors of the department at 
all. It was done by independent auditors. 


GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: Sir, in the unavoidable 
absence of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill, I beg to present 
the report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Bengal Money-lenders Bill. 

Mr. BREAKER. Yesterday, you might remember, I discussed the 
question of time-table of the Bengal Money-lenders Bill. Since then, 
I find that Government is proposing not to have any session for about 
10 days in April, and probably another week towards the end. I have 
been rather led to think that whenever there has been any important 
legislation like the Bengal Tenancy or any other legislation like this, 
we find that amendments come in such a way that' it is sometimes 
difficult for- the parties to find out what will be their attitude in the 
^matter. So I thought that the best way to meef the situation and 
pit give ail parties an opportunity to consider this Bill would be this : 
m the two days fixed for the purpose, I propose, for the present, to 
lake Up only the* general discussion, namely, whether it should He 
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recommitted or it should be sent to the Select Committee or some such 
tilings. After that, if there is still one or two minor points, we might 
take them up, otherwise we might postpone the discussion. 

What I propose further is that I will give all parties opportunity 
to reconsider all the amendments and, in case, any party desires that 
any fresh amendments are necessary wfth a view to make an adjustment 
between the different interests, I shall be very glad to accept them, 
say, till about 10 days after the print i6 available to the members. I 
am doing it with a view to facilitate discussion at a later stage. Will 
that suit all parties? I would ask the Hon’ble the Home Minister what 
date would be convenient to begin after the general discussion. 
Probably it would be convenient to begin towards the end of April. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the next date 
available will be Monday, the 1st of May. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What I propose is that the general discussion 
should take place on the 3rd and 4th of April and I will be prepared 
to accept amendments* till the 15tli of April. I hope that individual 
members will refrain from bringing in amendments but that they 
should do so on party basis. If any party finds that a particular 
amendment is necessary, I shall be very glad to consider it, provided 
it is sent in time. I should like to know whether the members would 
like to take up the general discussion of the Money-lenders Bill on the 
3rd and 4th April as fixed in the agenda paper. It would probably be 
convenient not to disturb the agenda because the consideration of the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Ijill will take some time. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: May I k now if the general 
discussion will be over on the 4th? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope, it will be over on the 3rd, but, in case, it 
is not, I will certainly close the discussion on the 4th. I do not think, 
general discussion will take more than two days. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN l Sir, may I know when the dis- 
cussion will take place after the 4th of April ? 

. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1st May. With regard to amendments, I might 
say that if ehy pa#y or an individual member satisfies* me that a parti- 
cular amendment is vitally necessary, I shall be quite prepared to accept 
it till the 15th of April, but ordinarily not beyond that, ^ter the 
16th April, you can send it, but I shall have to accept it with the 
greatest reluctance. In any case, I will not shut but any amendment 
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if it is vitally necessary, but ordinarily I think the different parties 
will get enough time to consider their attitude towards the Bill and 
in case they desire to put in amendments, I hope they will send them 
by the 16th of April. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, what is the use of the general dis- 
cussion P You know very well that the Money-lenders Bill was referred 
to the Select Committee after a long discussion in the House and 
when it was referred to the Select Committee, the House was committed 
to the principles of the Bill. Thereafter it took the Select Committee 
about a month to discuss the clauses from day to day and they have 
arrived at the decision as we find in the Select Committee Report. 
Now, by general discussion, may I know, how it will improve the 
situation in any way? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that the question of competency of 
the legislature is a matter which is likely to be raised. I do not 
think I can shut out an issue like this. Secondly, the question of 
recommittal has been raised by a good number of members, and I under- 
stand that there is likely to be a good deal of discussion on this. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I am going to raise the constitu- 
tional question as to whether all the provisions of the Bill are intra 
vires or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, that will also he considered at that time. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I know , Sir, what business 
will be taken up on the 5th and 6th ? 

Mr. SPEAKER. Other Government business. 

The Bengal Finance Bill, 1939. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now begin discussion on the Bengal 
Finance Bill. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stan(f part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2 , 

Thd* question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 3. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANJAN BARKER: I beg to move that 

in clause 3 (2), line 1, before the words “Every person” the words “As 
from the first day of April, 1939” be inserted. 

Sir, this amendment is necessary in order to remove any doubt as 
to the date from which the tax will take effect. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: I beg to move that in clause 3 (i), 
in line 1, after the word “income-tax” the words “amounting to 
rupees three hundred and upwards annually” be inserted. 

In moving this amendment I know that perhaps I may not be happy 
in my figure, but it does not really matter. All that matters is that 
the principle underlying the amendment should be considered. The 
principle underlying the amendment is that exemption should Ik? granted 
to the man who cannot pay. A man who is somehow earning his 
living and has an inc<yne of something like Its. 300 a month, if exempt- 
ed, would indeed feel greatly relieved. There are two objections raised 
with reference to that point. The first objection is that under the 
rules of the Income-Tax Act. Government will not he able to get proof 
regarding the income of various persons, but as a matter, of fact if we 
examine this objettion we shall find that there is no substance in it 
for the simple reason that the man who is assessed will himself take 
the burden of proving that he earns an income of Its. 300 and no more. 
It is true that the Government of India will not supply the details, but 
that does not prevent the man himself from asking for exemption. 
Everybody who wants to claim exemption under this clause will have 
to prove his own case. The onus of proof lies upon him. 

Perhaps the second objection will be this: under the slab system 
a man is given an exemption up to Rs. 1,500, that is to say, Up to the 
first Rs. *1,500 of the man’s income no tax will be assessed. That is 
true, but on the other hand upon the balance, sav, Rs. 2,100, taking for 
example^ income of Rs. 300 a month, the income-tax instead of being 
6 pies in the rupee will be 9 pies in the rupee, and if you will work 
out the figures you will find that the benefit that he gets is only 
Rs. 14-1, so that as a matter of fact the provincial Government is now 
trying to take # away the little benefit which the poor man receives under # 
the new slab system. After all when the Central Government framed 
this Act and also put in the schedule they intended to benefit the poor 
man. Wlfat is the Government of Bengal going to do now? The 
benefit that is being given by one hand is going to be taken away with 
the other hand. I wish to place the following before you*for your 
consideration — Ought not the poor man to be exempted ? Never mind 
the figures, just do what is reasonable, and see that the gets hi» 
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exemption, After all I ask that something equitable and reasonable 
should be done. With these remarks I move the amendment for the 
consideration of the House. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA SANYAL: I will not move the amendment 
standing in my name but I feel called upon to oppose the motion moved 
by Mr. Sarker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will allow you an opportunity to speak after all 
the motions on clause No. 3 have been moved. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: I beg to move that in clause 
3 ( 1 ), in line 1, after the word “income-tax” the words “on an income 
over three thousand rupees” be inserted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BIBWAB: I beg to move that in clause 
3 (I), in line 2, after the figure “1922” the words “having an income 
of rupees five thousand or over” be inserted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that in clause 
3 ( 1 ), in line 2, after the figure “1922” the woijds “for an income 
exceeding rupees five thousand” be inserted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 3 ( 1 ), in line 2, after the figure 
**1922” the words “for an income exceeding rupees three thousand” 
be inserted. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: I beg to move that in clause 3 ( 1 ), 
in clause 3, after the word “earnings”, the words “except the salary 
cl a member of Legislature as such” be inserted. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that .in clause 
8(i), line 8, for the word “thirty” the word “five” be substituted. 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (/), line 8, for the word “thirty” the 
word “ten” be substituted. t 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (7), line 8, for the word “thirty” 
the word “fifteen” bs substituted. 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (/), line 8, for the wor& “thirty 1 * 
ike word “twenty” be substituted. . 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (i), line 8, for the word “thirty” 
the word “twenty-five” be substituted. , * 
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Air. S* A. GOMES: I beg to move that alter clattee 8 (/) but before 
the explanation, the following be inserted, namely : — 

"This tax shall not be payable by those whose incdme or salary 
from the said profession, trade, calling or employment does 
not exceed Rs. 3,600 per year”. 

Bata NACENDRA NATH SEN: I beg to move that after clause 
3 ( 1 ), the following proviso be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that in no case shall the tax be greater than the amount 
of income-tax paid”. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : 1 beg to move that in clause 3 (•?), line 8, for 
the words “the amount of the tax shall” the words “Ten per rent, of 
the Tax may” be substituted. 

Bata PREMHARI BARMA: 1 beg to move that in clause 3 (3) t 
line 8, for the words “gquul to the amount” the words “not exceeding 
ten per cent.” be substituted. 

I beg to move that in the proviso to clause 3 (.5), lines 2, 3 and 4, 
the words and figure “if the tax be paid prior to the filing of a certifi- 
cate under section 4 of the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 
•1913” be deleted. • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I beg to move that after clause 
3 (1) but before the explanation, # the following proviso be inserted, 
namely : — 

“Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall authorise the levy 
of more than thirty lupees as tax payable by any person for 
any financial year”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will first ask Mr. Premhari Banna to speak on 
his motion. 

Df« NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, shall we not have an oppor- 
tunity to speak^on the Hon’ble M{. Sarker’s amendment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All the amendments will be /lis cussed now, and 
you will gej an opportunity to speak. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I only hope you won't forget me. 

r • 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are too difficult to be forgotten. 
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Mm PREMHARI BARMA: This Bill proposes to impose tax on 
profession, trade, calling, and employment. These are the matters 
which are included in item life. 46 of the second list of the 7th Schedule. 
I beg to submit that the membership of the Legislature is neither a 
trade, nor a calling, nor a profession. Therefore, this tax cannot be 
impoeed upon the salary of the members of the Legislature. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Why do you interpret 
the Act like that ? 

Baton PREMHARI BARMA: It is not a trade, it is not a calling, 
therefore this tax cannot be imposed on the salaries of members of the 

Legislature. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Quite so. 

Baton PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, 1 have moved this amendment 
in order to make this point clear. If this is not clearly stated in the 
Bill then those who will be in charge of assessing income-tax will not 
look to the provision of the Government of India Act or to the second 
list of the VII Schedule, and those who pay income-tax will have to 
pay also this tax, but under the provisions we cannot impose any tax 
on the salary of the members of the Legislature. So, I think that this 
amendment is necessary to make it clear that those who will be in 
charge of assessment will not include the salary of the members of 
the Legislature. With these words, Sir, I commend my ihotion for 
the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I just want to say a few words 
about the last-moment surprise sprung upon us by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister. I oppose this amendment on grounds of principle. 
I feel that no piece of legislation which is likely to tax the ]>eople 
should have any retrospective effect. So far as the provisions of this 
Bill are concerned, we know that they can only be effective from the 
date when the Bill receives His Excellency’s consent. Now the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister suggests that it would have effect as from the 
1st April, 1939. If he had some embarrassment due to the fact that 
the Finance Bill could not be passed in time before the next financial 
year has commenced, of course it is not for us to help him out of that 
embarrassment, and it is not for him also to throw away the salutary 
principle of not imjioeing taxation with retrospective effect just because 
of some technical embarrassment. I, therefore,- suggest to him that 
he should carefully consider whether he should insist upon this and 
open out avenues for further trouble in future, for there may be other 
pieces of legislatidh on which also it may be insisted that they should 
have retrospective effect. We have already before us another piece of 
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legislation where some members may be insisting upon a retrospective 
4e*e and probably at that moment the same difficulty will arise, and, 
therefore, I am holding out a warning to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister that he should think twice before he would press for this last 
moment’s amendment. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* Mr. Speaker, Sir, my amend* 

ment is to make one point clear — because it may be questioned later 
or there may be some misunderstanding or doubt — that a person having 
different sources of income may not be liable to taxation more than 
once. If a man has a profession of his own and also has some business 
of his own he may be called upon to pay the tax from both sources 
of income. This proviso is to make it absolutely clear that a person 
having a profession or a calling or employment will have to pay the 
tax only once. With these words I commend my motion for the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, the amend- 
ments that have been moved by ine will clearly show that I want to do 
away with a certain iniquity in this Bill. This Bill, Sir, is very iniqui- 
tous. A person who has got an income of Rs. 2, 000 will be taxed at 
the rate of Rs. 30 a year and a person who has got an income of 
Rs. 20,00,000 will be taxed at the same rate of Rs. 30. The Hon’ble 
•the Finance Minister is not probably now aware of the difficulties of 
persops who have a minimum income of Rs. 2,000. So, Sir, my amend- 
ment is this that a person who has got an income of Rs. 5,000 only 
should be taxed. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister must remember 
that a lawyer who carries on his profession in the inufassil court shall 
have to pay a licence fee of Rs. 25 for carrying on the profession and 
if he lives in a municipal town he will have to pay a municipal fee and 
further he will have to pay an income-tax of Rs. 30. Sir, bring ti> 
your mind the picture of a }>erson who has got ail income of only 
Rs. 2,000* and who has got a family consisting of 20 members! It is 
very difficult for him to pay the income-tax, the licence fee and further 
the municipal fee. Oftentimes such a person takes time to pay the 
income-tax and oftentimes writs are issued against those persons for 
the realisation of the income-tax. If such a man has to pay a further 
tax of Rs. 30, it will be indeed very difficult for him. So my submis- 
sion is — thougB I am quite sure flat submissions from this side of the 
House are not accepted-— that if the Finance Minister cannot accept * 
my amendment, i.e., for an income exceeding Rs. 5,000, let him accept % 
the amendment winch speaks of an income exceeding Rs. 3,000 a year, 
i.e., Rs. 250 per month. A person who has got an income of Rs. 175 
per month has a very, very low income. As a matter of fact it will 
cause serious hardship to such persons. The Hen’ble the Finance 
Minister probably has forgotten the difficulties of such persons by now 
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because of the princely income that he is now getting and the Hon’blA 
Ministers will not be able to understand the difficulties of suoh persons 
because all of them have got their fat income, fat salaries and fat 
allowances. They have forgotten the difficulties of persons who have to 
maintain a large family with a minimum annual income of Rs. 2, ODD. 
My submission is that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister may be 
persuaded to accept the amendment which speaks of an income of 
Rs. 3,000. Then, Sir, an attempt has been made to reduce the amount 
of tax from Rs. 30 to Rs. 25, Rs. 20, Rs. 15, Rs. 10 and Rs. 5. Of 
course the amount is very small. The difference of Rs. 5 may appear 
to be very small but to us poor people the difference of Rs. 5 makes muoh. 
If the Hon’ble *the Finance Minister cannot accept these amendments, 
I hope he may be persuaded to accept the amendment where it is 
suggested that instead of the word * 4 thirty* * the word “twenty” may be 
substituted, so that we may be saved a sum of Rs. 10. To us poor people 
Rs. 10 means much. Though I have the greatest hesitation in moving 
these amendments because they will not be accepted I feel it is my duty 
to place them before the House so that the case of the middle-class 
persons may not be forgotten. Of course the agriculturists will not hav© 
to pay and we have to make allowance for the agriculturists. At the 
same time it should not be forgotten that most of us are here because 
of the agitation — the constitutional agitation — that was carried on by 
the middle-class people. Since the year 1885 when the Congress was 
first started, the constitutional agitation was begun by the middle-classes*, 
to which we all belong, and it is with the object of saving the middle- 
class family that I have brought forward this amendment. But for the 
agitation by the members of the middle-class families, we would not 
have got the present constitution and would not have been here. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I know the fate of my 
motion. Still I should make an appeal to the members opposite. I 
have heard the honourable members of the Coalition Party very often 
say that Government are running the administration at a very high 
cost, and they also think that Government should reduce the expendi- 
ture. But the Hon’ble the Finance Minister instead of making any 
retrenchment of the costs of administration has come before us with & 
further taxation measure. I do not think that the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister has been able to make out a case for further taxation, as he 
has failed to effect any retrenchment. I, however, Appeal to the 
* Hon’ble Minister of Finance and the honourable members opposite to 
# at least support my amendment that the additional tax should be 
assessed on a minimum income of Rs. 5,000 and not Rs. 2,000 as 
proposed in the Bill. My friend Mr. Datta has suggested a minimum 
assessable income to be Rs. 3,000, but I insist that the minimum should 
be Rs. 5,000. Only the other day the Hon'ble the Finance Minister told 
us that a person having a monthly income of Rs. 165 a month was solvent 
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fpough to pay this tax. My honourable friend, the Finance Minister, 
haying a princely income and a palatial home may say things like that, 
hut we, poor people, and also those having incomes which on an average 
do not exceed Rs. 400, not to speak of Rs. 16o per month, know where 
the shoe pinches; we know how difficult it is for those whose income is 
such or less to carry on their daily life. We know how much they have 
to spend even for the maintenance of their family, not to speak of other 
necessary expenses. If they have to live like men, they should not be 
penalised with any further tax. I appeal to the honourable members 
opposite to consider whether they would allow Rs. 2,000 to be the 
minimum assessable income or whether they should fix it at Rs. 5,000 
for the purposes of this new tax. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Mr Speaker, Sir, a Bill 
of this type was long overdue. I congratulate the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister (cries of “Hear, hear” from the Coalition Benches) for intro- 
ducing this Bill. Sir, our policy is maximum taxation for people who 
can afford to pay, if it is in the interest and for the benefit of the poor. 
Our policy is also minimum taxation for the poor, or no taxation, if 
possible. Sir, I wish also in anticipation to congratulate him if he 
explores further avqpues of taxation. Sir, there is ample scope for 
further taxation, viz., the Turf Club and the Behala Dog Racing. 
When ’the Jlon’ble the Finance Minister will rise up to reply to these 
things, I would request him to tell us why the Bill which was intro- 
duced by the Government — I mean the Bengal Amusement Bill — which 
opens up another scope for fresh taxation, was not moved, although a 
date for that particular Bill was fixed. I agree with my friend, Mr. 
Abu Hossain Sarkar, who has suggested that this taxation should be 
limited to those persons whose income is above lls. 3,000. I hope the 
Hon'ble tl# Finance Minister will consider this and act according to 
the wishes of the poorer sections of this House. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, my amendment is very simple. 1 only 
suggest to the Hon’ble Minister who began his life from the lowest 
ladder to realise the position of a man earning only Rs. 166-12 a month. 
He has got to pay income-tax, bi/t in case of default the penalty is 
equal to the amount of the tax although the officers are allowed to 
exercise their discretion in the matter. But in this case, Sir, no dis- 
cretionary power hafe been given to the officers. Naturally the tax will 
be doubled in case of non-payment. Therefore, I suggest to the 
Hon'ble Minister in case of non-payment not to charge double the 
amount but an amount not exceeding the amount of the tax, so that the 
officers can use their own discretion and charge a small penalty. 
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Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker 

Sir, I beg to support the amendment moved by the Khan Bahadur U 
clause 3(1), that in sub-clause (1), after the words “for the time beinj 
in force”, the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall authorise the levi 
of more than thirty rupees as tax payable by any person for ani 
financial year”. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is anxious that this nev 
burden of taxation should fall only on those who are best able to bea: 
it. This, however, depends largely on the way the tax is levied. I an 
afraid, Sir, the above intention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister ii 
in danger of being frustrated by the uncertainty that arises from th< 
above section as regards whether or not a person is going to be addi 
tionally taxed on the score of his various taxable interests that may hav< 
been assessed in the preceding financial year. For instance a persoi 
who has been assessed in the preceding financial year, say, for hi* 
earning from profession and, as it may be, from his business also, is h< 
going to be additionally taxed, under this section for each of the abov< 
sources of his earnings, a sum of Rs. 30 P Judging from the above viev 
of the principle of this new taxation as explained by the Hon’ble th< 
Finance Minister, I hope and trust it is not intended that a person shoulc 
be variously taxed and his taxable capacity should be reduced to th< 
minimum. It is to remove this uncertainty and danger that I beg t< 
commend this amendment for acceptance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* Before I ealLMr. Santosh Kumar Basu to speak, 
I may draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that 
Mr. P. Banerji’s amendment is divided into two parts — one is to limit 
the penalty to ten per cent, of the tax and the other to an amount not 
exceeding the amount of the tax. What Mr. P. Banerji objects to is 
the provision that the penalty must be equivalent to the tax. I under- 
stand that if the Hon’ble the Finance Minister accepts his amendment 
to limit the penalty to an amount not exceeding the amount of the tax, 
then Mr. P. Banerji is prepared to withdraw his other amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Yes, Sir, I am 
prepared to accept the amendment ^hat the amount of- the penalty will 
be an. amount not exceeding the amount of the tax. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, "Sir, I did not desire 
to table any amendment to this Bill because I was apprehensive that 
any amendment might not be acceptable to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister on the ground that it might upset the balance of his proposed 
budget. But I find that some amendments have been tabled which, in 
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their reasonableness and in their cogency, will demand support even from 
those who are pessimistic enough not to credit the Finance Minister 
with any desire to accept any amendments, however small or however 
insignificant they might be. When I rise to support the amendment 
moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, viz., that incomes up to Rs. ,3,000 
should be exempted from the taxation, I do not rise to do so with the 
pessimism which has been voiced by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and 
a few other members; nor do I credit the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
with that amount of hard-heartedness and callousness which have been 
attributed to him by some of my friends. Sir, I feel that this amend- 
ment is so eminently reasonable that even at this late stage the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister might be persuaded to accept it. I am only 
raising my voice on behalf of those struggling juniors in the profession, 
either the profession of Law or the profession of Medicine, who, we 
find, have been striving to get a foot-hold for themselves. And just 
at the time when they can carve out a little niche in a corner of the 
profession suddenly comes upon them the burden of the municipal tax 
and the income-tax and, on the top of that, this professional tax, 
thereby subjecting them to an encirclement of triple taxation which 
must certainly prove extremely hard to them. 

The Hon’ble the Finance Minister will probably say that they do 
not come within the mischief of the Act until and unless they were 
assessed to income-tax. 1 say, Sir, that that is all the more reason why 
they should be saved* from the burden of this additional taxation. 

It ma/ probably be well known to the Hon’ble Minister, who is a 
former Mayor of the city of Calcutta, that under the Calcutta Municipal 
Act a professional licence tax of Rs. 25 is imposed upon one who has 
just started his professional practice as a lawyer, doctor or businessman 
in this city. As soon as he is burdened with an income-tax, this muni- 
cipal licence tax of Rs. 25 automatically goes up to Rs. 50 under the 
Statute — I mean the Calcutta Municipal Act; so that when he just 
steps into ‘the position of being assessed with income-tax, his profes- 
sional licence fee is automatically doubled from Rs. 25 to Rs. 50, and 
almost inethe train of his misfortunes will come this new professional 
tax which, I submit, will make his cup of misery full to the brim 
just on the threshold of his career. When you add these three taxes 
to the subscriptions to the Bar Association or to the other organiza- 
tional payments he is called upon* to make, there is very little which 
he can spare for the purpose of purchasing books and reports, which, 
I submit, is also an essential element of a professional man’s career, 
if professional efficiency is not to be banned from this province. 

It is from these points of view, Sir, that I shall make an Earnest 
appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, who I fimd, has temporarily 
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lent his ear just at this moment to a very important official, vi*., 
the Chief Whip of the Coalition Party (laughter), I hope, however, that 
he will keep his other ear for me (renewed laughter). 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are not able to pull his ear? (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : No, Sir. 

Sir, although the requirements of his budget and the financial 
potentialities of this Bill may, to a certain extent, be curtailed if this 
amendment is accepted, yet in the interest of the juniors in the 
profession, in the interest of an efficient bar and an efficient medical 
profession, I should again appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
not to turn a deaf ear to this voice of reason and commonsense, and also 
to this earnest appeal which is presented before the bar of this House 
on behalf of the junior members in profession and in business through 
this amendment of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. Mr. Dhirendra Nath 
Datta has adopted a method of persuading the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister which need not necessarily commend itself to me. He has 
said that perhaps the Hon’ble the Finance Minister may not be 
persuaded to-day, because he no longer knows the pinch of poverty. 
Sir, I am not going to adopt that argument. If a man has to rise 
from the lowest rung of the ladder to the highest rung in profession 
or in business, he can never, never forget his days of hard struggle. 
It is not a matter of shame; it is a matter of glory. T must appeal to 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to realise in his heart of hearts the 
woes of the struggling juniors. Had the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
been here, I would have appealed to his experience which he has 
gathered from the crowd of juniors whom he has supported and with 
whom he has always sympathised. I would ask both of them to 
consider and grasp the realities of the situation and to frame thiB Bill 
in accordance therewith. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : Sir, 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Do you want to speak? 

tabu NACENDRA NATH SEli: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right, but please try to finish your speeeh in 
two minutes. 


NACENDRA NATH SEN: Thank you, Sir. 
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t* f Sir, ® Borne cases where a proposed assesses is reported to have an 
income of Rs. 2,000, sometimes it so happens that the person has shown 
im income just below Rs. 2,000, but the Income-tax Department has 
assessed his income at a slightly higher amount and in order to make 
It acceptable to the law has provided for some marginal remedies. In 
those cases, the Income-tax Department may reduce the tax to so much 
as would be the amount in excess of the taxable income. Thus, if a 
person gives his income as Rs. 1,999 the Income-tax Department may 
assess it at Rs. 2,010. Ordinarily, for Rs. 2,000 a person has got to 
pay Rs. 62 and odd and for another Rs. 10 something like twenty 
pice, but it is permissible for the Income-tax Department to reduce 
the tax for not accepting his income as Rs. 1,999 and assessing it at 
Rs. 2,010 and tax him at Rs. 10 only. So, in some cases, the income- 

tax to be paid by any person is something less than Its. 30. Sir, as 

the proverb goes, the seed can in no circumstances be larger than 

the fruit itself (Laughter) so, I appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance 

Minister that a person who pays income-tax at less than Rs. *10 should 
not be made to pay, more than Rs. 30 under the new tax, the more so 
as it is an ungraduated tax. I hope that the Hon 'He the Finance 
Minister will keep in view' the case of persons who are unable to pay 
and feel the pangs of poverty and of persons who, though not feeling 
the pangs of poverty, are not well off to pay the. tax. 


Point of order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise on 
a point of order. I want to place before you the fact that I had 
another amendment which has been disallowed by you. The amend- 
ment was about the income-tax rates mentioned in schedule 3 of clause 
2. I gave a schedule, Sir, showing the income-tax 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, yes. I remember all about it. I might 
say that, so far as that amendment was concerned, I did not allow 
it on the ground that I thought that the principle of income-tax was 
a graduafbd one while the principle of the provincial tax was not a 
graduated one; and the moment you bring in a schedule you go beyond 
the competency of the provincial Legislature. 

. • 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: This tax too is dependable 
upon the amount of income. * 

Mri SPEAKER: It is a very debatable point, and I am not going 
to risk an opinion about it. I know that it has been tried In one 
province, but I am not sure whether this can be done. 
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to have them. My friend was talking about the poverty of persons witk 
an income of Rs. 2,000! If those who have got Rs. 2,000 are poor, 
I do not know how to describe the condition of the cultivators. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the amendment of Mr. Premhari Barma, 
I may say that if I cannot say that membership is a profession, I can 
certainly say that membership is a calling. But if the salary of a mem- 
ber be his only income, then it would certainly be exempted being below 
the taxable limit. So his amendment is not necessary. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I request the Hon’ble 
Minister to explain how the membership of the Assembly can be called 
a calling? Is it because we are called to attend its meetings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I think it is a 
calling, competent authorities will decide it. 

So far as Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen's amendment is concerned, that 
is also not necessary because by rules we are providing for this 
marginal relief. 

Then, Sir, about profession tax. I find from the report of the 
Income-tax Department, that only Rs. 80,000 is paid by professional 
men throughout the province excluding Calcutta. That means 
Rs. 1,000 in each subdivision or 10 or 12 persons in each subdivision. 
So, I think that this tax will not be a great burden on the professional 
men and they will be able to pay it. With these words, I oppose all 
the amendments. 


Mr. 8PEAKER* I understand that it is the intention of the 
opposition to call a division on Rs. 0,000. So 1 will put that question 

first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, you can put the motion for 
Rs. 5,000 first. 

The motion of Mr. Suren dra Na{h Biswas that in clause 3(1), in 
line 2, after the figure “1922" the words “having an income of rupees 
five thousand or over" be inserted was then put and lost. 

e 

Mr. 8PEAKER; The motion No. 9 is covered by the decision on 

No. 7. .. 

Motions Nos. 6 lad 10 are the same. I will put No. 10. 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(2), in 
line 2, after the figure “1922” the words “for an income exceeding 
rupees three thousand” be inserted was then put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES— 70. 


ANiNaMv Palwaa, Mr. Mi. 

ASM Wabai, Maalvl. 

Aba Hsssala tarkar, Maalvl. 

Abal Faff, Mr. Mi. 

Ahmf Khan. Mr. Syod. 

Bansrjl, Mr. F. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Fraaiatha Nath. 
BaaarJI, Mr. Batya Friya. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Blbaath. 

Baaarjaa, Dr. lartib Chandra. 
Baaarjaa, Mr. Maaoraajaa. 

Barma, Baba Pramhari. 

Baraiaa, Baba Bhyama Prasad. 
Barman, Baba Upsnira Nath. 

Baaa, Mr. laataah Kamar. 

Ball-Hart, Min F. B. 

Bit was, Baba Lakshml Narayaa. 
Btawai, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Baronira Nath. 
Ohakraharty, Mr. Jatlnira Nath. 
Ohakrabarty, Baba Narsnira Narayaa. 
Ohattapaihyay, Mr. Haripaia. 
Ohaaiharl, Rai Haraaira Nath. 
Oblppaaials, Mr. J. W. 

Das, Baba Mahlai Chandra. 9 
Was, Baba Raikaaath. 

Das, Mr. Maaaiahan. 

Das Bapta, Baba Khaganira Nath. 
Das Bapta, Dr. <1. M. 

Das Bapta, trljat Narsnira Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhlranira Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Harsaira. 

Datta, Mr. Bakamar. 

Datta Bapta, Miss Mira. 

Bmiaial Hag as, Kail. 

Bhtsa, Mr. Atal Krishna. 

Damss, Mr. t. A. 

BrlMths, Mr. c. 


Bapta, Mr. iagaah Ohaaira. 

Hasan All Ohawihvry, Mr. Byai. 
dalalaiila Hashsmy, Mr. Byai. 
Man, Mr. I. D. 
donah All Majnmiar, MaahrL 
Kuaiar, Mr Atal Ohaaira. 

Kanin, Mr. Nlsbltha Nath. 
Magulrt, Mr. L. T. 

Malti, Mr. Nlkaaja Bshari. 

Maitra, Mr. tarsaira Mahan. 

MaJI, Mr. Aiwalta Kamar. 
Najamiar, Mrs. Hsmaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Ohaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Manial, Mr. Jagaaira Nath. 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Fraaai. 
Mukharjss, Mr. B. 

Mukhsrji, Dr. H.O, 

Makhsrjl, Dr. Bharat Ohaaira. 
Malllsk, Irljut Ashutnah. 

Fain, Mr. Baraia Frasaana. 
Pramaalk, Mr. Tarlalaliaraa. 
Ramliniiln Ahmsi, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Chanira. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrlthna. 

Ray, Mr. Kisharl Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatha Nath. 

Baayal, Dr. Nallnksha. 

Banyal, Mr. Basanka Btkhar. 

* Ban, Baba Nagsnirn Nath. 

Ban, Rai Bahaiar Jagash Ohaaira. 
Bhahaiali, Mr. 

Blagha. Baba Kshotra Nath. 

Blnha, Brijwt Maninira Bhasan. 
Bar, Mr. Harsnira Kamar. 

Thakur, Mr. Framatha Ranjan. 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES — 113. 


Abinl Aria, Maotaaa Mi. 

Abinl Bari, Maalvl. 

Abiol Hats, Mr. Mia. 

Abinl Hafcanm, Mr. 

Abiol Hakim, Maalvl. • 

Abiol Hakim Vlkramport, Maatvi Mi, 
Abinl HamM, Mr. A. M. 

Abinl Haarii Bbah, Maahri. 

Abinl Karim, Mr. • 

Abiol LaMt Btowaa, MantvL 
Abinl Wabab, Khan, Mr. 9 

Abinr Rahman, Khan Bahaiar A. F. M. 
AMnr RaanbM Mahmani, Mr. 

Abinr ftathiti, Marirl Mi. 

Abinr Manf, Mr Bbab. 

Abinr Bant, Kbaa Babib Maatvi B. 


Abinl Bbabaai, Maatvi Mi. 

Abal HaiMm, Maalvl. 

Abal Ha sain Ahmai, Mr. 

Abal qa ai nas, Maatvi. 

Acbaryya Chsaihary, Maharaja BasbJ Kanta, 
Maktagacha, Myamasingh. 

Attab Hauls Ja ariar, MantvL 

Ahmsi AH Caaystpari, Kbaa Bahaiar Mania na. 

Ahmai AH Mrtiba, MaalvL 

Abami Masala, Mr. 

Aifataiiin Abami, Kbaa Bahaiar MantvL 
AsbrafaH, Mr. M. « 

Aotai Haasaln Kbaa, Maatvf. 

Aabar AH, M ant vL • 

Barat AN, Mr. Mi. 

Bain, Mr. Ja Ma i rn Bath. 
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ttMNMtKk, Mr. 1. M. 

8ampt#H, Sir Burgi. 

Mark, Hr. I. A. 

Os>, Mr. Aanhai Obandra. 

Mac, Ral Sahib Klrft Shaun. 

Idler, Mr. Updadraaatb. 

Barbed Rata Obawdaary, Mr. M. 
fare at Bibo Khaaam, Btcaai. 
racial Qaadir, Kkaa .Babadar Maatvi. 

Baslar Rahman, Mr. 

raalar Rahman (Myrnteffegh), Mr. 

Repta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Rarang, Mr. Dambor Singh. 

Ha Ax addin Obowdhary, MaalvL 
HamMaddin Abated, Kban lahtb. 

Matlna Martbod, Mrs. M. R. I. 

HaUmally Jamadar, Kban lablb Maatvi. 
Hawking!, Mr. R. 4 . 

Hondry, Mr. Oavld. 

Hlrtiol, Mr. M. A. P. 

Idrfts Abmod Mia, Maalvi. 
dalaladdin Ahmad, Kban Babadar Maalvi. 
Kabiraddln Kban, Kban Babadar MaalvL 
Kaaom All Mlrsa, iahibxada Kawaa dab lyad. 
Konnady, Mr. I. CL 
Kbaltan, Mr. Dobl Fraud. 

MaQragar, Mr. 8. 8. 

Mafliaddin Abmad. Dr. 

Mallxaddln Abmad, Maatvi. 

MaBxaddln Ohoadbary, Maalvi. 

Mahtab, Mabarajkamar (May Ohaad. 
Mabtabaddln Ahmad, Kban Babadar Maalvi. 
Mandal, Mr. Banka Babarl. 

Maadal, Mr. Birat Obandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Obandra. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Mahammod All, Kban Babadar. 

Mabtln All, Mr. Md. 

Margan, Mr. 8., 0. 1. E. 

Matlam All Mallab, Maalvi. 

Maxammai Hag, Maalvi Md. 

Mabammad Alial, Kban tabib Maalvi lyad. 


Mabammad Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Mabammad Itbafca, Maalvi. 

Mabammad I trail, MaalvL 
Mabammad IMdlgaa, Kban Babadar Dr. lyad. 
Mabammad Sataimaa, Kban tabib MaalvL 
Malttck, tbo Haa’Ma Mr. Makaada Bohary. 

MalUck, Mr. PaHa Bohary. 

Matbarrvff Honaia, tbo Haa*Mo Hawab, Kbaa 
Babadar. 

Mnotagawoal Nagao, Mr. tyod. 

Maitafa All Dowan, Maalvi. 

Randy, tbo Hoa*Mo Maharaja trtoobaadra, al 
Ooitimbaxar. 

Natarallah, Nawabxada K. 

Rooraddin, Mr. K. 

Rahman, Khan Babadar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tbo Hon'blo Mr. Fraaaaaa Dob. 

Rajibaddin Tarafdar, Maalvi. 

Ray Ohoadbary, Mr. Biroadra KUoro. 

Raxaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, tbo Hon’blo Sir Bijoy Fraud Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 
ladaraddia Abmod, Mr. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sanaallah, Dr. 

Sarkar, Baba Madbaiadan. 

Sarkar, tbo Hon’blo Mr. Nallai Ranjan. 

Sauoon, Mr. It M. 

Sorajal Itiam, Mr. 

Sbababaddln, Mr. Kbwaja, 0. B. E. 

Shamiaddin Abmod Kbondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Baba Litta Manda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Stovon, Mr. J. W. R. 

Sahrawardy, tbo Hqt’blo Mr. H. S. 

Tamixaddia Kbaa, tbo Hon'blo Mr. 

Walkor, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warran, Mr. P. F. S. 

Wbitoboad, Mr. R. B. 

Wordawortb, Mr. W. 0. 

Yamal Mirxa. 

Yasal Ali Ohoadbary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 76 and the Noes 113, the motion was lost. 


The House was adjourned for ten minutes. 


(After adjournment.) 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, may I be allowed to bring to your notice that we got released from 
the lobby only at 6-25 p.m. when tjie time for prayer was about to be 
over? May I request you. Sir, to be particular in future about the 
adjournment for prayer P 

Mr. 8PEAKER" As a matter of fact, I called the Division at 6-20 
p,m. and I thought that the members woul<f immediately go. 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL 2 But we were 

confined Jhere in the lobby. 



1039.] POINT OF ORDER. 163 

Mr. SPEAKER: I never knew that because I was not there. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker that in olause 
3(f), line 1, before the words “Every person”, the words “As from the 
first day of April, 1939” be inserted was then put and carried. 

The motion of Mr. J. W. Chippendale that in clause 3(f) , in line 1, 
after the word “income-tax” the words “amounting to rupees three 
hundred and upwards annually” be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in clause 3(/), in 
line 1, after the word “income-tax” the words “on an income over three 
thousand rupees” be inserted fell through as No. 10 (an identical motion 
in the name of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta) was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(1), in 
line 2, after the figure “1922” the words “for an income exceeding 
rupees five thousand” was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Premhari Burma that in clause 3(1), in line 3, 
after the word “earnings”, the words “except the salary of a member 
of Legislature as such” be inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(1), in 
line 8, for the word “thirty” the word “five” be substituted was then 
put and lost. 

* The motion of *5dr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(1), line 
8, for the word “thirty” the word “ten” be substituted w T as then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra "Nath Datta that in clause 3(f), line 
8, for the word “thirty” the word “fifteen” be substituted was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(1), line 
8, for tlm word “thirty” the word “twenty” be substituted was then 
put and lost. 

The Uaotion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3(1), line 
8, for the word “thirty” the word “twenty-five” be substituted was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. S. A. Gomes that after clause 3(7), but before 
the explanation, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“This tax shrill not be payable by those whose income or salary 
from the said profession, trade, calling or employment does 
not exceed Rs. 3,000 per year” 


was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that after danse 3(7), 
hut before the explanation, the following proviso be inserted: — 

‘^Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall authorise the levy 
of more than thirty rupees as tax payable by any person for 
any financial year” 

irae then put and carried. 

Bftbtl NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the 
assurance given by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, I beg leave of 
the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Babu Nagendra Nath Sen that after clause 3(7), the 
following proviso be inserted, namely — 

“Provided that in no case shall the tax be greater than the amount 
of income-tax paid”, 

was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that in clause 3(3), line 8, for the 
words- “the amount of the tax shall’ the words “ten per cent, of the 
tax may be substituted was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that in clause 3(3), line 8, for the 
words equal to the words “not exceeding” be substituted was then 
put and carried. 

The motion of Babu Premhari Barma that in clause 3(3), line 8, 
for the words “equal to the amount” the words “not exceeding 10 per 
cent.” be substituted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Premhari Barma that in the proviso to clause 
3(3), lines 2, 3 and 4, the words and figure “if the tax be paid prior 
to the filing of a certificate under section 4 of the Bengal Public 
Demands Recovery Act, 1913” be deleted was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, do stand part of the Bill 
was then put and carried. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. 

« , 

Clause 3. 

The question that, clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. t 

Clause 6. 

The ‘question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. 1 1 
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Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. 

Clause 8. 

Babu PREMHARI BARM As Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 1 to move 
that in clause 8, lines 3 and 4, for the words “such officer as the 
Provincial Government may authorise in this behalf” the words “the 
District Judge” be substituted. By this amendment I want that the 
power to dispose of appeals should be given to the District Judge and 
not any officer authorised by Government. With these words, I beg 
to commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Th® Hon’ble Mr* NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER* Sir, I oppose this 
proposal because it is against the established principle which keeps 
rightly the judiciary out of the sphere of administration of taxation. 
The ordinary civil jurisdiction will, however, remain, but it is entirely 
wrong to make the judiciary part of the executive, and it is the custom, 
in every province that the judiciary is kept out of this taxation 
measure. 

The motion of Babu Premhajri Barma that in clause 8, lines 3 and 
4, for the words “such officer as the Provincial Government may 
•authorise in this behalf” the words “District Judge” be substituted 
was then # put and lost. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. • 

Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and carried. 

The question that the preamble do stand part of the Bill was put 
-and carried. 

The Hbn’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER; Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Finance Bill, 1939, as settled in the Assembly, be 
passed. 

The motion was put and a Division called with the following 
result : — 


AIM, Aita, Maalaai MS. 
AMal Bari, Maahrl. 

AMU Halt, Mr. Mint. 
AMU Mats, Mr. Mia. * 
AMil, Hakaam, Mr. 


AYES-106. 

AMU Hakim, Maatvf. 

AMal Hakim Vikramparl, Maahrl Mi. * 
AMal Hamii, Mr. A M. 

AMal Hamli Mali, Maahrl. 

AMal Karim, Hr. 
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AbSal UtH Biswas, Manlvl 

AMir hl«M, KkM BabaSar A. P. M. 

AMir RuhaaS, Ms«lvi MS. 

AMar Raaf, Khu laklk Maalvi ». 

Abdar Rauf. Mr. Steak. 

AteSai ShahaaS, Manlvl MS. 

Ateal Haskim, Maahrl 
Ateal Hasaln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ateal Qaasam, Maalvl 

Aabaryya Chaadhary, Maharaja Sathl Kanta, «» 
Maktagaaha, Mymaasiagh. 

Aflate Naaala daardtr, Maalvi. 

AhaiaS All Kaayatparl, Kbaa BabaSar Maalaaa. 
Ahmad All MrMba. Maalvi 
AbaiaS Naaala, Mr. 

AHaaaSSIa Ahmad, Kbaa BabaSar Maalvi. 

A Mir All Mia, Maalvi MS. 

Aahrafall, Mr. M 

AalaS Nataaln Kbaa, Maalvi. 

Aibar All, Maalvi. 

Barat All. Mr. MS. 

Baraiaa, Baba Upaadra Nath. 

Blaaiaaataak, Mr. L. M. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oaa, Mr. Aaakal CbanSra. 

Du, Ral Sahib Klrft Bhaaaa. 

ISbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

FarhaS Rua OhawShary, Mr. M. 

Parbat Dana Khanam, Bagam. 

Pwlal Qaadlr, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 

Pulur Rahman, Mr. 

Pular Rahman (Mymamingb), Mr. 

Bapta. Mr. d. N. 

Rarang, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

NaSiaddin Ohowdhury, Maalvi. 

NamlSaddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Nulna Manhad, Mrs. M.B.E. 

Hatamaliy damadar, Kban Sahib Maalvi. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Hlrtul, Mr. M. A. P. 

ISrta Ahmad All, Maalvi. 
lapahaai, Mr. M. A. H. 
dalaladdin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 
Saalmaddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Kablraddln Khan, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 

Kaxam All Mina, Sahlbiada Kawan Jah Syad. 
Kannady, Mr. I. Q. 

MaCragar, Mr. B. fl. 

Maixaddln Ahmad, Dr. 

MaSiaSSIn Ahmad, Maalvi. 


AbSal dabbar Palwaa, Mr. Md. 
AbSal Wahad, Maalvi. 

Aba Haauln Sarkar, Maalvi. 
Abal Pail, Mr Md. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syad. 
iaaarjl, Mr. P. * 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
BaaarJI, Mr. Satya Priya. 
Banarjaa, Mr. sibnath. 
BanarJaa„Dr. Sarwh Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Mr. ManorinJaa. 
Barma, Baba Pramharl. * 
Barman, Baba Shyama Prasad. 
Baaa, Mr. Santaste Kamar. 


M aS i a SSla ObaaSbary, Maalvi. 

Mabtab, Maharajkamar IMay ChanS. 

Mabtabaddia Ahmad, Kbaa BabaSar Maalvi. 
Maadal, Mr. Blrat Chaadra. 

MaaSal, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mahammad All, Kbaa BabaSar. 

Mihsln All, Mr. MS. 

Margaa, Mr. 0.1.1. 

Maslam All Mallah, Maalvi. 

■mammal Mag, Maalvi MS. 

Mahammad Altai, Kbaa Sahib Maalvi Syad. 
Mahammad Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Mahammad Ishagaa, Maalvi. 

Ma ham ma d iaraN, Maalvi. 

MabaanuM Sataimaa, Khan Sahib Maalvi. 
MaHiaft,Bba Nan*bia Mr. Makaada Babary. 

MaHiafc, MM PaUa Babary. 

Masbarraff Haasala, tba Han’bla Navrab, Kbaa 
Bahadar. 

Nandy, tha Han'bla Maharaja SrlshehanSra, at 
Catsimbuar. 

Nasarallah, Nawabiada K. 

Naaruddin, Mr. K. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tha Han'bla Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Rajibaddin Tarafdar, Maalvi. 

Ray Ghaadhury, Mr. Birandra Kishara. 

Raxaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Sir Bijay Prasad Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram 
Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sarkar, Baku Madbusudan 

Sarkar, tha Han’bla for. Nalini Ranjan. 

Sarajuf Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.C. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr.' 

Singha, Babu Kshatra Nath. 

, Sirdar, Baba Utta Munda. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Stavan, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Sahrawardy, tha Han’bla Mr. H. S. 

Tamiiaddia Khan, tha Han'bla Mr. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wardswarth, Mr. W. C. 

Yansaf Mina. 

Yasut All Chaudhary, Mr. 


I— W. 


Ball- Hart, Misa P. B. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Cabinda Chandra. 
Biswas, Baba Lakshmi Ndrayan. 
Biswas. Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Sarandra Nath. 
Ohakrabarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 
Obakrabarty, Baba Noraadra Narayan. 
Chattapadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Ohaadhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 
OhlppaaSala, Mr. 4 . W. 

Das, Baba Mahlm Chandra. 

Das, Baba Radbaaatb. 

Du Bapta, Baba Kbnssirs Nath. 
Du Bapta, Dr. d. M. 
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BM Rayta. trtjit NamBi Nath. 
Malta. Mr. Obtraakra Nath. 

VPIOTt 

MaMa ftapta, Mlac Mira. 

Bariakal Nagaa, Kail. 

•Mta, Mr. Atal Krtshaa. 

•am, Mr. S. A. 

BrHBtha, Mr. 0. 

•apta, Mr. kagath Ohaakra. 
Maaaa All Ohawkhary, Mr. Byak. 
kataa, Mr. I. D. 
kaaah All Majankar, Maahrl. 
Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Ohaakra. 
Kaake, Mr. NiifeHha Nat*. 
Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

Mattl, Mr. Nlkaaja Baharl. 
Hattra, Mr. Baraakra Mtfcaa. 
Hall. Mr. Akwalta Kaaiar. 
Majaariar, Mn. Hanayrava. 
Mai, Mr. Iiwar OhaMra. 

Maakal, Mr. Agialra Nath. 


The Ayes being 106 and the 


Maakal, Mr. Krtahaa Pr an k 
Makfcarjaa, Mr. B. 

Makkarjt, Mr. H. C. 
MakharROr. Marat Ohaakra* 
MaHtak, trljat Aahataah. 

Pala, Mr. Baraka Praaaaaa. 
Praaiaalk, Mr. Tartalaharaa* 
RaailiaMta Ahiaak, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohaakra. 

Ray Mr. KaaMlkriahaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kitharl Pat*. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatha Nath. 
Mayal, Mr. Baiaaka Bakhar. 
taa, Baha Nagaakra Nath, 
•hahakall, Mr. 

•haanakkla Ahiaak, Mr. 

Blaha, trljat Maaiakra Bhaaaa. 
gar, Mr. Naraakra Kaaiar. 
Thakar, Mr. Praaiatha Raajaa. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


Noes 69, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 31st 
March, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assemble! 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 31st March, 1939, at 445 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqoe, 
c.i.e. ) in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 206 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

8pecial Debt Settlement Board of Hajjganj, Tippers. 

•285. Maulvi JONAB ALI MA4UMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the Special Debt Settlement Board L of Hajiganj in theT 
district of Tippera held its first sitting; 

Hi) how many sittings of that Board were held from the formation 
of the Board to the 31st, December, 1938; 

(in) how many of those sittings failed for want of quorum; 

(tv) how many cases were filed before the Board; and 
(t;) how many of them have been disposed of? 

(b) Is it a fact that three members out of the five constituting the 

Special Board are residents of different places, the distances of which 
-are more than about ten miles from Hajiganj ? , 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(i) that Maulvi Syed Abdur Rashid Choudhury, a member of this 
Special Board, has not b£en attending the Board; 

(it) that names of some persons were suggested for membership of 
the Special Board; and 

(iii) that the suggestion was rejected at the time of the formation 
of the Board? 

(d) the Government considering the desirability of reconsti- 
tuting the present Special Board? 
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MINISTER in ohargt of tha OO-OPSRATIVE OREO IT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the NonWo Mr. Mukunda 
ifkory MtrtHok): (a) (») On the 6th June, 1938. 

(u) 19. 

(***') 7. 

(tr) None: but it received 21 cases on transfer from Ordinary Debt 
Settlement Boards. 

(v) 4. 

(b) No. 

(c) (i) He resigned after attending the first meeting. 

(ii) No. 

(iii) Does not arise. 

(d) No: the appointment of a substitute for the member who 
resigned will be made shortly. 


Inspection of Debt Settlement Boards by Subdi visional Officer of 
Chandpur, Tippers. 

. 

•296. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in 'charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state how many Debt Settlement Boards has 
the present Subdivisional Officer of Chandpur (Tippera) inspected after 
his posting at Chandpur up to the 28th February, 1 939 P 

( b ) What are those Debt Settlement Boards P 

(c) Is thtf Hon’ble Minister aware that the Subdivisional Officer had 
the records of the Kalacho Debt Settlement Board, police-station Haji- 
ganj, brought from the Debt Settlement Board Office to Noahata for 
his inspection; but 

(i) that afterwards he inspected the records at Rampur in the 
absence of all the memt^rs of the Debt Settlement Board; 

(it) that he remarked in the inspection note that the Chairman of 
the Board attended only 74 sittings of the Board out of 216 
sittings; fend 

(iiiy that a member of the Debt Settlement Board who came to that 
place just after the inspection challenged some remaps of 
the Subdivisional Officer in a written petitihn? 
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The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) 7. 

(b) Faridganj, Hajiganj, Barkul, Mehar, Fatehpur, Bishnupur and 
Xalacho. 

(c) (i) and (Hi) No. 

(it) The Subdivisional Officer remarked that the Chairman attended 
only 74 sittings out of 211. 

Deb-Barman estate of Dinpipur. 

•237. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware of the observations 
and remarks made in the audit reports of the Deb-Barman estate of 
Dinajpur for the years 1341-43 B.S. against the then Manager who has 
been transferred to the Chittagong group of Wards estates? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, 
has been taken against the said Manager? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) Yes. 

( b ) It was found on enquiry that the Manager t was not seriously to 
blame for the irregularities. But as it appeared that he failed to 
reorganise the management of the Deb-Barman estate, he, was trans- 
ferred to Chittagong to hold a smaller and less difficult charge under the 
Court of Wards. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNJJU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the remarks and observations in the audit reports were to the 
effect that the Manager temporarily misappropriated a fairly large 
amount of money, and that too for more than once? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Yes, 'that is so. 

But it is also mentioned that the Manager was a victim of a conspiracy 
of the underlings in the staff of the estate. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
tkal for the temporary misappropriation the Manager was responsible? 
At least that was the observation made in the audil report. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: It is not exactly 
a case of misappropriation, but certainly it is a case of irregularity. 
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, Mf« NISHITHA NATH KUNDU* Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
tbst the manager allowed about 50 Tahsildara and Naibs out of 66 to 
work without depositing any security money, which is against the 
roles and against the interests of the estate? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; I submit, Sir, that that is an 
irregularity. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It may be so. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon’ble Minister has 

mentioned the irregularities that took place. 


Mr. 8PEAKER. No, he has not said that. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I am asking the Hon’ble 

Minister for furthej information. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can ask him whether there was any other 
irregularity. # 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: All right, Sir. Will the 
Hobble Minister be pleased to state whether there was any other 
irregularity besides the ones that T have mentioned 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, it is diffi- 
cult for me to reproduce the whole audit report here verbally. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU; Does the Hon’ble Minister 
know that there are reports— I am putting the question now, Sir,— 
that out of 66 Naibs and Tahsildars about 50 w$re allowed to work 
without depositing *any security, which is against the rules and against 
the interests of the estate? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROT: No, Sir. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what wag the fault of the Manager for which he was to 
blame and was transferred? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I would 
draw the honourable member’s attention to answer (b). 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that this Manager was forced to take leave twice by the Divisional 
Commissioner after the submission of the audit reports? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise here. 


Relief to the cultivators of Tangail and Jamalpur subdivisions. 

•298. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that the jute, ai/n and avian paddy in the Tangail and Jamalpur 

subdivisions have been damaged by the, last flood; and , 

( ii ) that the people are in distress? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of giving any relief in any shape to the 
distressed people? 

(c) Is the llon’ble Minister aware that the cultivators are in need 
of seeds? If so. what steps do the Government propose to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) (if Am and 

aman paddy were damaged by floods in certain parts of Dewanganj, 
Islampur, Melandaha and Madarganj thanas of the Jamalpur sub- 
division and in the low-lying tracts of Tangail. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The cultivators who are in need of * seeds are being 
relieved by the grant of agricultural loans. Sums of Rs. 16,800 and 
Rs. 10^000 have already been distributed as agricultural loans in the 
Jamalpur and Tangail subdivisions respectively to meet the situation. 
Test relief measures are also being undertaken by the District Board. 



tfB&] QUESTIONS. 17* 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY S wtffr ira fr TOl fT m OTCI VINM 
tK **? f * w *wtfaro* *twieu roar fa m 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROYs Sir, there i* 
some distress, but it is not possible for ine to say whether there is actual 
scarcity of food. I don’t think so. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: utoI* fa m 

c*nro* re, 5T^i e fa to roar? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Test relief work 
and distribution of agricultural loans. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: mAi Hi t men totot 

fa *WTfa$TO test relief S& fa s*TTO TO roTC? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, as regards 
the middle-class people, 'test relief work is no relief to them, but they 
are generally given agricultural loans. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: rrolr *refl*WT*d STOT Ol agricul- 
tural loan ^ ^ TO? TO WTO **, fa^J ^ "RtfaTO* mm fa 
•TO 5TTO ! 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Govern- 
ment advance agricultural loans, and they oertainly do not suggest 
what use the loanees should make of them, but, so far as 1 know, a 
portion of the money is utilized for the support of their families and 
a portion for agricultural purposes. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to^tate whether it was agreed at the conference held with the 
Hon’ble Minister as President, in which the local M. L. C’s. and 
M. L. A’s. were present, that Bhadralog loan money would be distri- 
buted to the poor middle-class people who were in distress, by way of 
relief ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Bhadralog loan 
money? What is fhat? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: That means that relief wifl . 
be given to the distressed middle-class people by wAy of loans which 
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might be called Bhadralog loan money, i.e., making it a condition that 
the loan would be payable when able, and this was agreed upon at the 
-conference held by the Hon’ble Minister as President of the Conference 
which was attended by the local M.L.C’s. and M.L.A’s. ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: No, Sir. I am 
.afraid that the honourable member’s memory is failing him. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that those 
people who have no land of their own are not getting any agricultural 
loans? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The honourable 
member must be aware that an agricultural loan i9 advanced mostly 
on joint-bonds, and this joint-bond system has been introduced to help 
those who have no security of their own to offer. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: mfts CTO? cw 

fa BCTWtfT swfatw? « &T n^rorc? TOfr re T test relief <$? 5RT 
District Board f?C?CFU 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROV: I ask for notice. 

Sir. 


Employees in the Development Circle. 

•299. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of employees with their designations serving 
at present in the Development Circle, Works and Com- 
munications ; 4 

(it) how many of them are Muslims and in which posts; 

(Hi) the number of appointments made there since 1st April, 1937; 
and 

(iv) how many of them went to Muslims? 


MINISTER in pharge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8rischandra Nandy, of CossiiVi- 
- bttzai): A statement giving the desired information is laid on the 
stable. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 299 . 


Designation. 

Total 
number of 
employees 
serving at 
present 
(since 1st 
March , 
1939), 
in the 
Develop- 
ment Circle, 
Communica- 
tions and 
Works 
(Irrigation) 
Department. 

Number 

of 

Muslims. 

Number of 
appoint- 
ments made 
in the 
Circle 
since 1st 
April, 1937, 
to Febru- 
ary, 1939. 

Number 

of 

Muslims. 

Assistant Engineers . . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Overseer in charge of 
subdivision 



1 


Overseers 

• 

5 


8 

3 

• 

Head Estimator 

1 


1 

. . 

Estimators 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Head Draftsman 

• 

1 


1 


Draftsmen 

4 

1 

4 

2 

Surveyors 



35 

11 

Tracers 

4 

2 

5 

2 

Head Assistant 

1 


1 


Clerks 

5 

2 

7 

3 

Typists 

3 . 

2 

4 


Stenographer 



1 

• 


• 

a * 

28 

9 

73 

23 

% . 


* Muslims were transferred to Bankura Division under South- Western 
Circle. 

13 
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Mr. 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the IJon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many Muhammadans applied for the post of surveyor 
between 1st April, 1937, and 1st February, 1939? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I want notice, Sir. 

Resuscitation of dying rivers of Mymensingh. 

•300. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware — 

(i) that all the rivers in the district of Mymensingh are at present 
in a dying condition ; 

(it) that the localities by the sides of these rivers are suffering from 
various sorts of diseases, viz., malaria, typhoid, kala-azar, 
cholera, etc. ; and 

(in) that big steamers could not j»ly in the months of December, 
1938, and January, 1939, beyond the steamer station Jutra- 
pur between Bahadurabad and Dhubri for insufficiency of 
water in the river Jumuna? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason which hak contributed to the 
present condition to river Jumuna? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister l>een drawn to the 
condition of the river Brahmaputra which used to flow by the Mymen- 
singh town? 

(d) Is it a fact. — 

(?) that the source has already dried up and no current can pass 
through except in rains; and 

(it) that the river Brahmaputra is now a stagnant pool of water 
dangerous to the health of' the people residing on its bank? 

* 

(e) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what action, if 
any, do the Government propose to take ill the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (i) and (it) I do not think that it can be said that all the rivers of 
the districts are in a dying condition, but the principal river, the 
Brahmaputra, has certainly deteriorated as a result of the diversion, 
from natural causes, of the main volume of its water through the 
Jamppa. It is generally believed that public health in the area near 

old Brahmnputya has deteriorated but I have not had this confirmed 
by a scientific examination of available statistics. 
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(iit) and ( b ) Shoal trouble is a usual feature of navigation when 
river levels are falling and channels, owing to the heavy deposit of silt* 
are constantly changing. 1 am informed that the trouble at Jatrapur 
this year was more acute than usual and there was delay to deeper 
drafted vessels necessitating transhipment of cargo. Conditions at the 
spot and on the upper reaches ot the Brahmaputra do not bear out the 
suggestion that the trouble this year was due to insufficiency ol water. 
The trouble was in fact due to heavy silt deposit originating from a 
heavily cutting bank immediately above a shoal. Channels were 
stabilised early in January, and the situation i> now quite normal. 

( c ) Yes. 

(d) (?) Yes. 

(?/) In the dr\ season the water stagnates in local deep pool* which 
are likely to he injurious to public health. 

(e) The Budget for 19*19-40 provides tor the formation ot a tempo- 
rary Division at Mymensingh one ot the main functions of which will 
be to make the neeessur\ investigations to enable Government to 
determine whether the resuscitation of the river is possible at a reason- 
able cost. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: WTO STCR fa 

re, Hire go TOTre? re*fi cro trot surest; 

TOT Built*? * 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am afraid, it is not possible for me either to deny oi to accept the 
statement. 

Mr. CH/VRU CHANDRA ROY: TOfis are*? $$re rerrere* 

re, tPH re rerre WWX ere principal river 

deteriorate# c^iretv, fafa fa owto re. 4$ CWT3 fa*lT, . 

to*, reirere^l, tot s nt5nr, njotii, <( wt, asgf z 

^rrfa c^i < fan fare t^rrf^re *w f tT^n renrarcT, 

rere^? reiwre w w^fa rerres eyre? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I believe it is admitted that the conditions of those rivers referred to by 
the honourable member are getting worse. * 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: srot* wuftem fa re, 

Wre TO? water level survey TO «t#C*? 
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Th# Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

No, Sir, there is no arrangement for regular gauze-reading in 
Brahmaputra. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: srcflm™ fa cto* 

W1TO <3$ C* temporary division £*OTT VJ3CI fa permanent division 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

The extension scheme will have no meaning if it is not ultimately made 
permanent. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: w, Part-time expert 

Engineer 3T<(T SITO — fa TO ?TCsR fa, <3* SfafaTO 

fro TO faSTTO nfaFTOT Cbl^CC 9 TO? 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. SUREN DRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to static whether Government have prepared any scheme for 
resuscitating the dying rivers of the district. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I do not think that is possible before the contour survey is completed 
and the staff is appointed. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether they have enquired as to which navigable 
channels in the district of Mymensingh have been affected with shoali 
being formed therein and what steps Government have taken to dress 
those shoals? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I nia\ remind the honourable member that owing to the paucity of sta# 
the knowledge of the department about the irrigation needs in the 
Eastern Bengal districts was extremely meagre and no inquiry possible 
and it is with a view to remove that difficulty that we are shortly going 
to open a new division. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: tohIh fa fare* 

wm =ih1vJ«w fro cro 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am proposing to visit Mymensingh shortly. 
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deterioration of the Bidyadhari, Peali and Adiganga, 24-Parganas. 

•301. Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: {a) Is the Hou hle Minister 

in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation! Department 
aware — 

( i ) that there is rapid deterioration of the Bidyadhari, Peali and 
Adiganga in the ‘.M-Parganas district; and 
(ti) that a tract of land surrounded by the said rivers is inundated 
with salt water every year making the land unfit for cultiva- 
tion and duelling? 

(b) Are the Government taking nn\ steps for the resuscitation of 
the said rivers P 

( c ) Have the Government any scheme for the drainage of this tract 
made insanitary owing to water-logging? 

(d) If so, when will the (ton eminent take action on the same? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) ('/) Yes. 

(ii) This area gets flooded in years of untimely and heavy rainfall. 

(b) Experts are of opinion after careful investigation that the 
Bidyadhari and the Adiganga cannot he permanently revived. The 
question of w improving the Peali is receiving my attention. 

(c) Two schemes are at present under consideration. 

(d) An estimate of the cost of the first scheme is under examination. 
As regards the second, the necessary survey has been taken up and is 
likely to he completed in June next. 

Mr. ANLUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if he is aware of a scheme made l>\ Mr. Griffin, Chief 
Engineer, Public Health Department, for the resuscitation of the 
fjidyadhan ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, Sir, that scheme was turned flown by the Irrigation Department 
as being unworkable and very costly. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who are those experts who are of opinion after careful 
investigation that Bidyadhari and Adiganga cannot he permaneffflj ^ 
revived ? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Experts of Government. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Mr. Griffin up to the last day of 
his retirement in last December was of opinion that Bidvadhari can 
be resuscitated? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Nobody will say that it is impossible; but it is certainly not practicable 
and the cost will not be commensurate with the benefit to be derived. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Mr. Griffin had got a scheme for the 
resuscitation of the river Bidyadliari and it is still with Government? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

The proposed scheme was estimated to cost nearly three crores. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In view «,t the opi n ion expressed 
by Government experts, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consi- 
der the desirability of examining- other experts who may have proposals 
that may be helpful in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

May I know what experts the honoiuable member is referring- to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state it be is aware that in Italy similarly situated rivers 
have been resuscitated by the local experts there and if he would consi- 
der the desirability of consulting such experts? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I may state that problems in Italy are quite different from the problems 
of Bidvadhari. . 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that chur lands and spill areas are being 
leased out bv Government and buntis are being consVructed on the 
river so that the whole river course is being obstructed? 

« } 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANGfY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am not aware as to which of the spill areas are being leased out but*I 
jjaay-r'date that it is the putting up of the marginal embankments which 
are responsible for killing these rivers. 
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f Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8. Will the Hoft’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Irrigation Department are 
leasing out char lands and spill areas? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am not quite sure if it, is this department or the Revenue Depart- 
ment who leases out the char lands. 


Dr. NALtNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ hie Minister be 
pleased to state what action has been taken on the scheme prepared last 
year and approved by the Government regarding the water-logged 
areas towards the east of Calcutta including Kasha and Ballvgunge? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As I have stated in my reply, two schemes are under consideration. 
One is for the drainage of Panchannagram areas with some portion of 
the salt lake by the Tolly's Nullah and the othei scheme is tot the 
drainage of the areas south of Tolly’s Nullah l>v the Peali river by an 
open cut or in the alternative by the existing Peali-Bidyadhnri river 
after it has been improved. 

Mr. ANUKUL fHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that about two miles of the river Peali 
have been, silted up during the time that Government have taken for 
preparing t lit* M*heme tin resiMMtat mg the river Peali? 

• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I cannot give the extrt length, hut the portion referred to !>\ the 
honourable member is the meeting place of two tides and it is only 
natural that more silt will be deposited if there is delay in taking up the* 
scheme 


Dr. |TaUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the 1 1 on blr Minister be 
pleased to state if one of the schemes tor relieving these areas include 
the relieving of those areas which are affected on account of the silting 
up of the new .Krishtopur canal?* 


' The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

With regard to relieving the water-logging of that area, I may say 
(that *we are taking up the question with the Calcutta Corporation and 
if it matures and water is allowed to pass by the new Kulti Anahi^ 
channel, the difficulty will be partly solved. • 
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ftabu NACENDflA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the condition of some areas east of Calcutta under the 
Tollygunge Municipality within the last two years owing to the silting 
up of this river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I think there is a different scheme for protecting the Tollygunge Muni- 
cipal areas by an embankment. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long will the Government take to complete this? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

That is a matter for the Tollygunge Municipality to take up. 


Competition on Taki Road between omnibus and railway service. 

*302. Mr. JASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) WHl the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state whether 
it is the declared policy of Government not to have any motor competi- 
tion on any road running parallel to a railway line? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative,,, will the Hon’ble^ 
Minister be pleased to state whether instructions have been issued to 
the District Officers to observe these statutory rules strictly? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the Barasat-Basirhat Light Railway runs parallel to the 
Taki Road, on one side of the road; 

(it) that the District Board, 24-Parganas, had to guarantee the 
Mauagiug Agents a minimum profit on the outlay, with the 
sanction of the Local Government; 

(mV) that a number of bus licences have been issued over Sham- 
bassar-Itindaghat route without the District Boai*d being 
consulted and in spite of their protests; and 

(tv) that the buses run parallel to the railway over the Taki Road? 

(i 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that before .such competition the Railway used to pay over 
Rs. 50,000 annually to the District Board towards the moiety 
of the profit; but * ' . 

that at present the District Board has to meet abopt Rs. 38,000 
annually towards the guaranteed profit? 
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^ (e) Is the Hon'ble Minister also aware — 

v that there is another route cut Gourbanga Road to reaeh the 

same destination, viz., Itindaghat ; and 

(ti) that this route is not parallel to any railway except for a very 
short distance on the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(J) Are the Government considering the desirability — 

(i) of stopping the motor competition on the Taki Road, or 
(«) of diverting the same through the Gourlmnga Road? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin: (a) No. The policy of Government, is to 
avoid uneconomic competition. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

(c) (i) It is approximately parallel from Baraset to Itinda. 

(it) and (???) Yes. 

(in) This route was opened to meet public demand and 50 licences 
were issued to ply buses ton it but in order to avoid uneconomic competi- 
tion with the Railway, Government have issued ordeis to reduce the 
number to 45. It is not however possible to say now if the licences 
were issued without consulting the District Board as the buses have 
been plying for nearly 11 years. 

• (d) Yes. 

(e) (?) Yes. 

(??) It is approximately parallel to the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

(/) (?) No. To avoid uneconomic competition Government have 
issued orders to reduce the number of buses on the Taki Road to 45. 

(w) No. A proposal was made by the District Board to divert 
Route 11A vta Gourhanga Road to Ttindaghat, but it was not approved. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Rou ble Minister be 

pleased testate if he is aware that as a result of the restriction on the 
number of buses plying on that area, each bus carries a tremendous 
amount of traffic and about 20 to 30 passengers seated on their articles 
on the top of the bus, leading to a very dangerous condition of con- 
veyance ? . • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am tiot aw are of it. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the travelling public want to travel more fJJTbww 
than by the light railway? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 8i r NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that 

either. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who disapproved the route via the Q-ourbanga Road? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think the District 

Magistrate. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the District Board was not consulted 
when the buses began to run from Shambazar to Itindaghat? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said that 
it is very difficult to state now what happened 11 years ago. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to instruct the District Magistrate to consult the District 
Board before the buses are granted licence? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly, that will be the 
instructions. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Taki road is 
the onl\ direct connection between Bara. set and Hasirhat, the two 
suhdivisional headquarters ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe so. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister aware of the fact that this light railway has become nowadays 
a public nuisance? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

f 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
a very large amount of traffic has got to be conveyed by that route where 

buses are the only convenient means of communication? 

• , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know which 
route the honourable member is referring to. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: From Itindaghat to Taki. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: From Itindaghat I think there is a railway also? 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It is about two miles distant from 
Itindaghat. No railway runs to Itindughat. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of this. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 

<«> 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 hope it will ii i >1 be another public nuisance. 

(Laughter. ) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : With reference to answer 
( c ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Government is 
considering the desirability of withdrawing the sanction of minimum 
guarantee of that railway which is absolutely unnecessary now ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid it cannot be 
done. It is a commitment of the District Hoard, and Government cannot 
withdraw it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Uon’ble Minister lie 
pleased to state if he is aware that for a number of months the District 
Board kept a huge portion of the road blocked to traffic on the plea that 
# repairs were to be done, although no repaiis were done just to help the 
railway ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of this. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if a portion of the road was so bad — - — 

Mr. SPEAKER: ( )rder, please. 1 could not catch Dr. Sanyal’fl 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that 
a large portion of the road where buses ply from Shambaznr to Itinda- 
ghat was kept closed to bus traffic by the District Board on the plea that 
they would have repairs done? • 

Mr. SPEAKER: How could buses go there ? • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: During some months there is a 
collusive arrangement between the District Board and the . 

the road is kept closed. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a matter for the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there was no way to give diversion when the portion of the Taki 
Road was tinder repair by the District Board ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is it not the responsibility of the District Board 
of which you are the Vice-Chairman ? 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: There is no other way of giving 
diversion to all the buses during repairs. There is only one way. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From my experience of 
the Taki road, I believe the honourable member is correct. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the refusal of fi\e licenses out of 50 has avoided uneconomic 
competition Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It was hoped that it 
would, but I do not know how tar it has done. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Does the Double Minister want 
to apply the remedy tor avoiding uneconomic competition overriding 
the principle of tree trade in this province Y 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the number of buses would be further reduced Y 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: The number should be 
increased. 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, that cannot be. 

• , 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I would like to draw the attention 
of the Speaker to the Hon'ble Minister’s reply ( f ) where he says “to 
avoid uneconomic competition Government have issued orders to reduce 
the number of buses on the Taki Road to 45’’. It was originally 50. 
JfcWrf&anifest that for the facilities of the railway company Govern- 
ment have deliberately reduced the number of buses from 50 to 45 a»d 
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now I would like the Honbie Minister to explain if it id not some sort 
of protection that the Government are going to give to the railway 
company in preference to the bus drivers. Under the circumstances, 
I may very well point out that by this action of theirs the Government 
are overriding the principle of free trade within the province? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a matter of opinion. 

Admission into the Belgachia Veterinary College. 

*303. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon ’hie 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department be 
pleased to state — 

( i ) how many students have been admitted into the Belgachia 

Veterinary College in 1938; and 

(ii) how many of them are — 

(1) Hindus? 

(2) Muhammadans, and 
^ Scheduled Castes? 

, (b) Were there* occasions in 1938 when candidates finally selected 

for admission were subsequently refused admission? 

(c) 1 i * the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, would ihe Hon’lle 
Minister kindly state the reasons thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): wn A mail- 
men t is laid on the table. 

(6) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 
No. 303, showing the number* of students admitted into the Bengal 
Veterinary College during 1938 . 

Total 

* 

, Hindus 
Muslims 

Scheduled Castes 


73 

hi 

21 

1 
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Maulvi A8DUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if some Muhammadan students were refused admission in the .year 
1938 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know; it may 
be so. 

Maillvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many Muhammadan candidates applied for admission? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want notice. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to slate the reason why only one Scheduled ('antes candidate was taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Theie was only one 
candidate from the Scheduled Castes. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Why was only one candidate taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Probabl) no others 
came forward. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Construction of school buildings in Tippera. 

113. Mr. JAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that ,in many 
places where Scheduled Castes people and Muhammadans predominate, 
school buildings have not been erected with corrugated iron according 
to the Government plan? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of — 

<*> hearing the cost of erecting such school buildings on behalf of 
the people; or 

(til allowing them to start schools as enlisted in kacha ghars (straw 
built) measuring the same length and breadth as planned by 
the Government? 
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MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin for the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq): (a) Government have no definite rules about provision of 
corrugated iron roofs for school buildings. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hou’bif* Minister aware 

that in places selected tor the primary schools, the School Board 
requires the people of t lie locality to construct an iron hut according 
to a fixed size? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, a specific size. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the II on’ble Minister aware 
that on account of that the education of the people of the locality which 
is inhabited by poor people is likely to suffer as they cannot construct 
a hut? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 don't think so. So tar, 
our experience has been that there are always people found in the 
villages ready to ^ome forward with land and to bear the cost of 
construction of the school buildings. 


Srinath Press, Dacca. 

114. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’blc Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware that the Srinath Press, 
Dacca, is a property of the Principal, Jagannath Intermediate College? 

(b) Who is the registered proprietor of the said press? 

(c) WTiat is his relation to the Principal? 

(d) What is the total amount of money which has been paid to the 
said press from the 1st of July, 1021, to the Mist of March, 1938, out 
of the funds of the Jagannath Intermediate College? 

( c ) What is the total amount which has been budgeted under the 
head “Printing” in the budget for the current financial year? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) to ( S ) The press iTthe 
property of the Principal and his brother. 
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(d) Figures readily available for the last eight years are 1 given 
below year by year — 



Rs. a. 

P- 

1929-30 

... 536 0 

6 

1930-31 

... 317 13 

3 

1931-32 

... 283 1 

9 

1932-33 

... 468 14 

6 

1933-34 

... 493 12 

0 

1934-35 

... 475 4 

9 

1935-36 

... 426 7 

3 

1936-37 

... 475 2 

6 


(e) A sum of Rs. 450 ha8 been included under the head “Printing 
and Examination charges” for the current year. 


Number of Scheduled Castes employees in the Court of Wards estates 
under the Dacca Collectorate. 

115. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment for each of the different Courts of Wards estates under the Dacci 
Collectorate showing how many Scheduled Castes employees have been 
serving at present — 

( i ) in the superior establishment ; and 
(u) in the inferior establishment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of recruiting 

Scheduled Castes candidates in all Courts of Wards estates at the time 
of future appointments? <- 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (?) 5. 

(«) 57. 

(b) Does not arise. 

( c ) The estates lender the Court of Wards being private and not State 
properties the interests of the estates rather than political considerations 
are the principal criterion for selecting Court of Wards officers. But 
Government do always consider the claims of suitable Scheduled Castes 
ISancffdates in making such appointments and will continue to do so in^ 
future. 
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supplementary Schedule of Authorised Expenditure. 

The HonlHe Mr. NALINI RANdAN SARKERs Sir, in pursuance 
of section 81 read with sub-section ( 2 ) of section 80 of the Government 
of India Act, I beg to lay before the Assembly a supplementary 
schedule of authorised expenditure for 19;)8-'I9 authenticated by the 
signature of the Governor under sub-section (7) of section 80 read with 
section 81 . 

Sir, in pursuance of sub-section (7) of section 80 of the Government 
of India Act, 1 beg also to lay before the Assembly a schedule of 
authorised expenditure for 1980-40 authenticated by the signature of 
the Governor under sub-section (7) of section 89 read with section 81. 


GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment and Validation) Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (for the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): Sir, I hep to introduce the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment and Validation) Bill, 1939. 

• The Secretary tl&n read the short title of Bill, viz., a Bill further 
to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, for removal of certain 
doubts about the extension of term of office of the Councillors and Aider- 
men of the Corporation of Calcutta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 beg to move that the 
said Bill be taken into consideration. 

Hon’ble mem tiers are aware that we have had to exfeud the life of 
the Corporation for one year in order to enable the next election to be 
held under the new Amendment Act which at present is being con- 
sidered b^the Legislature. While considering this matter, it appeared 
to us that some very subtle legal brain may find flaws in the wording of 
section 29 and in order to remove any misapprehension or misconception 
that may arise regarding the validity of such extension this Bill has 
been introduced.* It is a formal Bfll to render valid an Act which has 
already been completed, and which in fact is really valid and I trust 
that the Legislature will see no difficulty in accepting the Bill without 
much discussion. * 

Ilf. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move by 
amendment that the Bill he circulated for the pufpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 30th September, 1939. 
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to say a few words regarding my 
motion. In view of the importance of this Bill, it is appropriate that 
the Bill should be circulated and the opinion of the people should be 
assessed before we take up such a ’drastic measure. With these words 
I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8US Sir, I understand the HonHble 
Minister has moved for the consideration of this Bill. I find, Sir, that 
in his Validation Bill the reasons which have been given in support of 
the introduction of this Bill in this House are contained in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons as follows: — 

“It is proposed to undertake legislation to amend the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923 (Bengal Act III of 1923), and to hold 
under the Act as amended the next general election of Council- 
lors of the Calcutta Corporation. 

**♦**•# 

By notification No. 3114M., dated the 20th September, 1938, 
and issued under the proviso to section 39 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923, Government have extended for a period 
of one year from the 31st March, 1939, the term of office of 
certain existing Councillors and Aldermen. Government are 
now advised that as the proviso to section- 39 stands at present, 
the validity of the extension granted is questionable. The 
present Bill is accordingly intended to validate that extension 
by amending section 39 with retrospective effect and by making 
the necessary consequential amendments in sections 25 and 
45.” 


Now if we make a reference to section 39 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, we find that the proviso runs thus: — 

Provided that the said period of three years may be extended by 
the Local Government for a period not exceeding ope year by 
notification in the Calcutta Gazette if in special circumstances 
to be specified in the notification, they so think fit. 

Therefore, Sir, the section enjoifis upon the Government to make out 
a case on the footing of special circumstances having arisen for the 
extension of the life of the Corporation. Now, in the notification which 
this BilLseeks to validate, it is stated, “Whereas it 4s proposed to under- 
take legislation for amending the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, whereas 
intended to hold the next general election of Councillors to the 
Corporation of Calcutta under the said Aot after such amendment, now 
in exercise of the power Government are extending the life”. 
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Now in this notification which is the basis of this proposed Bill there is 
absolutely nothing to show that any special circumstances have arisen 
which would justify the Government in extending the life of the Corpo- 
ration. All that is said is this: “Whereas it is proposed to undertake 
legislation for amending the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923* \ Now 
it is quite possible to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act without 
extending the life of the Corporation for one single day. No special 
reasons whatsoever have been pui forward in this notification to justify 
the Government in extending the life of the Corporation. What special 
circumstances have arisen ? Now, Sir, I might recall in this connection 
that when in 1921 the Calcutta. Municipal Bill was introduced in the 
then Council, it took its own normal course. It was at the end of a 
period of three years, which coincided with the termination of the 
normal term of the Corporation, the Bill was passed into an Act under 
which fresh elections were held and the new Corporation began to 
function. 

That Municipal Bill of 1921 was so far-reaching in its effect, and so 
fundamental in character, it was so comprehensive in its scope, that 
it not only altered the constitution of the Corporation right from its 
very foundation up to its apex, not only did it constitute the Corpora* 
tion the sole repository and fountain head of all power in every 
department of its activity, but it also went further in introducing new 
•constituencies, in treating new powers and new responsibilities from 
various points of view. In spite of that it was not considered necessary 
to extend ’the life of the Corporation by one single day. Now I might 
also recall, Sir, that in the presont^Government of India Act the power 
to extend the life of the Assembly which existed under the old Govern- 
ment of India Act has been taken away. And the relevant section of 
the Government of India Act lays down that for five years and not for 
one single day more can the Assembly function without a dissolution. 
Now, that is the spirit of the new Government of India Act, not only 
the spirit *but also the letter of the new Government of India Act. So 
far as the proposed Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill is concerned, 
which hffs just emerged from the Select Committee, Government have 
relied upon the provisions of the Government of India Act for the pur- 
pose of effecting changes in the constitution of the Corporation. But 
where is the reliance upon the Government of India Act in extending 
the life of the Corporation which the Government of India Act does not 
propose to do with regard to the different bodies created under itP I 
claim that it is a very serious matter for the Government to take away 
the right of the electorates to choose a new set of representatives at the 
end’ of three years. That power is rarely to be exercised and under 
special circumstances under section 39 of the Calcutta Mumcipa^Act, 
to be specified in a notification, and then and then* alone, Government 
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can extend the life of the Corporation. I am again drawing your at- 
tention and the attention of the House to the so-called special circum- 
stances for which it is proposed to extend the life of the Corporation. 
If Government had introduced legislation to amend the Calcutta MunicL 
pal Act in all its different branches and chapters so as to affect the 
constitution — not only the constitution but also in the powers, duties 
and responsibilities of the Corporation, — introduced big changes in the 
present sections of the Act for the purpose of effecting an all-round 
improvement in the affairs of the city, one could have understood the 
desire of the Government to extend the life of the Corporation in order 
to be able to enact and give effect to legislation of that character. But 
what is being proposed now? It is proposed to introduce separate 
electorates only for a section of the community in Calcutta or to intro- 
duce reservation of seats for another sub-section of the community. 
Is that reason enough — I ask in all seriousness — to induce Government 
to rob the electorates of Calcutta of their valued right to elect their own 
representatives — a new set of representatives — at the end of three years? 
I say, Sir, if Government had difficulty in setting their own house in 
order and in persuading the then Minister in charge of Local Self- 
Government to introduce separate electorates for Mahomedans, they 
have to thank themselves for that. If they had to take time and to 
bide their opportunity, certainly that is no reason why they should 
take away the right of the electorates to choose their own represen- 
tatives at the end of three years. 1 submit, Sir, Government had^ 
ample time to introduce necessary legislation in time so as to allow 
the normal course of events to take place in Calcutta and the general 
election to take place at the beginning of the year 11139. That they 
have not done. The question is whether this House should not record 
its emphatic protest against the light-hearted manner in which Govern- 
ment have chosen to go about its business. This is simply trifling with 
the rights of the electorates, mere playing with a serious matter. 
Because some prominent members or some insistent members of their 
party require a certain sort of elect orate to be introduced for a certain 
community, that is no reason why you should deprive the general body 
of electors of their valuable right. That is exactly what is (Sought to 
be done in this case. We, as representatives of the people, will fail 
in our duty if we do not record our unequivocal protest against the 
manner in which this matter has been brought before this House. 

K 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S Sir, the arguments of 
my honourable friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu # are hardly worth 
considering, because the Bill itself is a mere drafting change. It 
merely redrafts section 39 so as to express the purposes of the original 
legislation ; and there is no drastic change in the Bill at all. The 
arguments of Mr. ^Santosh Kumar Basu might have been expressed in 
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relation to another Bill which has been introduced, and that ha» 
nothing' whatsoever to do with the merits of the present Bill. Mr, 
Santosh Kumar Basu wishes to raise on this Bill the question as to 
whether Government was or was not right in extending the life of the 
Corporation and in exercising’ its rights under section 39. If Mr* 
Santosh Kumar Basu objects to the Government having exercised it* 
powers under section 39, the proper method is either by way of a cut 
motion during tbe budget discussion, or by a special resolution regard- 
ing the executive action of the Ministry — (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu: 
Ton present the House with a fait accompli ) — But hardly on this 
occasion, because, as I have said already, the Bill merely makes a 
drafting change in the Calcutta Municipal Act. In view of the fact 
that Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu is a good lawyer I am sure he would 
like to see good law enacted in this legislature and would accept this 
amendment in good grace. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that by way of amendment 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 30th September, 1939, was then put and lost. 

The question that the Bill be token into consideration, moved by 
the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. was then put and agreed to. 


Clause /. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill wa* then put and 
agreed to. 

Clav& e 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

C lav sc 3 . 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 after 
the existing proviso, the following additional proviso be added, 
namely : — 

“Provided further that on no account should more than one exten- 
sion be gran ted.* ’ 

Sir, my object *in moving this amendment is just to protect the 
rights* and privileges of the rate-payers and the electorates residing 
trithin the municipal area of Calcutta. It is also directed to maintain 
the purity and the serenity of the administration *of the Calcutta 
Corporation. Sir, in these days every country is moving towards the 
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formation of a constituent assembly, by whatever name it may be 
called in their own land. That gives the people ,the right to choose 
their own representatives-^representativee in whom they have got itheir 
full confidence. Now, Sir, every constitution gives the people a time- 
limit for which 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it your case that the local Government have 
the power not only to give an extension of one year, but they have got 
the power to extend the term not once but twice? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: They have got the power to extend it by 
terms, say for example 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please don’t forget that the original term is for 
three years, and that term is being sought to be extended by one year. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: As I read the section, Sir. I do not wish 
to extend the term by more than one extension under any circumstances. 

The Hon’ble H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I don’t think so, Sir, because 
the section says “for a period not exceeding one year,” and it may be 
interpreted in this way that Government may be able to extend from 
time to time but that the aggregate shall not be more than one year, 
and therefore if I may interpret « 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That is one thing, but the drafting here is quite 
different. 

The HoiPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would suggest, Sir, 
if it would suit 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But Mr Bari wants .that not more than one 
extension should be allowed. ** 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: That is my intention, Sir. r 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I, Sir, with your 
leave and the leave of the House, move a short-notice amendment 
which will express the view much better? , 

Mr. 8PEAKERC The drafting seems not to be satisfactory. 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. iH. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Instead of saying “for 

a period not exceeding (me year” we may say “for a term or terms 
not exceeding one* year in the aggregate.” I would like to move a 
short-notice amendment on these lines. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: In that case, Sir, it will not be necessary 
for me ito move my amendment. I am prepared to acoept the short- 
notice amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : No question of accept- 
ing by you arises. Who are you to accept it? 

M h 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, there is one point to which 
I should like to draw your attention, and it is this: probably the new 
amendment of which the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy wants to give notice 
is to this effect that in the aggregate a period of three years can be 
extended by one year, but it can consist of smaller terms of two 
months, or three months, or four months. I would ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to consider whether it would be advisable to introduce that 
element of uncertainty in the municipal administration of Calcutta 
and whether within one year they can go on extending the life of the 
Corporation by shorter periods of two, three, or five months. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In any case, so far as the present Act is concern- 
ed, you are merely changing it for a future occasion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: ] realise, Sir, that 
there is a certain amount of danger if Government becomes capricious, 
but I don’t think that the House will object to putting it in a proper 
order, because, aft* 1 }' all, I do not expect that any Government would 
try and extend the life of the Corporation merely to harass it (Mr. 
Subendra'Nath Biswas ; Everything is possible for you) for nothing, 
unless Government find a specific reason to extend the period by one 
year or 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If you do not see any necessity, 
then why do you provide for it? I)o you expect any short-term 
extension ? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: There may be emergent circumstance*. 

« 

The Htfi’We Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I do hope that 
we will not have occasion to exercise this power on any future occasion. 

Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BA&I: It has never been done before. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Still circumstances 
may change and emergencies may arise which will make it impossible 
to Hold an election at the scheduled time one never knows and it may 
be advisable to keep this power in the hands of the. Government of the 
day — which may be any Government. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I would again appeal to the 
Ilon’ble Minister that if Government really wants to change the 
period, then let it be for one year. People will then know definitely 
where they stand. That' would be much better than leaving it in the 
hands of the provincial Government and extending it for shorter 
periods. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: It is for one year now, but* it can be 
extended from term to term. I think my friend Mr. San tosh Kumar 
Basu will remember that the life of the last Council was extended by 
four years. Therefore, Sir, in order to provide for future contingen- 
cies, I think it is necessary to have a provision like this. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: For shorter terms like two or 
three months? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: The term may be for six months or one 
year, or any term. T would appeal to him to consider this aspect of 
the matter. 

M*r. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Are you speaking in favour of 
your own motion or against it? 

Mr. SPEAKER. I think, Mr. Bari, you are mistaken. Mr. Basu’s 
argument is that, so far as the totality of the extension is concerned, 
it should not be more than one year. His point is fundamentally 
different from yours. 


The HOfl’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Surely, Sir, that question 
cannot arise unless extensions of terms are contemplated for more than 
one year. If Mr. Basu speaks of totality then the logical conclusion 
is that he contemplates petty extension provided that the total period 
is for not more than one year. As it reads here, Sii, there may be 
extensions by the Local Government for a period or term not exceeding 
one year. It may be aigued that the Local Government has the power 
to extend the life of the Corporation on several occasions, but dhe term 
of the extension should not exceed one year at a time. As soon as you 
begin to talk of totality or aggregate, you have also got to take into 
consideration this fact and to agree to the position that you may have 
to extend for more than one term. So that “one year** may be com- 
posed of more than pne term, say of two months, three months and so 
on. Therefore, Sir, I submit that the motion is in' order. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, if I have understood the 
Hobble Minister aright 
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Ml. SPEAKER: Order, order. Let me first cross-examine the 
Hon’bLe Minister. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Suhrawardy, your amendment is that in the proviso to section 89 
of the said Act you want to change the words “the .said period” and 
say “the said term of three years**. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y : Yes, Sir. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Then you want to change the words “for a period’* 
and say, “for a term”. Therefore, your original substantive Bill, if 
passed, will mean this : — 

“Provided that the said term of three years may lie extended by 
the Local Government for a term not exceeding one year.** 


Now, Mr. Bari wants to add a further proviso, viz. — 

“Provided further that on no account should more than one exten- 
sion be granted.” 

Now, what is your suggestion to that? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : My suggestion is: wheie 
Tye have got the wosds “for a period not extending one year” in the 
second and third lines of the proviso, I want to substitute it to “for 
a term or terms not exceeding one year in the aggregate”. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : That is a plurality of 
extensions ! 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If i may again appeal to the 
Hon’ble Minister, I would say that you are introducing with eyes open 
an amount of uncertainty on the off-chance of the provincial Govern- 
ment not being capricious. You are arming the provincial Government 
with power to be capricious and then relying on its good sense not to be 
capricious. Now, when we are making legislation here, we want to 
eliminate the possibility of caprice being introduced in the affairs of 
the city by fixing in the Act itself that extension for shorter periods 
should not be allowed. If the Hon’ble Minister had sought to provide 
that there would not be any extension for more ttau one term, tmd 
that term might be* for less than one year, I could have understood it. 
If the^ think extension for one year is necessary, let them give one 
year and stop there but let them not go on giving extension after exten- 
sion and term after term. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order. Sir. I 
do not know whether the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has put up his 
amendment before you but he is speaking 1 about some amendment to 
amend clause 3. My submission is that his proposed amendment is not 
in order. This Bill is for validating the extension granted by notifica- 
tion No. so-and-so, for one year. The extension has already been made 
by a notification. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, do you see that it is not merely vali- 
dation but also amendment? 

Mf. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS. The Statement of Objects and 
Reasons says in order to validate the notification, some necessary 
consequential amendments are necessary in sections 25 and 45 and no 
further. The statement is very clear on this point. 

Mr. SPEAKER S For the purpose of validation, section 39 comes in. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: The notification has already 
extended the life of the Corporation for one year and the Bill is also 
for some consequential amendments, but his amendment is now a new 
thing. It goes beyond the scope of the Bill. 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 think, I would have a greedy with Mr. Biswas if 
there had been no clause 3 in the Bill itself, and you may remember 
that throughout my ruling, it is not merely the Objects a^d Reasons 
but the Bill itself that has also been taken into consideration. It is 
quite true that the interpretation .which you have suggested may be 
possible if only the Statement of Objects and Reasons is taken into 
account, but the Statement of Objects and Reasons, along with the Bill 
where they propose to amend section 39, has, to be taken into consi- 
deration. Once they propose to amend section 39, it is in order. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The proposal for amendment 
has only arisen on account of the notification which has already been 
issued by the Government extending the term of the present Corpora- 
tion by one year. Therefore, we are concerned here either to validate 
that notification or not to accept it. So, I say this amendment about 
two shorter terms does not arise hare. Certainly if a^n amendment o I 
the Calcutta Municipal Act is sought and this section 39 is brought in, 
members are quite^ free to suggest amendments that may arise, but 
having come only for the purpose of validation of §> notification, I ask 
you, Sir, to consider whether we ought to waste our time in considering 
such amendments as two months, three months, four months, etc. 
Such amendments may be considered when they bring in a comprehen- 
sive amending Bill. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI* Sir, looking with a hlurred vision, they 
have lost sight of 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no use complicating matters. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Biswas has said that this Bill has been 
brought in only for the purpose of validation of the notification that 
has been issued, and not for anything else. But that is not so. It is 
meant also for the future, that the sections have got to be amended. 
So far as the observation of my friend, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, that 
it is the caprice of the Government, is concerned, I may say that 
Government caprice will be given a flue play if you do not amend it in 
the manner suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy because if the 
provincial Government want to extend the time for more than one year, 
they can do so under the existing Act. They can extend the term for 
one year, two years or three years. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Then you do not stand by your 
own amendment. . 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI. My amendment does not covei the whole 
thing. One extension might be for three months, six months or even 
for one year. But within that one year, there may be more than one 
extension. * 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Are you aiguing against your 
own amendment ? • 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Yes. Because I think the amendment that 
has been suggested by the Hon’ble Minister is more comprehensive and 
that would not complicate matters. That will solve the real difficulty. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Then gi ve up your own 

amendment. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I freely admit that my amendment is not 
comprehensive. , I do admit it because it is no good saying things which 
may not be quite correct. But it is not falling into the trap of the 
other party. There is no question of reprimanding this side or that. 
It is in the interests of the rate-payers that the amendment has been 
suggested. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US I think the Hqu'ble Minister has 
understood my point. 



204 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[ 31 st Mail, 


Tht HOd’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. But I stick to my 
amendment. I want to make it clear that “for a term of one year” 
may be interpreted that Government have power to extend the term 
from time to time for one year, for several years, but for a term not 
exceeding one year at a time. But if my amendment is accepted, it 
will be made clear that Government can on no account give extension 
for more than one year in the aggregate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then we are all agieed on one point, namely, that 
provided the Bill is passed, the power of extension will be given. 
Secondly, provided that power of extension is given, it should not be 
for more than one year in the aggregate. I think there is no contro- 
versy on this point. The only question for decision is, provided the 
power of extension for one year is given, whether that should include 
the power of not merely extending in one instalment but in two or 
several instalments. That question can be decided by voting. 

Mir. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is a question of appealing 
to his good sense. 

The HovTble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 will make my point 
clear by giving one instance. Suppose, an election is fixed for Febru- 
ary. But certain incidents may arise in February which may make 
the holding of election impossible. We hope thit the situation will 
improve in three months’ time. We postpone the election for three 
months but the situation does not improve after three morfths, rather 
it becomes worse. So the election cannot be held after three 
months. Therefore, it would be necessary to extend the life of the 
Corporation until the election can be held. So, I think, in the interests 
of good administration, this amendment, which I have proposed, should 
be accepted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 take it, therefore, that, so far as clause 3 (a) 
is concerned, it stands, and in clause 3 ( b ), the drafting should be that 
for the words “for a period not exceeding one year”, the \*fords “for 
a term or terms not exceeding one year in the aggregate” should he 
substituted. 

« , 

Now, to simplify matters, the best course would l»e for Mr. Bari 
to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U* Sir, this will lead to difficulties 
with regard to other sections of the Act. The term of the Mayor has 
already been fixed % for one year and this has got to be amended if this 
term business is introduced. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Before Mr. Suhrawardy speaks may I point out 
one thing? I find that so far as section 39 is concerned the word 
'‘term” has been applicable to the period of three years and the word 
“period” has been applicable to a term which is less than three years. 
You leave that section as it is. In the next section you want to change 
the words ‘‘said period” to “said term”. That part is all right. In the 
second part the word “period” is again changed to “term”. Consis- 
tently speaking, I think it would be better if the word “period” remains 
and the language of your draft is changed to. “for a period or periods 
not exceeding one year”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY s I thought of that— 
whether I could have “period” instead of “term” in the second line 
of the paragraph. But the period in section 39 refers to the period of 
appointment of an appointed Councillor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you move an amendment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H/8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 beg to move that in 
the proviso to section 39 for t he words “for a period not exceeding one 
year” the words “for a term or terms not exceeding one year in the 
aggregate” be substituted and that sub-clause (b) be deleted. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 submit that this will create 
confusion. 4 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRA'wARDY: It won’t. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Has Mr. Suliruwurdy looked at 
section 10" 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I have considered it, and 
I hope M*\ Kan tosh Kumar Basu has also considered what the present 
power of Government, is. The section says that it may be extended 
for a period not exceeding one year which implies that it may be 
extended for a period of not less # than one year, and, therefore, the 
difficulty which* existed before exists in the present Act. If the life 
of a Mayor is for a year and power is given under section 39 as it 
stands in the present Act to extend the life of th* Corporation for a 
period not exceeding one year contemplating thereby that Government 
may’ektend the life of the Corporation for less than one year, the 
original difficulty still exists, that difficulty is not aggravated nor is any 
new difficulty added by the amendment I propose. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just point out to the 
Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy that under the proviso to section 39 the life 
of the Corporation must |>e extended before it expires? It may be for 
a year or for a smaller period. But taking that proviso along with 
section 10 which provides that the Mayor shall be elected at the first 
meeting of the year which must under section 59 be held in the month 
of April, and shall hold office until the first meeting of the next follow- 
ing year, the option now given to the Government under the proviso 
to section 39 of granting an extension to the Corporation for a period 
not exceeding one year, must he limited, and the Government cannot 
now give any extension for a shorter period, which would militate 
against the provisions of section 10 relating to the term of office of the 
Mayor. But the power now proposed to be taken by the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter for granting several short extensions within a year will be in 
clear conflict with section 10. In the absence of any definite pro- 
vision for a complete extension for a year or one smaller extension or 
anything of that kind, with consequential changes in section 10, an 
element of uncertainty arises if extensions are granted in the middle 
of the year, while at the beginning of the fi^rst extended term, the 
office of the new Mayor will be normally expected to run its full course 
of one year under section 10. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am expecting another validating Bill. 

a 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Bari that in clause 2 after the existing 
proviso, the following additional proviso be added, namefy : — 

* ‘Provided further that on no Account should more than one exten- 
sion be granted” 

was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The short notice amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy 
that sub-clause ( b ) of clause 3 be deleted and that in the proviso to 
section 39 for the words “for a period not exceeding one year” the 
words “for a term or terms not exceeding one year in the Aggregate” 
be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3, as ^mended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clauses 4 , 5 and 6. 

The question that clauses 4, 5 and 6 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 
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Clause 7. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I beg to move that clause 7 
be deleted. 

My contention is that this clause is outside the scope of the Bill. 
This clause wants to give some powers to Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How can you say that it is outside the scope of 
the Bill? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: 1 am saying this on the 
strength of the Preamble and the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
This clause has not come by way of amendment of any existing clause 
of the Act. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Please look at the second 
part of the Act. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Clause 7 clashes with section 
44 of the present Act. This clause should have come by way of 
amendment either as an additional section to the present Act or by way 
of an amendment of section 44 of the present Act. But it lias come 
independently. So # I say that this clause cannot be considered as a 
clause amending the present Act. 

With fhese words, I submit that this clause is ultra vires and should 
not be accepted. ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is just one point. In section 7 the point 
has been raised that it comes into conflict with section 44 of the 
present Act, and thus a difficulty arises. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Section 45, as it exists, 
only means to fix a time for the preparation and publication of the 
electoral* roll at the time of the first election which was held more than 
ten year afeo. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI%WA8: The Bill is coming before us 
later on, wherein clause 44 has been amended by a similar clause. So 
in this Bill also, I say, it should have come by way of an amendment. 
In the form in which it appears in this Bill it is ifot an amendment. 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand your point. The position is that 
we will havi two Municipal Acts in operation .in Calcutta. The 
original Aot and this Act. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US Just as we see two Local Self- 
Government Ministers working in the Cabinet? 

The motion that clause 7 be deleted was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 7 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 beg to move that the 
Bill, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Ajgricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg 

leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act, 1935. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg 

also to move that the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 
1939, he referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra Roy, 

(2) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(3) Mr. J . W. R. Steven, 

(4) Maulvi Haji Tofel Ahmed Ckoudhury, 

(5) Mr. Md. Moshin Ali, 

(6) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(7) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(8) Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed, 

(9) Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, 

(10) Mr. Haxendra Kumar Sur, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report as early as possible and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at four. 

* ■ ** 

Sir, in submitting this motion to the House and in requesting 
to refer the Bill to the Select Committee I do not think I should enttr 
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into a detailed discufision at this stage. The Statement of Objects 
and Reasons makes it clear as to what the provisions in the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors (Amendments Bill are. I need only draw the 
attention of the House to some of the provisions that we contemplate 
introducing in the existing Act. In the first place. Sir, it will appear 
that this amending Bill is designed to exclude the Municipal dues and 
the* Union Board rates from the operation of the existing Act. The 
reasons are obvious, and I need not dilate upon them. By clause 5, 
it is intended that where tlu>r^j p> jnim rU.lQnr S f h» v w jH ^et, relief 
byjH proper application being made to the Debt Settlement Board. It 
tended, in the next place, l>\ clauses ti and 7, to shorten the period 
of time that is taken unduly in getting notices served. And in the 
next place, by clause 1) ot the amending Hill, it is intended to give 
proper relief with regard to th^i> class of debt known as usufructuary 
mortgage in this province. Tncre is another provision made in clause 
14 by which, when the matter is brought before the Appellate Court, 
the Appellate Court will have the power to issue notice for the staying 
of any matter that may be pending before any Civil or Revenue Court,. 


Sir, one other matter was very distinctly raised by my friend 
Mi^Manmatlia Nath Roy at the time of the lost budget discussion, I 
mean the discussion in 1938, when he pointed out the difliculty that 
was experienced with regard to certain < uses dealt with under section 
3 4. where , by certain rulings of the lion Mile High Court, the position 
was made very difficult in the sense that while one set of decisions 
held the debt to be exisling up to the time when the sale took place, 
another class held the debt to be existing until the sale was confirmed. 
B\ clause 1"> we want to put an ejid to this «>rl of anomaly and we 
suggest b\ this clause that jlebt will be considered to exist up to the 
point when the sale will be confirmed, if there is nn\ sale held by the 
Civil Court. Sir, these are some of the provisions that wo have made 
m this amending Bill. 1 have indicated on several occasions the 
difficulties that have beeu experienced by the Debt Settlement Boards 
in giving 'proper relief and to put an end to those difficulties this 
amendment has been thought of. 


With # regard to the personnel of the Select Committee, as it is 
intended that we should have this Bill passed at an early date, I have 
not l>een able to make the Select Committee larger; but even in this 
rather narrow compass, we have tahen representatives from all sections 
of the* House. *Sir, the Bill was published as far back as the 12th 
January last in the Official Gazette, and it has been before the public, 
for these three months. With these few words. Sir, T commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Hr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move by way of amendment that 
this Bill be* circulated for the purpose of eliciting dpinion thereon by 
thfe 80tVJuii* # 1939. 

IK 
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In doing so, I must first point out to the Hon’ble* Minister that 
the law is bad not only in name but also in actual working and it has 
been admitted by Government that this art — it is konwn to be bad 
widely — is not only bad but in operation it has become worse and by 
the amendment that is sought to be made it is going to be made much 
worse. Now, Sir, we find that the administration of this Act has 
been worse and at the same time quite hopeless for this reason, that 
the High Court has no revisional power over it. The Hon’ble 
Minister has also explained the difficulties, and, therefore, he has sought 
to introduce section 15 just to take away the anomaly. Now, Sir, 
this is not the first instance. There are thousand and one instances 
which can be multiplied. Since its introduction we know how it is 
working in different parts of the country. There are different Boards 
and different appellate officers. They put different interpretations. 
In the beginning when this Bill was being passed into law we pointed 
out that the Government were heading for a crisis. The Government 
were eager to do good to the agriculturists but the Government have 
now found that they could not give any relief whatsoever to the agri- 
culturists though the Bill was intended to give relief to them. Now, 
Sir, as 1 have pointed out each Board puts its own interpretat.ion^and 
1 would now point out to the TTon’blo Minister how this amendment — 
amendment of section 2(0 ) — where he proposes to put in the word 
“occupation” before “primary means of livelihood’ ’ would improve 
the Act. I find no difference whatsoever. Its interpretation will be 
left as vague as it was before. Now, Sir, for example I will put 
to him the case of his brother Minister the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna 
Deb Itaikut. In his case we notice that on account of the fact that he 
has tea estates and forests his primary means of livelihood is found to 
bo agriculture, and, therefore, it is well known that though hej’s a hig 
zemindar, he lias come under the purview of this Act. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On u point of order, Sir. )£j 
friend Mr. Banerji is referring to a case which is still suit judice 
at Jalpaiguri. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is just citing an example. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: The honourable member is hopelessly mistaken. 
I was just referring to 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


( After adjournment.) 

Mr, SPEAKER: Before I proceed with the regular business of 
the House, I may state that we have been able to put up to the 
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members the'first instalment of the amendments of the Bengal Money- 
lenders Bill up to clause 10, so that members might get an oppor- 
tunity to go through them. W e shall try to put up the other amend- 
ments by to-morrow or the du> utter. These will be sent to their 
residence. 1 find from this list of amendments that there are practi- 
cally 6 or 7 motions relating to circulation for eliciting public opinion 
and recommittal. 1 draw the attention of the lion ’hie Sii* Nazimud- 
din to clauses 1 and 2. Clause 1 does not seem to be \cry important 
and may be finished in a day, but clause 2 is very important and may 
take a longer time. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Now, Sir, before the recess 1 was submitting 
for the information of the Hon ’hie Minister that the amendment 
proposed in clause 2 will not in any wav improve the Bill. The loop- 
hole will remain, as I have just shown by way of an illustration, that 
even the big zemindars and the tea companies would get in. as the 
language has been left so vague. Now, the point is what is the 
improvement the Hon ’hie Minister wants to make by his amendment. 
In spite of his amendment the vagueness still remains, and there is 
no improvement whatsoever. By this section, as we read it, “debtor” 
means a person w^hose occupation and primary means of livelihood is 
agriculture and who is a ni/ifat or an und vr-nn'ijat or cultivates land 
himself or In members of his family or by hired labourers or by (nlhian> 
bargadars or hhaydhn, and the term includes a group of persons who 
join in making an application under the provision of section 9(7). 
Now, Sir, 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister to consider what improve- 
ment he has made, as there is ill JLhc difficulty as to how he can help 
the agriculturists. I could have understood him if he had put in 
the word “agriculturist” and given a definite definition of (he term 
agriculturist. It is well known to the Hon’ble Minister that the Bill 
Tgas passed for the relief of the agriculturists, but now no relief will 
be given. Now, all zemindars and tea companies and every one can 
come under this Bill. 

Then, Sir, there is another innovation, I mean usufructuary 
mortgage? That is clause 9. Tn clause ft there is an amendment of 
section 19. Here the llon’blc Ministei brings in t lie usufructuary 
mortgage. I submit, the benefit given under section 2 Ct(d) of the 
Bengal Tenancy ( Amendment) Aci is being taken away by this very 
Bill. I, therefore, say that this clause is absolutely dangerous, and, 
as we have pointed out in the course of the debate, the section, as 
it stands, is unju.st^and iniquitous. 

Now, Sir, here is provided that in lb years or at any time if this 
Board decides that sufficient money has been realised it will be enough. 
Sir, as Fliave pointed out in the beginning, different JJoards are making 
their own interpretations, and the Hon’ble Minister will perhaps agree 
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with me that there is no question of any fixed principle whatsoever in 
this matter, because the High Court has no revisionary power over the 
awards of the Board. Two months ago, a test case was finally heard 
in the High Court, and the case was perhaps so complicated that even 
the High Court could not pass any judgment up till this morning. I 
would ask the Hon’ble Minister why complete usufructuary mortgages 
should be wiped out altogether by the Board’s award. Knowing as 
he does the condition of the people in the rural areas, how can he say 
that it is possible for creditors to get double the amount as interest? 
They cannot even recover the principal — not to speak of large amounts 
by charging a high rate of interest. 

Then, Sir, I would draw your attention to the fact that different 
cases are decided on by the Boards differently in different districts. 
The funniest part of the whole thing is that even a person having 
homestead land and 10 cocoanut trees, can be declared an agriculturist 
by the Board. There was a case like that in the district of Barisal 
some time back. This is the anomaly for which I think there must 
b»* a comprehensive law on this subject, and, therefore, 1 would appeal 
to the Hon’ble Minister to frame a comprehensive law in order to give 
relief to the agriculturists, for which the Bill was originally intended. 
There may be delay of 2 or 3 months for doing ibis, but that is a 
matter of very little importance. The two points that 1 have discussed 
for the < onsideration of the House and, in particular, for the considera- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister are very important innovations, and, 
therefore, Sir, I have moved this amendment as the sad plight of the 
agriculturists still remains the same. The Hon’ble Minister must 
consider how they are going to pro. 4 cot the interests of the tenants and 
the agriculturists, which is the professed object of the Government, 
and for which, in season and out of season, they are shedding 
crocodile’s tears. (Laughter from Congress benches.) 

As regards the operation of this Act, everyone is agreed that it is 
a bad Act, It has done great mischief to the people, and lo improve- 
ment whatsoever has been made in the condition of the poor people. 
It has been pointed out by member after member in this IJouse that 
by the operation of this Act no benefit has been derived by the agricul- 
turists. The Hon’ble Minister, I believe, is aware that rural credit 
has been abolished altogether and the poor agriculturists to-day have 
come to grief * 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move, by way r of amendment, that the Bill bb circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th June, 1939 v * 
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Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE RAY CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move that after the name of Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed, 
the following names be inserted, namely: — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(2) Mr. Birendra Kishore Ray Choudhury. 

Sir, the reason for which 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Ray Choudhury, it is not necessary for you 
to make any speech. 


Mr. I. D. JALAN: Mr. Speaker. Sir. 1 rise to support the motion 
of Mr. P. Banerji. 

In supporting this motion. Sir, I am eonstiained to say that I am 
surprised that the Uon’ble Minister in charge has taken no note ot 
the opinion and observations of not only irresponsible advisers like 
ourselves but also of the Reserve Bank of India, tin 1 High Court 
judgments and even tlfe utterances which have been made* by some 
members of the Ministry from time to time. 

Sir, the main principle of this amending Bill is that it is going 
to tighten further the position of the creditors, and that is the very 

point over which there has been so much of agitation in the country. 

Sir, my friend is, perhaps, not aware of the fact that to-day u Full 
Bench of tile High Court has conic to the decision that certain sections 
of this Act and, especially, section, 44, are ultra vires. My friend, the 
Hon’ble Minister, ought to have withdrawn this Bill and reframed it 
in the light of the judgment of the Full Bench delivered to-day, hut 
I believe that the llon’ble Minister is perhaps not acquainted with what 
has transpired to-day in the High Court. 

Sir, it js a very serious matter which Hie llon’ble Minister ought to 
take note of, viz., that section *54 is no longer applicable to the High 

Qourt and that on the strength of a decree passed by the High Court 

a creditor is capable of attaching the properties of his debtors in spile 
of the award of the Debt Settlement Board. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister, I believe, during this interval will 
properly understand and appmicfte the effect of the five judgments 
which have been delivered by the Full Bench of the High Court to-day. 
All the Judges constituting the Full Bench have come to the conclusion 
that this Act is ultra vires , so far as the High Court is concerned. 
One .ot the Hon’ble Judges has no doubt stated that it is infra vires of 
the District Courts and other courts of Bengal, but it is still a very 
doubtful' proposition as to how far section 44 would .be applicable even 
to District courts. While some Judges are of opinion that the word 
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“Civil Court” in the Act does not include the High Court, there are 
others who hold that it does include the High Court. If it does 
include High Court, then section 34 may be entirely ultra vires . On 
the other hand, if it does not include the High Court, then it becomes 
ultra vires , at least so far as the High Court is concerned. 

Now, Sir, several Judges of the High Court have pronounced their 
views from time to time about the iniquitious result of the operation 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act. It, is surprising that Govern- 
ment is not paying any attention to the opinion of the highest judiciary 
of the province and is bent upon pursuing its policy of bringing about 
the ruin of the people. (Cries of “Shame, shame” from Congress 
Benches. ) (Laughter from Coalition benches.) I may add, Sir, that 
in a case which I had the misfortune to conduct before Ameer Ali, J., 
his lordship slated his views in these terms, and what he said on that 
occasion is worth perusal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Amir Ali observed in that case: “It is 
established or admitted that the applicant for stay was himself a 
member of the Debt Conciliation Boiyd in question.” It means that 
the person who is the applicant is himself the judge ! Is there any 
law in the world which can tolerate this sort of thing? Is there any 
civilised Government where the man who is himself concerned in the 
dispute, occupies the position of the judge? Then, again, the Hon’ble 
Judge goes on — “I was also pressed with the fact that this debt had 
been incurred in the course of piecegoods business! This again to nty 
mind does not affect the legal question. Acts such as those which 
break new grounds are apt to lead to interesting situations. This Act 
may have the beneficial effect of leading people to take greater interest 
in Agriculture. It, may also improve the business of Kabuli money- 
lenders who do not for the recovery of their dues have recourse to 
courts of law." Can there be a worse condemnation of the Act than 
the above pronouncement made by the Hon’ble Judge of the High 
Court? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Costello in one of the cases remarked: — 
“It is to be observed that, although the alleged debt was as much as 
Rs. 26,000, yet it does not seem open to the Court to decide or even 
consider whether the debtor comes within the Act or whether he does 
not. That question rests solely with the Board. If, therefore, there 
were no other matters to be taken into consideration, there would have 
arisen this amazing situation; that the Debt Settlement Board of 
Parbatipur would have been able to hold up a suit started in the Court 
of tlie Subordinate Judge of Darjeeling in which a sum of over 
Rs. 26,000 was in dispute, and if that Debt Settlement Board had 
come to the conclusion that the defendants were in fact debtors within 
the meaning of the Act, the Board might have completely ousted the 
Court and adjudicated in effect upon a claim for Rs. 26,000 and the 
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only appeal against their decision would have Wn to n Munsif whose 
ordinary powers might be limited to cases involving not more than 
one thousand rupees. It seems clear, therefore, that the Bengal Debt 
Settlement Act in its present shape is likely to entail consequences of 
a fantastic description, which obviously could not have been fully 
realised or even dimly foreseen when the Act was drafted or when it 
was passed into law.” 

The llon ble Judge ot ihe High Court perhaps did not appreciate 
that the Government was incapable of foreseeing and realising the 
implications of this Act. Even to-day in the Full Bench case the 
Hon’ble Chief Justice has observed that east's like these are in question, 
which had come to the High Court, and bring the Act into disrepute. 

In this case which was before the High Court there was a claim for 
Rs. 71,000 between two merchants — not one of them was an agricul- 
turist. A settlement was arrived at and receivers were appointed. 
When the property was going to be put up for sale, the debtor makes 
an application to the Debt Settlement Board, and the* whole machinery 
of law comes to a standstill. Two years have elapsed and no remedy 
could be found. The ureditor had to spend a lot of money in order to 
get a decision ot the High Court and what is the decision? The 
Court said that it is ultra r//r>. I say that thi* decision of the Court 
is a sad reflection upon the judicial mind of the Legislature. Utmost 
consideration must he shown in preparing and considering these laws. 
• For the last two fears every person who is a lawyer has been con- 
fronted with the fact that theie have been so many amendments to the 
Jaws that 'it is difficult to cope with them. One law carefully devised 
must be produced before the Legislature and passed; and people must 
know as to where they stand, it is not necessary for me to go into 
detail over the various provisions ot the Bill introduced by the Hon’ble 
Minister. It is sufficient to say that wherever there has been the 
slightest favour or the slightest thing which goes for the benefit of 
the creditor, it has been sought to he washed away. Under tin* Act, as 
it stands,* unless 00 per cent, ot the creditors agree to the icduetion of 
the principal amount, the Debt Settlement Boards have no power to 
reduce Ae amount. 

Now, under this Bill, that provision is sought to be washed away. 
Even the principal is to be reduced, and by whom? By those persons 
of the Debt Settlement Board w*ho are working honorary. It passes 
the comprehension of any reasonable man how five persons without 
any remuneration, without any r payment, will try^ to give the utmost 
consideration to ^he problems from day to day and deal not with 
thousands and thousands of rupees but lakh* and lakhs of rupees. 
To" these people are entrusted the destinies of thousands of creditors. 
It passess my comprehension, it passes the roinjirehcnsion of any 
person who has the slightest sense of justice in him as to why the 
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Ministry has taken a course which !s so detrimental to the interests of 
the people. The Reserve Bank of India which is regarded as a 
responsible Bank, has warned against the pernicious effects of this Act. 
It is sufficient for me to say that the Reserve Bank, as a matter c/t 
fact, has, in practice, found that many Banks which have dealings 
with agriculturists are now anxious to call in their loans as soon as 
possible and restrain the business. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy in opening the Rural 
Bank at Chinsurah said : “The general economic depression and the 
rumour that the provisions of the Bengal Money-lenders’ Bill would 
debar creditors from recovering their legitimate dues, have adversely 
affected the credit system in the mofussir\ The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister in one of his speeches expressly admitted that the effect of 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act lias been detrimental to the 
credit system of the province. But he was too magnanimous to ask 
people to supply credit. But that is impossible under the present 
circumstances and the people’s position will be much worse, if the 
present amendment is passed into law. I am sorry l have got no time 
to deal with all the points. But I am quite satisfied that, in view of 
the decision of the Full Bench to-day and in view of the utterances 
of these responsible persons, it would be wise at present on the part 
of the Government to examine from all points of view the existing 
laws and produce before the House a Bill which will command respect 
and attention of the public and which will be really useful, and in thq 
best interests of the people. Government must not take the view that 
the middle-classes of Bengal have got to be crushed. It is a fallacy 
which Government would do very well to disabuse their mind of 
altogether. It is impossible for Beifgal to flourish if the middle-classes 
are crushed in this way. 

Then we know, Sir, that lawyers are debarred from appearing 
before these Debt Settlement Boards. At the same time, there is not 
a single man of judicial experience on the Board, and the Hon’ble 
Minister has said that it is not necessary to have persons of judicial 
experience on the Board. I do not want to blame the personnel of 
the Board. 

Sir, there are district courts and judges’ courts which have been 
affected very much by the operation of the Debt Settlement Boards. 
Why not entrust the work of these, Boards to these courts which are 
now suffering from want of work? I do not find any reduction in the 
expenses of these district and civil courts — the expenses are there as 
before — although litigation has greatly reduced. Why not entrust 
these courts with the work of these Boards instead of leaving it to the 
hands of illiterate villagers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Mullick has said that judicial experience is not 
required from persons who work on the Debt Settlement Boards. I may 
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0iy that if a person goes through this Act, he will find that in innumer- 
able places the highest judicial tact and the highest judicial impartiality 
ia required in order to decide what is fair and what is not fair. Even 
.<%e definition of “debtor” is such that it will tax the energy of a 
* practising lawyer of experience to decide whether or not a particular 
person comes under the definition of the word “debtor.” Does the 
• Hon’ble Minister mean to say that this question can be decided by 
those persons who have no knowledge of law and who have lent their 
services honorary for the sake of motherland? I emphatically say, 
although I do not wish to cast any aspersion upon the personnel of 
these Boards, that so far as the Government are concerned they stand 
condemned before the tribunal of justice, they stand condemned before 
the public, and 1 shall once more implore the Hon’ble Minister not to 
ruin the credit of Bengal, not to do such a thing for which the entire 
posterity will curse us. Government should not be guided by considera- 
tions of short-sightedness. You must view the whole problem from a 
long point ot view, and posterity will be grateful to you if without 
impairing the credit of Bengal you can relieve the people from their 
debts. 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mr. C. MORGAN: 1 had hoped that my honourable friend 
Mr. Mullick would bring in a Bill to repeal the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors’ Act instead of bringing in an amending Bill to the present 
unsatisfactory and unworkable Act. Unfortunately \ was not in the 
House wdien the Hon’ble Minister moved for a grant of Ks. 21 lakhs I 
for the Debt Settlement Boards; otherwise I would have suggested | 
what I am suggesting now, i.e. 9 that he should repeal the Act to dol 
away with the Debt Settlement Boards and utilise tin* 21 lakhs in/ 
other better channels? Having said that I now come to the Bill 
which is before the House and the motion which is moved by the 
Hon’ble Minister for referring it to a Select Committee. 

I welcome the attempt on the part of the Government to ameliorate 
the present Act but as I said before it would have been better to do 
awayjydltihe Act altogether. On this amending Bill one or two things 
I should like to point out — to draw the aHefition of the Select Com- 
mittee, if appointed. One is with^regard to the definition of a debtor. 
Occ upatio n is ifot defi ned^ and 1 think the honourable member who 
spoke just before me was also of the Hame opinion that any lawyer who 
drafts a petition finds it difficult to understand the definition of a debtor 
as stated in the Bfll, but since “occupation” is not defined I do not 
think the definition of the debtor would be at all satisfactory. 

With regard to the change from “any officer .who has judicial 
4 experience” to the wording “servant of the Crown I am afraid I am 



m 


GOVERNMENT fclLLS. 


[31st M 4a;, 

absolutely ignorant of what any servant of the Crown means. I do 
not know the lowest grade of the “servants of the Crown.’ ’ I doubt 
whether it will be a happy change because I do not think he will be as 
-competent as an officer with judicial experience. 4 

There is a clause dealing with joint debts, which gives the board 
complete jurisdiction over the entire joint debt for rent. At present 
for no joint debt can an individual debtor seek relief. Under the new 
Bill one member of the joint debt can seek relief and the whole debt is 
•decided. Where there are other joint debtors, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 whatever 
they may be, they have to accept the decision of the Debt Conciliation 
Board even if they have not been applicants in the case. 

Sections 18, 19 , and 19(a ). — 1 think the Select Committee will have 
to give very serious attention to these. Tn the objects and reasons of 
the Bill the Tfon’ble Minister has stated that the Bill prescribes a 
procedure for dealing with debt secured by usufructuary mortgage and 
for restoration of the land to the debtor. There is no mention in the 
•clauses of tin* Bill of the words “usufructuary mortgage” and that 1 
trust the Select Committee will go into. What does it mean Y It means 
a debt against which possession of land or immovable property has been 
given to the creditor as security. But now before the original debt is 
cleared off that security must be returned. This will lessen the value 
•of the existing usufructuary mortgages. I consider this to be altogether 
too revolutionary and will considerably reduce the value of securities 
■already accepted in good faith. 

J it* t me now take up sections ]‘<S and IffA. 1 do not think I have 
many more points to draw the attention of the Select Committee to, 
but there are one or two points which 1 would like to mention. I 
think they require a very careful consideration and unless the Hon’ble 
Minister feels inclined to withdraw the Bill and to bring in a repealing 
Bill tor the present Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act, the Select Com- 
mittee will have to try and improve the very serious defects in the 
present Bill. The Ilon’ble Minister has received from me ,*'rom time 
to time figures showing how unsatisfactorily the Debt Conciliation 
Boards operate and I have no hesitation in saying from the experience 
that I have gained that we would be much better without them. At 
the same time I know that there is a clamouring in alb the districts, for 
such Boards. 1 can quite understand the reasons for it ! It is very 
difficult to refute the argument in theory, but in practice it is useless 
and I consider that the Debt Conciliation Boards ought to be completely 
done away with. 

With these wprds I support the motion for reference to Select 
Committee. 
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The Hon'bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
sorry it is impossible for me to agree to the suggestion of my friend 
Mr. P. Banerji when he moves that the Bill be circulated for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. 

To start with, you will find that the dates mentioned therein would 
show how half-heartedly these motions have been tabled. My friends 
do realise that a Bill of this nature is certainly important and it calls 
for immediate treatment by the House. 1 have brought to the notice 
of the House time and again the difficulties that the Boards have been 
experiencing in giving their decisions quickly. Now it is the desire cf 
all of us that some relief should l>e given to the large body of indebted 
agriculturists- in the motussil. My friend Mr. 1\ Banerji starts his 
observation by calling it a bad Act. I am extremely sorry that lit* of all 
persons should have used that expression, for if 1 remember aright my 
friend Mr. Banerji was also a memlier of the House which pissed this 
measure and put it on the Statute Book. 1 might also say that this 
would lx* something like a certificate for himself from that point of 
view. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: lie opposed it 


The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: He says that 
the clause that 1 have put in in this Bill (clause 2) to apply to those 
persons whom it is our desire to serve and to give some relief to those 
persons would not help them m any way. 1 join issue with him so lar 
as that point is concerned. It it is agreed that the agriculturists 
should lx* given some relict I feel #that this is the only way in which 
that can be done. The other point he has thought fit to argue before 
the House is that by introducing clauses 9 and 10 dealing with usufruc- 
tuary mortgages will be of no avail, in view ol the fact that section 
26 ( g ) of the Bengal Tenancy Act as amended should have met the 
point. Sir, I submitted to the House in connection with my budget 
demand under this head the difficulties that the Boards were experi- 
encing in dealing with these classes of debt and unless the Boards have 
the power to make their awards really effective, it is impossible for them 
to make their awards in any way useful for the parties for whom these 
are meant. Sir, even if these are at all matters which require consi- 
deration, I submit it will be certainly for the Select (Committee to do so, 
and to see for themselves if they can improie upm the Bill and if in 
the end they can suggest anything for the serious consideration of the 
House at the time when this will be brought up before it. 

Sir, Mr. Jalan has taken his cue from Mr. Banerji and he says that 
by the operation of this Act rural credit has absolutely dried up. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : That is a fact. 
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The HOfiHHe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I made my sub- 
mission under that head only the other day in connection with the 
Budget demand. One of his principal points is that he cannot believe 
that five honorary men without any remuneration can deal with matters 
of this kind. I can only sympathise with him in this attitude of his 
but perhaps it is just because of the occupation that he himself follows 
that he refuses to believe that five men are really doing work of this 
nature without any remuneration. T would only invite him to cotoe 
along with me and to see for himself and satisfy himself that the people 
in the interior do come forward not only to act as members of the Debt 
Settlement Boards but to do work of a much more serious character, to 
settle disputes that occur in the villages. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : We have seen all that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: My friend 

Mr. Nagemlra Xatli Sen interjects that he lias seen enough of that. 1 
would only remind him of the little provision in the Civil Procedure (’ode 
which s]>eaks of referring such matters to the arbitration of villagers 
in the interior. 1 have myself seen cases where they have settled dis- 
putes of a much more intricate nature than those which are brought 
before the Debt Settlement Boards in the present day. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : 01 their own free choic?. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: My friend 

Mr. .1 nlan again draws my attention to some of the observations that 
have been made by the Reserve Bank and by the High Court and 
admonishes me that 1 have not paid sufficient attention to those obser- 
vations. With regard to Ihese I do not see eye to eye with him for I 
have not been able to bring myself to agree with the observations of 
this nature. And what after all lias the TTon’hle High Court done? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: To-day? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, the case 
that was mentioned was heard by a full bench consisting of three 
ITon’ble Judges sometime in December and they took three months 
to pronounce their judgment. I am sorry I have not had the time nor 
the good fortune to listen to their judgments, but I do not think I shall 
be justified in saving anything with regard to the observations that the 
TTon’hle Judges have made. But Sir, all that they have said is that 
when section ‘14 of the existing Act makes mention of the Civil Court 
that expression does not apply to the Original Side of the High Court; 
All that they have done is to say — if of course I have been able to follow 
Mr. Jalan aright — that section 34 which gives power t6 the Board to 
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issqe notices instructing the Civil Courts to stay its hand# with regard 
to a matter which has just come before the Board will not apply to 
tlue High Court. If T have been able to follow him rightly I can only 
mention that the High Court does not stand in our way in the least, for 
it is only the rural people who are seeking to get some relief through 
these Boards. And it the High Court have made any observations we 
• should be only too glad to see how far we can go to meet those observa- 
tions. 

Sir, in the next place Mr. .lalun has observed that these Hoards have 
been dealing with cases involving large amounts. I made my jxisition 
clear the other day on the subject of this particular matter when I said 
that Government had decided upon the maximum sum that could be 
dealt with by these Hoards under section 55, sub-section 2 (a). It is 
only a bit of legal phraseology that has got to l>o settled before we are 
able to publish it for the information and guidance of these Hoards. 
So far as that point is concerned the amending Bill has got nothing to 
do. 

My friend Mr. Morgan starts by saying that I should he well advised 
to come forward with to repeal ihe existing Act. 1 ran well 

appreciate his difficulties and 1 can only assure him that it is to remove 
these difficulties that this Amending Bill has l**cn brought forward. 
It is just to see that we get to the end of the huge amount of accumu- 
lation of cases that lias taken place before the Hoards that some of these 
joints have been considered to be essentially necessary. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about other difficulties? Why 
not bring in a comprehensive amending Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, these are 
some of the difficulties that I have mentioned. All the difficulties that 
we have been able to think of are mentioned in the Bill and my friend 
Mr. Jalan says that the Boards, composed of persons without legal 
knowledge, dispose of these matters and that such disposals are unsatis- 
factory. Sir, there is provision for apical at every step. Would he 
be surprised to bear when I sa\ that out of over 9 lakhs of cases, 
only 119 appeals were preferred before the Special Appellate Officers? 
There is no ba* to the lawyer appearing before the Appellate Officer. 
In some cases the Appellate Officer is a judicial officer, a senior Munsif 
and in other cases it is the Collector. 1 would have understood his 
difficulties if I wqre told that against the decision of these Boards 
there had been a large number of appeals. At every step there is an 
appeaf provided for. And if the parties are aggrieved and if they do 
not get satisfaction before the Boards, appeals could be taJten against 
decisions to court where the appeal could be arguea by lawyers. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Appeal does not lie. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Therefore, Sir, 

I submit with all respect, whatever may be his point of view it' does 
not affect the present question and there ha> been no grievance so far 
as that j>articular point is concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Bead the Calcutta Weekly Notm? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I wish ytu 

had read and understood it properly Dr. Sanyal. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: How can 1 understand it properly P 
I am not a lawyer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So please sit 

down. 

With regard to the other point that Mi. Jalan has mentioned, 
namely, about, section 4, we have thought of amending- the particular 
clause where instead of having an officer with judicial experience we 
have thought it fit to see that he should be a servant of the Crown. I 
wish he had asked me that question earlier so that I would have been 
able to give him an answer. The position is this: section 4 contem- 
plates the procedure to be adopted where members of a Board have tb 
l>e removed or Boards have to be dissolved. If a Board is dissolved, 
somebody must take charge of its affairs. Now if a Board is function- 
ing, say, 15 or 20 miles away from, a place where a Court is function- 
ing, who is to take charge of its affairs ? We cannot give it to a 
Munsif. We cannot depute a Munsif to take charge of the Board. 
Therefore he must lie a servant of the Crown with experience. By 
this is meant a Sulxlivisional Officer or a Circle Officer. Therefore we 
have suggested a servant of the Crown who is a Government officer. 
He may be a Circle Officer, or a Subdivisional Officer; and that is the 
idea with which this amendment has been contemplated. I submit 
no serious point has been raised which would lead me to afcree with 
this motion for circulation being accepted. I think, therefore, that 
there is no point which has been raised in this connection. So I oppose 
the motion for circulation and I command my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the motion moved by my friend 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Ray Ohoudhury, I am extremely sorry for not 
being able to accept his suggestion at this stage, although I have every 
sympathy for it. If 1 could know beforehand that he wanted to be an 
the Select Committee, I might have thought of him as a member of the 
Committee. I hope Mr. Tlav Choudhury will not misunderstand me. 
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Th© motion of Mr. P. Banerji that by way of amendment the Bill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th 
J&na, 1939, wa* then put and lost. 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath l)us Gupta that by way of amend- 
ment the Bill he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the loth dune, 1939, was then put and lost. 


Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE RAY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I beg leave 
to* withdraw the motion that stand* in my name, viz., that after the 
name of Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed, the following names he inserted, 
namely : — 

(1) Rai Bahadur dogesh Chandra Sen. and 
,, (2) Mr. Birendra Kisliore Ray Choudhury. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The main motion of the llon’hlc Mr. Mukunda Beburv Mullick that 
the Bengal Agricultural^ Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939, he referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra Roy, 

(2) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

• (3) Mr. d. W fH. Steven, 

(4) Maulvi llaji Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, 

(5) Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali, 

(6) Maulvi Muhammad Israil,* 

(7) Maulvi Abdul Humid Shah, 

(8) Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed, 

(9) Mr. Kiran Sunkar Roy, 

(10) Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur, and 

(11) the mover, 

• 

with instructions to submit their report as early as possible and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee he fixed at four, was then put, 
when Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta^rose to make a statement on behalf 
of the Oppositidh. 

Mr. JOGESH QHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, as a substantial section of 
the DyP° Hition > namely, the Krishak Praja party, has not been given 
any representation on the Select Committee, we feel that the Congress 
Assembly Party cannot work on the Select Committee under these cir- 
cumstances. 
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Mr. 1C 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I he# to submit that before dbawing 
up the list of members of the Select Committee, [ consulted the Rhief 
Whip of the Opposition. I told him that 11 would be the number, 
and that so many would !)e from the Congress and so many frop the 
other groups. I hope, Sir, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas will also bear 
me out about this matter. As far as the Opposition is concerned, I did 
actually consult the Chief Whip of the Opposition, but we have net 
recognised the other smaller groups of the Opposition. % 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, T am very sorry to con- 
tradict my friend . 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think 1 can allow a statement to be made 
as to what had happened. * 

a 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: In that case, Sir, I am sorry 
to inform you that names of the members of the Congress party should 
be withdrawn from the Select Committee. 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Sir. ! beg withdraw my name 
from the Select Committee. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 regret it is very difficult for me to allow any 
name being withdrawn at this stage unless Mr. Mullick is prepared 
to have the names withdrawn. r 


Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, Sir? 
The rules of the House, as they stand, reqirire that the consent of the 
member concerned should be taken. If the member is not willing to 
serve on the Select Committee, he canuot be forced to do so. ^he work 
in the Select Committee is of the nature of a public duty, which a 
member is called upon to perform. If you summon a member to serve 
on a Select Committee and he does'not like to come, that will be an 
insult to you, Sir, aud to the House. That is why if at this stage a 
member expresses his desire not to serve on the Select Committee, it is 
up to you to see that his name is withdrawn so that in future he may * 
not take such action as may reflect upon your own position. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I quite realise this point, but I feel I oannot dc 
anything at this stage for the simple reason that once I allow a latitude 
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ftke t^at it will be very difficult for me to manage the House. It is 
#«®£ to a Member up to the stage when a mover moves a motion for a 
SW^ct Committee, to consider whether that inemW or the party or the 
group to which he belongs should or should not participate in the Select 
Qomihittee. The consent of these two persons belonging to the Opposi- 
tion was received in my office . 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But the members have intimated 
just now that . 

Mr, SPEAKER: I)r. Kauyal, I cannot allow any discussion at this 
stage when I am going to give a ruling. T am prepared to hear what 
you have got to say, but 1 hope you will not disturb me when I am on 
my legs. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 only submit that at the stage 
when the consent of individual members is sought it is not possible for 
the members to know who are the other members going to be invited 
to serve on the Committee. It is only at a very late stage, particularly 
on an occasion like this, *that members of the Congress were approached 
for their consent. At. that stage, Sir, it was not possible for us to know 
whether any other mem tier was going to serve or not. As a matter of 
fact, you will find from the note circulated that, apart from the few 
members of Government — I mean the Coalition party — , the names of 
Congress party members were also not circulated. It was quite possible 
that other members were coming in, but bow could we know’ that? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I think I shall be able to give my final decision 
on this point. I quite realise this point, hut T may state that on the 
floor of this House the consent was received from the Opposition. I, as 
the Speaker of the House, cannot countenance any move intended to 
obstruct the coming in of any member of the Opposition to serve on the 
Select Committee. In the very beginning, these two names were 
moved. After that there was a discussion. Had I known about it in 
time I could have taken proper Bteps, but nothing was communicated to 
me. AftSr that, or even later, I was not informed of the facts, and 
when I was going to put it to vote it was not possible for me to allow 
any withdrawal. I was perfectly willing to give Mr. Mulliek a chance. 
I am sorry, but^during the whole 4ime there was nothing before me to 
show that it was not the desire of any party to participate in it. I shall 
explain further. These names, including those two names, are before 
the House since the motion is before the House. Therefore, it is not 
possible to omit those two names. In any case, I have no right to do so. 
The motion before the House is Mr. Mullick's motion, and Mr. Mulliek 
can withdraw any name with the leave of the House. Without the 
leave of the House, it cannot be done. 

16 
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The best course would have been if I were informed beforehand, 
to ask the Whip of the party to move a motion on short notice, *it. t 
that these two names be^ deleted; that would have been perfectly in 
order. But that not having been done, I do not think I can interfere 
at this stage. Therefore, I have to put Mr. Mullick’s motion to vote 
unless Mr. Mullick withdraws. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
enquire whether you will put all the names together, or you will put 
only these two names separately? 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I submit, Sir, that those two 
names should be put separately. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would have been very glad to do so if Mr. Mullick 
had moved his motion like that. There is great danger for the Speaker 
in having a motion bifurcated, unless the mover wants it himself. 
Under the rules, I cannot do it. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it is not an amendment, may I 
know how can it come in at all? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It came in as a motion. I think, Mr. J. C. Gupta, 
it is no use being blind to the facts. Hundreds of times in this House 
names have been added by a member as part of a substantial motion, 
and I hope Mr. Gupta will not challenge it. 


Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Exactly the same procedure has been followed 
here. In any case, I have to put it to vote. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra Roy, 

(2) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(3) Mr. J. W. R. Steven, 

(4) Maulvi Haji Tofel Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali, 

(6) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 
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Sir, honourable members may remember that section 62 was included 
in the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, which was passed by this 
House last year. But His Excellency the Governor thought that it 
was encroaching on section 299 of the Government of India Act. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I rise on a point of order, 

SirP 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl Sir, I do not like 

to be interrupted. 


Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of order, Dr. SanyalP 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, is the Hon’ble Minister entitled 
to quote the name of His Excellency the Governor either in support of 

his motion or in opposing some other motion? 

* 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I did uot hear what Sir Bijoy said. 

• Or. NALINAKftHA SANYAL: He said that His Excellency 

thought that section 52 was encroaching on section 299 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act. That is what he said. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am sorry 

that Dr. Sanyal should think it fit to interrupt me in this way, beoanee 
you may remember, Sir, that this Bill with the assent (Dr. Naunaksha 
Sanyal : Not assent, but recommendation) of the Governor was 
referred back to the House, with the suggestion that section 62 should 
be excluded. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think that both of you are right and both of 
you are wrong (Laughter); so far as Sir Bijov’s statement is concerned. 
Sir Bijoy wou^ have been perfectly in order if he bad said that Hi# 
Excellency did not consider that a particular section of the Bill should 
be a part of the old Bill, and that is why he hsp brought this Bill. 
Instead of that foe »aid that His Excellency thinks that section 52 
doe§ come in conflict with section 299. That is the real point of 
objection. Therefore while he is perfectly at liberty to refer to His 
Excellency the Governor so far as the message is concerned, he cannot 
do more than that. 
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Til* HM’Ml Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl I thought, Sir, ' 
that the message was an expression of opinion. Of course I hare not 
got before me exactly what the message was and I tried to explain what 
was the object of his sending back the Bill with his message. So Mo- 
tion 52 had to be taken out of the Bill and in that message, so far as 
I remember speaking from memory — His Excellency made it perfectly 
clear that he ‘hoped that Government would introduce a Bill to prevent 
abuse of section 52 : this was clearly mentioned in the message of His 
Excellency and now this Bill has been introduced just to fulfil that 
object. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order , Sir. Is the 
Hon'ble Minister in order to . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This time he is perfectly in order. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY. The object of this 
Bill is not to prevent landlords from claiming additional rent for in- 
creased area. Where there is actual increase, landlords will be entitled 
to claim increased rent. But a claim for additional rent on a fictitious 
increase of lapd, this Bill, if placed on the Statute Book, will he pre- 
vented. That is the sole object of this Bill. Government have found 
that there were many cases in which there was no increase of lanff, but 
by use of a standard of measurement which is less than the original 
standard of measurement the landlords claimed additional rent, though 
the boundaries of the holdings remained exactly the same and the area 
also remained exactly the same. There was a very large number of 
such cases in Bajshahi. That is why Government thought that in 
fairness to the tenants it was necessary that the Bill should be intro- 
duced to amend section 52 to prevent its abuse. I would like to 
impress upon the House that it does not take away the rights of 
landlords to demand additional rent for actual increase of area. 

Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of 
Muktagaoha: Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill. No doubt the 1 Hon’ble 
Minister is trying to explain what has already been clearly given 
decision on by the Civil courts and also by the Hon’ble High 
Court, I would like to mention the case referred to in 16 Calcutta 
Weakly Note *, page 921, in which it has been said “the standard by 
which the land was measured at the inception must be the same as that 
by which the excess is found, and the landlord has to prove that the 
same standard .was used on both the occasions.” Again in another 
oase in 35 C.L.J. 161: it is said “if the land was measured with a 
particular pole in the first instance, the same pole should have to be 
used in the determination of the excess”. 
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4 He said that under faise statement landlords try to get enhanced 
mmt. But, Sir, that is not true. Whenever landlords claim enhanced 
mat under section 52 he must prove that the same standard of measure* 
moat was used on both the occasions: if he can prove that, then and 
then only he can get enhanced rent. 

As regards boundaries, formerly and even now they are, in most 
cases, not so definitely stated that there cannot be any increment. It 
might adjoin a khas land or it might adjoin other lands in which the 
(boundaries are stated thus — north so and so, south so and so, east so 
and so and west so and so. If a portion of the land in the north is taken 
away, the boundary still remains the same, e.g., north so and so, south 
SO and so, east so and so and west so and so. It would be only right 
not to give false hopes to all parties and make them go into litigation 
which will result in only upsetting the relations between the landlords 
jand the tenants and no real benefits would accrue from the passing of 
this Bill. 

The motion that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1938, he 
taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 


Clause I. 

The motion that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. # 

. Clause 2. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

that in clause 2 (2) in proposed sub-section ( 1A ) of section 62, line 12, 
the word “similar” be deleted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may also move your amendment No. 74. 

e 

The tyon'Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg to move 

that in clause 2 (2) in line 13 of the proposed sub-section (1A) of section 
62, after the words “it shall be presumed”, the following words and 
brackets be inserted, namely, “(notwithstanding anything contained 
in any contract)”. * • 


Mr. SPEAKER: As regards your amendment So. 76 may I know 

the exact purpose of its latter portion. The first part is all right. 

%i » ’ 

Tkt Hm*M Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH RO)Tt The object of 
4ha Utter portio. of thie amendment U that where a tenant haa 
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encroached gradually on another tenant’s land and the landlord had to 
grant reduction of rent to that tenant for reduction in area, the pre- 
sumption would not apply. But with your permission, Sir, I propose 
to leave out the following lines from the amendment — “unless an equi- 
valent reduction of rent on account of reduction of area has been granted 
in respect of any or all of the contiguous tenures or holdings : ” 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please move it in an amended formF 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHANDilAR: Sir, the Hon’ble 

Minister has almost accepted my amendment, the only modification 
being in the latter part. I shall move my amendment as it is and would 
request the Hon’ble Minister to accept it. 

The Hon’bls Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: In that case he 
will have to move his amendment with my proviso. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: I will move my 

amendment Ibut you may accept it with your *proviso. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: That will serve 
my purpose. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I think the best way is to allow him to move his 
amendment and then you can move your amendment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: There is some difference 

between the two. In one case it is imperative. The Court cannot grant 
any increase in rent on account of increase in area. In the other it is 
“presumably”. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shamsuddin, you will probably be well 
advised to allow Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy to move his aipendment. 
Tours is a mere presumption and the other is a question of the Court’* 
doing it. I will ask Sir Bijoy to move his motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 2 (2) after the proposed sub-section (1A) of section 
62 , the following be inserted, namely: — . 

“(IB) When in a suit an increase in the actual area of thq tenure 
or holding is sought to be proved under clause {«) of sub- 
sectional), the Court shall enquire as to whefcfot the present 
area of the tenure or holding in suit is within the same 
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defined boundaries as set forth in the kabuHat or patta at 
the inception of the tenancy ; and if the Court finds that the 
present area of the tenure or holding in suit is within 
such boundaries no increase of rent shall be granted on 
account of increase of area: 

Provided that the provision of this sub-section shall not apply to 
any suit in respect of any tenure or holding of which any 
portion of the 'boundaries set forth in the kabuliat or the 
patta comprises a river or sea or land held khas by the land- 
lord or the Crown/’ 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I beg to move that in clause 2 

(2) after the proposed sub-section ( 1A ) of section 62, the following sub- 
sections be inserted, namely : 

“(1C) Notwithstanding any contract to the contrary the Court 
shall also enquire whether there was any kluis land of definite 
area of the landlord in the vicinity of the tenure or holding 
in suit at any time after the rent previously paid was 
settled and whether the tenant or his predecessor has actually 
made any encroachment of any specific area thereof. If no 
such proof is forthcoming it shall be presumed that there 
has been no increase in the actual area of the tenure or hold- 
ing in suit since the rent previously paid was settled/’ 

“(ID) Notwithstanding any contract to the contrary it shall be 
the duty of the landlord to satisfy the Court that no standard 
of measurement other than what was actually in use in the 
locality or pargana was .used at the time of settlement of the 
rent previously paid in respect of the tenure or holding in 
suit. If he fails to do so it shall be presumed that there has 
in fact been no increase in area of the tenure or holding in 
suit since the rent previously paid was settled.” 


Mr. 8hAM8UDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: I don’t move my 
motion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that to pro- 
posed sub-section (IB) of section 52, the following additional proviso be 
added, namely: — 

“Provided further that if there is no document creating the tenancy 
and if it he proved on enquiry that there is no river or sea 
or any Jand held khas by the landlord or the Crown or there 
was no such river or sea or any khas land of any landlord 
or of the Crown at any time in any of the boundaries of the 
land included in the tenancy, the Court shall hold that there 
was no increase in area/’ 
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Hf« SPEAKER I I have Admitted it. But supposing tike land *"d 
•es existed 2,500 years ego your section will he inoperative: It is only 
a matter of opinion. Youj section says there was no such river or sea 
or any land at any time. The tenancy originated in 1868 and the sea 
existed 2,600 years ago. Your amendment is there. Anyway I think 
it will ibe of no use to sit any further. We will discuss it on Monday. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned till 4*46 p.m. on Monday, the 3rd 
April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



ftoewdi » | » of the Bengal Legislative Assenbiy assembled 
drier the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday , 
* the 3rd April, 1939, at 4-46 p.m. 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Aziztjl Haqite, 
CM.*.) in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 208 members. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, it is my melancholy duty 
to refer to the sad death # of Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chow- 
dhury, of Santosh, on Saturday last at his Calcutta residence. A man 
of outstanding ability and refined culture he began his active public 
life from the days of the anti-Partition Agitation. He continued to 
remain in public life and served this province in various capacities till 
his death. He was* a member of the Greaves Commission which 
recommended the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive. He 
was first elected by the Dacca Landholders Constituency of the Bengal 
Legislative Council in March, 1925, and for a short time in that year 
was appointed the Minister in change of Local Self-Government and 
Excise Departments. On the reconstitution of the Council in 1927 he 
was again returned by the said constituency and was elected President 
on the 11th January, 1927, and similarly returned and re-elected 
President of the reconstituted Council in 1929. In this position he 
continued till the inauguration of the present Reforms when he was 
elected by the members of this Assembly to the present Bengal Legis- 
lative Council. 

As the President of the Legislative Council he was jealously anxious 
lor the dignity, prestige and honour of the Council and the mace which 
is before me was introduced at his mitiative and it was due to his firm 
stand that the Bengal Legislative Council Department was separated 
from the Legislative Department of the Government in 1932 as an 
autonomous department. * 

Created a Raja in 1910, he received his Knighthood in 1930 and six 
years ’liter he became a Maharaja. 

His premature death has been an irreparable loss to us. His 
towering personality and geniality of manners woukf be missed by the 
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entire province. I believe it is the wish of the Hone© that we should 
send a message of condolence to the members of the bereaved family 
and before doing that it would, I think, be only proper for the Leader 
of the House and for the leaders of the other groups to make some 
references about him. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is with a sense of 

almost unutterable sorrow that 1 rise to say a few words on this melan- 
choly occasion. The death of Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Roy, 
mourned by all of us, has come to me as a personal loss. I made his 
acquaintance more than 25 years ago and since then we have been 
associated in public and private life in ties of the closest friendship and 
co-operation. I was a member of the Bengal Legislative Council in 
the days when he was the President and I can bear personal testimony 
to the tribute which you have paid to his impartiality as a President 
and to the jealous manner in which he guarded the rights and privi- 
leges of the House. I cannot add to what you have said so eloquently 
but I would only say that his loss came to all of us with terrific 
suddenness. Only six days before his death I had occasion to meet him 
and talk to him. He appeared to me to have been in the best of 
health. No one could have known who had known and met him 
intimately that his end was so near. Sir, it reminds us of the saying 
that even in the midst of our life we are in death and that death which 
comes with such terrific suddenness also has a lesson for us which ve 
should never forget, namely, that we should always be prepared for 
the end and so to mould our life that we may not have any reason to 
give occasion to our friends to regret that we have not lived peacefully 
up to a high standard. So far as ( the late Maharaja is concerned, he 
was a man who had very few enemies. He had so many friends that 
it is impossible for me at the present moment to actually gauge the 
loss which Bengal has sustained by his sudden death. I join you in 
the tribute you have paid to his memory and I think it is but fitting 
that this House should place on record its sense of personal loss and 
that our sincere condolence be conveyed to the bereaved family. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
associate myself with what has fallen from you regarding the 
irreparable loss Bengal has suffered in the unexpected death of 
Maharaja Bahadur of Santosh. We who are in the Opposition had the 
privilege of working in the old Bengal Council over which he presided 
so ably. We always felt that he held the scales even and if at any 
time there was a leaning shown, it must be admitted that he always 
gave facilities to the opposition as a President. He belonged to the 
Liberal school of politics and he always endeared himself to those 
whom he met and had to work with. We are all aware, Sir,* that he 
was a keen lover of sports. There is hardly anybody who had devoted 
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hipaeelf so whole-heartedly to sports, and who had displayed the 
aborting spirit like the late Maharaja. Bengal is poorer to-day by the 
death of a worthy son of this province. All that we can do is to pray 
that his soul may rest in peace. I wholeheartedly, on behalf of the 
Opposition, associate myself with what has fallen from you and the 
Leader of the House. 

AIU. W. C. WORDSWORTHS Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the absence of 
the Leader of this Group I would say a few words on behalf of the 
Group. Most Europeans who have played any part in public life of 
recent years reckoned the Maharaja of Santosh among their friends, 
and there was none, whether he knew him personally or not, but admired 
his rich and many qualities. Here in this Assembly we think of him 
chiefly as one who for many years took part in and then ruled our 
deliberations. As a politician the Maharaja showed himself capable 
from the first, capable in speech, capable in debate, capable because of 
his clear and definite views and because of his ability in expressing 
them. Then came a time when he was elected to the Chair and from 
that moment he showed wonderful gifts of ruling debate, gifts that 
made us in that Council’ proud to be ruled by him, proud to obey his 
ruling, gifts that have done much to build up the traditions under 
which we work here to-day. We know, too, of his activity in many 
other fields to which 1 shall not refer in detail. He never spared him- 
self. He gave freely from a rich nature to his own generation and to 
generations to come, and we shall always remember him ns a great son 
of Bengal.- 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I associate 
myself with what has fallen from you and the previous speakers on 
this mournful occasion. The Maharaja of Santosh devoted himself to 
the service of his people from a very early age. I remember here a 
speech which he made from the platform of the Congress so long ago as 
1900. He* was speaking then on the Excise administration of Govern- 
ment. Since then he never stinted in his endeavours to be of servioe 
to the public, and he shed lustre on whatever he took up. We had 
occasion in this House to watch the manner in which he shouldered the 
duties of a member of this House. He was clear in his expression and 
he always obeyed the rules of procedure and of the oonduct of debate 
that we desire to see established ki this House. When he was elected 
President he filled that office with dignity and with knowledge. His 
decisions were prompt and correct, couched in language of dignity. 
There was hardly .an occasion on which there was dissatisfaction with 
his order. As has been pointed out, he devoted his energies not only 
to the’ work of this House but also to other public activities. We have 
heard of his contribution in the field of sports. It was this hard 
which probably broke him down. He seldom knew any respite. The 
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result has been that we have lost a great and good worker, and vrrhgVfe 
now to mourn hie lose. I wholeheartedly associate myself with what 
has fallen from you, Sir,- and from the other speakers, and I request 
you to convey our heartfelt condolence to the bereaved family. 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 had not the good fortune, 
as I was late, to hear what has fallen from you. But ao far as I knew 
the late Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, of Santosh, I 
knew him to be a perfect gentleman, a keen lover of sports, and one 
who from his very early days dabbled in politics. When we were 
students, we saw him taking part in politics under Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerji. Thereafter we had occasion to enter into the Legislature as 
members, and there I knew him as President of the old Legislative 
Council from 1927 to 1930. I found him, Sir, to be a capable President, 
regulating the debates of the House skilfully and ably. Thereafter 
when I resigned my seat from the then Council, I had no occasion to 
know him inside the Legislature. But I knew him to be a perfect 
gentleman in social life, and as has already been said, till the day he 
breathed his last he took a very keen interest in sports. I understand, 
Sir, even on the day before he died he attended a meeting of some 
Association in which sports were discussed and he took part in the 
heated discussion, and possibly that caused high blood pressure in him. 
Sir, we mourn to-day the loss of an able son of Bengal. We might 
differ in politics from him, but all the same he was a worthy son of 
Bengal. Sir, I associate myself on behalf of my party with what has 
fallen from you and the other members of the House, and I hope you 
will send on behalf of the Assembly a message of condolence to the 
members of the bereaved family. u 

Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER : Sir, on behalf of my party and 
myself I express our deep sense of sorrow at the sad demise of the 
Maharaja of Santosh, the distinguished and illustrious son of Bengal, 
who made himself prominent in many spheres of public life. I join 
issue in mourning bis loss along with my previous speakers. 

< 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to associate myself 
9 with what has been said by you as well as by my predecessors regard- 
ing the death of the Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, of 
Santosh. Sir, by his death a towering personality has been removed 
from Bengal, and ;Lt has created a void which will never be filled up. 
He was the President of the old Legislative Council and he has made 
a name which will never be forgotten. He was the finest specimen of 
old landed aristocracy who made their relations with the tenantry eo 
cordial. By his loss not only the eamindars but the tenants also have 
lost a great friend. The sporting world also has lost a great, patron. 
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W« mourn his loss to-day. I ctpress my sincere oomdoienoe, and I 
wish you, 8ir, to oonvey the same, to the members of the bereaved 
Umily. 


Mr. L. T. MACUIRE: Sir, I rise to join in the tribute paid by 
yourself and the other members on this sad oooasion. The Maharaja 
of Santosh was undoubtedly a great figure in Bengal public life. His 
contributions were varied and generous, both in kind and ability. I 
knew him particularly as the President of the Council under the old 
Constitution. By his ability and character he won the esteem and 
respect of all sections of the community. Bengal has certainly suffered 
a great loss. We cannot spare men of his oalibre and character in our 
public life to-day. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: 1 hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will now 
kindly rise in your seat to signify vour consent to send a message of 
condolence to the members of the bereaved family. 

(All the members having risen in their seats) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will do the needful. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answer was given) 

• • 

Additional grant for tho Free Primary Education Scheme for 

Mymensingh. 

• 

*304. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Education Department considering the desirability of 
granting an additional amount towards the Free Primary Education 
Scheme for the district of Mymensingh? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): Out of the additional provision of 
Rs. 5 lalchs in the current year’s budget for the improvement of pri- 
mary education, a sum of Rs. 2,21,000 hag been allotted to the District 
School Board of Mymensingh. 

• 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any additional amount yraa allotted to the 
District School Bqard of Mymensingh in 1938-39? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The District School Board 
of Mymensingh has been asked to submit more detailed proposals. If 
more money is required, certainly it will he given. 
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Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether schools started under the present scheme are sufficient 
enough to accommodate t}i© total number of students, and if not, are 
Government ready to start more schools, as demanded by the public P 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise here. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
teachers of primary schools in Mymensingh are not getting regularly 
their monthly salaries for want of funds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HI*: I am not aware of that, 
Sir. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if this grant is recurring? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The budget provision is 
not recurring, but provision will be made from year to year as necessity 
arises. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: It is understood that out 
of Us. 5 lakhs, a sum of Us.* 2,21,000 has been granted to the Mymen- 
singh District School Board. Will the Hon’ble Minister be prepared 
to grant similar sums to other District School Bo&rds if they put for- 
ward a demand for the same? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the amount of educational cess that has been realised during the 
year 1938-39, and also the amount required for the purpose of starting 
primary schools? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your question ? 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the amount of educational cess that has been realised during the 
year 1938-39, and also the amount required for the purpose of starting 
primary schools? ° 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The first portion of your question does not arise. 
The second portion, however, does arise, viz., what is the amount of 
money needed for starting primary schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HlfQ: Sir, I do not remember 
the figures. I want notice. 
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Establishment of Debt Settlement Boards in Siliguri. 

•, *305. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTAS (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department aware that in the Siliguri subdivision of the 
Darjeeling district no Debt Settlement Boards under the Agricultural 
Debtors Act have yet been established P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of extending the Agricultural Debtors Act 
to and establishing Debt Settlement Boards in the subdivision without 
delay ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Bohary Mullick): (a) Yes. 

( b ) The extension o£ the Act will be considered when recommenda- 
tions to this effect are received from the local officers. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether recommendations have been called for from 
the looal officers? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question has been answered several times 
before. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in 
his answer (b) says: “The extension of the Act will be considered 
when recommendations to this effect are received from the local 
officers”. I want to know whether recommendations have been called 
for from* the local officers. 

TlM Hoil’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, it is not 
necesary to call for recommendations. Whenever a necessity is felt, 
the local officers do send recommendations for consideration by 
Government. • 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Do Government consider the 
desirability of making an enquiry as to whether there is a necessity in 
the Siliguri subdivision of the district of Darjeeling? 

17 
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The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I have 
not been able to follow the question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA N^TH DATTA: Do Government consider the 
desirability of making an enquiry as to whether there is a necessity for 
giving relief in the Siliguri subdivision of the Darjeeling district P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I do not 

think that there is any such necessity at this stage. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No necessity P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANUAN THAKUR: With refeieuce to answer 
(6), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that Government are averse to extending the operation of the Act unless 
recommendations from the local aufhorities are forthcoming P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 think 
I have answered a large number of questions of exactly this nature, and, 
perhaps, several from this honourable member, wherein I have stated 
that the initial steps are to Ibe taken by the local officers. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the'Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what makes him think that there is no necessity ^for 
establishing debt settlement boards in that subdivision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If there is 
any necessity, certainly it will be reported by the local officers, and their 
recommendations will come to Government for consideration. 

Working of Free Primary Education 8oheme particularly in 
Mymensingh. 

•306. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that attendance in free priuary school has not been made 
compulsory; and 

\ii) that the introduction of free primary education in several 
districts of the province has not had the desired effect? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether thdre was 
any appreciable rise in the number of students in the district of 
Mymensingh after'the introduction of the Scheme? 
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(c) If so, to what extent? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
boys attending primary schools before and after the introduction of the 
Scheme ? 

( e ) What steps, if any, do the Government propose to take to make 
the primary education compulsory? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(6) There has been an appreciable rise in the number of students in 
boys’ primary schools. 

(c) The percentage of increase in the case of boys’ schools is 389 
and of girls’ schools *5. 

( d ) Before introduction the number of boys was 135,046 and after 
introduction 182,926. 

( e ) Primary education will be made compulsory in areas in which 
the facilities provided justify compulsion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’blo Minister 
be pleased to state, in view of the fact that the scheme has been 
successfully introduced in Mymensingh, whether he will consider the 
desirability of making grants to other districts also? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLJJL HUQ: As 1 have frequently 
stated in this House, it is impossible to introduce free and compulsory 
education unless and until the education is made universal. 
Although we have started the scheme in Mymensingh, we have not 
yet been able to fill the whole of the district with primary schools. 
As soon as we have been able to fill the whole district with primary 
schools, we* will certainly consider the question of introducing primary 
education in other districts. 

# 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (b), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why there is no 
corresponding rise in the number # of girls in primary schools in the 
district of Mymensingh? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: One reason seems to be 
that in* the lowest two classes we have got co-education, which cannot 
be pursued further beyond the last two classes, further, we have 
not been able to introduce separate schools for boys and girls as our 
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funds do not permit it. It is more or less a question of funda for 
meeting the needs of the districts. Want of funds does not permit us 
to extend the operation -of the Primary Education Act in the case 
both of boys and girls beyond a certain stage. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (d), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, if he is in a position to 
say it here and now, what is the number of children of school-going 
age in the various districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. It is 
teally an interesting question* 

Khan 8atlib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps Government propose to take to fill the 
districts with the necessary number of schools, to introduce free and 
compulsory primary education? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is more or less in the 
hands of the District School Boards to push on with the establishment 
of primary schools. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of his answer, whether Government are pre- 
pared to make additional grants for increasing the number of primary 
schools in the district of Mymensingb, in addition to what has already 
been given ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the grants are dis- 
tributed with reference to the needs of the various districts, and 
Mymensingh, being the first in the list, will certainly have the lion’s 
share. But I am not in a position at the present moment to say 
whether Government will be able to meet the demand, but we will 
do our best. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: With referenced answer 
(e), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us some idea of the 
standard of facilities that justify compulsion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is too vague a question. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, in answer ( e ) the 
Hon’ble Minister says: ‘‘Primary education will be made compul- 
sory in areas in which the facilities provided justify compulsion”. 

I want him to give me an idea of the standard of facilities that justify 
tom pulsion. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I, Sir, supplement Mr. 
Haehemy's question? What is the nature of facilities which justify 
compulsion ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ» I shall try to make my 

, position clear. Sir, I feel, and I am sure that my opinion will be 
shared by many, that before we can compel a guardian to send his 
child to school, we ought, in all fairness, to provide for him facilities 
for giving education free of charge. But so long as there am 
not a sufficient number of these schools in a particular area, it would 
be cruel to impose compulsion. As soon as sufficient number of 
schools come into existence where the boys can go, then it will be 
time for us to introduce compulsion so that no child of school-going 
age may be left without education. It is for us to provide the 
schools first and then to introduce compulsion. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when compulsory education is likely to be estab- 
lished at least in the district of Myrnensingh? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as Myrnensingh is 
concerned, I can only give an idea: I expect that in the course of a 
year the whole of the district will be filled with primary schools and 
after the lapse of a year, the time will come for us to consider the 
question of introducing compulsion. 

• 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With regard to com* 
pulsion, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he thinks it 
necessary to take similar steps as in England to enforce compulsion 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I do not allow the question of other district* 
and you are talking of England ! So it does not arise. 


Clerks in Presidency and Central Circles of the Communications and 
Works Department. 

e 

*307. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing-- 

(t)* the number of clerks in the lower and upper grades serving at 
present in the Presidency and Central Circles; and 
(ti) the number of Muhammadans in each grade in each Circle? 
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( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the num- 
ber of Muhammadans has reached the quota in each of those Circles? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble ^Minister be pleased to state the mimber of 
vacancies which have occurred there since the is«ue of the circular for 
increasing the number of Muhammadan clerks? 

(d) How many of the said vacancies have been filled up by Muham- 
madans? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
derks in those two Circles who have attained the age of 55 years with 
the due dates of their retirement from Government service in each case? 

(/) How many extensions of service have been granted to each of 
them with reasons for extension in each case? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of stopping 
the practice of granting extensions? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar): (a) A statement giving the desired information is laid on the 
table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Thirteen in the Presidency Circle and .14 in the Central Circle. 

( d ) Eight in the Presidency Circle and 11 in fhe Central Circle. " 

(e) and (/) Ten clerks in the Presidency Circle have attained the age 
of 55 yeurs and none in the Central Circle. No question of extending 
the service of a clerical officer however arises until he has attained the 
age of GO years; there is no such officer in the Presidency Circle. 

(g) Does not arise. 
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Appointment of Cooperative Inspectors and Auditors. 

•308. Mr. ABUL H0*8AIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately, district 
by district, the names of persons appointed direct as — 

(a) Inspectors and 

(b) Auditors 

of Co-operative Societies in Bengal since the present Ministry came in 

power P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: A statement is 
laid on the Library table. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: va l wig WCs fa state- 
ment frr tiJfara ^rr c?n:<r cSfasr ?mnT vcro fr? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Because it is 
a very long one. 


Subordinate Accounts clerks. 

•309. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is a cadre 
under the Subordinate Accounts Service as Passed Accounts clerks wit’ll 
a scale of Rs. 75 — 5 — 100? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) by whom these clerks are controlled and financed; 

(it) what is the actual number of these clerks and what is the 
period of service; 

(tit) what is the qualification of 'these officers; , 

(iv) did all these clerks serving at present pass the recruiting 
examination, i.e., Divisional Accountship Examination held 
by the Auditor-General ; and * 

(t>) if so, with what result? 

(c) Is there any Government circular regarding the procedure to be 
observed in filling up the vacancies of this department? 
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(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to place a copy of 
it on the table? 

(e) How many Hindu clerks have been discharged during 1937-39 ? 

( f) How many Hindu clerks have been superseded by persons other 
than the Hindus ? 

(g) What is their nationality ? 

( h ) What is their qualification? 

(i) What was the period of services of the discharged clerks? 

(j) Are these posts pensionable? 

(Jc) Do these clerks get the benefit of Contributory Provident Fund? 
(1) If not, why not? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Ooeeimbazart 

(a) There is a cadre of Passed Accounts clerks for the Accounts Branch 
of the Executive Engineers’ offices. The scale of pay is Ha. 75 — 5 — 100 
(old) and Rs. 75 — 5/2 — 90 (revised). 

(b) (?) They are paid* by the Provincial Government and controlled 
by the Accountant-General, Bengal, on their behalf. 

(ii) The total number of these clerks is 37 including 12 temporary 
or officiating men. Twenty-eight have served for 10 to 15 years and 9 


fpr less than 4 years. 

(Hi) M.A. or M.Sc. ... 3 

B.Sc., B.L. ... 1 

B.A. and B.Sc. ... 22 

B. Com. ... 6 

Passed I.A. examination ... 2 

Passed Matric examination ... 3 

Total ... 37 


(iv) and (v) Yes, they have all passed either the Divisional Account- 
ants’ examination or any of its prescribed equivalents. 

( c ) Yes, there are several such circulars. 

(d) Government are not prepared to furnish copies of circulars 
issued to their officers. 

(«)• Three, who were appointed in officiating capacities. 

(J) Five, who were appointed in officiating capacities. 

( g ) Muslim. 
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(h) Four are B.A.’s and 2 have passed the Matric examination. 

(i) They had rendered non-continuous officiating service for 6, 3 and 
2 years, respectively. 

(j) No, as they were not permanent. The permanent posts in the 
cadre are pensionable. 

(k) No. 

( l ) The Contributory Provident Fund Rules do not apply to the cadre 
of Passed Accounts clerks. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there has been a Government 
circular as a result of which the Hindu Officers who have been serving 
temporarily for a number of years have got to wait for their chance 
until the requisite quota of Muslim appointments has been reached? 

The Hovt’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimtazar: 

Yes, I think, there is such a circular. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that some of these passed accounts 
clerks were recruited by the Accountant-General’s Department on the 
distinct understanding that they would he appointed permanently if 
and when there would be permanent vacancies in the department? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I have no knowledge about the understanding referred to. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aw T are that in a number of cases the depart- 
mental heads had recommended confirmation of these officers and their 
recommendations have been lying with the Government for a long 
time? 

4 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am not aware if the particular cases referred to by the honourable 
member were recommended by the freads of the department for con- 
firmation but it is a fact that they were serving in a temporary 
capacity for some periods, as I have already stated in my reply. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government are proposing to compensate these 
Hindu officers who^have suffered as a result of the Communal arrange- 
ments P 
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The Hon’KHa Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Ooaaimbarar: 

No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that comparatively junior men — men with 
less qualifications than some of these senior Hindu officers, who have 
• been serving even before the introduction of the present constitu- 
tion — have been placed over the lieadvS of these competent Hindu 
officers and there lias been no justification made out in the files of these 
persons for the samel" 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are so many questions; will you please put 
one question at a time? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister received a 
deputation and i presume that it is within his knowledge that there 
has been a great injustice done to these men. What is the good of 
evading the answer? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If is not within my knowledge. So will you 
please put your specific question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if iUis a fact that there are a number of Hindu officers 
who had served for a very long period and then were superseded by 
comparatively junior and less experienced men? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ceesimbazar: 

First of all, I may state that there is no question of evading the answer 
as alleged by the honourable member. I may also state that 1 never 
had the privilege of receiving the deputation which the honourable 
member mentioned. The new appointments were made in the place 
of those officers who were serving in a temporary capacity for a 
number of years. As regards the question whether the new incum- 
bents had lesser or higher qualification in comparison to those who 
were temporarily employed before them, I am afruid T cannot say 
off-hand. 

Dr. NALINfeKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the qualifications respectively of each of these Muslim 
candidates who have been taken on in supersession* of the incumbents 

who had been working there in an officiating capacity? 

1 « 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, * Coanmbazarl 

I want notice. 
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Dr. NALINAK9HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if it is a fact that there is at least one gentleman who 
is an M.A. and who had been serving with great credit for more than 
10 years, and who had reached the maximum of the scale and who now 
finds himself subordinated to an ordinary Matriculate? 

The HwYble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA KANDY, ef Cossimbazar: 

I am afraid I cannot answer that question without notice. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: w fmm 

mzz fa ethiwh— ' fcfa w (h) w^srB.a. w 

KJ9R nPT candidates TOST tRitiica 55T?T fa Divisional Account* 

ship Examination ®(W fav^ equivalent examination A Wfaf 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA KANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 believe so. 


Payment of conveyance and fooding charges, etc., to jurors. 

•310. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the jurors are paid only third class 
train and steamer fare and no additional sum is paid to meet their cooly, 
conveyance, fooding and other expenses during the journey? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the positive, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate payment as 
travelling allowance to the jurors to cover journey fare, cooly, fooding, 
conveyance and other expenses during the journey? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (fl) The allowance is paid according to rule 1 of Notifica- 
tion No. 4666 J., dated the 9th June, 1932, which lays dow r n* that “A 
daily allowance of not less than Re. 1 and not more than Rs. 5 which 
should not exceed the actual travelling expense, for the first day of 
attendance at Court or when discharged without being chosen to serve 
as juror or assessor.” ‘ 

Actual travelling expense is interpreted not to include anything on 
account of food. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble .Minister be 
pleased to state how long will Government take to consider the matter? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadurs 

As aoon as funds are available they will be distributed. 

Babu NjAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the travelling' allowance that is granted is adequate 
in his opinion ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It depends on the judgment of the court. The court has got ample 
latitude in a matter like this. If my friend will read the answer 
lie will find that the court has the power of assessing and distributing 
from Re. 1 to Rs. 5. It means that the court has Wen given full 
discretion in the matter. In this connection I may tell my friend that 
these people do not come from a very long distance. Probably when 
the question is asked in this House the people are under the impression 
that these jurors and assessors come from a distance of 200 miles, 
in various sorts of conveyances, but they do not come from such a 
long distauce. If they come from lieyowl 5 miles they can be paid 
from Re. 1 to 11s. 5. 

• 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYiTOnfc W, vrm aro* frs? ** =nti 

Mr. SPEAKER; What is your question? 

* Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY ! Sf*£( C? *£35" 

tr^f m fai; mix ** tot to fa *t? cn 

2KTO; TO =atl fcfa avoid CRT W FtirsiTO l «TTfa UKJB 

cnt 5TTO m fT$T CRT* fal^ 3TTO CW TOST *1 

fa 5tr? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My friend ought to understand that the circular simply sayN that the 
district court has the right of giving from Re. 1 to Rs. 5 by way of 
allowance. In this connection I may say that whenever the jurors 
appear ^efore a court, they submit their travelling allowance bills to 
the court, and the court in consideration of those bills assesses the 
amount which should be paid to the jurors. I do not understand why 
my friends fail to understand my reply. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state what class of railway and steamer fares these jurors 
are paid P • 

* • 

Th« Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My reply would be the name. * 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that from the nature of the 
conveyance used, a juror is paid from Re. 1 to Rs. 5. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to consider the desirability of reviewing this notification 
and granting a reasonable allowance? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. R4A8IK LAL BI8WA8: Sir, $ft tocor ca 

we have not understood him 3ft 3T 3^1 «nf3F. en xrCHf* C3T3, 
ST nt'i® ®uft III class OX 

WA 8 b?i u^r ftx^: raxr 33 xt, dfcr nsr ft xr, yes 

m no rtxt 43 isxre iptfftxro fro ft xr? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want to tell my friend that if the steamer fare is just 2 annas, still 
the court cannot pay less than Re. 1. 


Recruitment of Judges and Magistrates from the Bar. 

* 

• 311 . Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleaoed to state 
what is the present number of — 

(1) District and Sessions Judges, 

(2) Judges of the Small Cause Court, Calcutta, and 

(3) Presidency Magistrates, including Municipal Magistrates, 

recruited from the Bar? 

(h) How many of them are — 

(i) Hindus, 

(it) Muslims, 

(in) Scheduled Castes, 

(tv) Buddhists, and r 

( v ) other minorities in those posts? 

( 0 ) W as any mefnber of the Scheduled Castes or Buddhist community 
appointed to any of these posts? If so, when? 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of appointing candidates belonging to these 
communities to tlmse posts, in future vacancies? 
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The Hon’Me Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur! 

(a) and ( b ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) None of the present incumbents belongs to the Scheduled Castes- 
or Buddhist community. 

( d ) If suitable candidates present themselves their claim will receive* 
sympathetic consideration. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (<i) and (h) to starred 
question No. 311. 


(«) 


(&) 

f A. ^ 

(t) (it) (Hi) to (v) 


(1) .. 4 2 2 Nil 

(2) 5 1 4 Nil 

(3) 3 2 1 Nil 

Maulvi AZHAR ALIS With reference to statement (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if there are at present two 
Muhammadan and two Hindu Judges excluding the Chief Judge who 
is officiating in the High Court? 


The Hon’ble Nayab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs; 

Probably so. 

Public Prosecutors in Calcutta Police Courts. 

*312. Khan8ahib MD. 80LAIMAN: (a) Will the Ilon’blc Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and legislative Department be pleased to state- 
how many Public Prosecutors are there at the present time in the 
Calcutta Police Courts? 

(6) Are they all salaried officers or paid in fees for each caseP 

(c) \Wll the Government be pleased to state what amount of salary 
or fees each of them is drawing annually on an average? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister^be pleased to state — 

(t) in how many cases private practitioners were engaged by the 
Government to assist the Public Prosecutor and the Assistant 

Public Prosecutor; 

• 

\:/)» what amount of fees have been paid by the Government ta 
private practitioners engaged to assist the Public Prosecutor 
' or the Assistant Public Prosecutor; . 
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“ (in) in how many cases Hindu and ' lfuhanunadan lawyers rc&peo- 

' tively were engaged by the Gbvernmettt in the years 1937 
and 1938; and 

(iv) what amount of money had been paid to Hindu and Muhaji- 
madan lawyers respectively by way of fees in such ^|ses 
during the period? jfc 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a large number of Muham- 
madan lawyers with several years’ practice are practising in the Police 
Courts ? 

( f ) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a Muhammadan as third Public Prosecutor for the purpose? 

(g) Is it in the contemplation of Government to form a panel of 
lawyers to conduct such cases which had hitherto 'been given to private 
practitioners P 

( h ) If so, does the Hon’ble Minister propose including Muhammadan 
lawyers in the panel? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) In the Calcutta Police Courts there are at present one Public Prose- 
cutor and one Junior Public Prosecutor. 

(h) Both of them are whole-time salaried officers. 

(c) The present pay of the Public Prosecutor is Rs. 1,300 a month 
in the scale of Rs. 1,200 — 100/2 — 1,600 and the present pay of the 
Junior Public Prosecutor is Rs. 1,050 a month iii the Beale of Rs. 600 — 
600 — 650 — 50 — 1 ,200. 

(d) (i) By the Government of Bengal — 

In 1937 — Three cases only. 

In 1938 — Two cases only. 

(it') In 1937— 

Babu Halidas Sen at Rs. 10 a day 

Maulvi M. Azizul Huq at Rs. 17 a day 

Total 


Rs. 

. 150 
. l 119 

. 269 

. 260 
. 260 


In 1938— 

Babu Lalit K. Saha at Rs. 10 a day 
Babu Lalit K. Saha at Rs. 10 a day 


Total 


... 520 



'■ ^QffESTIONS.* ^ : 

■’ w There was a speofat Customs Cast* (Emperor vs. lioh'itram and others) 
..Conducted by the Government of Bengal which started in 1937, and ‘ 

S ded in 1938. That case was conducted by outside lawyers (not by *-• 
(i Public Prosecutor or the Junior Public Prosecutor) and the follow- 
ing fees were paid to them for that case : — 




1937. 

1938. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Babu K. D. 

Sen 

.. 731 

3,247 

Balm S. K. 

Chatter j co 

440 

1,900 


(???) In one case in 1937, one Muhammadan lawyer was engaged as 
junior to Public Prosecutor. Tn all other cases in 1937 and 1938. Hindu 
lawyers were engaged. 

(iv) Vide details under (it) above. 

(e) Only* 15 or 10 Mjihanimadan lawyers practise in tin* Police 
Courts. 

(/) to (//) The two Public Prosecutors and the Court Inspectors are 
enough to conduct all the eases in the Calcutta Police Courts. There 
is no necessity of a l^ird Public Prosecutor or a panel of pleaders. 

Some cases have be^n conducted by the Government of India under 
the direction of the Solicitor for that Government. This Government 
had no concern with these cases. # 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will Government considet the 
desirability of introducing a panel of pleaders with a certain number 
of Muslim lawyers? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That h as been answered. 


Realisation of rents of Khas Mahal Jotes by the operation of Sunset Law 
• in Chittagofog district 

•313. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the operation of the provisions of the Sunset Law (Act II of 1859) has 
been extended by the Board of Revenue to the rents of the Khas Mahal 
jotes bearing jamas of Rs. 10 and upwards in the district of Chittagong, 
with effect from next March? 
lft 
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# „ m 1 <v * i 

ft) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for taking this method of rent 
realisation in preference to the usual certificate procedure suspended 
temporarily? 

(c) Is it a fact that some jotedan s submitted a memorial, dated the 
22nd January, 1939, lo fhe Hon’ble ('Ilief Minister during his visit to 
Chittagong praying for — 

(?) the cancellation of the said order of the Board of Revenue; 

(it) the amendment of Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913, by 
repealing the section which levies 121 per cent, interest on 
the arrears of rent ; and 

(Hi) the modification of the said Act by reducing the process-fees 
from annas 12 and Re. 1-4 to annas 8 and annas 12 
respectively? 


(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what steps, if any, have the Government 
taken or do they propose to take in the near future in the matter? 


MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) No. It is not under 

the orders of the Board of Revenge but under the statutory provisions 
contained in section 11 of Act VII of 1868 that the Collector is now 
applying the Sale Law to jotes in Khas Mahals bearing jamas exceeding 
Rs. 100. Instructions have however been issued by the Board to 
administer the Sale Law in these cases as leniently as possible. 

(b) As the certificate procedure is no longer in vogue there is no 
question of any other procedure being adopted in preference to it. Sale 
of jofes, however, was resorted to even when the certificate * procedure 
was in operation. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) As regards the prayer for amendment of the Pubic Demands 
Recovery Act, it* may be pointed out that, by virtue of' the recent 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, the rate of interest leviable 
on arrears of rent under section 3 (6) of the Public Demands Recovery 
Act has already been reduced to 6| per cent. 

V 

The other prayers are still under consideration. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state with reference to answer (a), whether the 
present exclusive operation of Art VII of 1808 is causing greater hard- 
ship to the khas mahal Jotedars or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Government do 
not think so. 


Site for the Agricultural Farm in Chittagong. 

•314. Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: \ ( n Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether any site for the proposed Agricultural 
Farm in Chittagong has been selected and acquired? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state — 

(i) where is that site and when was it acquired; 

(it) whether in selecting the site the local M.L.A.’s were consulted; 

(in) what is the area required foi the proposed farm; 

(iv) whether the Selected site is within or outside the Municipal 
area; and 

• 

(r) whether the selected site is within a village 01 in an isolated 
place ? 

(c) If no final selection has yet been made, will the Hon’ hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of consult- 
ing the local M.L.A. before the selection of the site? 

(d) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate visiting (Chittagong in 
this connection? 

MINISTER ih charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) The site 
has not yet been selected. Necessary’ provision for Acquisition of land 
has been made in frhe budget for 1939-40. 

• 

» (fc) (t), (it), (iv) and (v) Do not arise. 


(Hi) About 37 acres. 
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( c ) The selection o I t%e site will be done by a Site Selection Com- 
mittee. The local M.L.A.’s will be at liberty to represent their views 
to that Committee. 

(d) No. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the Site Selection Committee will 
be directed to consult the local M.L.As.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The local M.L.As., if 
they like, will he able io represent their views before the Committee. 


Extension of Bengal Tenancy Act in the Western Duars Khas Mahals. 

*315. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a)~Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
extending the Bengal Tenancy Act in its entirety in the Western Duars 
Government Khas Mahal, district Jalpaiguri? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the negative, what are the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Government 
propose to take up the question in connection with Mr. Stuart’s report 
on the Khas Mahal Administration. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the approximate time by which Mr. Stuart’s Report 
is likely In come up for consideration by this House? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The matter is 
under consideration and it is very difficult to give any approximate 
time. 


Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to the 
whole of the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister, will he be pleased 
to state what are the circumstances under which a particular area is 
considered to be fit for the operation of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the Duars 
is considered to v be undeveloped. It is not developed to that extent 
as other parts of Bengal where the Bengal Tenancy Act is applicable. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Educational institutions in Chittagong district. ** 

116. Dr. SANAULLAH: Will tlu* Hon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Education Department he pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, thana by t liana, tor the ('hittagong district and for the 
present time — 

(a) the total numbei ot — (/> high English, and (//) middle English 

schools, and (m) junioi, (tr ) senior and tr'i Islamia (recog- 
nised and unrecognised) Madrasahs; 

(b) the (1) number of students and teachers of each institution; 

and 

( c ) the date and amount ot (io\ eminent grant-in-aid, if any, 

against the name of each institution ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement is laid on the 
table. 



Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred questioii No. 116 , showing the particulars of ifigh English 
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Date and amount of 
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Construction of a bridge over the Cossye river in Midnapore. 

117. Mr. DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
in charge of t lie Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state the reason for the delay in constructing the bridge over the 
Cossye river in Midnapore, the foundation stone of which was lai<f 
some years ago b\ Sir John Anderson, the then Governor of Bengal? 

(It) What steps, if any, are the Government proposing to expedite 
the work? 

(0 When is it likely to be completed? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, cf Cossimbazar: 

The foundation stone was laid in "November, 11137, before the project 
was matured, and then* has been no undue delay in starting the work 
on which it is proposed to spend Bs. 2,14,000 in 1030-40. The total 
estimated expendituie i> ovei eight lakhs and it is hoped that the 
bridge will be completed about the end of 1041. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : When was the work 
started ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 think very recently. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honble 

Minister be pleased to state when the work is going to be finished? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As will appear from my answer just given it is expected to be 
completed by the end of 1941. 


Appeals before Special Appellate Officer, Comilla, against 
decisions of Debt Settlement Boards. , 

118. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department he pleased to 
state — 

(a) the total number of appeals tiled before the Special Appellate 
Officer, Comilla, from the orders, decisions and awards of 
the Special Debt Settlement Boards and the ordinary Debt 
Settlement Boards under his jurisdiction since the inception 
of the establishment of the special Appellate Court under 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act; 
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(5) the number of appeals filed after the limitation period, vis., 
30 days of the orders, derisions and awards appealed against; 
and 

(c) the number of appeals up to date — 

(i) allowed, 

(ii) dismissed, and 
(Hi) pending ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHIARY MULLICK (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff H ossa in, Khan Bahadur): (a) 38G 

up to the 28th February, 1930. 

(b) GO up to the 28th February, 1939. 

(c) (i) 35, ( ii ) 73 and (m) 278 up to the 28th February, 1939. 


Calcuttq-Barisal Trunk Road 8chevne. 

119. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Is the Double Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(?) that for moje than half a century there was a demand for a 
railway connection between Calcutta and Barisal; 

, (it) thatr the Government of India abandoned the Railway project 
on the ground that it would not he remunerative; and 

(iit) that Mr. A. J. King in his comprehensive report on Road 
Development in Bengal recommended the construction of a 
Trunk Road from Calcutta to Barisal? 

(b) What is the polios followed b> the Government in selecting 
roads for execution out of the Road Development Fund? 

(c) Is it not a fact — 

(i) that a number of roads have already been constructed out of 

the Road Development Fund; and 

(ii) that nearly half a crore of rupees has accumulated in the pro- 

vincial share of the Road Development Fund for want of 
suitable schemes ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) (ii) is in the affirmative— 

(i) are the Government considering the desirability of undertaking 

the construction of a road from Calcutta to Barisal; and 

(ii) if go, when is the scheme likely to materialise? 
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The Hon'ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of CMaimbazar: 

ifi) (i) and (it) Yes. 

(??/) Yes, sm*h a road is recommended by Mr. King along Witt, 33 
other similar roads throughout the province. 

(b) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to the remarks 
which I made in this House when replying to the debate on the demand 
for a grant to meet expenditure on Civil Works during the year 1939-40. 

(c) (i) Yes. 

(it) There is approximately half a crore to the credit of Bengal in 
the Fund, but this has not accumulated for want of suitable schemes. 
In addition to works in progress, projects, the estimated cost of prhich 
amounts to Its. 1,28,00,000, have been passed by Government and 
approved by the Government of India. 

(< d ) No part of the Calcutta-Barisal Road is included among the 
schemes already approved. The road will be considered along with 
others throughout the province in due course. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHANS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the time that is likely to be' taken for taking up the 
scheme for the construction of the road from Calcutta to Barisal? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is impossible to give any idea but I may state for the information 
of the honourable member that the entire scheme will cost nearly a core 
and a quarter lakh ot rupees. ' „ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE*: With lelerence to reply [c)(u), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the whole of the 
estimated cost of Rs. 128 lakhs as stated by the Hon’ble Minister comes 
from the Road Development Fund? If not, how much will come out 
of that? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 mu\ inform the honourable member that the question deals with the 
Petrol fund received from the Government of India. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My question has not been 
answered. The Hon’ble Minister has stated that the .total estimated 
amount up till now for the construction of roads in different parts of 
Bengal amounts to Rs. 128 lakhs hut I would like to know how much 
has been set apart from the Road Development Fund ,for these purposes. 

2 The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Costimbazar: 

There is only one fund, viz., the Road Development Fund. I "do not 
know what other fund the honourable member is referring to. 
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Mr. AfUL KRISHNA CHOSE: The llon’ble Mi rioter has already 
stated that Rs. 50 lakhs has already accumulated from that Rqpd 
Development Fund to the share of Bengal. We would like to know 
how much of that fund has been utilised or has been set apart for the 
said purposes from that fund? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not eleai , but I have understood you. 
You want to know, out of Ks. ’>0 lakhs how mueh has been set apait 
* for these purposes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Yes 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole ;»t that is for toad construction 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I would like to know where tlnn 
Rs. 128 lakhs comes from. 1 want to know whet he] a separate Provin- 
cial fund has been mixed up with the Hoad Development Vuml and 
in that case I would like to know how the sanction of the Government 
of India ia required? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are making a contusion between an estimate 
and an actual. This Ks. 128 lakhs only means an estimate. This has 
nothing to do with the accumulation of Hs oO lakhs. 

• • 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: How does the llon’ble Minister 
sa^ that tfie appioval ot the Government ot India was necessary? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Because they want to get it all from the Road 
Fund. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE : Why for this Rs. 128 lakhs? 

Mr. SPEAKER: They want to get the sanction of the Government 
of Indi% for the balance. 


Provisions for drinking water, sheds, etc., in the Royal Botanio Gardena* 

120. Mr. P. BANER4I: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Detriment been 
drawn to the factr— 

* (t*) that there is no arrangement for drinking water in the Royal 

” « Botanical Gardena for the public; 

(it) that no shelter is provided against inclement weather; 
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(Hi) that thjle is no arrangement for lavatories either for tSe public 
or for the coolies working in the gardens ; 


(iv) that the condition of the tanks in the Royal Botanical, Mid 
Eden Gardens, proving hatcheries for mosquitoes; and % 
(t?) that there is not sufficient stock of plants for distribution in 
Bengal and outside? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps does the 
Hon’hle Minister propose to take in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (i) There is one^tube 

well in the garden which supplies drinking water to the public. The 
question of providing another tube well for the same purpose is under 
consideration. 

(ii) There are two rest houses in the gardens where visitors can take 
shelter. 

(in) There are two cloak rooms for visitors which have lavatories, 
one for males and one for females. The question of constructing new 
coolie lines with proper latrines is under consideration. 

(in) I am aware that the tanks are not in very satisfactory condition. 
They require re-excavation which will be very costly. The matter is 
receiving attention. 

(v) No. I have received no such complaint. 

(b) Does not arise. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1938. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg 
to move that 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
necessary to have the previous sanction of the Governor to move a 
legislative measure? 

Mr. BREAKER: There might be something in the nature of a 
^notion, which I do not know. 

"V 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I seek your protection, Sir. If 
there is nothing why should we go to the Governor for hk sanction? 
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Ttwlton’bte Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOBBAIN, JChtn Baliadur: 

AIT right, Sir, I simply move that the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bengal Money-lenders Bill 

* *Mr« SPEAKER: Is it the Report of the Select Committee that 
you want to be taken into consideration or, is it the entire Bill as 
• reported on by the Select Committee? (Laughter.') 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H038AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I beg your pardon, Sir. 

I beg to move that the Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 19.* W. as reported 
by tie Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

I do not think I have to deliver a speech in recommending the 
motion to you. You are all aware that there is a crying necessity for 
controlling money-lending in the country. Every one knows that after 
the introduction of the Reforms and when the franchise has been 
extended, people have been clamouring for putting some control over 
the money-lenders. And in order to meet that popular demand, about 
six months ago, the Bihar Money-lenders Act wu* passed and is now 
in operation, restricting the scope of the money-lending business. 
.Other provinces are also trying, as we are trying here, to do so. We 
brought in a Bill, Sir, and that Bill has been dealt with by the Select 
Committee, who have made some changes in it. 1 do not like to deal 
tfith all those changes at this stage, but \ simply put before you the 
fact that those changes will have to be reconsidered by the whole 
House. If after reconsideration by the whole House those changes 
are amended, I hope there will be, a termination of all our difficulties 
and we may in the course of the next few days finish our labours for 
the benefit of the poor. I know my friends have moved several amend- 
ments to this motion. I do not know whether they will actually and 
seriously move those motions. But if they do, it will be my duty then 
to rise and oppose. For the present 1 appeal to all classes to allow us 
to pass through the motion for the consideration of this Bill in the 
full House. And if they would give us an opportunity like that, I do 
not think there will be any difficulty to any of our friends in the end. 
If in the end they find that we have actually done wrong to a large 
section of the people, then at tly* last stage they will have the right 
to throw out the entire Bill. But* before they would take that step, let 
them first consider the proposal in its true perspective and see whether 
a settlement can be arrived at. I appeal to my friends on all sides 
of the House not to be led away by a scare. Scare tomes to tbe weaker 
people, but those frho are strong in mind — let them face the facts and 
try to%olve the problem and not to shirk the responsibility by not giving 
the whole House an opportunity of considering tbe Bill at this initial 
stage. * 

19 
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Dr. HALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise, Sir, to a question of 
procedure? Before the discussion begins, I want to draw your atten- 
tion — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It would be better for you to raise the point after 
the House decides to take the Bill into consideration. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have listened 
with very rapt attention to the speech of the Hon’ble Nawab Mushrruff 
nossain. I have always enjoyed his humorous speeches, and to-day’s 
speech, Sir, 1 believe, has outdone all his previous humorous speeches. 
However the opposition that is being put forward against the Money- 
lenders Bill has been described by him, a business man, as a scare. 
He has relied on the Province of Bihar for his support. I hope, Sir, 
the Hon’ble the Judicial Minister is aware of the fact that before the 
ink on the paper on which that Act was printed was dry several sec- 
tions of the Bihar Money-lenders Act had already been declared 
invalid by the High Court. 

The next point that the Uon’ble Minister cbuld have borne in mind 
was that Bihar is not fortunate enough in possessing a city like 
Calcutta; Bihar is not fortunate enough in possessing that large volume 
of trade which passes through the chief port of Calcutta and serves 
not only the Province of Bengal but the whole of India; a port which 
serves the interior of the vast continent of India in its export trade 
as well. This distinction could have been borne in mind by the busi- 
ness man Nawab Musharruff Ilossain, if not by the Judicial Minister, 
whose function may be to <wry on post-mortem examination as in a 
court of law, and not constructive efforts as business men have got to 
do. He described, Sir, the amendments made by the Select Committee 
as “some changes**. He forgets in his humorous disposition that what 
the Select Committee has done is to transform a useful horse, presented 
by the Government to this House, to a ferocious tiger. (Laughter.) 
Whether the Select Committee had powers to do it or not is a matter 
that I shall put forward before you. Sir, for decision, i.e., as to whether 
the Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, was within its powers 
to be amended. But before I do that, I propose to refer to the “some 
changes” that the Select Committee has introduced in this Bill. 

Sir, Government, after giving the fullest consideration to the 
measure in introducing it, proposed, and very rightly proposed, to 
exclude what we call commercial loans, i.e., loans given for trade, 
commercial and industrial purposes, from the purview of the Money- 
lenders Bill — a Bill, Sir, which no longer remains a Money-lenders 
Bill, but which has become the money-choking Bill in this province. 

I would ask the Hon’ble Minister, who is in charge of this Bill, 
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whether agriculture or commerce or industry can fee carried on any- 
where in the province without the structure of credit remaining in full 
strength. (Sir George Campbell : Hear, hear.) I hope, Sir, of all 
persons, the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hussain will admit from his 
personal experience of business life that no agriculture, no commerce 
and no industry can be built up, or carried on, or developed, unless the 
persons engaged in agriculture, trade, commerce, or industry have the 
facilities of credit available to them. And what has been done to 
continue credit facilities to these persons? The first provision that has 
been made is that on a decree no court shall award interest. Why 
should, on the face of a provision of this kind, any person lend money 
to another, if even after decrees are passed no interest is payable? 1 
ask, Sir, every member of this House to lay his hand on his heart and 
tell me whether any person will he so stupid and foolish as to lend 
another any amount, be it one pice or even one crore of rupees, if a 
lender has to go to court of law and get a decree, and no interest is to 
be awarded on it. But, Sir, the matter does not rest there. In their 
enthusiasm to kill the money-lender, a further provision has been 
introduced that the court shall have no power to order realisation of 
money decrees straight off; the court shall only allow instalments, and 
not only instalments but instalments without interest for a period which 
may continue up to 20 years. Sir, as if that was not sufficient murder 
of credit, the Select Committee has gone one step further than that. 
Even if an instalment is not paid and the whole amount of the decree 
be still due* interest Will not be due on the instalment, and that the 
creditor ran only take steps for the realisation of the defaulted instal- 
ment alone. And by what means? •The Select Committee goes further 
to reply to it — not even arrest, as provided for in the Civil Procedure 
Code. Even under the existing law, we used to be told that the diffi- 
culties of a decree-holder commence alter the decree is obtained. Here, 
Sir, the difficulty of a lender does not begin when he gives a loan; it 
does not begin when the decree is passed ; but continues in full force and 
with greater strength as time elapses; but he is not provided with any 
ren^edy for the purpose of recovering hack his dues. 

Sir, during the last 20 years of my life, it has been my proud 
privilege to carry on an agitation in this country for cheapening the 
money facilities in this country, and here to-day I have got to stand 
up and oppose thf* Money-lenders Bill, because I fully realise that what 
is being done is not to make money cheap but to make it so dear that 
it will be impossible to obtain it. If you want to tftake money cheap 
it is necessary to make recovery easy. Go to Clive Street or Wherever 
you ‘like — it does not matter. Wherever there is good security, 
wherever there is possibility of easy realisation, there it is that money 
Is cheap. On liquid assets, on good security, wheif the borrower is 
able to repay his loan as early as possible, without compelling the 
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Creditor to have recourse to law, there it is that the borrower get® 
money. You want to make money cheap by introducing such provi- 
tjions in the Bill that tffand in the way of the creditor realising his 
dues! 

Sir, these stringent provisions do not remain with ordinary money 
suits. They have to be carried over to mortgage suits as well. A 
mortgagee cannot get his final decree for sale, even on the expiry of six 
months as provided for in the Civil Procedure Code, but he has to wait 
for 10 years before he can get his decree for sale. 

Sir, these are circumstances which will not only choke up credit but 
will absolutely make it impossible for anybody to lend money to 
another, whether he be a poor man or whether he be a rich man, 
whether his security is good or whether his security is bad. 

Sir, the “small changes” that have been made by the Select Com- 
mittee do not end there. When Government introduced the Bill, they 
made a provision that the law of damdupat , as has been understood 
hitherto, will apply to arrears of interest also. But what has the 
Select Committee done? If an account is outstanding for, say, 25 years 
at the old basic rate of 8 per cent, in the case of secured loans, if a 
debtor is unable to pay interest even at the rate of 8 per cent, and has 
paid Rs. 100 as against Rs. 200, not only will he not have to pay 
further interest, but, under the provisions of this Bill, even the princi- 
pal of the loan will bo wiped off; and this in spite of the fact that 
when the interest has been reduced, the creditor has had to 'pay income- 
tax, suj>er-1nx, and has bad to pay all the faxes that have been imposed 
upon him ; this in spite of the fact that the interest that has been 
reduced would necessarily have been spent on the creditor’s and his 
family’s maintenance — all these considerations disappearing in their 
enthusiasm to kill the money-lender and to make it easy for the borrower 
to prosper in life ! 

Furthermore, Sir, apart from these retrospective effects regarding 
other considerations, it is also provided that even if a decree has been 
passed and accounts adjusted, they are to be re-opened for the purpose of 
finding out whether interest, more than the rate of interest provided for 
in the agreement, will exceed the rate provided for in the Bill, and, if 
so, the creditor will have to fork out the excess that t bas been paid. 
This, Sir, in spite of the fact that higher rates of interest have been 
provided for under the existing law. What does it matter if the 
agreements were duly entered into under the law .as it was in force P 
They are to be treated as Mussolini said yesterday that printejJ paper 
had po value and he would have what he wanted. Similarly, Sir, it is 
going to be said in this Assembly, what does it matter if an agreement 
w ? as made under the due provisions of the law, under a la^ which w as 
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passed not longer ago than 1983. It does not matter if all these con- 
tracts are to be set at naught. I have not the time to go into all the 
•difficulties that will present themselves when the Money-lenders Bill is 
in operation. I would submit to you that the provisions of the 
Money-lenders Bill, as amended by the Select Committee, are ultra 
vires in several particulars and I would draw your attention to some of 
these features. 

Firstly, as I have already submitted, the Select Committee has 
exceeded its powers by changing the whole aspect of the Bill, — the 
fundamental essential principles that were observed by the Government 
in framing their Bill. If you look at the definition of the word “Buit” 
which was applied in the Bill, as it was introduced by the Government, 
you will find that this was intended only to apply to future transactions. 
But iby a small change in adding the words “before or” 'before the word 
“after”, the whole fundamental aspect of the Bill hus been transformed. 
Sir, I would ask when did this House give permission to the Select 
Committee to introduce that fundamental change in the Bill. 

Secondly, Government, when introducing the Bill, excluded from 
its operation banks, insurance companies, etc., and also excluded from 
its operation commercial loans as defined in the old clause 2 (10) (/). 
Those very salient provisions of the Bill have been removed by the 
Select Committee. I would ask who gave the Select Committee the 
permission to remove those very good features of the Bill irom itY 1 
iubmit, Sir, in all Earnestness, that the Select Committee had no right 
to transgress these fundamental features of the Bill us introduced by 
the Government. 

Thirdly, the rule of the dnmdupat : Government as usual, and very 
wisely, made it applicable only to arrears of interest. The words 
“arrears of” have been deliberately cut out by the Select Committee. I 
would again ask you who gave the Select Committee the power to deal 
a blow so fundamentally at the root of the whole Bill itself!' You will 
further find that new amendments have been introduced contrary to the 
provisions of the Civil Procedure Code and the Contract Act. About 
these I shall have occasion again to refer later. But at this stage I 

referring to it only to submit that the Select Committee has 
transgressed all its limits of power when they made these alterations 
about instalments, about no interest on decree, about no orders after 
decree, and alput reopening anj> accounts on any ground whatsoever. 
All these provisions that have been introduced by the Select Committee, 
I submit, are transgressions of powers which they ;iever had. 

I would then f go to certain considerations which I consider make 
(Certain provisions t>f the Bill ultra, vires, and before I come to the 
actual joints themselves, I would make a submission as to bow the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, as regards the powers vested in the Provincial 
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Legislature, has to be interpreted. I would fiist draw your attention to 
section 100 of the Government of India Act. Sir, the beginning words 
of all the sub-sect ions in this section are very important. In section 100, 
sub-section (1), you will find — it begins “notwithstanding anything in 
the two next succeeding sub-sections the Federal Legislature has and a 
Provincial Legislature has not the power to make laws with respect to 
any of the matters enumerated in List I in the Seventh Schedule to 
this Act”. I w T ould ask you to mark the words “notwithstanding any- 
thing in the two next succeeding sub-sections”. This means that 
although the two succeeding sub-sections may appear to confer certain 
powers on the Provincial Legislature . 


Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTAs On a point of order. Sir. Are 
you competent to give judgment in such matters? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: He has raised this point in order to decide the 
question of competency. I have already pointed out that I am not here 
to adjudicate upon civil rights. But surely in order to decide whether 
a motion should be admitted by me or not. a member is, perfectly 
entitled to discuss that question. 

Mr. Khaitan, I think, it would be better if you proceed with your 
new argument after the prayer adjournment. 

(The House was then adjourned for 20 win ut.es. A 


(/l / ter ad jov rv met it . ) 

Mr. DEB I PR 08 AD KHAITAN: Sir, just before the adjourn- 
ment, I was referring you to section 100 of the Government of India 
Act. Sub-section (7) of that section lays down — “Notwithstanding 
anything in the two next succeeding sub-sections, the Federal Legis- 
lature has, and a Provincial Legislature has not, the power to make 
daws with respect to any of the matters enumerated in List I in the 
Seventh Schedule to this Act”. The words “notwithstanding any- 
thing in the two next succeeding sub-sections” mean that ilthough 
apparently the Provincial Legislature may have powers to legislate 
in regard to certain matters, it has not the powers if there is over- 
lapping between List I and List II or between List I and List ' III. 
In that event because of the words “notwithstanding dhything in the 
next two succeeding sub-sections” it is only the Federal Legislature 
that has the power \o pass legislation in respect of those matters. The 
matter becomes quite clear when you refer to sub-section (3) of that 
section. Subject to the two preceding sub-sections, the Provincial 
Legislature has, and the Federal Legislature has not, power to make 
laws for a Province or any part thereof with respect to any of the 
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matters enumerated in List II of the said schedule. The existence of 
the words “subject to the two preceding sub-sect ion s” necessarily 
means that if any matter is included in any of the items in List I, it 
is only the Federal Legislature that has power to (legislate and not the 
Provincial Legislature. 

, Before I go on to the substance of my argument I would refer you 
to a judgment of Chief Justice Isaacs which is quoted in M. Ramo- 
swamy’s book on the “Law of the Indian Constitution” at pages 210 
and 211. I am reading this passage, Sir, because the matter cannot 
be put in a clearer manner than in t lie judgment of Chief Justice 
Isaacs. At the bottom of page 210 of that book it is said “In Austra- 
lian Boot Trade Employees’ Federation versus Why brow and others, 
Chief Justice Isaacs said : “The case is quite different w'hen it is 
found that a given power though fully and completely exercised and 
enforced is not effectual to attain all the results desired or expected. 
The matter is then one for the consideration of the authority in whom 
resides the right of granting a power more extensive,” In this case, 
Sir, it is the Parliament who has the power to grant a ]M>wer more 
extensive. * 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: I rise on a point of order. At this stage 
I do not understand how can there be a general discussion without a 
motion for recommittal or some such thing. The Bill has been present- 
ed to us in the forms of a Select Committee report und the Hon'ble 
Minister has moved tlyit it be taken into consideration. After that, 
according t<f section 63 either the Hon’ble Minister can move that it 
be recommitted or a member of the House can move that it be recom- 
mitted and on that motion alone can there be a discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Can he not talk of consideration itse*lfP 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Not at this stage. I think here sections 
52, 55 and 57 apply. 

Mr. 8$EAKER: I think you are absolutely under a misapprehen- 
sion. We havp got not merely the other motions which will be moved 
but the main motion itself and it is open to any member not to move 
an amendment hut to attack the mifin motion, and also to raise certain 
points of order which Mr. Khaitan is now raising. He is quite in 
order. » 

• 

Mr. .DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: At the top of page 211 of that 
book Chief Justice Isaacs said “the matter is one for the considera- 
tion of the authority in whom resides the right of grafting power more 
extensive. It is not open to the grantee of the power actually bestowed 
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to add to its efficacy, as it is called, by some further means outside the 
limits of the power conferred for the purpose of more effectively 
coping with the evils intended to be met. Where an instrument of 
expressly limited length or nature is designated for use but found in 
practice insufficient to reach the point intended, then however just and 
desirable such a course may appear to those whose duty it is to employ 
that instrument, there is no legal principle which warrants its length- 
ening or transformation merely because the expected result has not 
been achieved. Where both the end and the means are strictly marked 
out, there is no right either to use other meait to attain the specified 
end or to use the specified means for unauthorised ends. The authority 
must be taken as it is created, taken to the full but not exceeded. 
In other words, in the absence of express statements to the contrary 
you may complement but you may not supplement a granted power”. 
I could not use better words than these to explain to this House the 
limitation of its own powers. 

I would refer you to the Seventh Schedule, List I, item 28. The 
same Schedule to the Government of India Act, List I, item 28, 
refers to cheques, bills of exchange, promissory notes and other like 
instruments. If words can be clear at all they are clear here that 
legislation about promissory notes can only be passed by the Central 
Legislature. There is no limitation of the powders of the Central 
Legislature about legislating in respect of promissory notes. By no 
stretch of language can promissory notes be brought under the words 
“money-lenders and money-lending”. If a transaction is based upon 
a negotiable instrument, the regulation of this negotiable instrument, 
can only be done by the Central Legislature and not by the Provincial 
Legislature. But what has been done in this Bill? If you refer to 
clause 2 (10) (e) you find an advance made on the basis of the nego- 
tiable instrument as defined in the Negotiable Instruments Act of 1881, 
other than a promissory note. Why the framers of the Bill have 
fought shy of including the hundis and also bringing it within the 
scope of the Bill and what authority hud they to include promissory 
notes within the purview of this most mischievous measure? 

Sir, it may he contended, as I fear it will be, that, unless promis- 
sory notes are brought within the purview of this Bill, money-lending 
transactions may be carried on by means of promissory notes only, 
and then the very object of this nnyi.su re might be defeated. But, Sir r 
Parliament, conferring powers of legislation on the Provincial Legis- 
latures, must have fully considered the reasons why they should 
reserve promissory notes for Central legislation whilst money-lending 
and money-lenders are left to the Provincial Legislatures. I have 
already referred you to the words in section 100(7) of the Government 
of India Act. Whatever the reasons be, whatever the results be, bo 
long as Parliameht does not amend the Government of India Act and 
permit legislation of promissory notes by the Provincial Legislature^ 
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so long, Sir, the Provincial! Legislature can have no right to paw any 
legislation affecting promissory notes. Sir, if a loan is advanced on 
the basis of a promissory note, and if the suit be on the basis of the 
promissory note, that suit must be governed by legislation passed by 
the Central Legislature. But in case a lender files a suit on the original 
loan and does not base his claim on the promissory note itself, there 
may be some justification to say that the money-lending transaction 
although covered by a separate promissory note, can be brought within 
the purview of legislation by a Provincial legislature. But in so far 
as promissory note is affected by provincial legislation, I submit, Sir, 
with the utmost emphasis that 1 can command that this House hae 
no right to pass any legislation in regard thereto, and I would submit. 
Sir, that you, as Speaker and as the custodian of the rights of this 
House, who has also to guard against this House exceeding its proper 
limits, will prevent this House from doing so, and you will 
not allow any legislation covering promissory notes to be even consider- 
ed by this House. 

Then, Sir, I would refer you to item 33 of List T, Schedule VII 
of the Government of India Act. Item 33 says “Corporations, that is to 
say the incorporation regulation” — and I am laying my emphasis on the 
word ‘regulation’ — “and winding up of trading corporations including 
banking, insurance and financial corporations but not including corpora- 
tions owned or controlled by a Federated State aud carrying on business 
only within that State, etc.” 

Sir, the regulation of corporations, of trading corporations, includ- 
ing banking, insurance and financial corporations, is left to the 
Central Legislature. I would now draw your attention, Sir, to what 
is the meaning of the word “regulation”. It hus been held by the 
Calcutta High Court as will be found in G4 Calcutta Law Journal. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Is that the Bijni Succession euseP 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: The name of the case is Kumar 
Punvendra Narain Deb versus Kumar Jogendra Narain Deb. (A 
voice: That is the Bijni Succession case.) All that I am connected 
with in this judgment is the meaning of the word “regulation”. The 
relevant sentence begins at page 242. “To take up the 4th point before 
the 3rd Mr. Bas’s contention is* based upon the meaning he seeks to 
attach to the word ‘regulating’ in clause (e) of section 80A(<?), that is 
the old Government of India Act. He has argped that the word 
‘regulate’ does net mean ‘enact’ but means ‘adjust’— a very peculiar 
View*to take. The Court below has illustrated this contention as being 
of this nature. If there is a legislation by the Indian Legislature on 
a Central subject, a Provincial Legislature in regelating that Central 
subject may only frame rules for adjusting that legislation to suit the 
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particular province. Such an extreme position has been repudiated by 
Mr. Das and rightly enough for the words of the sub-section are 
'make any law regulating- a Central subject’. He contends nevertheless 
that ‘regulating* means adjusting so that if there is a legislation by 
the Indian Legislature on a Central subject that legislation may be 
varied.” Sir, I would go on to show to you what is meant by the word 
“regulate”. “It is clear that when the Indian Legislature makes an 
enactment, such enactment can hardly, if ever, be an enactment 
adjusting a pre-existing provincial legislation to the whole of British 
India according to the local conditions and needs thereof. Mr. Das 
has relied for this meaning upon the decision of this Court in the case 
of Mathura Mohan Saha versus Ram Kumar Saha. We are unable 
to see anything in that decision which supports such a meaning. Oji 
the other hand, in that case, the Oxford Dictionary meaning of 
‘regulate’ was referred to”. Now the Oxford Dictionary meaning is 
given: “to control, govern, direct by rules or regulations, to subject 
to guidance or restriction, to adopt to circumstances and surroundings.” 
(A voice: Is there no time-limit ?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Since he is really opposing the whole Bill I 
would regulate it after he has finished. 


Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Then it goes on to say “to con- 
trol by 'legislation, to subject to guidance, by creating a law are mean- 
ings which would be covered by this definition ; and w r e see 
no reason why such a meaning should not be given.” Sir, that is 
ample authority, if authority were needed, for the proposition that this 
Bill which has been proposed by Government to be enacted by this 
House will regulate the trading corporations, that this measure which 
has been proposed by the Government to be enacted into law will 
regulate trading corporations including banking, insurance and finan- 
-cial corporations. It may be contended that the word “regulation” 
does not include those actions which this Bill contemplates. Sir, if 
you refer to the Indian Companies Act you will find that regulation^ 
of companies even of money-lending transactions by Managing Agents 
to Companies and by Companies to Managing Agents in regard to the 
purchase of debentures issued by the sister companies money-lending 
transactions of that kind had found a' place in the Indjan Companies 
Act. Sir, either the Central Legislature had no power to enact the 
Indian Companies Act or this Provincial Legislature has no power to 
enact this Money-Lenders Bill in so far as it affects grading corpora- 
tions. But, Sir, it cannot be contended that the Indian Companies Act 
has been ultra vires or would be ultra vires of the Central Legislature. 
Sir, if the Indian Companies Act is infra vires of the Central Legis- 
lature, this House has no right to regulate trading corporations. If it 
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is intended, Sir, that the money-lending transactions of trading cor- 
porations should be brought within the purview of this House, the 
only course that seems to me to be open is for this House to request the 
Central Legislature to pass an enabling Act conferring the lights on 
this House to regulate transactions by the Central Legislature. But, 
Sir, whether any remedy is available to us or not, my contention is 
. that under the law, as it stands, this House lias no right whatsoever in 
any way to regulate the transactions of trading corporations, within 
the meaning of item 33 of List I of Schedule VII of the Govern- 
ment of India Ad. Sir, if you go further, you will find what impos- 
sible encroachments have been made upon the Central Legislative 
List by the members of the Select Committee. You will only have to 
refer to item 38 of List 1 of that Schedule which says clearly, “Bank- 
ing, that is to say the conduct of banking business by corporations other 
than corporations owned or controlled by a Federated State and carry- 
ing on business only within that State.” 

Sir, can it be contended by any stretch of imagination that this 
is not conduct of banking business of corporations ? I submit, Sir, 
that nobody in his senses can contend that this is not conduct of bank- 
ing business, and if it is, surely this House has no power to pass any 
legislation affecting banks which are corporations. I would then 
refer you, Sir, to section 299 (3) of the Government of India Act. 
Section 299 (3) says — “No Bill or amendment making provision for 
the transference to public ownership of any land” — and the relevant 
wards, Sir, now follow — “or for the extinguishment or modification 
of rights therein” — thjit is in land — “including rights or privileges in 
respect of fand revenue, shall be introduced or moved in either 
chamber of the Federal Legislature without the previous sanction of 
the Governor-General in his discretion, or in a chamber of a Provincial 
Legislature without the previous sanction of the Governor in his 
discretion”. Sir, this Bill which has been put before this House 
clearly affects mortgages created over land. It clearly affects the 
rates of interest that have been agreed to be paid under mortgages. 
It affects the right of recovery, it affects existing mortgages in so 
many different manners which he who runs through the Bill may 
understand, and the previous sanction of the Governor having not 

been obtained (The Hon’ble Mr. If. S. Suhkawahdy: Having 

been obtained.) Mr. Suhrawardv interrupts me saying “it having 
been obtained”. I do not know, Sir, when it was obtained, but I am 
positive that when this Bill was originally introduced by the Govern- 
ment the previous sanction of the Governor had not been obtained. 
Let my learned friend Mr. Suhrawardv give us the dute of ihe sanction 

which has been obtained from the Governor 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. MALI HI RANJAN 8ARKER : It is not necessary 
to get the Governor's sanction at the time of introduction. 
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Mr. DEB I PROSAD KHAITAN: It is necessary to get the 

Governor’s sanction at the time of the introduction. The Instrument 
of Instructions cannot modify the Government of India Act. The 
Instrument of Instructions themselves would be ultra vires if they 
go in contravention of the Government of India Act. The Govern- 
ment of India Act expressly says that no Bill or amendment shall be 
introduced or modified without the previous sanction of the Governor 
in his discretion. Sir, when this point was raised before this House, 
it was never contended that the sanction of the Governor has been 
obtained ; and to-day for the first time I am being told that the sanction 
of the Governor has been obtained. I submit, Sir, that the sanction 
has been obtained too late, if at all 

The Hoft’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Forget, forget that. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Forget what, Mr. Chief 
Minister Y Forget that the sanction of the Governor has not been 
obtained Y If the sanction had been obtained at any time after the 
original introduction of this Bill which affects mortgages, as it 
originally stood, I submit that the sanction has been obtained too 
late. I would then submit, Sir, that several provisions of this Bill 
go in contravention of the Civil Procedure Code, the Contract Act, etc. 
(A voic e from the Congress Bench : They can make it already.) 
But they have to make it already before it becomes valid. I would 
refer you, Sir, to section 107 (I), viz., if any provision of a provincial 
law is repugnant to any provision of a Federal Law r or to any provi- 
sion of any existing Indian Law^with respect to one of the matters 
enumerated in the Concurrent Legislative lust, then, subject to the 
provisions of this section, the Federal Law, whether passed before or 
after the I*rovincial Law, or, as the case may be, the existing Indian 
Law, shall prevail and the Provincial Law shall, to the extent of the 
repugnancy, be void. It will be said, Sir, that a subsequent assent 
of the Governor-General will cure the defect. But what I am point- 
ing out at this stage is that unless they obtain the sanction of the 
Governor-General later on, that portion of the law will not* be valid. 

Sir, 1 would not take up more of your time, but I would request 
you to give us your ruling as to whether the Select Committee have 
not in many aspects exceeded their powers ; and secondly, Sir, whether 
the provisions of the Bill in regard to the points that I have put 
forward before you are not ultra vires of the Provincial Legislature. 

Sir, before I sit down, I have only one more remark to make. Let 
Government seriously consider before they go on with this measure 
as to whether they will be doing any real good to the province ‘by get- 
ting this law enac ted. I hope it is not their intention to choke all 
the channels of 'credit. They will not thereby be rendering good 
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either to the agriculturists or to the traders or industrialist# that are 
at present carrying on their business or may hereafter intend to carry 
on their business. Let the Government seriously consider that the 
misery of unemployment in this province is very big and without the 
development of trade and industries the problem of unemployment 
•cannot be solved. And trade and industries cannot come into existence 
and cannot certainly flourish unless credit is made cheap, loans are 
made easily recoverable, and the channels of credit are allowed to flow 
smoothly and with as much rapidity as possible. Everywhere in the 
world, Sir, countries are clamouring for more and more credit to 
develop themselves, but here we are choking every channel of credit we 
have had, choking every channel of credit we may possibly have 
in future, simply by giving our attention to rendering some temporary 
relief in regard to debts which are existing at the present moment. 
Let our vision be not blurred. Let us bear in mind the ultimate 
good of the province and devise a measure which, while giving relief 
to the borrowers to a reasonable extent, will not choke all the credit 
that is needed for the purpose of carrying on the business of the 
province. . 

Sir, in the beginning of my speech I have said that a useful horse 
has been converted into a ferocious tiger. Let us kill a ferocious tiger 
that comes in our way, but let us not be killed by the tiger. Let us 
remember that it is sport when man kills a tiger, hut it is ferocity 
when a tiger kills a man. 

« 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in dis- 
•cussing the merits of the proposed amendments of the Bengal Money* 
. lenders Bill one cannot forget the series of correspondences that 
Uppearced in a section of the newspapers for the lavst few weeks. 

The main arguments in the Press — and here advanced— against 
the proposed amendment may be broadly summarised, firstly, killing 
of rural credit, and, secondly, that the Bill encroaches on some pro- 
visions of the Government of India Act. and expropriation of other’s 

Tight. # 

It must be remembered, Sir, that the tyranny of the Bengal 
money-lenders, though it dates from about the time of the Permanent 
Settlement, which crippled the resources of the agriculturists, was 
officially recognized as far back as in 1918, when the Usurious loans 
Act was placed on the statute-book. * 

* Tljat was a time when the interest of the agriculturists was looked 
after by people who, with very few honourable exceptions, were not 
closely acquainted with the conditions of the poor ^peasantry and con- 
sequently liad no genuine sympathy for them. 
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The Act, I mean the Act of 1918, ought to have included in itself 
all the provisions that are now proposed to be made, because the 
economic conditions of the agriculturists justified such measures about 
two decades back. 

It is a pity that nobody realized the hastening decay of* t]ie masses 
due to the exploitation of the money-lenders — both individual and 
corporate. 

The sad plight of the dumb millions arrested the attention of 
public men again in 1933, when the Bengal Money-lenders Act was 
passed into law. 

In this connexion, I cannot resist saying that your name, Mr. 
Speaker, will go down to posterity as one of the greatest benefactors of 
the suffering masses who have been fleeced and bled white by syste- 
matic and uninterrupted inhuman campaign of usury against the 
illiterate and unsophisticated peasants for initiating the bold measure 
in 1933, so needed for the economic uplift of the country. 

It is still fresh in our memory, Sir, that most of the beneficial 
provisions incorporated in the original Bill had to be given the go-by 
in the intermediate stage and during the passing of the Bill in the 
last Council. 

The same section of the people's representative, as they call it, 
that stood in the way of the much-needed provisions at that time, is 
playing the old game this time too. 

If the sponsor of the Act could fight out against odds in order to 
gain every inch of ground, I do not, see any reason why we, the repre- 
sentatives of rural Bengal, more precisely of the peasantry, who are 
in for a better position in the legislature than before in the matte* ‘ 
of numerical strength should not be able to earn' the measure, which 
we all sincerely believe to be in the best interest of the people, to a 
successful victory. 

We have heard much, Sir, of the killing of rural credit. 

It is said, as it was said before, and, I believe, will be *said for 
times to come by the same section of the people who profess to be 
the sole leader of the country and the representatives of the people, 
but, in fact, in thought, and in action, they represent the capitalists 
and the landlords. 

Sir, I do not understand what rural credit really means. 

Had the Bengal agriculturist ever had any credit' at all? I say an 
emphatic “No”, and, therefore, they are not going to lose anything. 

It was the excessive rate of interest as well ae compound interest 
with monthly rest- 1 and the thirst for the fertile lands in possession 
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of the agriculturists that were respousible for making the agricul- 
turists attractive to the Shy locks of Bengal, who posed to be sympa- 
thisers and benefactors of their neighbours, patted them on the back, 
and allured them into the spider’s net. 

If the agriculturists had any credit, they ought to have got money 
from their rich and well-to-do neighbours and countrymen at a fair 
• rate of interest. 

The so-called credit has ruined them altogether, has sent a large 
number to the jungles of Assam and has turned many a place into 
deserted village. 

On the contrary, the so-called credit of the agriculturists has 
increased the wealth of the mahajans by leaps and bounds, so much 
so that like Aladin’s lamp, palaces have l>een built overnight where 
humble huts existed. v 

It is a patent fact that there is no business so lucrative and sure 
as that of money-lending. I, therefore, repeat that the agriculturists 
had no credit at all in the true sense of the term. 

If it can he called credit at all, it was the credit of the money- 
lenders, who credited a, huge amount to their account for a small 
advance within a very short space of time. 

The individual money-lenders and the so-called corporate 
1 mahajans , viz., the loan companies, advanced money unscrupulously, 
actuated by greed alone and without considering the repaying capa- 
city of the debtors. * 

They had no mind*, and no need, and no intention to help or save 
one when in distress, but like an unscrupulous physician administered 
slow poison, taking advantage of ►heir distress and reliance on their 
wealthier neighbours. 

Can anybody imagine the amount of the unearned increment that 
has come to the pockets of the money-lenders and loan offices P 

Can anybody with a patriotic feeling and sense of national pros- 
perity justify such a huge profit that went to the coffers of the money- 
lenders? 

• • 

Was it or was it not in the best, interests of the people P 

Sir, the provisions of the Government of India Act have been 
dragged in into this discussion aijd members have pleaded that they 
constitute a weapon against the proposed amendments. 

I know, Sir, that objections on technical ground^ — technical law — 
are always resorted, to when the facts do not support a case, but to me 
who* h^s a mind to do substantial justice facts are more appealing. 

We have seen that the facts already stated more than justify an 
amendment of the Money-lenders Act in the way 'proposed. 
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The Act, I mean the Act of 1918, ought to have included in itself 
all the provisions that are now proposed to be made, because the 
economic conditions of the agriculturists justified such measures about 
two decades back. 

It is a pity that nobody realized the hastening decay of* t]ie masses 
due to the exploitation of the money-lenders — both individual and 
corporate. 

The sad plight of the dumb millions arrested the attention of 
public men again in 1933, when the Bengal Money-lenders Act was 
passed into law. 

In this connexion, I cannot resist saying that your name, Mr. 
Speaker, will go down to posterity as one of the greatest benefactors of 
the suffering masses who have been fleeced and bled white by syste- 
matic and uninterrupted inhuman campaign of usury against the 
illiterate and unsophisticated peasants for initiating the bold measure 
in 1933, so needed for the economic uplift of the country. 

It is still fresh in our memory, Sir, that most of the beneficial 
provisions incorporated in the original Bill had to be given the go-by 
in the intermediate stage and during the passing of the Bill in the 
last Council. 

The same section of the people's representative, as they call it, 
that stood in the way of the much-needed provisions at that time, is 
playing the old game this time too. 

If the sponsor of the Act could fight out against odds in order to 
gain every inch of ground, I do not, see any reason why we, the repre- 
sentatives of rural Bengal, more precisely of the peasantry, who are 
in for a better position in the legislature than before in the matte* ‘ 
of numerical strength should not be able to earn' the measure, which 
we all sincerely believe to be in the best interest of the people, to a 
successful victory. 

We have heard much, Sir, of the killing of rural credit. 

It is said, as it was said before, and, I believe, will be *said for 
times to come by the same section of the people who profess to be 
the sole leader of the country and the representatives of the people, 
but, in fact, in thought, and in action, they represent the capitalists 
and the landlords. 

Sir, I do not understand what rural credit really means. 

Had the Bengal agriculturist ever had any credit' at all? I say an 
emphatic “No”, and, therefore, they are not going to lose anything. 

It was the excessive rate of interest as well ae compound interest 
with monthly rest- 1 and the thirst for the fertile lands in possession 
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matter of great importance that we have decided %) oppose this Bill. 
I would ask the House to regard this as pointing to a moral, though 
I despair of ever persuading the House to regard us us adorning a tale. 

We have a number of notes of dissent: nearly every man who 
sat on the Select Committee has dissented from what he put his 
.signature to. I think that is a matter ot great importance. The 
amendments are far too numerous for us to grasp without long study. 
This group and many others have thought that the Bill ought to gu 
back to the Select Committee for reconsideration 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Again? 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: That there are so many amendments 
to this effect is admirable, in my opinion. What was needed to make 
it perfect was a similar amendment signed by :{(), 40 or f>() members 
of the groups who support Government. lVihaps they will repan 
that omission and make good the defect when we come to a division. 
The one thing that no one either in the Select Committee or outside 
seems to have quarrelled with is the title, and yet the title of the 
Bill is contrary to out practice, and contrary to legislative practice. 
Ivet me illustrate by comparison : We have a Bengal Children Act in 
this province, but when the Act came into operation, the children did 
not go out of existence. Children and Act can and do co-exist. But 
when this Bill come| into operation, money-lenders will go out of 
existence. What I wish to emphasise, the point T wished to make 
throughout, is this: that the Bill, if it had its proper title would not 
be the Money-Lenders Bill, nor the Abolition of Money-lenders’ Bill 
but a Bill for the abolition of credif and therefore of borrowers. And 
that is the point of view from which we should regard it. Mr. 
Rtpuitan has considered the matter from one point of view; many of 
us prefer to consider it from another point of view. Some members 
of the Select Committee have been quite consistent. We can gather 
from their Notes of Dissent that money-lenders and lending and 
borrowing are nol at all necessary, that Bengal can get on without 
them and the sooner we sw r eep all these out of our economic life, the 
better for the province, the better for the health and soul of every 
man in it. That is a point of view that w t p cannot accept. For the 
obvious fact is that people do borrow and people will borrow, that we 
have had within .the last fortnight* or three weeks complaints in this 
House that the poor people cannot borrow, that credit is drying up 
and that the money-lenders arc not, coming forward because of this* 
Act and that. The^ trouble is that many in this House apd outside 
think that lending and borrowing are two separate activities. They 
have not been brought up to see that they are only two aspects of the 
one activity, that if you have borrowers, you must have lenders: if 
you have lenders, you must have borrowers. I know it is difficult. I 
20 
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remember once readftig in a newspaper artic le that c hildren are so com- 
petent in this world and parents so unnecessary that we should 
abolish parents and hand the world over to the children. And some- 
body, who was a retired member, 1 think, of one of the Imperial 
Services, wrote to say that lie had never seen so ridiculous a tiling in 
his life. If they did away with parent-, there could be no children! 
We might apply that point of view to our economic life. 

Lending and borrowing are activity, and noe of us can say tha\ 
this activity is not necessary tor the maintenance of the economic life 
of Bengal. We have a province consisting mainly of peasants. They 
labour during harvest time and between harvests they have a long 
time when men, women and children have to be fed, seeds to be 
bought, and rent to be* paid. The peasant has no saving-, out of which 
he can do these himself, llow then aie the peasant and his wife to 
live if there is no source from which lie can get tin* temporary help 
that he wants? We have been told that credit is drying up. 1, as a 
humble worker in the field ol co-operative credit, ha\e on occasion 
put m\ view's before you, 1 have put my views before Government, 
and I may say that recently the Directors ot the Bengal ’Go-operative 
Bank formally put in a representation to Government that this Bill, 
if it goes through and becomes an Act in the terms as they stand 
before us, will give a death-blow to co-operative ciedit in Bengal 
Let us think of lenders and borrowers as merely tin* convex and concave 
of a curve. None of us is m> pool a mat heniat irian a', to imagine that 
he can modify or obliterate the convex of a curv" and leave the concave 
unaffected. Vet that is what we think we tan do in mu economic 
activity. A great deal ol argument can sometimes be summed up in 
a short parable. 1, theretoie, make bold to till tin* IImim* ot a vt*i\ 
little story about a man who injured Ins face and could not get, it 
healed. Some weeks later, a drug-inanutaet wring company heard that 
he had been using one of its preparations and wrote to him tor a 
testimonial. lie sent, one. It said: — 


“Dear Sirs, 

I recently damaged my face badly and tin* flesh got* poisoned. 
No medical treatment was of any avail. 1 could find nothing that 
would have auy effect. Someone told me of your skin-healing prepa- 
ration. I have used it for three weeks. I have used only two bottles 
and the result has been remarkable. The injury is still there. But 
Ahe face himself has entirely disappeared. (Laughter.) f 

This Bill will entirely obliterate some things that we want to keep, 
some things without which we cannot live; and the greatest of these 
is credit. The peasant must have his credit. Let us put on one side, 
as often as we can, the ugly word “money-lender” with all the impli- 
cations that have grown round it. Let us think of the peasant and 
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the cjedit he wants. He naturally desires to k$ep liimselt alive and 
to keep his wife and children alive between harvests. What 1 am 
saying is, I am sure, not the view of this Group alone. Study the 
Notes of Dissent, a note from almost every member, and in a footnote 
it is implied that Government is expecting Notes of Dissent from the 
three members who have not yet signed. There is besides an important 
note from the representatives of hanks who discussed and examined 
this measure for the Chambers of Commerce 1 would ask you again 
to remember what has been said in this House and outside by men who 
know about the position into which co-operative credit has been 
manoeuvred by various measures that we and others have been dealing 
with. 

Lastly, let me ask you to think a little along first principles. A 
man who uses another’s money, or land, or house, or curt, or boat 
expects and is expected to pay rent for the privilege. Again, the 
peasant. I repeat, must live between haivois and someone iiiin 
help him to live. We know the iaults ot money -Icndci s, lmt ii 
is not neces.s.ii\ to assume that they are all sharks, tyrants, grinders 
ot the face’ ot the pool!', K\er\ country has its literature about them 
Cven country has its memories and its jests about them. Mas I 
mention how in Lngland they educated tin* people into a propel defence 
against them!' There was a well-known humourist who had a song, and 
he saug it before tin* King and the Queen to show how the pool live 
hi the song he tells* how lie went to borrow 1*400 from a moiiey-lemlei 
t,, build a Luge lious** The money-lender put £100 on the table and 
made him sign a leceipt toi £100. When he commenced to pick up 
the money , the money -lendei sajd “Wait a minute," Then the 
moiie\ -lendei first of all picked up part of the iikuici and said “that 
• the first \ eai s repayment of the capital” Then he picked up more 
mone\ and said “that is the first veal's tepa\ merit of interest’’. Then 
he picked up some more money and said "that is the guarantee for the 
payment of tin* second .year’s inlnesl”. Then some moic and said 
“that is the first year’s charge for .your security bond”. Thus he 
picked up sum after sum and finally, says the song, “1 took my two 
pound tAi and went away to build my little House.” I suggest that 
that sore of thing is a better defence against any iniquity on the part 
of the money-lender than many of the rigorous clauses which we have 
here. If our Minister, who is a frreat humourist, can construct a few 
songs for use in country districts and get them sung at festivals, f 
think the people at large will be better defended against the wil$s aW 

evils of the money-lenders than b\ this Bill ns it is. 

’ • 

Fifcallv, may I sav one thing? The study of economic 
history shows in every country that you must be very careful 
in your legislation against money-lending etfls because every 

20A 
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time you try to check the money-lender, if you- are careless, you may 
make things worse. Even laws which reduce the rate of interest have 
generally the effect of tending to raise the rate of interest, because 
everyone is a further handicap on the money-lender and the money- 
lender expects the public at large to compensate him for every addi- 
tional handicap. 

1 would refer only to one other matter. I do not know why the 
Select Committee has dealt with compound interest and the principle 
of damdupat in the way it has, nor has my friend Mr. Morgan been 
able to enlighten me. It is a difficult matter, this compound 
interest. T remember in my study of these things some years ago, 1 
came across in the legislation of another province either in a clause 
of an act or in some comment on it, the statement that all interest 
that is difficult to calculate shall be deemed to be compound interest. 
Compound interest is difficult and 1 have been wondering (my past 
experience always comes thrusting into my mind) whether some mem- 
bers of the Select Committee eliminated it from consideration because 
they have small boys who are worried about it in their arithmatic at 
school and have commanded their fathers to do something about it 

My last word is that money-lending is a business, a business that 
itself tends to become an unfair business, so it is right that a legisla- 
ture and a Government and everybody in authority should use its 
power, its ability, its vigilance to see that what we may call a natural 
tendency to unfairness is not allowed to develop. For the rest, we 
cannot do without lending. A village cannot do ‘without some sources 
where it can get credit in great need, and those sources in our villages 
are co-operative credit societies, which depend upon the local peoph* 
for their capital, and money-lenders (call them what you will) We 
should remember that the villager in India has kept himself goint 
for century after century by using the money-lender at his need and 
making him an instrument of his own welfare. That is what we want 
to do with this legislation. If we can improve this Bill for thi* 
purpose, I am sure that Government will have the full support of 
everyone in the House in that attempt. As the Bill has come to qs 
from the Select Committee there are many in this House who feel 
that it will be disastrous, disastrous especially to those whom we are 
anxious to help. 

<. 

^ Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I rise with 

diffidA.e after the interesting speech of the member who spoke before 
me. His eloquence combined with humour made 1 the speech more 
effective and appealing to the House in spite of his weak case. In the 
matter of humour the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill was not 
lacking. He put forward his motion in his own humorous way. A 
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voice: Why not put forward your humour also.) (1 am only a matter- 
of-fact man.) 1 find that one member who opposed the motion began 
by saying that it is ultra vires of this House to initiate a legislation 
like this. I have heard with great attention and patience the reasons 
which have been adduced in support of his proposition, hut I am sorry 
• 1 am not convinced by those arguments that it is ultra vires of this 
legislature to legislate on this matter. The only thing that can be 
said and has been put forward in the dissentient notes is that some of 
the items come under the Federal list and not the provincial; to that 
extent the Bill might be said to be ultra vires. We have looked to it. 
The Bill is operative only with regard to certain items and the provin- 
cial legislature has got ample power just to prescribe a specific method 
by which the Act has to operate. T do not think that anything in the 
Government of India Act prevents the provineial legislature from 
giving effect to these necessary provisions to meet the needs of the 
situation. It is admitted on all hands, even by the money-lenders 
themselves, that the Bengal agriculturists are greatly indebted. You 
must take, early steps to relieve the debtors; otherwise it is no use 
having a machine to suck blood if there is no blood. If the money- 
lenders feel that they cannot get back their money, they would 
willingly forego some amount of interests. I had been to Burma 
once and found there a sot ol money-lenders who do not care for their 
principal They do not take two meals a day before they can invest 
a lakh of rupees and get interest from that. 1 have seen some of them 
have got .to saerifkV their principal in their gned for interest 
We are in this unfortunate position that our agriculturists — and 
middle-class too — are indebted and indebted to an extent that it will 
be very difficult for any Government to tackle the problem satisfac- 
'•♦mrilv with only Debt Conciliation Boards. If I had the power 1 
would have asked the Bengal Government not to introduce a Debt 
Conciliation measure but to introduce a Debt Cancellation measure. 
The one panacea for all ills — unemployment, indebtedness, helpless- 
ness. ( >f r- — i s the abolition of interest. I do not know who was 
responsible for the introduction of the system of “interest” but unless 
interest which is very bad in itself is abolished no great improvement 
: n the condition of the people is possible. Interest is a great evil and 
it is a source of temptation to the capitalist to get. rich at the expense 
of the borrowers. Tn my humbte opinion interest is the root of all 
evils and economic and political diseases. Now we are trying to reduce 
interest through Co-operative Societies. What is /he object of a Gin- 
operative Society?, It is to advance loan at the lowest rate of interest 
possitjje. So the ideal Bank would be one, which can lend money 
without interest. That should be the aim and ideal of Go-operative 
Societies. If that is done, any nation can easily eradicate poverty 
and indebtedness from its midst.* After all we are copying the western 



294 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


jfam April, 


models. The very framers of this Bill say ‘that they are merely 
following the methods and ideals which have proved beneficial in 
England and other countries in the West: As a matter of fact the 
whole world is suffering from tin’s interest incubus. If the Bengal 
Government were to introduce a measure which would not only relieve 
the debtors of theii debts but also cure the money-lenders of .their 
avarice, by abolishing interest then 1 for myself would welcome it 
most. 

As regards the point made by one of the speakers about the Bill 
being ultra vires of the Provincial Legislature and infra vires of the 
Gentral Legislature, my submission is that if the Money-lenders Act 
which was passed by the old Bengal Legislative Council was not consi- 
dered to be ultra vires , this cannot be held so. and I floa t think that 
there is am provision in the Bill before the House except the stopping 
of interest which was not in the old Act There is nothing in the 
present Bill In militate against the exercise ot their legitimate power 
h\ the Bengal Government urnlei the Government of India Aet. 

1 congratulate the honourable membe? who ha" iust spoken on the 
title which lie wants to give to this Bill He says that it is not a 
Mone\ -lenders Bill but a Mone\ -choking Bill, a Bill fo? abolishing 
borrowers and credit. I would have been ver\ glad if the Government 
of Bengal had introduced such a measure and the people of Bengal 
would have telt inmienselx grateful if theii pool people could hav* 
been saved from the money-lenders temptation The real fact is that 
there are a set of nionex -lenders who always induce people' to borrow 
moiiev from them, because there is the temptation of interest. If you 
put 100 sol \cnl persons and one iuoticx -lendei in a particular place 
\ou will find lhat those 100 poison." in spile of their solvent condition 
will be beguiled into his trap. I would congratulate ihe Bengal 
Government if flies could allege! hoi abolish money-lending on interest. 
There should be none in Bengal foieed to borrow' money from anybody 
h\ circumstances. There is not the least doubt that the whole difficulty 
has arisen on account of the evil ol interest. Sir, T think that this 
Bill does not give full relief to the needy people. It has orly gone 
half-way. 

Sir, one point has been raised on the ground of iniquity to the 
decree-holders. It is said that t litre should be no prohibition of 
interest on decretal amount. Theie are cases where award of interest 
after the decree operates haishlv on debtors. In the case of disputes 
filed by Go-operative Banks against debtors, interest is allowed to run 
by the award but I have found by experience that it unnecessarily 
swells the debt which cannot be easily recovered. Therefore I don’t 
think that there is any equitx in the contention for running of interest 
after the decree. Of course it would be much better if there is nq 
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interest but once you permit interest to go on it looks iniquitous that 
alter the decree there should he no interest. Interest might be 
reduced. 

1 find that in the Report of the Select Committee that objection 
has been raised to the application of the Bill to Banks, Go-operative 
Societies, and promissory notes by tin* European Group. The regula- 
tion ot the money-lending business and rate of interest is certainly 
within the powci of this legislature, if promissory notes and interest 
are excluded, the whole object of this Hi 1 1 will be frustrated. 

As regards the legal point raised by Mr. Khaitan I think the main 
r espon sibil it \ tails on the Hon hie Nawah Muslim nitT Hussain, who 
"ill have to show whether this Bill is ultra ruts of this Legislature 
*»r not With these few words 1 commend the Bill to the acceptance 
of the House, or its considei ation clause by clause. 

Mr* ABDUL KARIM I Mi Speakei, Sir, I agree that the same set 
of measures should not regulate tin* diOen-nt classes of credit transac- 
tions such as agricult nial, industrial and commercial. We can jnst 

now bettei confine ouiseKes mainly lo tie* problems of rural indebted- 

ness As regards industrial and common ial credit transactions, we 
may for tin* present keep them outside ihe operation ol the present Bill 
so tar as it docs not ailed the loans advanced to bonowcis who arc agri- 
culturists by occupation I admit, Sii, that any measure we undertake 
to consider on the floor of this House should lie taken up cautiously so 
that it may* not put afiv undue restrictions on the progressivr* develop- 
ments of industrial organisations of the province on whom practically 
depends the future prosperity ol tin* people of Bengal for which wc are 
.looking forward. 

Sir. at the same rime il cannot al-o he denied that the present 
poverty of the people is due largely to indebtedness, the reverse of 

which also is equally true. In 1930, the Bengal Provincial Banking 

Enquiry Committee estimated the total agricultural debt at 100 erores 
and the average debt pci agriculturist family at Rs. 100. The amount 
has now •gone up. According to the report of the Reserve Bank of 
India, it went up to ISO cron** in 1933. The existence of this crushing 
debt has been universally acknowledged to be one of the main causes 
of the present state of affairs As Wolff, in his “Co-operation in 
India”, put it ‘*The country is in the grip of the Mahajan, It is the 
bonds of debt that shackle agriculture.” 

- Sir, the presence of this huge volume of indebtedness, which has 
l>een for the most part unproductive, constitutes one of the most serious 
problefhs of agricultural economy in our country. In the circum- 
stances, Sir, a Bill of the type we have before us to-day has been long 
overdue. » • 
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Sir, after all wliat has this Bill provided fpr? It has mainly pro- 
vided for registration and licensing of money-lenders, regulation of ac- 
counts, limitation of exorbitant rates of interest and powers of courts 
for recovery of debts. 

Legislation regarding licensing and control of money-lenders has 
been taken in other countries also to iegulate the business of money- 
lending in order to avoid the abuse of powers of the money-lenders which 
they have over their borrowers. The imperfect civil law on tbe subject 
and its administration have also been responsible to a ceitnin extent tor 
the present state of affairs. It has also been obsened b\ some 
authorities on Indian Economics that owing to excessive pressure of 
work, the judges of the civil courts followed the line of least resistance 
and favoured a rigid and literal application of the law without attempt- 
ing to go behind the bond and that sale of the mortgaged land for the 
satisfaction of a debt under a civil decree became an ordinary expedient 
instead of tbe exceptional resort that it had been in the pre-British 
period. 

In the circumstances. Sir. can it be denied that a legislative measure 
like the present Bill has been imperative in the present, state of affairs? 

Regarding rural credit of which much has been said on the floor of 
this House I feel, Sir, that there is need for rural credit for improve- 
ment of agriculture. Hut, Sir. I submit that no legislation by itself 
can cither disturb or create rural credit. This is a pioblem that requires 
careful and thorough examination of the \arious cTcumstances relating 
to it. The borrowers must learn to invest their borrowed loan for pro- 
ductive purposes, and the relationship between tbe borrower and tbe 
debtor must be cordial and humane, before we can expect to have rural 
credit in the proper sense of the term. The lender must not look for 
the expropriation of the borrower* landed property. He should see 
that money is used for productive purposes and he gets a share of file 
profit out of that production. 1 do not think that the present Bill is 
likely to interfere or disturb the existing state of afFairs so far as rural 
credit is concerned. 

My friends may be alarmed that this legislation will affect the Joint- 
Stock Companies like the loan companies which exist in such large 
numbers in mofussil areas. These loan companies are by no mean* 
banks in the true sense of the term. They are only corporate bodies 
of individual money-lenders who pool their resources together to exploit 
the ignorant and illiterate masses. What the private money-lender does 
individually, these companies do collectively. Far from helping national 
developments in any direction, their only business is to exploit money 

from one particular class to satisfy thp greed of another class 

(Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Coalition Benches) If by this 

legislation we can remove these eruptions of an unhealthy, economic 
disease, we shall earn the gratitude of every one in the long run. 
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With these words, Bir, 1 support the motion for the consideration of 
the Bill. 

Mftlflvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a member of the Select 
Committee, 1 owe it to myself as well as to many ot my friends who 
were. serving on that Committee from day to day and were devoting 
• their energies to examining the clauses ot t lie Bill, (hat I should say a 
few words in support of the report ot the Select Committee. 1 must 

first of all congratulate my friend, Mr. Khaitan, who, as an able 
Advocate, has put the ease ot his clients of Burra Bazar and of Clive 
Street before us all; and 1 must also congratulate Mr. Wordsworth of 
Chowringhee who, to safeguard the interests of his fellow brethren, lias 
also tried his best to oppose the Bill in the form in which it has been 
presented. Sir. in opposing the consideration of this Bill, Mi. Khaitan 
has challenged the Government as to whether it was within the power 
of the Government to bring a Bill of this nature, or whetliei it was 
within the competency of the Select Committee to change the character 
of the Bill from what it was before May I tell my friend, Mr. Khaitan, 
and his company that the origin of this Bill was the result of the 
introduction of a Bill of'Hhis nature by my friend, Mr. Ahmad Hussain, 
and Mr. Rajibuddin Tarafdar. It is well-known to me (hat when the 
Bill was being discussed at Darjeeling, it was lie and many others who 
wanted to ha\e a comprehensive Bill a Bill which might embrace not 
only the agriculturists m the Motussil but also might apply to the 
people of Calcutta 

Mr. DEBI PROSAO KHAITAN: ( >n a point ot personal explanation. 
Sir I must deny the accuracy of fliis statement. I never said that it 
. would be extended to Calcutta. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI S It was then, Sir, that Government asked 
the sponsors of those Bills to withdraw them so that Government might 
bring in a Bill which might be more comprehensive and might apply 
to the whole province of' Bengal. As a icsult of that, this Bill was 
brought •before the House. It is quite well known that the borrowers, 
particularly the borrowers of the mofussil, were being oppressed for a 
very long time for the exacting and the excessive rates of interest that 
were being charged by the money-lenders and tin* capitalists of the 
country. Government being alive to this fad tried to bring in a legisla- 
tion so far back as in 1899, when in the Con trad Act they gave certain 
powers to the civil courts to use (heir discretion in flie matter of allow- 
ing of interest up* to a certain percentage. But the civil courts used 
that discretion not so* much in favour of the borrowers, but in favour of 
the capitalists. That measure did not prove to be of much utility to 
the people for whom it was meant. Then in the year 1880 the Usurious 
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Loans Act was brought into existence by the ' Government because 
Government felt that it was their imperative duty to protect those 
people who were hard hit by the money-lenders. Even that Usurious 
Loans Act of 1880 did not effect a change in the mentality of the 
capitalists and money-lenders nor did it empower the courts to such an 
extent as to give effect to the intentions of the Government. Then, Sir, 
it is well known that the Hanking Enquiry Committee was appointed 
in order to go into these questions and also to suggest ways and means 
by which the rate of interest and the lot of the tenantry, the borrowers 
of Bengal, might be improved. 

I remember one case in the report of the Hanking Enquiry (com- 
mittee. That ease was referred to in the judgment of a District Judge, 
which was placed before that Committee, and it was found that interest 
of a sum of Its 4,000 was charged and realised h\ the money-lender 
capitalist on a principal of Hs 300 only This shows the state of 
affairs prevailing at the time. The present Government in iU anxiety 
to give relief to the pom people lias luought this Hill in order to put an 
effective cheek on usur\ and also on extortionate transactions It is for 
this reason that the Select Committee in its deliberations took into 
eonsiderat ion all the clauses of the Hill and tried to make it as liberal 
as possible. 

The arguments that have been ad\anced to-day by my friend 
Mr. Khaitan were also advanced before the Select Committee, hut the 
Select Committee in its wisdom did not think it fight and proper to 
accept those arguments of his, and tin* Hill has come out of the Selei t 
Committee in the torm in which we find it to-day. 

Mr. Wordsworth threw out a suggestion to the effect that the Hill 
might he recommitted to the Select Committee foi reconsideration. 
Sir, the report ot the Select Committee is there; tin* minutes of dissent 
are also there. (Dr. N \mnakmi \ Svnval: Flow many?) It may he 
main, but. they are there. Therefore, the question of recommittal does 
not come in at all. 11 is for the House to consider the report of the 
Select Committee as well as the minutes of dissent and arrive at what- 
ever decision it likes. 

If. is no wonder, Sir, that e\en to-day Mr Khaitan and his Group 
and Mr. Wordsworth and the Group that he is lepiesonting should 
want to perpetuate the tyranny and despotism of the money-lenders by 
thus trying to shelve this Mone> -lenders Hill. (Cries <d “Hear, hear” 
from Congress benches.) I want only to warn them that the times have 
changed and that the days of democracy have come, and therefore the 
despotism of yore can never he exercised for any logger period. 

Sir, T will examine some of the statements that have been- made 
by my friend Mr. Khaitan regarding the ultra vires nature of this Bill. 
My friend has referred to some sections of the Government of India Act 
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and has tried to interpret them in a manner which might suit hi s 
purpose. My friend ought to remember that he is an attorney and not a 
lawyer and though he has tried to inteipivt the sections in the way 
that suits his purpose best 1 submit that I shall try to show that those 
sections hu\c got no applicability to the facts of the present case. 

Clause (/) of section 1 00 ot the (io\ eminent ot India Act lays down 
that the Federal hegislatuie has got an exclusive right to legislate 
upon some matters which ha\e been enumerated in list 1 of tbc seventh 
* schedule. In list 1 ot the seventh schedule, 39 items have been enume- 
rated, but I can challenge my friend if he is sincere and honest that 
none of those items ran cover the principle of the present Money-lenders 
Bill. (Dr. X w.inaksh a Swyai.. The word “honest” is not 
parliamentary.) 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: May 1 rise on a pmnl of order. 
Sir? Would my friend care to explain how my sincerity and honesty 
come into question at all? <Dr \vttnakmh Sim u . Sit. let us 
adjourn till to-morrow.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Befoec I accept the advice of Dr. Sanyal, viz., that 
we should adjourn till to-morrow, 1 may say that to-morrow immediately 
after Mr. Bari finishes his speech 1 will ask members who have given 
notices of recommittal or other motions to move their motions, and there- 
after the debate will continue. 

• • 

Adjournment. 

The Rouse was then adjourned till 4-4b p.m on Tuesday, the 4th of 
Apr il , 1939, at flic Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Tub Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, t 
the 4th April, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.t.k. ) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 215 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Increase of crimes in Raiganj police-station, Dina] pur. 

•316. Babu 8YAMA PRASAD BARMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware that thefts 
and burglaries and similar crimes against property,. have of late increased 
in ]M)liee-station Raiganj in the district of Dinajpur? 

(b) It so, does the Hon’ble Minister propose ascertaining the causes 
of increase of crimes? „ 

(r) Ts tlie Hon ’hie Minister aware — 

(?) that Raiganj is on the border line of Bengal; 

(?/) that acts of crime are often repented; and 

(in) that police strength at the thana is not adequate to meet the 
situation ? 

(d) If so, what steps are being taken to increase the strength of 
police force at Raiganj ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) No. 

(b) and (d) Do not arise. 

<0 (0 Yes. 

(it) I have no information. 

(Hi) No. 
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Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKURl With deference* to («), 
will the Hon ble Minister he pleased to ‘state if he made any enquiry ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MUD DIN : Yes, and I can give you 

the figures if you like. 


The number of daeoits- 
In 1988—2. 

In 1937— 1. 

In 1936 — 5. 

In 1935—2. 

In 1934—1. 

The number oi burglaries— 
In 1938—26 
In 1937—27 
In 1936—34 
In 1935—29. 

In 1934- 23 


The number of robberies — 

In 1938— Nil. 

In 1937- Nil. 

In 1936 1 

In 1985- 1. 

In 1934—2. 

1 he number of theft a- 
Jn 1938-19. 

In 1937—19. 

In 1936- 22. 

In 1935—20. 

In 1934-17. 


Granting stipends to Sotfeduled Castes students. 

*•*317. Babu MADHU SUDAN SARKAR: (a) N ihe Flon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that the Scheduled Tastes are backward in education; 

(n) that only a few Scheduled Tastes college students have been 
granted stipends ranging from Its. \ to Its. 8 from the fund 
# of Its. 5 lakhs specially provided in the last revised budget 
for the advancement of the education of the Scheduled 
Castes ; 

(in) that no students reading ih high English, middle English or 
primary schools get any help from the fund as yet; 

(tv) that suggestion and recommendation of the Committee specially 
appointed for the disbursement of the grant have not been 
* • accepted by the Government; and 

(v) that there is a saving of Its. 3 lakhs as shown in the budget 
of 1939-40? 
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(b) What is the policy of the Government regarding spending of 

the amount? / 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making the 
grant of Rs. 5 lakhs a recurring one tor the educatiqp of the Scheduled 
Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) ( i ) and (r) Yes. * 

(ii) 258 Scheduled Castes college students were granted stipends 
ranging from Rs. 6 to Rs. 8 per month. The total amount spent for 
the purpose was Rs. 20,000. 

(Hi) Yes — as the Scheduled Castes Education Committee made no 
recommendation for the purpose. 

(iv) Some of the suggestions and recommendations of the Com- 
mittee have been accepted by Government with certain modifications. 
Others are under consideration. 

(b) The policy of distribution ot the balance of the grant will be 
decided by Government on receipt ot further recommendations of the 
Scheduled Castes Education Committee. 

(c) No. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to (c), the reasons for not making the 
grant of Us. 5 lakhs a recurring grant? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 gave my leu&uns duiing 
the time of the budget discussion when dealing with this point. 

* » 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to <r),* will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten ih whether originallv 
it. was the express desire ot the Government that t lit* amount will be 
made a recurring grant for expenditure tor the education ot scheduled 
castes? 

f *’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It was not a question 
of recurring grunt of Rs. 5 lakhs. We have made a beginning with 
Rs. 5 lakhs and as soon as eases are made out for more* money, Govern- 
ment will give the money and there will be no lack of sympathy on the 
part of the Government in meeting those cases. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for making a distinction between the 
amount allotted p^r student under the grant for the scheduled castes, 
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namely, Rs. G»to Rs. 8 nnd the amount allotted for Muslim* students, 
e.g., in the Medical College, Muslim students who have not even 
applied for any stipend are getting substantial amounts ranging up to 
Rs. 300 as a lum^ sum stipend 

Mr. SPEAKER: The latter portion of the question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased t^ state if he is aware that in the Medical College, Muslim 
students who have not even put in applications for stipends have been 
given substantial stipends and, if so, what are the amounts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is absolutely incorrect 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I sa\ no stipends were 
given without any application. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to (a) (,r). 
will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleaded to -late what were the suggest ions 
and rccommcndat ioiin of the Committee which were not uteepted b\ the 
(government and ll^c leasons wh\ (iovernmenl did not accept, those 
recommendations? 

. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot go into details 
otf-hand * 

♦ Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: wr-T* ziu w c* otto fa 

Scheduled Castes education Committee* 2T*rw CW ai 4 ^ W^rTct v^atfaiT c*t 
modify WZ< r%$\ modifv fa $T*«t stfC*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: C*r accept jrtt 

*rr \ • 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: *P2rt mm c<tro 

fa ^ nature^ 

• * 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Most impraetica. 1 sugges- 
tions 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: swra «refl wm mrr cttc? 5'nrj'i 

Wo ’ffnrcv 


Th. Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: cn a*rc Wtra =nti 
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Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With* refyence to (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he leased to 8tafe if it is a fact that the 
answer has been given on the basis of. the*. -statement which the 
lion’ble Minister made that if he was to mate a recurring grant of 
Rs. 0 lakhs for the scheduled castes alone, he would have to demand 
R*. lf>0 lakhs for the Muslims because they were 30 times more in 
i. umber ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. That statement was 
made only by way of an illustration. Sir, if you permit me, I want 
to make this point clear. I do not understand why there shohld be 
ibis nervousness on the part of the scheduled caMes or so much anxiety 
on the part of their caste Hindu friends. What I said was this: “the 
scheduled castes students have now double advantages. They can 
avail themselves of the facilities ot instructions 'afforded by the* ordinary 
educational institutions and over and above that, thev have got this 
Us. 0 lakhs grant from which stipends are given and hostels are being 
erected. The facility of their taking ad\antage ot the ordinan 
educational institutions will not be taken away. On the other hand, 
as we go on and demands are made, more funds will be supplied”. 1 
hope that will be a satisfactory solution. As regards flu* Muslims, 
they are taking advantage of the ordinary educational institutions. 
There is no lump grant for Muslim education which we have given for 
scheduled castes education. 

* Ml", 8URENDRA NATH BISWA^Si Will the Rouble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government have made it a rule that the\ 
w ill spend monev out of this grant of Rs. 5 lakhs only on the recoifc- - 
mendation of the Committee or whether Government may take 
the initiative of spending some money according to the needs of the 
students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government can ccrtainlj 
take the initiative. 


Mf, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there are many students belonging 
to the scheduled castes community, who are too poor to defray the 
expenses for colleges? 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ r If such a student makes 
an application, I am sure be will be given a stipend. 
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Mr. SURE0DRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to stale what is the total airfount of expenditure that has 
been up to date recommended .by the Committee out of these Rs. 5 
lakhs P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 remember having 
• answered a question to that effect some time ago. I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble the Chief Minister kindly refresh his memory and 
let us know whether he himself declared in this House that the amount 
of Rs. 5 lakhs will be a recurring grant s 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I never said that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us whether this amount was withheld because some 
of the scheduled castes members withheld their votes P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : We are not so mean as 
that. 

Clerks in Dinajpur Collectorate. 

. *318. Maul vi IAAFIZUDDIN CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to 
state — 

(i) the present number of clerks in the higher grade of the Dinaj- 
pur Collectorate; 

(u) the number of them who are (1) Hindus and (ii) Muslims; and 

(in) whether the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules and other Govern- 
ment instructions are followed in the matter of making 
appointment and maintaining Muslim percentage in the 
higher grade clerks of the Dinajpur Collectorate? 

• (6) I^there any rule for the direct appointment of Muslim candidates 
in the higher grade for maintaining the percentage when suitable candi- 
dates from among the Muslim clerks in the lower grade are not 
available ? • 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
.Minister be pleased to state whether direct appointment was ever made 
in the higher grade in the Dinajpur Collectorate to keep up the Muslim 
percentage P 

(d) *Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
number of Muslims in the higher grade of the Dinajpur Collectorate 
either by promotion or direct appointments P 

21 



306 QUESTIONS. [4th*Apbil, 

MINISTER in oharge of the REVENUE DEPARTMEJIT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): ( a ) ( i ) 14. 

(ii) Hindus ... 12 

Muslims ... 1 

Vacant ... I 

14 

(hi) Yes. 

(b) and ( c ) No. 

(d) Muslims of belter qualifications are now being recruited in the 
lower division and it is expected that when their turn comes the j>ercen- 
tagc will be increased by promotion. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to answer 
(✓/), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is not a fact 
that in case of fresh appointment, the communal question is only 
taken into consul* ration, but in case of promotion only merit is taken 
into consideration ? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: lie h as not contradicted that. That is why it is 
said that because there is more recruitment there lore there will be 
more chances of promotion. 


Report against Charge Superintendent of Ullapara in connection with 
loans and relief to the flood-affected agriculturists in terms of the 
resolution of the Flood Conference, Jalpaiguri. 

0 ' 

*319. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: (a) With reference to the reply to 
unstarred question No. 5(», dated the 10th March, 1939, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact * 

(/) that an M.UA. represented the case to the Hon’ble Minister; 
and 

(a) that the letter was acknowledged by the Hon’ble Minister? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said letter was forwarded to the local official 
for enquiry and report? 
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(c) A, the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the report has been received from the local officer; 

(ii) if so, whether the Hon’ble Minister is considering the 

desirability of laying a copy of the report on the table ; and 
(in) if the report is against the then Charge Superintendent at 
Ullapara, what action is proposed to be taken against him? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (n), (b) and (c) (/) 

Yes. 

(c) (ii) No. 

(Hi) The rej)ort is not against the Charge Superintendent. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer (r) (m), 
viz., the report is not against the Charge Superintendent, will the 
llon’ble Minister be pleased to state against whom the report w as? 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is con- 
fidential. 


* Money spent on Jails of Bengal. 

# 

*320. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state— 

(/) the names of contractors who at present supply food to different 
jails of the province including Calcutta; 

(ii) the amount spent on an annual average for each jail with their 
names ; 

(Hi) whether tenders are called for these contracts; and 

* • 

(n>) whether lowest tenders are accepted in all cases? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble. 
Minister be pleased to state the Reasons for not accepting the lowest 
tenders P 

• 

The Hon’ble Kftwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (/) and (ii) The infor- 
mation* is not readily available and its collection will involve an expendi- 
ture of time and labour which I am not prepared to incur, 

(m) Yes. 

e 


21a 
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( iv ) Yes, provided that the tenders are in order, the sample are up 
to the required standard, and the contractor is of reliable standing and 
reputation. 

(b) Vide the answer to (a) (iv) above. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of Jails in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE; With reference to answer (a)(iii), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what kinds of announce- 
ment are made for calling tenders, whether in newspapers or other- 
wise? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Usually in the local 

jail office also in the local district newspapers, if there are any. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if registers are not kept showing the names of contractors to 
whom the contracts are given? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly they are 'kept 
in every jail. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how difficult it is to collect the names of the contractors to whom 
the contracts are given? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You will have to write 
to all the jails. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Does tile Hon’ble Minister think that 
writing to all the jails will cost much? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government will consider the desirability of adver- 
tising in the newspapers while calling for tenders in future? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe as far as large 

quantities are concerned, usually there is advertisement in pll the 
newspapers but I will look into that again and if I find any contract 
worth any large sum of money has not been advertised in the news- 
papers, I will see that it is done in future. 
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Framing of constables in Sarda Police Training College. 


*321. BabU PREMHARI BARMA: (a) Is the lion 'hie Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department aware — 

( i ) that Bengali constable recruits find it difficult to follow the 

instructions of the non-Bengali Drill Instructors posted at 
the Police Training College at Sarda; and 

(ii) that almost all the Instructors are non-Bengal is P 


(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negatho, will the Hon’hle 
Minister is pleased to state for the present time— 

(t) the number* of Bengali and non-Bengali Instructors; 

(ii) the number of Bengali and non-Bengali Inspectors, Sub-Inspec- 
tors, and Head Constables in the Armed Branch of the Bengal 
Police Force; and 

(Hi) the number of Bengali, non-Bengali, Muhammadans, general 
Hindus, and Scheduled Castes Hindus, in the Armed Branch 
of the Bengal Police Force? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
Bengali Instructors for the training of the Bengali constables? 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) No. 

(ii) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

*(c) No. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Hod ’hie Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that some of the Bengali recruits have been 
discharged on the ground that they did not understand the instructions 
of* the nen-Bengali instructors? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ’hat is not correct, 
Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the instructions are given in Bengali or in 

Hindi P 

• 

The HOfPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said 
that % instructions are given by non-Bengalis. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WAS: With reference to a»$wer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not 
considering the desirability of appointing Bengali instructors for the 
training of the Bengali constables? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN S Because at the present time 
there are no Bengalis in the armed force, how can I find out an armed 
Bengali instructor? 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS* In view of his answer, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether lie considers the 
desirability of recruiting Bengalis as armed constables? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have already said 
practically in every range there is a platoon of Bengalis in the armed 
branch and experiment is being made with them. 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to enquire whether one Bharat Chandra Sinlia and another Manindra 
Chandra Das were discharged simply on the ground that they could 
not understand the instructions of the instructor? 

The Hon’ble Kwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I V \ ill make an enquiry. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: sral mm m fftfi fus i w & m 

instructor fafa FI FTTFIFR FI almost ail of them are non- Bengalis 

—4 fWfl dft WE FI fa TO faM WH 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already replied 
to that question. Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas put a question; I have jfist * 
explained the position. 

Muslim mill hands of Tittagarh and Aryya Samaj activities. 

•322. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
to state what steps, if any, have the Government taken to protect the 
Muslim mill hands of Tittagarh, district 24-Parganas? 

(6) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the Muslim mill hands of Tittagarh cannot still move 
about freely in the public thoroughfares there; and 

(tt) that the Hon’ble Minister visited Tittagarh personally to enquire 
, into the incident of pig throwing ; in the Ata Mohammed 
Mosque at Tittagarh? 
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(c) Ik the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter P 


(d) Is it a fact that during his visit at Tittagarh a number of 
Moslem mill hands represented to him what in their opinion was the 
cause of most of the troubles at Tittagarh? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of directing enquiry into the matter? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Circle Inspector and both the Sub- Inspectors 
of Tittagarh than a are Hindus? 

(g) If so, are the Government considering the desii ability of posting 
immediately a Moslem Circle Inspector or a Moslem olHcer-in-charge of 
the Tittagarh than a? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The protective slips 
usual at the time of such an occurrence were taken. 

(b) (i) No. 

(ii) The area was visited by me in order that I might be satisfied 
that the incident would not lead to serious repercussions. 

(c) Does not arise. 

* (d) Yes. 

( e ) Theib grievances are being enquired into. 

(/) No. 

(g) In the ordinary course a Muhammadan Circle Inspector is under 
transfer to the circle. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : With reference 1o 
uimwer (<£), will the lion ’hie Minister be pleased to Htate whether he 
bad any opportunity of gathering the opinion of I be Hindu mill hands 
regarding the cause of most of the troubles at Tittagarh? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As tar as I remember 
none appeared before me when I visited the place. • 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether previous notice was given to the 
Hindu mill hands? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No one had any 

previous notice. It was entirely a surprise visit. 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minster be 

pleased to state whether the friction was between the old mill hands 
and the new recruits appointed by the mill? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that is 
entirely correct. 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE* Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state how many new men were recruited during this time 
and what percentage of them were Muslims? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8tr NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that this does 
not arise out of this question. 


Mr. SPEAKER: This does not concern the Home Department. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Agricultural demonstrators in rural areas in Bengal. 

121. Khan Bahadur Maulvi ABIDUR RAZA CHOWDHURY: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and 
Veterinary Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of agricultural demonstrators appointed # by 
the Government for rural areas who are not attached to any 
district agricultural farm ; 

(it) the number of demonstrators posted at present in each district; 
and 

(Hi) the number of demonstrators the Government propose to appoint 
in the next year? 

(b) Are the Government consulting the desirability of posting 
demonstrators in those districts where at present there i§ no such 
demonstrator ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (t) 118. 

(it) 24-Parganas 4, Nadia 5, Murshidabad 4, Jessore 4, Khulna 3, 
Burdwan 6, Birbhum 4, Bankura 3, Midnapore 6, Hooghly 4, Howrah 3, 
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RajshahVli, Dinajpur 5, Jalpaiguri 6, Darjeeling 1, Rangpur 7, Bogra 5, 
Pabna 5, Malda 6, Dacca 12, Myinensingh 11, Farid pur 6, Bakarganj 5, 
Chittagong 5, Tippera 7, Noakhali 4, and Chittagong llill Tracts 6. 
Total 143. 

(in) 12 including 2 in connection with flax demonstration. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA! Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the duties of these Demonstrators ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest .on lias been answered. 


8teamer services between Khulna and Barisal. 

122. Mr. 8ADARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Ts the Hon’ble Minister 
m charge of the Commerce and Labour Department, aware — 

(/) that the steamers, specially mail steamers, running between 
Khulna- Barisal and in the feeder services, often carry 
cargoes in vessels without making adequate provisions for 
accommodation of passengers; and 

* ( ii ) that the stetftners are detained in intermediate stations beyond 
the scheduled time only for the purpose of loading and 
unloading of cargoes? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the (lovernmenf 
considering the desirability of urging up the Joint Steamer Companies 
to*employ vessels other than passenger steamers for the purpose of 
carrying cargoes? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): (a) m No. 

I Understand that cargo is carried on certain passenger services for 
intermediate stations, but passengers are not shut out to make loom 
for cargo. 

(ii) I am informed that detentkms at intermediate points when they 
occur are unavoidable and of a minor character and in any case 
.connections at transhipment and terminal points are always maintained. 

(b) No. The practice of carrying cargo on passenger services is to 
the public advantage, inasmuch as (1) regular cargo services are 
thereby maintained and (2) certain services are continued which might 
not exist, if complete separation of the two types of transport were 
insisted upon. 
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Babu NACENORA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether it is not a fact that passenger steamers are 
often detained for the purpose of loading and unloading cargo? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I think the Joint 

Steamer Companies have admitted that fact. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to slate what is the basis of his answer to (a) (?) P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : It is the report of 
the Joint. Steamer Companies. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is the rule that, passengers are not shut out 
to make room for cargo or whether it is the practice? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S> SUHRAWARDYs What does the hon’ble 
member think himself? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hon’ble Minister has 
staled in his answer “upon the report of the Joint Steamer Companies. 1 ’. 
It may be the rule of the Steamer Companies that passengers are not 
shut out to make room for the cargo. My question is — will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is his information that 
passengers are not shut out to make room for cargo? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: You first of all said whether it was the rule, then 
whether it was the practice and now y ou ask whether it is his 
information. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state although there is a rule that passengers should not be 
shut out to make room for cargo the practice is that the steamer staff 
care more for the cargo than for the passengers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The hon’ble member 
might ask the steamer staff and try to find out what is the position. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to institute an independent enquiry without relying upon the 
Joint Steamer Companies? 
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The PtOfl’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the hon’ble member 
points out specific cases of passengers having been shut out in order 
that cargo*might be loaded, one might make an enquiry into that 
matter but a general sweeping statement like this can only be answered 
by a sweeping negation to the effect that passengers are not shut out. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are prepared to make an enquiry 
if any specific case is reported to them ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yes, certainly 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’lde Minister aware 
that the time of detention at an intermediate station called .lalakati 
extends up to 2 or 3 hours with reference to his answer (a) (//)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It might be: 1 don’t 
deny. • 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that part of the cargo consist of hens, ducks 
arrtl rotton fish which smell very bad? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

# Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state 
whether the Government will consider the desirability of requesting 
the Steamer Companies to maintain a complaint book so that the 
passengers might record their complaints and action might lie taken? 


• The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It appears to me to he 

a very reasonable suggestion and I shall examine it. 


Construction of metalled road on Khas Mahal land, Rajshabi. 

# 

123. Mr. 8AT.YAPRIYA BANERJI : (a) Is the Hon’hle Minister 
in *charge of the Revenue Department aware of the newly constructed 
metalled road on khas mahal land, Plot No. 132, Mauza Sri ram pur, 
No. 205, Sheet No. 4, police-station Boalia, district Rajahahi, round the 
porcjl adjoining the Rampur-Boalia Club? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will tb 1 Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the said road has been constructed 
with the permission of Government? * 

(c) If so, what are the number and date of the order granting such 
permission P 


( d ) If the construction on the khas mahal land has been without # 
permission from Government, what steps do the Government propose 
taking for this unauthorised construction on Government khas inahal 
land P 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

( b ) It was constructed with the Divisional Commissioner’s permis- 
sion in anticipation of Government sanction. 

(c) Does not arise. 

( d ) Steps are being taken by the local officers to obtain (he formal 
orders of Government. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: In view of the fact that the 
metalled road in question was constructed in 1926, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the steps referred to in answer (r/) were 
taken after this question w r as put? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, long 
before this question was put. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when were the steps taken by the local officers? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I believe at the 
beginning of last year, 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the President of this Club is the District Magistrate t)r 
Collector P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why then so long a time has elapsed between 1926 
and 1938 and no permission was obtained from the Government P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: That is more 
than I can say. 
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Complaint against the 8ub- Registrar, Parbatipur, * dinajpur. 

124. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: («) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the local public of Parbatipur in Dinajpur 
, district submitted a representation to the Inspector-General of Registra- 
tion last year complaining against the Sub-Registrar of Parbatipur P 

( b ) If so, what action, if any, has been taken on the said 
representation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

( b ) The representation was forwarded to the Registrar of Dinajpur 
for necessary action. The Inspector of Registration offices inspected 
the office thoroughly on 28th and 29th of October last. He found it 
in good condition. No complaint was made to him. The Registrar 
has, however, been asked for a report. 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR ! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what action was taken by the Registrar of Dinajpur P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Registrar has been 
asked to make .an eyquiry and submit a report. I am awaiting that 
report. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA:, Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the Inspector of Registration Offices inspected the 
office on the 28th and 29th instead of asking the signatories of the 
complaint to pppeni before him and substantiate their allegationsP 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. The representation 
was forwarded to the Registrar of Dinajpur. The Inspector of Regis- 
tration Offices has quite a different function. If you are to ask as to 
whether any enquiry was to 1 m* made and if so how was it to he made, 
you will have to ask about the Registrar. 

• • 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: My point is that the complaint was 
not made against any irregularity in the office but tin* complaint was 
made against the Sub-Registrar. If that be so, it is not understood 
why the enquiry should be made in the Sub-Registrar’s office. 

• 

The Hoit’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The representation has 
heen^forwarded to the Registrar for report. 
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plaint against the Sub-Registrar in question? 
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7 

What is the actual com- 


The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the com- 
plaint before me just at the present moment. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1938. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 propose now to ask the members whose motions 
are in order to move them and thereafter the debate will continue. 1 
also propose at about 5-45 p.m. to give my decision on the points raised 
by Mr. Khaitan yesterday. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Report of the Select Committee says that “the time for the submis- 
sion of tin* final report 1>\ tin* Select Committee was extended by the 
Assembly till the ‘list October, 1938. The Committee could not how- 
ever finish their deliberations even within this extended period and 
'ton tinned their sittings till the 21st December, 1938, with the special 
permission of the Hon’ble Speaker”. Was that in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was perfectly in order. As regards the 
motions the motion standing in the name of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas 
(No. 1) is not in order. Similarly motions Nos. 2 and 3 are also not 
in order. Mr. I*. Banerji is not moving his motion — No. (4). The 
first part of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal's motion (No. 5) is not in order. 
Babu Nagendra Nat It Sen is not moving his motion (No. G). 

May 1 know who will move motions Nos. 7 to 29 standing in the 
names of several European members? 

Mr. C. MILLAR: Sir, 1 move formally the motion that the Bill be 
recommitted to the Select Committee with instruction to submit their 
report by the 30th April, 1939; but 1 reserve my right to sflpak later 
on. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, yesterday I was just entering into a 
discussion with regard to the examination of the legal aspect of the 
question that was mooted by Mr. Khaitan. Sir, to-day I shall, in the 
time allotted to me, deal with the question whether this Legislature 
has got the jurisdiction to legislate over the matter referred to in the 
Money-lenders Bill. At any rate I shall try to enter into a discussion 
on the merits of the Bill itself. I am fully aware that man is not a 
perfect being and his creation therefore cannot be expected to be 
perfect. Laws made by man cannot therefore be perfect. Therefore 
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every tinje a particular legislation is made, that is required to be 
amended as time passes. Even prophets in their prophecies were not 

also perfect. Therefore, Sir, I submit that we do not claim that the 

report we have submitted is perfect. But lot it be made perfect as 
far as possible by looking into the several amendments that have been 
tabled. Even after that it cannot he said that the Bill would be 

• perfect. There was the Money-lenders Act of 1931, and though it 
was enacted with the best of motives, there were flaws in it, and there- 
fore another Bill in the nature of the present Bill lias been introduced. 
It should be examined whether the clauses of the Bill and the provi- 
sions therein will be in the best interest of all classes of people, 
particularly of the tenants. 

Sir, I shall now refer to some of the sections of the Government pf 
India Act which were stressed on b\ Mr. Khaitan. He referred to 

Hist 1, items 33, 37 and 38. I h <\\ at the outset that these items are 

not at all applicable to the facts of the present case. Item No. 33 
refers to corporations, that is to say, the incorporation, regulation and 
winding-up of trading corporations, including banking, insurance, and 
financial corporations. Sir, nobody will contend that we are going to 
incorporate any such thing, nor an* we going to incorporate anything 
which will have the effect of binding tin* trading corporations includ- 
ing banking, insurance, etc. ; the onh word stressed is “regulation”. 

Now, Sir, in this Act what have we done? Have we tried to 
legulate the banking business, t he insurance business or any business 
with which my friend is concerned? 1 submit, no. Tin* only thing 
he can lay •his hand upon is that particular passage which says that 
accounts should be kept in Bengali. Again I refer my friend to 
clause 37B of the Bill itself wherf^it is stated that tin* provisions of 
Chapters III and IV regarding registration and accounting will have 
no* application to these matters. If lie thinks that regulation is 
covered by what we have done, then I tell him that the meaning of 
“regulation” is to put in good order or to make it subject to rules or 
to restrict the working of that corporation or banking or whatever it 
may Ik*. Under this meaning which we find in the Chandler’** 
diptionar^ I submit that none of these interpretations is applicable to 
the facts of the present case. So far as banking is concerned, may 1 
submit that the meaning of the word “banking”, if put in its legal 
sense or its literal sense, includes money-lending business. Bank 
means an institution for keeping, lending and exchanging money. 
Therefore, the word “lending” is there. And if the meaning of the 

• w r ord “bank” includes money-lending, then it coryes under item 27 
of List 2, which ynables a Provincial Legislature to legislate upon 
trade ynd commerce within the province, markets and shares, money- 
lending and money-lenders. If these two items, 27 and 33, are 
properly interpreted, we find there is no conflict between them, and 
thatjitself enables us to legislate upon this matter. 
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Then, Shy if We look to item’ 37, of List 1, there we find the law 
of insurance, except as respects insurance undertaken by a Federated 
State 'and the regulation of the conduct of insurance business. As 
regards this insurance business, first of all we have not laid much stress 
in the Bill itself on insurance business. But my friend will have to 
admit that insurance business comes under the definition of contract, 
because whenever an insurance is made we enter into a contract that 
on payment of premiums for a certain period, a certain amount will be 
paid after a certain time. Therefore it comes within the definition of 
contract. If we refer to the Concurrent Legislative List, items 10 and 
12, we find that the Provincial Legislature as well as the Federal 
Legislature have got jurisdiction to legislate upon contracts as well, 
.because item No. 10 relates to contracts including 'partnerships, 
agencies, contracts of carriage, etc., and item No. 12 relates to 
bankruptcy and insolvency, etc. So, Sir, List III enables the 
Provincial Legislature to legislate upon insurance as well. Therefore 
the contention of my friend that insurance is a business upon which 
this House has no right to legislate cannot stand. Then I may refer 
him to section 102 of the Government of India Act which lays down 
that whenever anything is done by a Provincial Legislature which 
runs counter to the principle of the Federal Legislature and is repug- 
nant to it, then the law that may be enacted by the Federal Legislature 
shall prevail. Sir, up till now we do not know that the Federal 
Legislature has enacted any law relating to contract, banking and 
insurance. If there be any doubt as to whether we have got the 
authority or not, I may refer him to section 102(2) by which we can 
for the present legislate upon these matters. And when any question 
will arise, that will he settled by the Federal Court. I may lefer him 
to section 107 of the Government of India Act, which was also 
referred to by him, viz., that whenever there is any dispute between 
the Federal Legislature and a Provincial Legislature the will of the 
Federal Legislature shall prevail. I submit that such a contingency 
has not arisen as yet. Therefore all the points that have been debated 
upoq by Mr. Khaitan regarding the right of this House to legislate 
falls lo the ground altogether. 

r ' 

Then, Sir, the question of sanction was raised, to which my 
honourable friend Mr. Suhrawardy replied yesterday that sanction had 
been obtained. Even if it he that sanction had not been taken, section 
119 of the Government of India Acf lavs down that canction need be 
taken only where the Governor’s Act is going to be amended. Here 
there" b no question of amending a Governor’s Act. My friend of 
c burse refers to section 299 and has tried to show that a mortgage deed 
whifeh involves business loan should also find a place in the Money- 
lenders Bill. With regard to that may I point out to him that vested 
interests in land are only meant in section 299. Now it ia a fact well 
known to the members of the House, particularly .to lawyers,*' that 
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mortgage of property is not a vested interest. It is only & oonditional 
sale or conveyance for the purpose of securing money that has J>een 
'given. Therefore section 299 has got absolutely no meanixfg m this 
case. Then if my friend would like to know what mortgage is 1 
would refer him to section 59 of the Transfer of Property Act which 
lays down that it is not a complete transfer of property but that i^ is 
.a oonditional transfer 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: May I have a few minutes more, Sir, to 
finish my speech ? 

Mr. SPEAKCR: I have already given you 10 minutes, and I aity, 
sorry I cannot give you any more. 

(The member resumed his seat.) * 

Maulyi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to-day 
to support the consideration motion moved by my friend, the Hon’ble 
Nawab Mujiharruff Hossain. Not that the Pill as modified by the 
Select Committee is perfect, but I consider that if the consideration 
motion is taken up now, we may at least try to improve the Bill 
according to our party mandates and according to the wishes of the 
House. 

•The recommittal motion moved by my friend Mr. Millar, I think, 
will only delay the Bill. It is moved only for the purpose of causing 
hindrance t<f the business of this House. The Hill has already taken 
sufficient time. It was first published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 
18th July, 1938. After that, it was sent to the Select Committed* 
The -Seled Committee had some protracted sittings, and after dtte 
deliberation it modified the Hill in the form in which it has beep 
presented to thp House. A good deal of public money, a good deal 
of time of the honourable members of this House and a good deal of 
r energy have heen lost, and, therefore, 1 submit that no useful purpo^ 
will be served if the Bill is recommitted to the Select Committee 
more. Besides, Sir, 1 think that no clear case has been made out 
by the gentleman who moved the recommittal motion or spoke on the 
motion for recommitting the Bill. The speakers supporting the 
recommittal motion or opposing the main motion of fly* Hon’ble Nawab 
Musharruff Hossnin mostly come ?rom the group of Mr. Khaitan or 
from the European Group on my left. 

Of the European Group, Sir, I take up first the argument* put 
forward by Mr. Wdrdsworth. He mainly hinges his arguments oh two 
points. * Firstly, he shed some tears for the agriculturists of, Bengal 
by sayitig that Atfal credit would dry up, and, secondly, aft Wetejdent 
of the Provincial Co-operative Bank he said that this movuntent will 
22 * - ' f ' 



322 - GOVERNMENT BILL. . [4th April, 

have a setb«tck if the Bill is jfeqped into law. I leave it to the House 
to consider that Clive Street which he represents never cared for the 
agriculturists of Bengal (Cries of ‘‘Oh ! oh !” from the European Group), 
nor did the Scottish Banks standing on either side of Clive Street ever 
lend any money for the benefit of the agriculturists. (Cries of “Hear, 
hepr” from Coalition benches.) Even complaints * were made before 
the Banking Enquiry Committee against a respectable bank which was. 
managed mainly by Europeans, I mean the Imperial Bank of India, 
that this management never cared to enquire into the grievances of 
Indian concerns. Their main concern was the European Industries. 

About the Co-operative movement, I respectfully submit, Sir, that 
Mr. Wordsworth, though he is connected with it for a long time, has 
a very wrong idea about the intention of launching the Co-operative 
movement in Bengal. He considered the co-operative bank and move- 
ment simply as money-lending business, but the original intention for 
launching this movement here in Bengal was not that. We at least 
intended to make the co-operative department a charity department of 
Government and gradually introducing co-operative banks and co- 
operative institutions in Bengal, we wanted to teach the agriculturists 
of the country how to socialise the instruinente of production — not 
that we cared whether this money-lending business prospered in Bengal 
or not. The w T ay in which Mr. Wordsworth thinks of furthering the 
cause of the co-operative movement will ruin the whole movement, and 
it iB the sole cause which has made the movement unsuccessful and 
unpopular in the country; practically the whole movement is now T on 
the verge of collapse here in Bengal. 

About Mr. Khaitan’s objections all I can say is that he visualised 
both legal as well as practical difficulties. His first objection, so far 
as I remember, is about the extension of the principle of damdupat , 
but I may bring it to his notice that this system is not dependant upon 
any law 7 which the British Government passed in lieng^l or in India. 

existed in Bengal from before and is independent of any legislation 
of this House. It existed from the time of the Hindu Emperors; the 
'Muhammadan Emperors also used it; and subsequently, the Anglo- 
Indian Legislators also used it, — only they confined it to the town of 
Calcutta where the Original Side of the High Couit has its jurisdic- 
tion. 

Now’, Sir, by the Money-lendeis Bill of 1933, this principle of 
deindupat was extended to the rural areas of Bengal, and this Bill 
does not intend to introduce any new principle. It only modified the 
principle which was already accepted, in the Legislature ib 1933. 

Then 'Mr, Khaitan has spoken about credit. Credit here in-Bepgal 
can x be divided into two classes, viz., (1) rural credit and (2) urWn 
credit or predit which controls industry as well as coiujnerce. 
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As regards rural credit, I bring to the notice of Mr. ILhaitan that 
it is already gone. The agriculturists of Bengal for the last four or 
five years have not been getting any loans from anyl>ody. We have 
nothing to thinlj about * it. The Banking Enquiry Committee says 
that the agriculturists require about 96 crores of rupees for short-term 
loans annually an4 the co-operative banks are the only institutions that 
• supply rural credit to the extent of 6 or 7 crores of rupees. Other 
institutions and other individuals have stopped payment. So, there 
is almost no credit in the rural areas. If the Bill is passed into law, 
it will not touch the future rural credit — the dead horse — hut it will 
only scale down the old debts for which the agriculturists are suffering. 
If we do not scale down the rate of interest and cut down the debts, 
the agriculturists will be compelled to pay according to their old 
contracts. The commodity prices were very high when tin* loans were 
taken and therefore it is desirable that by a legislation of this House 
we should scale down those debts, as the commodity prices are low 
now so that the agriculturists may pay up their old arrears. 

So far as commercial credit is concerned, it is our experience and 
the experience of the commercial world that surplus money must be 
deposited by the owners of money somewhere. They cannot keep the 
money in their boxes. Sometimes we have seen that premium is given 
by some people in order to keep the money in safe custody. If we 
consider the case of Savings Banks, if we consider the case of other 
institutions, we find 4hat even 1 per cent., 2 per cent, or 3J per cent, 
is considered sufficient by the owners of money for the purpose of 
depositing fheir money, and therefore if we pass this kind of Bill 
into law, the holders of surplus money must deposit their money 
‘whenever they can and will not be affected in any way. On the other 
hand, Sir, the higher rate of interest that is nowadays charged has 
practically chocked the industrial development of this country. The 
higher rates of interest have induced the owners of money to utilize 
it foe money-lending purposes, — they never cared for the development 
of trade and commerce in the country. The general tendency of the 
people, if they can get profit at ease, is to follow the Widows Proyi* 
sion by which name money-lending business is known in this country. 
They become rentier s and unearned income-holders by keeping their 
money in loan buainess without developing the trade, commerce and 
industry of the province. So, I submit, Mr. Khaitan jieed have no fear 
because the cutting down of the rate of interest or the scaling down of 
debts will not affect his commerce, or the industry which he has the 
honour to represent. • 

,Then Mr. Khaftan spoke about cheap recovery and be pointed out 
that the difficulty of the creditors begin after getting bis decree. I 
submit that, it is also due to high rate of interest. The decree-holders 
are tyvefotw enough to get decrees at high rate of interest which the 

22a 
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judgment-debtors are very seldom able to pay. Therefore, their 
difficulty begins after the decree. , If the rate of interest is lower, the 
judgment-debtors will pay very easily. Therefore, it will rather help 
the decree-holders, and the judgment-debtors will be ^ible to pay more 
easily. 

Then, again, he spoke about the stopping of interest on the decretal 
amount as well as the re-opening of the transactions even alter the 
passing of the decrees. I submit, it is not a new thing. The principle 
of re-opening transactions even after the passing of the decree and 
allowing lower rate of interest was accepted in the Act of 1918 and 
this present Bill aims only to modify that principle and nothing else. 

Then Mr. Khaitan spoke about some legal objections. But 1 
submit that these objections also cannot stand. He stated that the 
Select Committee went beyond its power and introduced some things 
which it had not the power to do. I submit that the Select Committee 
has power to make suggestions to alter sections, to substitute one 
section for another, provided that the main object and aims of the Bill 
are not altered and the Select Committee has made nothing of the kind. 
He quoted section 100 of the Government of India Act, 1985, and he 
also quoted Articles 28 and 83 of the Seventh Schedule to the Act. in 
that section, there is nothing. In sub-section (1) of that section, it 
says that the Federal legislature have certain spheres ot legislation; 
sub-section ( 2 ) says that the Provincial legislature have got some 
spheres of legislation and sub-section (•?) says that' there are some con- 
current spheres of legislation in which either tj>e Central Legislature 
or the Provincial legislature will be able to legislate. With this, he 
takes Articles 28 and 33 of the Seventh Schedule But I submit, his 
contention is not correct. Article 28 says that the Pnnincial Legis-' 
lature have not the power to legislate on Promissory notes and Article 
33 lays down that they have not the power to regulate the activities 
of Corporations like Insurance Companies, etc. But 1 submit that 
we are not going to legislate on banking; we are not going to regulate 
any Corporation whatsoever. Regulating cannot, by any stretch of 
imagination, mean the lowering down of interest or the Recovery of 
the decretal amount which we are doing in the Bill. We age trying 
by this legislation only to cut down the rate of interest and to lay 
down some rules as to how the decretal amount will be collected. 
Therefore, legislation relatiug to banking and regulation of Corporation 
will not be touched by this legislation if it is passed' into law. 

Then again, he quoted section 299 of the Government of India Act 
with the intention of showing that no legislation can be brought 
forward in any legislature without the previous sanction of either the 
Governor General or the Governor of the Province, which may affect 
any interest in immovable property. 

(Here the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his^eatA 
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Mr. Speaker's Ruling. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The questions "raised yesterday by the hon’ble 
member representing the Indian Chamber of Commerce are of consi- 
derable constitutional importance for the province. He has with great 
ability and clarity of reasoning raised three main issues before this 
House, viz.: — 

Firstly . — That the Select Committee has extended the scope of 
the Bill and has gone beyond the essential principles of the 
Bill. 

Secondly . — That the Provincial Legislature is not competent to 
legislate in relation to Banks, Corporations or Promissory notes 
and therefore some of the provisions of the Bengal Money- 
lenders Bill are beyond the powers of any Provincial Legis- 
lature. 

Hardly . — That this House is not competent to consider some of 
t I lc provisions of the Bill without the sanction of the Governor, 
as provided for* in section 299 of the Government of India 
Act of 1935. 

Hon’ble members will admit that the Bengal Money-lenders Bill is 
probably the most tomplicated Bill that has been brought up before 
the House since the jnauguration of the present constitution, and it 
has undoubtedly been made still more complicated by the numerous 
changes made by the Select Committee. Within the short time at my 
disposal, it has not been possible for me to find out the correct bearings 
of all the changes made by the Select Committee and hon’ble members 
wiTl realise that it is not humanly possible to do so until I have 
an opportunity to consider the provisions of the changes in greater 
details. At the same time it is only when such specific changes, clause 
Iby* clause, will come up for consideration before this House that it 
would be possible with reference to each specific provision to consider 
whether*the Select Committee has gone beyond the scope of the Bill. 
If at that stage, the point is raised with reference to specific portions 
of the Bill, I shall give my decision on consideration of the contentions 
that may Ibe raised before me. I # may only note at ^his stage that this 
Bill is not a mere amending Bill; it is for the purpose of “regulating 
transactions of money-lending in Bengul’’. Therefore, amendments 
and provisions which are outside the scope on the Explanatory 
Memorandum or the Statement of Objects and Reasons may (be within 
the scepe in consideration of the citations in the preamble. With these 
remarks, I must leave the point to be raised at a later time and relevant 
stage. The question about the sanction of the Governor may similarly 
be lAised when the relevant clause is under consideration by the House. 
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The most important contention, however, is that the Bill, at least 
in some of its provisions, is not within *the scope of our powers under 
the Governmept of India Apt of *1935. I may note at the outset that 
the question of ultra vires or intra vires is a master that can only be 
ultimately decided by authoritative judicial decisions and my function 
is merely to examine the question in so far as it is necessary to decide 
the admissibility of the motions and amendments arising out of the 
provisions of the Bill. 

Before I enter into details, it would be useful to understand the 
implications of the present Constitution Act. The corner-stone of the 
present Constitution is the Autonomy for the provinces and the 
structural frame-work of the Constitution has been so designed that 
each of the Governor’s provinces may possess an Executive and Legis- 
lature having an exclusive authority within the province in a precisely 
defined sphere broadly free from any control by the Central Govern- 
ment and Legislature. It represents a fundamental departure from 
the old conditions of things under which the provinces could not 
function except to the extent of their delegated powers or as agents 
of the Central authority, ibut to-day the Government of India and the 
Central Legislature derive their authority and power exactly from the 
same Constitution Act as the provinces. The provinces have now an 
autonomous legislative body with definitely demarcated allocation of 
exclusive jurisdiction and the legislative powers are now distributed 
between the Federation and the province^, each, with an exclusive 
jurisdiction, with a concurrent list where the Federal law shall prevail 
over the provincial law, so that any provincial* law to the extent of 
its repugnancy with Federal law in such concurrent sphere shall be 
void. But otherwise, in the exclusive Federal list the province has 
no power to legislate — in the exclusive provincial list the Federal 
Legislature has no power to legislate. 

Where the Constitution Act thus provides for the functioning of 
quasi-sovereign legislatures and executives each must operate without 
impairing the independence of the other so that the provinces and the 
Federation may each have certain free, unfettered, unrestricted legis- 
lative functions. While the Constitution Act provides ’for the 
supremacy of the Federal Law where it is competent to enact or in 
the concurrent Legislative List, Federal authority cannot in any way 
override the laws of the province within its own sphere. For the time 
being it can, therefore, be accepted without any challenge that there 
is no supremacy or jurisdiction of Federal Legislature in matters 
exclusively belonging to the province. 

The present question arises out of the items in List I and List II 
of Schedule VII, both exclusive lists. Whatever may be the nature 
of any apparent or real conflict between List I and List II, there can 
be no doubt that the intention behind thes$ provisions was net to 
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create any conflict but to provide for an exclusive, separate and 
distinct power for both the Federal and the Provincial authorities. But 
what is intended to be conveyed cannot always be expressed in precise 
terms with clarity and specially so in legal terms, nor is it always 
possible, to test every word and term in any legal draft with reference 
to the rest of the provisions in any legislative enactment. Law is 
always expressed in broadest terms and in compact language. 
Conflicts, therefore, always arise as to the exact meaning and scope of 
words and terms and in interpreting the statutory provisions of exclu- 
sive powers, we have to interpret a Constitution Act in its broadest 
aspects, keeping the spirit of the Constitution before our view. 
If and where there appears to be an apparent overlapping of functions 
between two exclusive lists, we must try to find out as to whether and 
if so to what extent, it is possible to reconcile the two and if by any 
interpretation, it is possible to separate the functions, — that must be 
taken to be the intention of the Parliament behind the provisions of 
two separate and exclusive lists as between the Centre and the province. 
If the field is clear, the Federal and Provincial Legislatures will 
function, each within its own sphere. But if there is still a blurred 
field and overlapping regions, the uncertainties cannot be determined 
unless the matter is settled and clarified by authoritative judicial 
pronouncements or the amendment of the Constitution. 

•Can it be said thai because banking corporations or promissory notes 
come within Federal List, it means an implied prohibition for the 
provinces in* all aspects of the activities of bank or in all phases of 
promissory notes and, therefore, even though money-lending is a 
function for the Provincial Legislature, money-lending when done by 
a Bank or when based on promissory notes is beyond the scope of the 
provinces? it may be noted that what comes within the Federal List 
is not banking business or banking activities as such, but incorporation, 
regulation, winding-up of banking corporations and the conduct of 
banking business. Conduct of banking business is not the business 
itself. It means the organization and management of banks and 
corporate rather than their activities in business itself. One may, 
therefore, safely demarcate the boundaries, viz., while the incorpora- 
tion, organization, management and closure of banks come within the 
Federal List, money-lending by banks and corporations is not a subject 
of Federal List, but that of the provinces. One is a question of business 
method and manner and the other is the business function and enter- 
prise. If banks and corporations are not subject *to the provincial 
legislation in money-lending, they will have to be excluded in many 
othtfr activities of theirs which come within the Provincial List. 
Internal trade and commerce, manufacturing and production of 
alcoholic liquors, gas and gas works, ropeways, municipal train ways, 
inland traffic and waterways, production, supply and distribution of 
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goods, and many others, when taken up by banks and corporations will 
stand exactly in the same position and will have to be excluded from 
the jurisdiction of the provinces. While private persons will come 
under the scope of the provincial legislation in all these subjects the 
corporation and banks will not come within the provinces. In such 
circumstances the very purpose of an elaborate, exclusive Provincial 
List in a solemn Constitution Act will be more than stultified. 

The question of promissory notes is not, however, free from diffi- 
culty. But if one carefully scans item 28 of the Federal List, one will 
notice that the purpose is quite different from what is now being 
contended to-day. Item 28 enumerates cheques, bills of exchange, 
promissory notes and other like instruments. The intention appa- 
rently is to give jurisdiction to the Federal Legislature on the legal 
incidents and ingredients of these instruments and in any case, item 28 
of the Federal List, read with item 27 of the Provincial List, must mean 
that money-lending comes within the provincial jurisdiction and matters 
like the following come within the Federal List, viz., to what extent 
cheques, promissory notes should be negotiable; how these instruments 
can operate as negotiable; to what extent and under what circum- 
stances cheques, bills of exchanges and promissory notes would be 
valid in law. A cheque, promissory note or bill of exchange can be 
approached from various points of view — from the angle of contract, 
the legal right to recovery, and the liability to pay or repay, the inci- 
dents of enforceability, etc. In other words, ie can be approached 
from the point of view of its debts, obligations as well as its other 
legal incidents. So far as the element of money-lending and its inci- 
dental implications are concerned, which includes interest, it comes 
within the Provincial List, but other matters come within the Federal 
jurisdiction. 

Provinces have now power to tax on profession, trade, callings and 
employments, to legislate on internal trade and commerce within the 
scope of their powers. Is it to be contended that because they are 
corporations or banks, they are not amenable to such taxes or are not 
subject to provincial legislation for purposes of internal trade and 
commerce ? True, they are not amenable to taxes as such, as 
corporation taxes come within the Federal powers, but they are 
as much subject to provincial legislation in t*xes and in all matters 
that are in the exclusive Provincial List, like every private citizen. Let 
it !be remembered that in such cases it is not corporations as such that are 
taxed, Ibut their activities that come within the scope of the provinces. 
If money-lending is done by them, they must come wjthin the Provincial 
List, not as corporations or banks, not on promissory notes as such, ibut 
on money-lending as money-lenders. 

We must remember that the distribution of powers and functions in 
the Government of India Act like these in all federations have fofiowed 
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certain well-known principles. Matters of unquestionably national 
interest and importance, matters which may affect the body politic of the 
entire country are left to the Federation; matters of substantially local 
or private interest have been left to the provinces while matters where 
uniformity of legislation is desirable, where diversity of laws will have 
a hampering effect to the country as a whole, have been left over in a 
common concurrent field. 

On the other hand it would be unthinkable that a greut Constitution 
Act ever intended that there should be two sets of laws to be promulgated 
bv two legislative bodies, over same functions — private citizens by the 
provinces and banks and corporations by the Federation. It would be a 
legislative anarchy and cut away the very root ot provincial autonomy. 

It would not be out of place here to refer to some of the decisions 
of the Privy Council arising out of similar conflicts in legislative powers 
in the Colonies. Under the Canadian Law Federal Government 
activities are beyond the scope of State Governments and State legisla- 
tion, but judicial decisions have distinguished between Governmental 
agencies. and functions in strict sense and ordinary business enterprises 
which happen to be concluded by Governments and the exemption has 
not been granted in favour of ordinary business enterprises, even though 
taken up by the Federal Government. It is now a well-settled principle 
enunciated by the Privy Council in Hodge versus Queen (1883) 9 App. 
Gases, 117, that subjects which in one aspect and for one purpose fall 
within the scope of Federal Legislature, may in another aspect and for 
another purpose fall within the scope of provincial legislation. The 
principle was based on the decision of the case of Russel versus The 
Queen (1), where the Privy Council laid down that in cases of conflict 
of jurisdiction, the essential principle is to determine the true nature 
aild character of legislation in order to ascertain the class of subject to 
which it really belongs, and there may be an incidental trenching on 
another ground on literal construction of words, it is the primary 
matter dealt that determines the jurisdiction and any incidental 
interference does not in any way alter the character of the law. The 
principle laid down in Hodge versus Queen was accepted by Lord 
Haldane in John Deere Plow Company versus Wharton (2). Lord 
Atkine in the case of Gallagher versus Lyon (3) in approving the same 
principle that one must look at the “true nature and character of the 
legislation”, “the pith and substance of the legislation”, observed: — 

“If, on the view of the Statute as a whole, you find that the 
substance of the legislation is within the oppress powers, then it 
* is not invalidated if incidentally it affects matters which are 
• outside the authorised field”. 


(1) (1881) 7 App. Cases, 829. 

(2) (1915) App. Cases, 330. 

(3) (1937) App. Cases, 863. 
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In the words of Lord Hobhouse in a Canadian! case, Bank of Toronto 
versus Lambe (1) it cannot foe conceived that when the Imperial 
Parliament conferred wide powers of self-government on great countries, 
it intended to limit them in any way. * ‘Whatever power falls within 
the legitimate meaning” of an item of Provincial List, is what the 
Imperial Parliament intended to give ; and to place a limit on it because 
the power may foe used unwisely, as all powers may, would be an error, 
and would lead to insuperable difficulties, in the construction of the 
Constitution Act. “The express words of an Act of Parliament which 
makes an elaborate distribution of the field of legislative authority 
between two legislative bodies and at the same time provides for the 
federated provinces a carefully balanced constitution”, under which no 
one of the parts can pass laws for itself except under the provisions of 
the Constitution Act, must be very carefully interpreted. “If on the 
due construction of an Act a legislative power falls” within the scope 
of the Provincial Legislature, “it will be quite wrong to deny its 
existence, because by some possibility it may limit the range which 
otherwise would be open” to the Federal Legislature. 

The Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta also laid down that: — Where 
in construing a statute, one must decide it not merely with reference 
to mere literal terms of the provisions but on consideration of the entire 
statute, in consideration of all other provisions and powers, the effect of 
one provision on another, the circumstances attending the passing of an 
Act and “the whole purport and scope of the Act to be collected from 
various clauses other than the particular clause, tlie meaning of which 
is in dispute” (2). 

In interpreting the British North America Act, 1767, in the case 
of Edwards versus Attorney-General for Canada (3), Lord Sankey 'in 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council laid down the principles 
of interpreting a Constitution Act — “Their Lordships do not conceive 
it to Ibe the duty of this Board — it is certainly not their desire to cut 
down the provisions of the Act by a narrow and technical construction, 
but rather to give it a large and liberal interpretation so that the 
Dominion to a certain extent but within certain fixed limits, may be 
mistress in her own house as the provinces to a great extent, but within 
certain fixed limits, are mistress in theirs. The strict construction 
deemed proper in the case, for example, of a penal or. taxing statute 
or one passed to regulate the affairs of an English Parish, would be 
often subversive of Parliament’s real intent if applied to an Act passed 
to ensure the peace, order and good Government of British Qolony. 
Such Act should be on all occasions interpreted in a large, liberal and 


(1) (1887) 12 App. Cases, 575. 

(2) Punyendr* Dev vs. Jogendra Dev, 64 C. L. J. 214. 

(3) (1930) App. Cases, 124. 
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comprehensive spirit, considering the magnitude of the object with 
which it purports to deal in very few words.” 

This principle of construction has been reiterated in two recent 
cases Iby the Privy Council, British Coal Corporation versus The King 
(1) and James versus Commonwealth of Australia (2). Lord Wright in 
the latter case made it clear that some breadth of interpretive method is 
to be applied to a Constitution Act and observed as follows: “it is true 
that a Constitution must not be construed in any narrow and pedantic 
sense. The words used are necessarily general, and their full import 
and true meaning can often only be appreciated when considered, as 
the years go on, in relation to the viscissitudes of fact which from time 
to time emefge. It is not that the true meaning of the word changes 
but the changing circumstances illustrate and illuminate the full import 
of that meaning.” In the case of the British Coal Corporation versus 
the King, Lord Sankey laid down that “in interpreting a constituent 
or organic Statute such as the Act (i.e., the British North America 
Act), that construction most beneficial to the widest possible amplitude 
of its powers must be adopted”. 

It isjiow well settled that the mere literal construction ought not to 
prevail if it is opposed to the intentions of the Legislature as apparent 
by the Statute; and if the words are sufficiently flexible to admit of some 
other construction by which that intention will be better effectuated, 
that should be accepted in place of another which would defeat the very 
object of the Act, awl is repugnant or inconsistent with the rest of the 
Statute. 

• 

|t is on these principles that one can try to find out what is the 
scope of the respective powers under the provisions of the Government 
of India Act. 

Aloney-lending being in the exclusively Provincial List, whoever 
does money-lending, bank, corporation or person must conn* within the 
scope of provincial legislation. Even though bank, corporation come 
within Federal subject, it means money-lending functions of these 
institutions come within the competency of the Provincial Legislature. 
If promissory notes come within Federal List, it means all other matters 
except tlfe element of money-lending are Federal while money-lending 
comes within the provinces. The object, of the Act is not in any way 
defeated by such delimitation. On the other hand, if money-lending 
is not included, it defeats the object of the Statute in ‘providing money- 
lending within tke Provincial List, and corporations or banks would not 
cease to function if m&ney-lending is controlled by the provinces. 

Let us assume, fof the sake of argument that money-lending by 
banks pr corporations is a federal subject while money-lending by 
others are provincial, subjects. It is well known that there are some 


(]) (1935) App. Cates, 500. 
(2) (1036) App. Cases, 578. 
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persons, institutions and firms in this province, as elsewhere, which 
are corporations or call themselves banks, and supposing the Provincial 
Legislature holds that they charge interests as high and extortionate 
rates of interest as some of the money-lenders, the provinces will have 
no control over their money-lending transactions. On the other hand 
the private money-lenders will immediately call themselves 
banks or form themselves into banks and corporations. The 
very purpose of the Constitution Act to empower Provincial 
Legislature to legislate on money-lending and money-lenders 
with their high interest rates will be stultified. In any case 
motiey-lending will then be governed by two laws — banks and corpora- 
tions by the Federal, private money-lenders by the Provincial and this 
will eventually lead to most disastrous and grave social consequences. 
That cannot be the intention behind a great Constitution Act which 
provides utmost freedom to the Provinces whatever may be the nature 
of other safeguards and restrictions. 

It has been said that the word “regulation” in item 3d, is wide 
enough to include mone\ -lending activities of banks and corporations 
and my attention has been drawn to a ruling of the Hcm’ble High 
Court of Calcutta reported in 64 C.L.J., page 212, where the Hon’ble 
High Court interpreted the words “to regulate”. It may be noted that 
this is a case arising out of the Government of India Act of 1919 and 
the Hon’ble High Court interpreted the word “regulating” in section 
80A, sub-clause ( 3 ) (e) (“regulating any Central aubject”) and section 
80A, sub-clause (J) (/) (“regulating any Provincial subject”). 

Tlie question which arose in that case was the power of Assam 
Legislature in passing the Bijni Succession Act of 193] as to whether 
a legislature had power under the provisions of the Government of 
India Act of 1919 and to legislate on individual oases as a local # ind 
personal Act. 

The Hon’ble High Court in this case interpreted a different Act 
intended for a different purpose and the scheme of the Constitution 
was then fundamentally different from what it is to-day and as the 
High Court in that very case laid down that one of the leading rules 
of construction of a Statute is that among others, “they should be 
construed according to the intent” of the legislature which passed it 
and in case of any doubt arising from the terms employed by the 
legislature, the court is “to call iiP aid the ground and the cause of 
making the Statute”. But the more appropriate decision on this sub- 
ject is what was raised in Canada where the Federal Legislature had 
the power to pass legislation on “regulation of trade and commerce” 
and the question was, whether this provision came into conflict with 
the specific powers of the Provincial Legislature in Canada (Steam 
Insurance Company of Canada versus Parsons) (1). In that case 


(1)7 Appeal Cases, 96. 
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the question was gone into by the Privy Council and it was 
held that though the words “Regulations of trade and commerce” 
in their unlimited sense are sufficiently wide, if uncontrolled 
by the context and other parts of the Act, to include every regulation 
of trade and commerce, “the words were not used in this unlimited 
sense”. The collocation of subjects of national and provincial con- 
cerns affords an indication that in conferring this power on the Federal 
Legislature, it could not have been intended that powers exclusively 
assigned to Provincial Legislature should be absorbed in those given to 
the Federal Legislature. “It could not have been the intention that a 
conflict should exist and in order to prevent such a result the twb 
sections must be read together, and the language of one interpreted, 
and where necessary, modified by that of the other” so that it may 
be “possible to arrive at a reasonable and practical construction of the 
language of the section, so as to reconcile the respective powers they 
contain and give effect to all of them.” It is, therefore, necessary 
even if it be argued that the particular item in the present case bears 
one literal meaning that tin* literal meaning of words should be read 
to restrict, if necessary, in order to afford scope for powers which are 
exclusivity^ given to tl*> Provincial Legislature, and it would be 
straining the expressions to their widest possible extent if it is held 
that the power to regulate vested in the Federal Legislation prohibits 
control of specific subjects by the provinces which is undoubtedly 

vested in them. 

• • 

In any case, as the Speaker of this Assembly, I am anxious that our 
rights and powers should not be a whit less than what we have, it would 
he dangerous for the Speaker to throw out far-reaching provision of a very 
important Bill, unless he is fully satisfied, beyond any reasonable doubt, 
that the Bill is definite! \ outside the scope of our powers. That can only 
be ultimately settled in a court of law where issues are argued and dis- 
cussed at length day after day, b> eminent lawyers on both sides and 
from all points of view. The Speaker lias not the advantage* of hearing 
arguments on all the legal issues and technicalities. Discussions in 
Parliament are bound to he on political alignments and our rules of 
debates do not afford us opportunities to have discussions on any other 
plane, such as is necessary for a judicial decision on such points. We 
must, therefore, go by a prima facie case in our favour and the ultimate 
responsibility of law and its legal effect must be taken by those who are 
law-makers. , J 

I hold that we have a prima facie case of legislative competency in 
our favour and this Assembly is competent to legislate on money- 
lending and to include banks, corporations or promissory notes in dealing 
with ftioney-lending and money-lenders. I hope, my views will not* 
in any way be taken relating to the expediency or merits of the provi- 
sions of the Bill which is entirely for this House to decide. I may 
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also note that my remarks are only about the general aspects of the 
Bill, for there are probably some provisions in the Bill which look Us if 
we are trenching into regions where we have no right to go, notably 
about the method of keeping accounts by banks. I am not satisfied 
yet in my own mind as to whether this is in order, but we may discuss 
this latefr, as specific issues, when these provisions will be taken into 
consideration. 

I may conclude by stating that after I had written this note of 
mine, I had an opportunity to go through a decision of the Madras 
High Court given only on the 7th February last on issues raised about 
the competency of a Provincial Legislature, a copy of which I received 
only last night. The Hon’bl^ Chief Justice of the Madras High Court 
in considering whether Madras Agricultural Relief Act w r as infra vires 
of a Provincial Legislature has also relied on most of the cases referred 
to in my note and haB in addition referred to another case Channon 
versus Lower Mainland Dairy Products Board (1) in support. 
There is only one observation in the judgment of the Hon’ble 
High Court which is very pertinent for our present purpose, 
viz., “The power to deal with money-lending must carry, with it a 
power to limit the amount to be recovered by the money-lender.” I 
may conclude by stating that the Hon’ble Chief Justice in holding that 
the Madras Agriculturists Relief Act was intra vires of the Provincial 
Legislation observed as follows: — 

“The Court has, therefore, to look at the Madras Agriculturists 
Relief Act to see whether it is in substance wdthin the express 
powers of the Provincial Legislature. If it is, it is not invali- 
dated because incidentally it may affect matters which are 
wdthin the Federal field.” 

That in a nutshell puts the case in favour of the Bengal Moi^y- 
lenders Bill coming within the competency of the Provincial Legisla- 
ture. 

Mf. AHMED H08AIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think Mr. Khaitan 
will now be satisfied regarding the constitutional points he raised 
yesterday. After your masterly ruling on those points he will new 
desist from raising those again in this House, I hope Mr. Khaitan will 
reserve all his activities in future for the Federal Court. Sir, it has 
l>een proposed that, the Select Committee report be recommitted. This 
piece of legislation — viz., the Money-lenders Bill — ha?. been pending 
before this House for more than a year. At first it came before this 
House in the shape of some private members’ bills. A large and 
representative Select Committee was appointed on thor.e Bills, and subse- 
quently they were dropped, and a comprehensive Government Bill 
was brought in and the Select Committee have now submitted their 
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report on that Governiheat Bill. ‘After ‘the submission of the report 
and a^ter the motiQn for consideration, again we are face to fare with 
a proposal that the Select Committee report be recommitted* Sir, 
what is the purpose that this recommittal motion is g<$ng t° »«rve, 
unless the purpose be again to incur an additional atnount of expendi- 
ture and additional amount of labour. It can by no means b# expected 
. ^hat upon such a momentous legislation in which such a laq?e nymbeV 
of interests are involved there is a likelihood of unanimity, . Neither 
the Select Committee nor the House can possibly arrive at unanimity 
in this matter. Some persons, some groups, some interests have to 
forego their claims and have to adjust their claims along with jfyose 
of others. The principle which should guide this House in this matter 
is the principle of the greatest good to the greatest number. The 
House should see in what form the Bill is going to give Hie greatest 
good to the greatest number. In this House a cry has been raised 
that the Bill is going to kill rural credit. Mr. Khnitnn has termed 
it as a money-choking bill and Mr. Wordsworth has also attacked it 
on the score that if this Bill he passed, all rural credit will die out. 

In this, connection, Sir, I would like to place some facts before the 
honourable members, feong before the Money-lenders Act of 1933 
came into existence, long before the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act 
came into operation, credit dried up in our country; it dried up since 
the advent of the economic depression in the country in 1929 
when there was # no Money-lenders Act, when there was no 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. How will my friends explain 
that phenomenon? * To my mind the explanation is that the 
economic condition ol the country changed in such a manner that it 
became impossible for the debtor 'to pay up his dues to the creditor; 
it became impossible for the money-lenders to expect the sunte amount 
of ’•profit which they got before. Sir, vast sums of money which the 
malm jam lent out in times of prosperity became hopelessly locked up. 
The mahajang despaired of any return from the debtors, and so they 
became disinclined to lend more. 

Sir, what 1 have said I can prove by citing facts. In times of 
acute distress in the years following the year 1929, people could get no 
money either from the vm ha jam or from the banks and ever since 
they are not getting any loan for the same reason. Indeed, the 
mahajan cannot lend for the love, of lending. Money-lending transac- 
tions took place at a time when the commodities, e.g ., jute, sold et 
Rs. 25 a inaund and after the depression the price of jute went down 
to Rs. 3 per maund. It is quite futile, Sir, to expect that the people 
will be able to pay tlfeir debts in the same manner and with the same" 
facility as they used to do when the price of jute was Rs. 25. That 5 
is the principal reason, Sir, for which credit in the country has dried ‘ 
up. * ; y v - * 
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Sir, to* my mind, the profositioli is not so simple, a6 “Banish the 
Money-tenders A^t”, “Banish the Bengal Agricultural Debtor^ Act” 
and the Country will overflow with the milk and honey of credit. If 
we like credit institutions to flourish again in the country, we must 
bring mon^y-lending and money-lenders within the limits of the condi- 
tions that prerail at the present time. The money-lenders must adapt 
•themselves, to the present conditions, /.e., they must not expect dhe 
same amount of profit as they did in pre-depression years. 

Besides, Sir, the credit institutions that preyailed in the country 
took mo notice of the fact whether the sums lent were used for produc- 
tive purposes or for any other purpose. They only lent money; they 
billy eared for 1 heir own profit. That sort of credit will not do any 
good the country in future. For the future, we must regulate 
credit in such a manner that the loans which are advanced are advanced 
strictly for productive proposes and that they are not frittered away 
in any other activities. 

The next point, Sir, which has been pressed by Mr. Khaitan is that 
this Money-lenders Bill will deal a deathblow to the trade and com- 
merce in the country. 1 may say, Sir, for his edification that even 
in the circumsiances and state of affairs whii'li are prevailing at the 
present moment many of Mr. Khaitan’s own country-men had to lose 
their trade and commerce and became almost beggers. Tempted by high 
profits and rates ot interest they invested all they had in money-lend- 
ing. They gave up their cloth shops and other businesses in order J,o 
lend money, and fatten overnight, thereby. In the end, Sir. the money 
became locked up, and the\ were face to face with an impossible situa- 
tion. They lost both their trade and capital. 1 should like to say to 
Mr. Khaitan that in supporting ibis Hill we are actuated by a desire 
to give relief even to those Marwari gentlemen 'Cries of “Hear, hear” 
from Coalition benches) who have been put in to this miserable posi- 
tion. This Money-lenders Bill, far from destroying trade and com- 
merce and drying up credit in the country, will facilitate the flow of 
credit and promote trade and industry in the country because it would 
adjust money-lending to the present economic condition of the country. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear" from Congress benches.) 

Sir, as regards the motion of reeommital, I would request the 
honourable member not to press it. Let us consider the Bill in the 
House. The thing is before us; it is still in the furnace. Everyone 
of us has got the liberty of hammering it into proper shape. I would 
appeal to honourable members not to indulge in delaying tactics. 

With these few words. Sir, I support the motion for consideration. 

MAULVI RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR : at Money-lenders 

to stPTRr fat; w smw i w c* to srccro c*Tt* — 

msm: to ctosor cr* to&T? ssfrr to 
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fat: ^wrc* m$s TOhm mfft TgfTOta aft 1m 

**roc wmz aft TOc* mm *m totstto tow s to® tow c\ *nfa- 
fag Tfa to to wftw TOn® «k ®tto wra 5iro**f® mi a 
tow wfoc toy amcrcr Wr*; ytto® aYfrr tf f wqpgw dhto 

cwn ^nwc* aYfrr a*w to cto ytto ftfra Wet ctowr crow 
rc *fa Titr-wro^ fait ercftw «tfa«w *w tow tot ttw «ro * ifaro *t* 
• *rwt ftfa to tot nfan® tt to a n*roc tot? tytt aft njv Km w 

TO«T $nfTO TOW TOT YIWT ‘TOT TOfi>® TOW? TOW<ll ftTO ®RT TOfl 
fa ^T? $ft fTO* iWlfao famft TOW money -landerfT W STYW TOffl l 
WTW TO YCYT ®*TOT TO TOflHH TO WTO YW 5 TSTW, Tto ® TOTO TOT TO* 

faOfav toywt wr*f a^; a^ cytw wc® fat®* ®rro to as 
wrw wfrr w*rr to s® \K*>* tot ctot *t i ®*wr fa* cro 
frowst wr*(tY a*R wtw «rr*;c$ wtcTOwr w *qwr *?t ®*t to* am ?y 
fj8w;fw uro® to tow cywc® top fai error faTO nTO art TOfapw* 
TOyw ygro fro ®*rwr wt to atow* afaiift to aft H rfa q » fl * 

Government fal5W faWRT Yfto fa*fify® «rf®CY to YftoT ®RT aft 1m 
YTfarrw* a^ wft $*rft faaliST tort a®*rfa t^r crow i wrfa TO TOtt 
aft aft fro *torwt wra 4 y;«u to, to «nfa TOr to (Tttow 

TOT WT*f TO; to «RTW ® TOfTY I CTTOT ro^fTO CTO fatto SRTW WTtftY 
Y*TY\t® CTC*W*I aw ®T^?®, fa*f®, «R;T«W, $*CTW CTOT® W C*ft MTtTO 

aafr; tort ar«t« ttorwt yt* cro tw ytt tw TO ®*r TOw* ror 
*(tpm caft aw RT*fcY $rw aro ewr cf^t toroi 

o Mr. DEPUTY 8I^EAKER: The House stands adjourned for fifteen 
minutes for player. 

MAULVI RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR : «t Adjournment aan *1? 'Rf«rt^F 

atiw cirt’wt 

Mr. DfiPUTY 8PEAKER: I must now adjourn the House for 
prayer. 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 


(After adjournment.) 

MAULVI RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR : STST money-lending business 
tor, TOr *tor ®*rws totow w towt » toto? 
TOito to 4 3 wt tow ^’tto totw? tot ^ tow totot 
=TT 1 fa*% «Twr 9TTO^ ® ffiOTPft WKTORl «TWT NTWfftTO WW*! TOW 
•®RT 2CT«WC«( CF^T WIWWRI WftSRT TO ®*TW3 C»TW«Pf - tfTO TOTO TOW 

brt aft mwpCi snftw? towt to wmwi *tbWfl cro to iTO tow 
nr«=n* tot to fare *pfcr cro tor s*tw? aft H^f'Hfw ft*w aft^qyr mnt 
Wl TO? «(T^, TOT TO® WftT TO fTO to TO W&T WW TO 
WTO NTWT, W5T 5\to TOF cH5ttf fTO WTO CTO CTO WHT ftfl 
TOiiN>r to 1m f^wt® to ^ c’liTO fa c*tct? nfro«r mw tIw 
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HlTHt? rITO? *$R? TOTT£ CRT? $T? f$5? CTO - WT TO I <b(!W$ money- 
lenders _ TOT *RT« & TT?*ST CTOTO1 TOFF RTORl TOTO^F ROT TOT? 

c? tot? t?rc?ci ft$t c??* toIto; to rti to«t wrosr <®5 &t ?r$RrfV 

WTOTR C? ITO TO TOIRT? R^TT FFTC? FFCTORT dfcSTRT «TTttR? TOT \5TCR? 
CTO^RlfTO TO $??T? R?TO CSTCTO l BTT?R R^TFTO? 3Rlt?C$FTC?? W $fo- 
«IC«lfa ?fr CRt>K<? RST ?fa?T ??T TOtR TOTCR? WIRE'S TO C? 
R* Money-lending Bill fcTFF Rto Rf?R$ TOT? C? CF$T CFTCTO tRfrr fai; 
TO? ??l TOR Jl^TFTO? TR^TTIR? Rltfr? $R? to CR«?T tSTCTO — “ Select 
Committoe ” TO TO t * m tRG?T TOTT “TO^’M tR* CTO? TO^R TOT? 

rTrt $ cro ctortrT? rtrtr fft?t r? toei c? tr1?rT to*?c? r^tto? 

£ ' TOC?? TR$T TOtfft C?T?T ?T? URTTR TOR? f R C? ffR r^iff 

$*?T? TOT? $RT — TOR CRRTRTO TOTTOl ?TRTR? ?T5R ?T?R RFTOTT? ?T®R 
TOR’S? ?R?TR?RFT $*T?T? ^ffc? CTO Rt’STC'F pfi FFTt? fRC?ffR 1 STOR CTO? 

tot?? tot?*t ww ?fror to toi cr* tomc?? afror?? $rt « R*toK 3 

J^TO TOT?- SRT TOFT? fa?lf?«l l TO ?TTO?T FR^RFT? CTO TO/T 

WlT?C?ft«l I - \5T? TO* TOR 5IFTTO? fTOf^TI ?^TO5C?? FT^RR?^ f RtR$ 
^faffc? CTO? TO^FT ?f? TO nf?\«f R^R? STfa&THRjR ?T? OTTO fRCRfr 
Rfaf&FF CTO ?TO* CTOl ??T ?T? TTI FR^TTR TOR R^?T CTO TO?Tf*T 
U\h<0 FFTC?f?R « R^CRT? G TO? ?T3i? *RRR TOT? C^T FF T C?fV«l TO 
Select Committee ?fa W RTORCR? TO?Tf*t R^ TORT? TO R^CRT? ?T£T 
<Fkto RTC? OT’TO Select Committee CR CR$ CRT?“t CTOF5 RTC? RTl 
??*> tot Rfaffr TOT 5ft??! C* TOT RR^tTOTC? RTT? $ 1 

Mr. J ATI NORA NATH BA8U ; 1 support the mofiou for rmnn- 

mittal of the Bill to the Select Committee. Recommittal becomes 
necessary only when a Bill is so altered by the Select Committee as to 
make it a different measure from what was originally intended. The 
Bill that was presented to this llouse excluded from its operations 
hanks, insurance companies, commercial transactions as also certain 
other matters. But the Select Committee has introduced provisions 
which make a vital change in the constitution of the Bill. 

I desire to point out that the object of the Government, when they 
excluded banks and like institutions from the operations of the Bill, 
was that the economic operations and economic progress of the province 
might not be interfered with. • 

Take the ease of banks: 1 am not going into the constitutional 
question which has been dealt with by your ruling. The banks, as we 
all know, supply ‘the finance for out* import and export trade. We in 
Bengal rely to a great extent on our jute which we export. We want 
the money that wp can get by exporting our jute. When the jute is 
exported, on the security of the bill of lading the exporter gets a 
certain percentage of the price, say, about 75 or 80 per cent, apd that 
money flows into the hands ultimately of the cultivators. If banks 
are brought within the operations of the Bill, then the money which 
the banks will be in a position to advance will not be forthconang, 
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because you are allowing under the provisions of this Bill, claims 
to remain outstanding for a period of ten years and even if 
you obtain a decree, you cannot realise your claim by the execu- 
tion of the decree. We should further remember that banks can 
offer this privilege to the growers and to the traders because they 
find the money from people who have current accounts and who have 
deposits. We all know that current accounts are payable on demand 
and deposits are mostly deposits the term of which does not exceed a 
year, sometimes they are for three months and sometimes for six 
months. Unless the banks arc in a position to pay money held on 
current accounts on demand and these short-term deposits ns soon as they 
mature, no bank will have any money and the result will be that the 
public will not have the facility of exporting their jute. The jute will 
rot here and the growers of the produce will be without the money 
value of their produce. There will be no use for this produce and it 
will be useless. If you interfere with the bank operations by enacting 
the provisions of this lbll, you injure the assets of the province 

The same is the case with insurance companies. If I have a paicel 
of jute *ttT’be sent from Kirajganj to Calcutta, I insure it, because on 
the way the jute is likely to be destroyed by fire. If you do not 
exclude insurance companies from the operation of this Hill, a large 
part of the assets of the insurance companies may become locked up 
by the operations of this Act, so that when I, the poor cultivator, 
despatch my jute from the mufassil station either to the exporting 
mokrnn or tp Calcutta, ‘and present my claim to the insurance companies, 
in the event of loss, they will say: “Wait, our money is locked up 
and we cannot get our money immediately.” Tn that way it is the 
cultivator that will suffer. 

Take life insurance. No doubt the new Insurance Act that will 
shortly come into force, requires that a large part of the money of the 
insurance companies will have to be invested in gilt-edged securities. 
But there will also remain a large part which will be invested other- 
wise. Why should those investments be obstructed by the processes 
of this Bill? You insure your life, and the policy matures either by 
death or by the expiry of the term of insurance. But when you present 
yonr claim to the insurance company, they will say that their resources 
are locked up by the operations flf this Act and th& persons to whom 
they Ifent money had applied for deferring payments for ten or twenty 
years. In that way payment will be deferred, whjle the poor widow 
and the little children for whose benefit the insurance was effected will 
starve. 

Then as regards the application of this Act to provident funds. 
Thcjpe who have any experience as employers, for instance on school 
23A 
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committees know that at every meeting of the school committees teachers 
come to you for loans and those provident funds will have to be regis- 
tered as money-lenders otherwise they cannot advance money, and the 
money in their hands will not be available at a low rate of interest as 
it was intended to be. 

Now take the case, of co-operative societies to which Mr. Wordswoitli 
has referred. Yoti must remember that at the present stage the work 
of the co-operative movement in this province depends to a very great 
extent on depositors’ money. More than 90 per cent, of the money 
of these societies come not from shares but from deposits from out- 
siders and if you apply this Act to loans by co-operative societies which 
are at a comparatively lower rate of interest than those by ordinary 
mahajavs, ‘then you score away the sources from which the assets of 
the co-operative societies are derived. I have some experience of 
co-operative banks, because I preceded Mr. Wordsworth in the office 
which he How occupies. The Provincial Bank, which has nearly three 
crores of rupees, has spread a large part of its money all over ihe pro- 
vince, but when (he time comes for payment, everybody says* 4k*. cannot 
pay. T attended some meetings rrf co-operative banks. In a particular 
district, a meeting was held in which representatives of nearly 750 co- 
operative societies were present. They thought that the provincial 
co-operative bank at the apex only existed to find money which had 
probably dropped from heaven for them and which money need not be 
returned. Now the Provincial Bank here has <to obtain deposits in 
competition with nearly 50 other banks in the metropolis and any day 
when the Provincial Bank cannot pay back its deposits on the due date, 
its depositors will go away to other banks in the metropolis and the Pro- 
vincial Bank will be absolutely without any means to help agriculjjire 
or anything else in tin* province. That should be remembered. If you 
include co-operative societies within the purview of this Bill, you will 
prevent prompt realisation of moneys by these societies, societies which 
the Legislature has set up for the benefit of the people to enable them 
to obtain money at comparatively cheap rates but by this Bill when 
a co-operative society seeks to recover money, the society will' have to 
wait for 15 years. But its depositors won’t wait 15 years. The 
deposits are only for three months, six months or at the most a year. 
After that the money will have to be repaid. What happens? Nobody 
comes back to redeposit his money with such an institution. You are- 
thereby, if you include these institutions within the operation of this 
Act, injuring your own people, preventing people from having the 
facilities which these societies offer. I therefore, Sfr, think that the 
alterations made in the Select Committee have gone against the inten- 
tions of the Government. The Government excluded these institutions 
in order, to keep the tacilities which the ordinary economic operations 
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of this province and our general economic advancement from the lowest 
to the highest grade require. That has been taken away by the 
alterations that have been made. I therefore support the amendment. 


Mr. R. B. WHITEHEAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to support the 
motion moved formally by Mr. Millar. 1 speak, Sir, with considerable 
diffidence after all that has been said by experienced speakers and 
commercial men and I can only speak as an ordinary businessman. 
Mr. Khaitan, apart from dealing with the powers of this Provincial 
Legislature, which you, Sir, dealt with so illuminatingly, put forward 
points which must bear very considerable weight with all those who 
have to deal with business concerns. He spoke of the complete chok- 
ing of the rivers of credit in this province. Mr. Wordsworth also 
dealt with Go-operative Banking as has Mr. Basil and made clear to 
us at least what he thinks will be the effect of the BiH asit has epmc 
to us from the Select Committee. We have heard points of vietv 
different from those of Mr. Wordsworth’s on the same subject: But 
1 think most of us are inclined to agree that his wide knowledge of it 
and his extensive knowledge of the country and countryside and the 
conditions existing in the villages amongst the agriculturists must 
bear weight with all of us. Yesterday, Sir, when the honourable 
member from Cox’s Bazar declared modestly that he was hardly 
capable of following such speakers as Mr. Khaitan and Mr. Wordsworth, 
h6 went on very elrttjuently to describe the TTtopia in which no interest 
at all was paid on any money lent. Sir, l would liken him, if T may, 
to the young man who took a pink pill to turn his dreams into 
technicolour films. , 

While M,r. Wordsworth was speaking yesterday, Maulvi Abu 
IldSbain Sarkar asked why we did not go straight away to vote with 
the Government. Honourable members are aware that my party ’a 
position, the European Party’s position, has been very clearly stated 
many times on the floor of the House. We hold ourselves free to 
assist in fostering legislation which we feel is for the general good 
of the p/ovinee. Equally, we hold ourselves quite free, to oppose such 
legislation as we do not think good for the province. We are not 
opposed to legislation for the regulation of money-lending. We arc 
willing to support further legislation which is properly applicable to 
nrfal areas. Rut the present Bill, Sir, as it has ’emerged from the 
Select Committee, appears to us almost entirely objectionable. It has 
brought in commercial loans and loans advanced hy # banks, co-operative 
societies and insyrance societies within the scope of the Bill. The 
proposals to give retrospective effect to the reduction of rates of interest 
and to other provisions of the Bill are more than unfair, and visualise 
destruction of dues which have already accru'd under the ordinary 
commercial procedure of to-day. Unless, Sir, we receive definite 
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assurances on the floor of this House that Government will move 
amendments dealing with the features which we consider objectionable 
and will assure us that -the other points which we have raised will be 
the subject of favourable negotiations, we should feel ourselves unable 
to vote in favour of this Bill. I therefore support the amendment of 
Mr. Millar. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not 
like to enter into the labyrinths of discussion as to whether this 
Legislature has got any authority to legislate over this matter of 
money-lending or whether this Government is required to have 
previous sanction from the Governor-General. I am not going to do 
that. Simply I ask Mr. Khaitan whether this provincial autonomy 
of ours is an improvement on former bureaucratic India Act. I 
seriously ask Mr. Khaitan whether this provincial autonomy of ours is 
a real and tangible gift to India or to Bengal; then we must have 
some improvement over the former Act. 


Sir, in the former Act the provinces were given the power to legis- 
late over these matters of money-lending, and the former bureaucratic 
Government passed the Usurious Loans Act, the Money-lenders Act, 
and the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. But, Sir, Mr. Khaitan was 
telling us, shownig all these books in volumes from the archives of 
his precious library, that this Government has no authority to legislate 
over this money-lending business. If that be so, tflien I ask Mr. Khaitan 
to throw all those books into the Ganges or into the Bay of Bengal, or 
if that is not sufficient, deeper still into the Indian Ocean. If this 
provincial autonomy is a real thing, then it must be worked and worked 
for the benefit of the people of the province. I must ask Mr. Khaitan 
whether the principle of damdupat, which we have entered in this Bill, 
is a real one. He must know what is the meaning of damdupat , he 
being the son of a Hindu. He must, remember that damdupat is a 
very old thing in the Hindu Law and that it was entered in our legis- 
lative enactment of 1930, viz., the Usurious Loans Act, and subse- 
quently in the Money-lenders Act of 1933, although that has not been 
properly but restrictively applied. Sir, we tried in the Select Com- 
mittee to make it clear in the Bill so that this principle of damdupat 
might be properly applied in its r&dricted sense. Damdupat under 
the Hindu Law means not more than double the principal amount in 
any case, and we have tried our best that the total amount should in 
no case exceed what is provided for in the system of damdupat r , We 
have not introduced anything in the Select Committee that is new or 
injurious to the country. We have only reintroduced an old system 
based on the ancient Hindu principle of damdujxit and I submit, Sir, 
that we have done nothing wrong. H 
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Sir, as regards the rate of interest and about payment by instal- 
ments without interest, the law courts are already giving decrees though 
not unfrequently on all these points. My friend Mr. Khaitan could have 
objected to the provisions in the old Money-lenders Act when it was 
being passed in this House. But, Sir. he did not do that. He did not 
shed crocodile tears at that time for the good of the people. Why, 
then, has he now come with all his force and his hooks to prove that 
this Government has got no ]>ower to do this. But now that you, Sir, 
have given your ruling on that point, namely, that this Provincial 
Legislature has got power to legislate over the business of money- 
lending, 1 hope my friend will rest satisfied. 

Then, Sir, about tin* point raised by Mr. Khaitan that the people 
will not. get credit it this Bill he passed into law, I must say that 
Mr. Khaitan of all persons should not shed crocodile tears for the good 
of the people whom he is going to kill. Sir, the people have outlived 
the economic depression for seven or eight yeais; they have not already 
died, and they will from now onwards work with this satisfaction that 
in future they will not have to pay any debt to the muhujnn. If thev 
have outlived those dark days of economic depression, they will certain- 
ly live somehow or other m future. Mr. Khaitan says that if mju pas* 
this law, these people — these “ferocious tigers” — will come out and 
take the place of the tame “horses” of his. 'Hi is tcmimK me of a 
Bengali proverb — 

£1 C* TORS? 

m 5C* M 5TC5 *1511 

Sir, these *t*’s, these ferocious tigers, are out to do their duty 

and to show that they are in their proper element; they just demand 
they; own right and that they must have at any cost. They do not 
care whether they live or die, hut they must have their pound of flesh. 

Sir, Mr. Khaitan need not be afraid of these tigers, but he must 
give them what is their due and what they are privileged to have. 
That is what we want. We must know lhat we arc here to live and 
not to die. If money-lenders are afraid of investing their money in 
loans, lei them invest their money in commerce, Bade and industries 
for the good of the country and prosperity of its people. But let them 
not make the people poorer by their own hankering activities. Sir, il 
they continue in this way the mon^y-lenders will drive us to Bolshevism 
or Communism where there is no money, no money-lender — all work 
but no starvation. And if my friends are afraid of these things, they 
shoulchknow that the people must live and must haVIe something to eat. 
Sir, our motto is* that these tigers must live somehow or other, and 
they must have their daily prey to live upon. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his 4teat.) 
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Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: 

tor?^ kgtos, totto to?r ^cfcr^r toft a* 

Ministry *T Jpzfiwrt faq TOT TO — are <K n tTO#T TO, TO TOSRt TOH- 
«qfsra ®rro uniter tor — a$ Ministry «rr toq to TO, 

aC*R H*lUr TO l toj STTTOR a$ Ministry *T*?rtwft Bengal 

Tenancy (Amendment) Act 3T wl? a* I Ml TOT TO toffT 

tor rcra toTr* totcto ar*rc *tor torra, mr chto i Twi wA tori 
acnt g R hto&hm 8 ! acHC*R sm a^ <((<5 ^ch<i fa <4H tothtr ^r^tocvi, 
tots tor* tori r m \ fro mrnrm £*r totrr fcror to tot *facs 
to TO, to wfCTrt« frofr torer afwiGM to snfasrto i 

$TOR rtWR WTOR TO><CHC*b* TO Cq^C® TO TO l TOTO WfcTOS 
TOU, TORT$T, &THHR, TO^F 0 TOR *R 4'l\Sfa{el ton CTOTR *m*U<m 
afafaf*RT b J4tb niU© •TT I faM£ a&T-HdO ^ c T‘Wt> 

afate® 5«SR, a* TO'ftTO STTOR <$«! «q?r TO? TO Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act ’tPT atoll TOt? 2T£T e TOTO? ®qs«f ^ TO? TO 
<«faR Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill ?r TOTSRt «nWr« aTOT cflfaflTO l 
TO a* f<Rt>R TO?CR a®^r f?C?RT $f<UUcM C? TORT Select Committee Ctf 
TO 8R ^TsTTCT CHK< TOF1 TO aj>H HMCM 08^ RR fat? Select 

Committee TO - RTt?R, a* SCMRI TOJT!5 TOa: crre? TOR S^R? 

RlTO a* Select Committee t$ fa?^ SS?R HJ*UH TO! RTO* a* 
TOST TO CTO a^ TO TO? reTO $f tofijR To tntTOI TO tW 

fa: to^sto frrons a^ rr? toroi fcfa a^ ^ a^ ffiRSlfa , 

«[f«RF^5; TO? TOTRl TOPTOt 1 fcfa ?v? ^ TO^TTOt TORTO TOR a^ 

tor a^ wtrcir f*K totoIto tot^ i 

fa: faTO Money-lenders TO5RFR TOf <TTO 5RT ^5&T C*l"«iR *tf TO> 

to, « 5^it trot <tfatiJci5 aUuiuHi toj croiVl^ afafafa 

rror frot ^faTUc® ton, c*rrt a<rot a^iroa fa: ttn^rra tot 

falTRRl Rt<SRT Money-lenders 2TT hri«Hck« C“iR % H*tfo TO v5H5$T ^T CtTO 

to snti m&m a^ro rto nfrow cron sffaroi fa: ftiro i£ro 

<f3R AtolCtH — Government Money-lenders Bill faw a^ Wl^r^cn TO? 
Jf?nt?nfaRR, toj Select Committee & a^T ferocious tiger a 

nfa*ro i «irfa TO^—to&TRS' fea sro afanu ^rr« ^ to®t 

<to(II l Money-lenders «T TO5R 3TO aCTO a^R TOTO TO*H 

VfaKlto, CTOW4 TO TO TO fa?Tltol I5BTO OTTOR 

TOR « W^fa a^fR «RT TOTO* ©RT^fa toRT^t 5R fa^ faffl iffOT 

faam ^fa?i stor famti i «ufa cwrr a^R srrfa i ca a^®R f *bK$ 

*qt TO PR to fairtoi to to to to &rti wt cto r pr 
«rr to to nUc*iR ■ ^fro to, ^ tor fa^& to? r «rto tost to i 

a^R #HIMo RfaR «TO compound interest 2 jj b#<jM TOT a^R a^T ^ 

CTOFto fa^ toy TOR ^faKT *T*t PT$TO TO ^3> N $RR TOTO *TTOR fato 
« fa^nR fTOR ^ TOR frRR a*nfa 5i5R »fa*T« a^ Rt fa*Rto TOT^C R 
TOR fW TOr *faC& TOT CTO TO sfltl WT *TTOR ^faR TOT ^ 

r ctor «ttor a?qa afa^fa a^ aiRto rto-tors tot tost ctor 
sht-toI tot acnK«fire iqtor sistr faror' to^ sr?r rrt aiqa 
TOfa^oq •R-faro “artTO’ caal^r sttoto? PTfror tosr totcto tpni 
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<i<*pr to *tor tor mxm ?*c$ a* a* f^F-srarr ot ot ^ *T??r 
toi to **> N &tot m tor wfww' ^ tot? ^tot? a*af& ?sn to toft? s 
tojm? ato fw-stsrr? $a? ot ?$ totfri ot ^ ertonu $ *ry T H fr jr OT ? 
TOft ot?t OTafa ??i<hi ^tor c??otu cototto tm a? ffiwsft f ? tosr 
errc?a, rr?r otto, stoa^r $ tort rr ?tcry art? cot errtor Money- 
lending ?T JSlOT svmIs. ?KHl Ttor OTR^to a?T TOR -TtoJ $f?TO ? lo ®T? 
&TOT? a*afo ^FtolTOl t*?TCH? OTT TOW 2HR error? TOR ^tot ?TCi> ?TCt> 
OTTO f?f?« ^toOTH OT?T TOR COTW? C? f®$T ?T!£ft, TO ?tfHOT, TO etf*C 

e to? a^afe to? $tor ottor a^rtot ?tor $T?Ttow acroc? to? 

$fto ^tor tore?, OTTO t?OTT HT?1 aOTTOr a?to a? aTOT Money-lender 
?T ?TOOT? TO ?*R WtTO TO ^toR TO W f CHlto TO5 

croa tort tor ar i 5?K^fR entra? rrt 5tot ayroa cOTafaaw *i^t??r tor 

aCTOC? Too 0 TO *T/TT <*[??! toll? I TOHIR? HRal? Hei\*TT TOR? CTO? 

a?1? cotto? to? to aafrr Bill errtorficaa, tort fcfa cot? srorctoi 
fi5fa ai5$T $aro? ^tor tore?? ca H?isRaa arsw? Th^G ??ciy ot?ich? sirs’ 1>tto? 
otrcotc c?*rft fa?^t facy aif?c? ar \ froj OTfafa H^ftor srt aaa chc*t? a?a 

eiror star atorc? c? ®?a tor? aaa toot?<s tot aTt i aaa error a? 

H?RR*t entca? RECTOR [<C«l TOT ^t??Tt? OT?TW CTO? a?ft? CUT? <*(TbC0 
OTf?C?l Cat TO* OTR1? TOOTOT?1 ?^ to ^RR ?TtoTC??— OTIfTW 

ferociouH tiger toa ?TTC?*nf? c ro TO F*?TC?I fTOJ TO C? OTCfr OTCfc OTTO 

cot rato aroal tort? *g^r sraca tor toT? cro? totow cott?w? 
aiy tol? cantor tor otot? to? to toa ?ttcsr af?a?a 3 ^F to cotw? 
toSHiSI to? ?t??r otr? aTOT toot ot? jfT?? ?t??r ?rtor tore?, 
ca.ttoe? tott? iTO?« to?T ?f??re?:? f^? ot ?*f?e?? cw a error 

cot a«R ®rr? «ntroy otc? ?ti $ott^ ?«r tor, otr ?t?« 

a error tor: a?? strtr? Provincial AuUmomy ?r snRto RR?-OTC?? 
toto cot? a$ e*nRr1? eror a^to?? to err? arrto$ arc? ?n error cot? 
cot to? a«R RTOTt? a?° otto rre ?TO? ent? ^fws ??, ?toi <tw«rW> c? 
enrcr? ?r; to toto a^ft ew tortrcsR, ot?r tor ?$to? 

wnT^reto a«R« ^tot ®rre?i toj totto rtc^ eror angrr =oti error 
chi h (? eOTW? srf^to? — b^OTs^T <rt??r otctck? ertor to? erton? a rich a tt? i 
error ?<r rotr; otc^rrI ^frorVt to to e tof ero? ^rw<- 
e?cto c?rpw ro otwt? to otot cotSt <f[?ccc?h, y«R error miction 
?r ?r?R^5rw 5^e*rr*R ?1w ferociouH tiger ?t toa ?rre? at?«w 4l??rf? 
at ^OTJ C? a^ TOSRl OTtCH? ?TTS TOTto? TOT^C? a? CH*T COT ^to* 
^"k"leH? 5\? ?toT tor tors? ototpThot ?ot *f?cy are? i erro 

OTTO tars serf? e? money-lending ?T (jTOT COTTCR ?T^T COT? *rC?T CTOT 
toRifasTT yf ot arc? ?ri cat to # tos r? h?ot?i to^ otots ^to^? 1 ? r 
chot awn< cOTa ?t??re? — sjrotc? cot? R?^ f OT??^a f?ro? aM toa 
?f??TC? C? error COT? OTTO TOt eOT^re^ ferocious tiger ?r tTO OTICI 
atow ?ff ?c$ ?rt ?t?rf?i t?rw vv 0 rd*worth(to e?R^i?r«r")a? ?it? ?to arc? 
- 7 *fc ?tw arc? I- Mr ttora stay entor wrich? chc«t? cotw? wroto a^ir 
®rt?r H& cotiJt ^tor ot?tto htIwt? ^a?-R;:ca? ^a? ?mT&i$r *fm OT?toy 
?tib aie?H r froj enror ototr? chc*t? cottot? ?i?i?i erfn^j 4l?co yif?c?, 
otottjt? otto ?? yrtor ?tor ?rto ?t??r to, *r? % <c^a ?toi ca 
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5T5T ^55, °055l CW^ tiger 5T ^TfTS 5f55lfa, f5*$ 555 1 <1 5$I4 

45 CP15G 51? 44$T T5^ 5T5C0 5$I4 1 HI5<C5 HffttC 5$C4 55T5T5C45 554T5 — 
WrtWfa C5PT5 55T 4f5$4T5t *f4H&W 5H5*4C5 fa^CCfc 5T5T 

5lft5 5TI *5TC55 5T 5Tftt4 C54 fWjtit 5TfTO 5TI 4TC5* 555T5 5*C4 C5TO ' 
WTO S5T 4t 4T*5C4 TORR<fi 4T55T 4ft4$ 5ft4t Sir P. C. Roy 4<ft5 
S(TC5$ 5f45TC55 C5 fttH^t! <*&ft 55 — [<CK*tl tcu < ?ft' , ic < * TO44T SSHS ft©lb{>© 
551 frortsr 4T45T <(ftl6U 5ft5l 4C5*t a.tC\S ftC5C4 C4I51 WlS"l (>l4l 4t?rr 
5T ft? 45 *F4 5T4 ?ftTO 5T1 4Tft TO 5f45lft4TH, ftC5<l5r TO enf55TC5, 
m, Wte C55T5t5T l ( Laughter ) fa?J TO C5fafl3|ft ftwfl ftsfaflT 
fa 555 ferocious 5T fast 5$5T 4T5TC55 C5TO ft?TJI5 (415154(5 455 5T5$Tt5T 
5T5?Tt5T TO 5f5CW I C5?*t34T5 fa$T5 55T45 44TC5 4lf55T 4(5TO &T5T <TOT 
fa 555 f55Tfr (4fa ft*5fT4 5ft5TTO, 5rO$75T5l 6 STfiftT 5*3515 4(5TO C5T1S1 
C5Tt>1 5m C4T54 5fa5T 4$5T fa^3 ftsTTS ^TOfatT^ 5*51X5 mi «TT4ft £11551 
t5T fal5 4*$? 5*5115? 4t ?ftg [W C4T54 5ft5T* ftW'ft ftSTCi, 

45^ $11551 5*3515 45&T $4fo <pftto 555f 5*51X5 I fan£ 4Tft 5T5Tft4(4 warn- 
ing 5T TO5T5 5f55T ftdSft C5, 455® 5ft 4T5K55 5W TO5T 5CT5TC55 C5TO 
W4£54 5T^T 5T5T5T 5T 5?55T C5T5 555 C5T45I4 5C55, mi 5*X4 4T55T 
455 $4T5 454*45 5f55, 5TTO 5C4 OTlftTO 4I5TC55 4* (54 5Tft5T Ff45T 51*05 
5ft? I 5T5515 5M5^5T 5(5T55 C5 ft5 $*151? 4TO 5TfWT\«f 5^4“ ft5T C 51551 
5f55T ftfllTO C? ?«4(5(4 4T55T 4T5K55 (5TO WTO £5T (? C5T5 41*5 
5T4 5tTO 4Tft?l $T* faC54*ft4 5«5C5C4 4T5R55 5TO 4551? 5t55T 

5T &f4T4 45^ S5WT5 5T 554ltC4, 4T55T *ftat 4«5l5 5TW 5f55C5 “fa5*t1 
fa5fi?3 4Tt5” 5T4 5f55T OTlftW 4C5*T ft5l 

f5! 65n5 4 5S5T5f 51 TO 4C5C4 5^C55 5T55TC55 45^ iy 5 r 55^f t 5 5j[C55 5(TO*l 
5F5T455 5t5TO 31554 C5^T 5ftCOT51 fa^ ®*T5T5t ( C5TO 5^? 5ft 

C555 v t555 5f45TTO ; — Neither a vender nor a borrower ” Bpft? 
“&T5T 5T5 ftC5« 5T TOT &T5T 5T5 ft^« 5TI” 4T5 ft: 65H5ft«5T^ 5TTO C5t 
C4T5 5t5T ®05TC55 C5TO C4T51W5 ^T5T 5T5 C5G5T5 ®5T 4^ C^T 
4^ 3P55 5ftl^55 1 4T55T 4T5 ST5T 5T5 5T l &T5T 5T5 ftC'ii 5tC4 4C54 

TO 5ft5T ft5T 5TO TO *^5F ft5T ^4C^ fr5T 515 ft5^1 ^T5T 5TTO 5^51 
4T5 <0ftT5 5T1 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

The Hotl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
think that Mr. Wordsworth deserves our thanks in some measure for 
having coated a very bitter pill with somewhat sweetened anecdotes, 
for I desire to aswure Mr. Wordsworth and his fellow members that 
this Bill is of vital importance to the people of the province. We can- 
not treat it in a light-hearted manner, and it is essential for us for the 
happiness of the people of this province that a Bill to regulate money- 
lending and money-lenders should he passed at as early a stage as 
possible. 

I was a little amaued, if I may say so, at the attitude of Mr. Words- 
worth and his Group, l>eoause hitherto I was under the impression that 
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his Group consisted mostly of borrowers either for commercial transac- 
tions or for their own purposes. The solicitude which I find in them 
for the money-lender surely puis us on our guard and must make us 
realise that the Bill may have to be amended in such a manner as to 
provide that the sources of credit in this country do not dry up. But, 
at the same time, I would like to direct the attention of his Group to 
the fact that it will be difficult for him to appreciate the condition of 
the majority of the borrowers of this province. If they are borrowers, 
they stand as a separate class by themselves. They are not in such a 
position that the money-lenders can take advantage of their helpless- 
ness and, to use a somewhat bitter expression grind their faces in the 
dust. But the majority of InnTowers of this count r\ are in a different 
position. They are helpless and for ages past the money-lender has 
been able to take advantage of their helplessness and to have brought 
them down to such a stage of poverty and desperate circumstances that 
relief has become absolutely essential. 

We are not unmindful of the result if we put through a Bill of 
such a nature which affects the rights of a vast number of people. We 
have got to ’be just, to all parties. We have got to he just to the debtor 
first. We have got to see that he is rescued from his helpless position. 
We have got to he just to the creditor, 1o the good creditor and to the 
good money-lender and we have also got to see that the sources of 
credit do not dry up, and for the sake of the borrower, we have got 
to^ee that he is able* to secure money in a cheap market. But, at the 
same time, we cannot, .because there are some good money-lenders, pass 
laws which *will protect all money-lendeis, good and had. In all our 
measures, we shall have to see that # injustice is not ultimately done and 
we claim that the Select Committee lias in a very large measure attempt- 
ed to strike the middle course. If they have failed to some extent, 
it is for this House to set it right ; if there are certain indiscretions 
in the report, if there are certain matters in the report to which they 
have not been able to give ample consideration, I feel perfectly certain 
that the House is competent to set matters right. So fur us Govern- 
ment are concerned, we are ever ready io pay the greatest attention 
atfd consideration to the views of the members of this House— from 
whichever party these views are placed before us. We are prepared 
to pay attention to tlie views of the European Group and we trust that 
from the discussion which will t^ke place on the flyor of this House, 
we will be able* to arrive at a certain via media which may be useful 
and which may result in producing a Bill of real benefit to the people 
of this province. • 

• Sir^ it will be, in effect, painting the lily if I were to refer after 
your ruling to the position of banks and promissory notes and try to 
convince this House that banks and promissory notes and such like * 
matters, that appear to be under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
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Central Legislature, can very well be considered by the Provincial 
Legislature. I would ask the honourable members, particularly the 
European Group, who do not seem to be conversant with money-lending 
business in the muf'assil areas, not to think that all banks are institu- 
tions that are solidly placed on an international footing and which 
lend money to borrowers at reasonable rates of interest. There are 
banks and banks. There are institutions which parade as banks but 
which are really loan offices of such a nature that they are able to pay 
at the expense of hapless and unhappy agriculturists and of the unhappy 
people of this province, dividends at the rate of 2(H) per cent, or 75 per 
cent, or 80 per cent. Honourable members 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: [ do not know of any loan offices 
which pay 200 per cent, dividend. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Are you not aware of 
loan offices which have paid 80 per cent, dividend ¥ Fortunately these 
loan offices to-day are not in a position to do so and have sent in their 
applications for winding up. But there have been loan offices which 
have paid a dividend of 80 per cent, to their investors. There have 
been loan offices which have charged interest from 87^ per cent, to 75 
per cent, for their borrowers. Ale these reasonable rates of interest! - ' 
Should these helpless people not he protected from the operation of 
such loan offices which parade as banks? If honourable members 
opposite can find out the means of saving the people from loan offices 
of such a nature which parade us banks but which are not really hanks, 
we shall certainly be prepared to consider their rights and not encroach 
upon banks which have an international status and which really func- 
tion as banks. These are matters which can be thrashed out on the 
floor of the House. 

Mr. Wordsworth and his gioup will pardon me if I say that I have 
not found any reason on their side for tlu* recommittal of this Bill. We 
can, on the floor of this House, certainly come to very reasonable con- 
clusions and I can assure them that Government and the members who 
are supporting the Government, are too anxious to place on record a 
Bill which may be workable and which may be beneficial to all parties 
and bring justice to all. I hope, Sir, that the European Group will, 
in view of the fatt that we are anxious to pay attention to the views 
of all parties in the House, be disposed to withdraw the motion for 
recommittal. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I was thinking that a long speech will be necessary to meet my 
friend, Mr. Khaitan, who has become famous during the last two days. 
But, Sir, your ruling has traced all the legal technicalities and points 
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that have been raised by my friend, Mr. Khaitan. I do not like to tread 
upon these again. I would simply like to tell him that I 
do not understand how he considers this piece of legislation as, in any 
w»y, of a revolutionary character, as he has pointed it out to be. 
I know that he is the author of that very Act which has actually 
disturbed the capital of the country. The Bengal Mone\ -lenders Bill 
is his draft. After having drafted a Bill like that, if he now says 
that I have drafted a worse Bill, I think, lie is doing wrong to me. 
So I want to tell him that if any wrong has been done l<> the capital 
of the country by the Agricultural Debtors Act. he is the person 
responsible for that and not I 

Mr, DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: On a point of personal explana- 
tion, Sir. If is not the author of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act, who is responsible for the drying up of the credit of the province, 
but it is the nml-administration carried on by the Government. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My friend after having destroyed the capital of the country, now poses 
a* a friend of the capitalists. I believe, this position he should not 
have taken. I may request him, in all seriousness, to understand the 
implications of the different sections of the Bill to which we have tried 
to give a shape. If my friend now says that we have made surh an 
innovation in the existing law, that it would bring in a disaster to 
the country, I will say that he has not understood the implications 
of these sections. (('lies of “Hear, hear” from the Coalition benches.) 
I may tell him that probably he has forgotten the veiv basis of all our 
efforts. He ought to know that a large number of sections to which 
he took exception is nothing hut the verbatim reproduction of the 
Usurious Loans Act. He thinks that we have allowed the opening of 
accounts and of old transactions which are closed. Does he not know, 
I want to ask him, the wording of clause d of the Usurious I/oans Act 
of 1818 (laughter) P 1818 is more remembered than 1918, here I should 
say 1918. 

Mr, DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: On a point ol information, Sir. 
Can the Judicial Minister read the section before referring to itP 

• • 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has a great responsibility. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 , hope Mr. Khaitan will read it himself. (Laughter.) He must 
know tfiat when a man is speaking with authority (laughter) he must 
have read the book. Do you mean to say that without reading the book 
I am speaking on this point? 
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I appeal to the members of the House that before they are carried 
away by speeches and speeches alone which mean nothing and which 
will lead them nowhere, they should meditate and seriously consider 
whether they are right in now proposing that this Bill should be 
recommitted to a Select Committee. My friend Mr. Suhrawardy has 
told the House what his opinion is in this matter and that, I may 
tell the House, is the opinion of the Government as a whole. After 
having heard that opinion, I believe, the European group would 
not be justified in demanding that this Bill should be recommitted 
to a Select Committee. I must tell my friends here that there is a 
vast difference between working in a Select Committee and working 
in a house like this. Here you have the advantage of one thing and 
it is this : that whatever is to be discussed here must be put in the 
form of a report and timely notice of all the amendments that are to 
be proposed must be given, but in a Select Committee all of a sudden 
a pro]K)&al may come in a desultory manner from one corner of the 
committee and you are to dispose of that without notice. That is 
the position which my friends ought to understand. Here in this House 
whatever be the merits of the Bill, whatever be the. difficulties 
that you may have to face, you know that you are confining your- 
selves within the four corners of the programme. In a Select Committee 
you will have no programme. Besides this there is anothei difficulty 
In a Select Committee you have got only one representative of yours, 
but in this House all the ill members of your gpoup will be present. 
All of you may take part in the debate and come to a conclusion. This 
is an advantage to you. I therefore request you not to he carried 
away by any prejudice but to think over all the points that I have 
placed before you (laughter). I bidieve you ought to consider that 
sending of the Bill to the Select Committee will not be to your 
advantage; on the contrary there is the difficulty that this Bill ma t f be 
made worse by the Select Committee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it is not bad, how can it be 
worse ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HAR RUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I withdraw^ that word (laughter). 

Mr, 8PEAKER: If speech leads to nothing, as you have said, I 
hope you will try to finish it, because the time is short. 

The Hon’blt Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bdhadur: 

I appeal once again to the House to understand the implication of the 
Bill and not to be carried away by prejudices. . 
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If any honourable member wants to know the implication of the 
Bill in its true colour, I am quite ready to explain the position here. 
I do not believe there is any more time left for me to go into the 
different provisions of the Bill to show that there is nothing revolu- 
tionary in it. The only thing that has been attempted in this Bill 
is the inclusion of Calcutta. From the very beginning the honourable 
members were anxious to get rid of Calcutta (laughter). If we leave 
out Calcutta, there would not be so much opposition and I may tell 
my friends that so far as mufassil is concerned the mufassil law is the 
same as we have actually enunciated here. (Mr. Khaitan : Is this 

the explanation of the present Bill?') So far as the mufassil is 
concerned, there is no distinction between one class of transaction and 
another. Every class of transaction is controlled by the Money- 
lenders Act which you, Mr. Speaker, hove put on the Statute Book. 
So my friends, you must remember, that only one word in addition has 
spoiled the case. I appeal to you all to understand the thing first, 
f *omc to the conclusion afterwards and make a decision for which you 
will not have to regret later. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A.* K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, alter the very 
elaborate exposition of the legal position with which you have favoured 
us this evening and your ruling on the question of ultra rtres , it is not 
necessary to discuss the points of law that were raised by my friend 
M». Khaitan last evening. 1 rise. Sir, to make a very short statement 
to make the position of Government clear regarding the aims and 
objects of the present Itill. There are those in this House who seem to 
think that if this Bill is passed into law, it will choke all the resources 
of rural credit and strike at the roof of the political, economic, and social 
advancement of Bengal for many long years to come. There are others 
wlnThope that if this Bill is passed into law, the millennium will come 
for the agriculturists and that the peasantry of Bengal will not be the 
miserable lot of wretched humanity which they are at the present moment 
It .is not my purpose either to defend or to criticise the conflicting 
views. I wish to make a very short statement as to the manner in which 
wp propose to deal with the various provisions of this Bill, but before 
I do so I wish to refer very briefly to what I consider the legitimate 
rights of Legislators under Provincial Autonomy in attempting to 
legislate on matters of provincial concern. I feel, Sir, that we under 
the Provincial Autonomy enjoy iA legislators much wider powers than 
were possessed !bv our predecessors. J feel that Provincial Autonomy 
•would be a farce if at each step we took towards legislation the bogey 
of central interference or federal interference were held out and it was 
sought^to scare us away by threatening interference from higher powers 
in the legitimate exercise of our legislative rights. I am one of those 
who feel that if there is a controversy as to whether a subject is 
actually in the federal or in the provincial list or if any legislation ia 
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in the region of controversy, I would rather go ahead than turn iback 
because I want to assert the powers which we possess under Provincial 
Autonomy, leaving if to the law courts to decide whether we have 
really trenched upon forbidden ground. 

Now as regards the Bill itself, my friend Mr. Suhrawardy has made 
& statement which I hope has made the Government position clear. If 
anything was left unsaid, I hope the eloquent exposition of the position 
by my friend the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain has practically 
exhausted all that could be said on the subject. Now, Sir, I do not 
wish to be left out to give a silent vote on this happy occasion when we 
are entering on a si age of political and financial progress and when we 
are certainly making a history for the agriculturists of Bengal. (A 
voice: For all.) Sir, I shall try to make a few observations on the 
merits of the Bill. On behalf of the European Group my friend 
Mr. 'Wordsworth the other day and to-night, Mr. "Whitehead have 
remarked that Government should give a sort of an assurance that the 
points of view of the European Group as reflected in the various amend- 
ments suggested to the Bill would receive due and adequate considera- 
tion. Most certainly their points of view will be considered. Not 
only the European points of view, but the points of view of every 
section of the House will receive the most adequate consideration. Sir, 
1 think there is no reason to !be alarmed at the somewhat drastic nature 
of the provisions of the present Bill or the revolutionary changes which 
some of the clauses of the Bill seek to introduce in the domain of money- 
lending in Bengal. Those who hold the extreme views set out in the 
Bill are apparently in a majority in the House but they are all 
reasonable and sensible legislators who are always ready to consider 
points of view different from their own and to accommodate their 
opponents as far as may be consistent with their own duties towards 
their constituencies. I may say particularly with regard to the 
Coalition Group in this House that although they are in a majority 
and have demonstrated their strength of votes on many an occasion, 
they are not at all unmindful of their responsibilities towards the 
minorities in this House and I may say to their credit that they have 
been gallant fighters, always ready to be generous to those who may 
be weaker than themselves in the matter of votes in this House. They 
are keen on giving effect to what they consider to be the popular 
demand but they are also ready to compromise with all reasonable 
points of view. 1 would ask all sections of the House to carry on the 
discussions on the Bill in an atmosphere free from passion and pre- 
judice and try to accommodate different points of view so that an 
agreement may be reached which will be satisfactory to all parties 
concerned. Every one in this House has a grave responsibility not 
merely to his constituency but also to the province of Bengal at large. 
There can be no doubt that any advancement of the province, political, 
social or otherwise, is impossible without a sound system of finance and 
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that it would lbe a false step to take if we were to provide for legis- 
lation which in the long run would cripple Bengal’s resources and 
make her utterly unfit for the purpose of improving her arts and 
industries. For a happier, healthier and a larger Bengal the co- 
operation of all sections of the people is needed and no legislation, can 
achieve its object which is based on the transitory triumph of those 
who command the majority of votes by riding roughshod over the 
feelings and sentiments of those whom circumstances may have placed 
in a minority in this House. An Act to be really useful must be 
broadbased on the w illing acquiescence of all seel ions of the people and 
should be the product of the co-operation and collaboration of the best 
brains in the country working towards a common goal. 1 pray to the 
Almighty to illumine our hearts and enable us to take a long view' of 
things and to realise that the responsible task upon which we are enter- 
ing to-day may prove to be the turning points in Bengal’s chequered 
hjstory and that one false step may mar the splendid edifice which it 
is the desire of all of us to build for the sake of the interest of the 
countless millions who have been committed by Providence to our 
sacred charge. 

• 

Sir, before I sit down I wish to explain that the Bill in the shape 
in which it has come to us is certainly not the last word. The enormous 
number of amendments that have been proposed show that the members 
of this House have considered the situation carefully and that they 
are ready for a free and frank discussion. I refuse to believe, Sir, 
that if the # questions «tire approached in the true spirit of co-operation 
and sympathy, if those who arc legislating here for iuturc generations 
take note of the actual -reality oh things, not merely the condition of 
things in this city but the condition of things in the countryside, in 
th^ rural areas of Bengal, T do not think that we will not he able to 
evolve a Bill, evolve a piece of legi?dution which w’ill not solve the 
question of credit for the people of Bengal. The only requisite is that 
we should approach all questions in a spirit of humility, with a 
supreme sense of duty and with a resolve to solve all difficulties and not 
needlessly try to carry out our view-points at all costs and at all hazards, 
f do not think 1 can sermonise on an occasion like this, but \ do 
sincerely hope that this Bill will be one of those which will bring us 
together on a common platform, even though we may he holding 
different views, because it is a Bill where the patriotism of Bengal can 
find its fullest expression, where the sympathy which the money-lender 
may feel for the borrower, which the rich may feel for the poor, will 
find the fullest expression; and I hope, Sir, thfft in the discussion 
which wdll take place on the provisions of this Bill we will be able 1o 
give abundant proof not merely of our sympathy hut our real solicitude 
for the people of Bengal. I hope my friends who have moved this, 
motion for recommittal will reconsider the position and not press it to 
a division. After all, nothing can foe gained by a recommittal of the 
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Bill to the Select Conimittee for a few days. In the Select Committee 
different points of view will he placed and there will he notes of 
dissent, and practically every member will be dissenting from the views 
of the majority. A better course, and a more satisfactory course, 
would be for the Bill to be threshed out on the floor of the House 
giving ample scope of discussion on different points of view to !be 
harmonised. Sir, in this hope J commend the Bill for the considera- 
tion of the House, and I would appeal to those who want a recommittal 
to the Select Committee to withdraw their motion. 

The motion of Mr. 0. Millar that the Bill be recommitted to the 
Select Committee with instructions to submit their report by the 30th 
April, 1939, was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur, that the Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1938, as reported by the 
Select (kunmiUee, be taken into consideration was then put and agreed 
to. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: Before T adjourn the House I might remind the 
honourable members that all the amendments are now before the 
members, and I hope that from to-day by the 15th of April next the 
different parties will come to an agreement as to which motions they 
are going to move and which they are not. Also if there are going 
to be any further amendments, notice to that effect might be given 
by the 15th April. 1 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
5th of April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



1939 .] 


388 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
. under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Iiie Assemble met in t lu k Assembly House, Uulcuttu, on Wednesday, 
ih.» 5th April, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the llon'ldc Klian Bahadur M. Azizrn Haqitk, 
r.i.E. ) in ilit* (/hair, 11 Hon’blc Ministers and ‘Jll niemhers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Introduction of Bengal Rural Primary Education Act, 1930, in Nadia 

district. 

*323. Mr. M D. M0H8IN ALI: (a) "Will tin* Doable Minister in 
charge of the Education Department he pleased to state - 

(?) whether the Bengal Rural Primary Education Act, 1930, has 
* been introduced in the Nadia district; and 

(//’) if so, when? • 

(b) If the Act has been introduced in the district, what are the 
conditions, if any, under which •Union Boards in the district are 
entitled to grant aids to non-Union Board primary schools from the 
Uni<» Fund ? 

(r) Did the Polsunda Union Board in the Meherpur subdivision 
grant any aid to any non-Union Board primary schools? 

•(d) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the IJon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the conditions, if any, laid down 
by# the authorities were fulfilled by the school? 

( e ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year, for the years 1343, 1344 and 
1345 B.S. — # ’ . 

(?) the names of teachers who got aid from the Polsunda Union 
Fund; and 

(tt) the amount drawn by each of them? 

1 (/) Js there any Government or District Board aided primary school 
within the Union which did not get any aid? 

(g) Are all the schools that got aid from the Union Board in 1343 
and "1344 B.S. getting aid this year also? 


OlA 
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MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. A, K. Fazlul Huq): (a) (?) Yes, with the exception of 
certain sections of the Act. 

(ii) 1 5th November, 1934, and 1st March, 1935. 

(b) Union Boards in the district are entitled to give grants to non- 
union Board primary schools from the Union Fund under section 32(A) 
(2) of the Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

( c ) and (d) Yes. 

(e) and (g) A statement is laid on the table. 

(/) No. 


Statement referred to in the reply to claims (e) and (g) of starred question No. 323 
showing the names of schools and the names of teachers in the Polsunda 
Union Board receiving aid from the Union Fund during the years 1343 
B.S . , 1344 B.S. and 1343 B.S. 


Names of schools. 

Names of teachers. 

„ Amount. 

Remarks. 



Rs. 

a. 



1343 11. S. 




Polsunda Board Model 

Aftabuddin 

7 

0 

For furniture. 

Baruipara Maktab 

Rajah Ali 

5 

0 


Digboyra Maktab 

Golam Jilani 

- 5 

0 


Dhawapara Primary . . 

Rajkmnar Biswas 

12 

8 



Butto Kristo.Mandal 

5 

0 


Boria Maktab 

Md. Moula Bux 

38 

0 



Total 

72 

8 

* 



1344 B.S. 




Polsunda Board Model 

Md. Moula Bux 

20 

0 



Aftabuddin 

30 

0 


Digboyra Maktab 

Md. Golam Gilani 

25 

0 


Dhawapara Primary . . 

Rajkumar BisWas 

10 

0 



Butto Kristo Mandal 

5 

0 


Boria Maktab 

Md . Raoshan Ali 

45 

0 

(plus Rs. 41 for 





construction of 
the school 

house). 


Total 


135 0+41 
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• 

1346 B.S. 




Polaroid a Board Model 

Shamsuddin 

•• 


(Rs. 24, provided 
in the budget). 


Aftabuddin 

, , 


Baruipara Maktab 

Md. Rajab Ali 

, , 


(Rs. 10, provided 

Potarpara Primary . . 




in the budget). 

Md. Abu Syed 

10 

0 

(Rs. 12, provided 

Dhawapara Primary . . 

Rajkumar Biswas 



in the budget). 


Butto Kristo Mandal 



(Rs. 24, provided 





in the budget). 

Boria Maktab 

Md. Golam (Jiluni 

30 

0 

(Rs. 40, provided 





in the budgot). 


Total 

110 

0 


Mr. PROMATHA 

RANJAN THAKUR: 

SupplerntMi tary quest ion , 


Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: You art 1 also interested in 1 ho Nadia district? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SAN YAL : I submit, Sir, that the 
Speaker cannot put an\ questions! (Laughter.) 

. Mr. SPEAKER S # I am grateful to jou for pointing that out! 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to 
answer (<i) (/), where the Hon'hlo Minister says: “Yes, with the 
exception of certain sections of thfc Act”, will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state what are the sections of (he Act, and what are the 
reasons for which the operation of these sections has been withheld? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 have not investi- 
gated the question. 1 would like to have notice if the honourable 
member wants any information. 

Relief for hunger-marchers from certain thanas in Bakarganj. 

*323A. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department awaft — 

(?) that about a thousand hunger-marchers from different villages 
within the jurisdiction of the police-stations of Gaurnadi, 
Wazii^Hir, Babuganj and Banaripara in the district of 
Ilakarganj arrived at Barisal on the 1 Oth of March, 1939, to 
place their grievances and account of distress before the 
District Magistrate; and 
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(ii) that the said thanas suffered from the floods last year? 


(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the relief 
measures hitherto taken by the Government and non-official agencies, 
if any, in those thanas? 

(c) What action, if any, was taken by the District Magistrate, as 
a result of the deputation of the hunger-marchers ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, tliana by thana, 
the amount of the agricultural loans hitherto given in the said four 
thanas ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government propose to distribute by wu t \ of loan or otherwise seeds 
for uvsh paddy and jute in the affected areas where aush and jute have 
been destroyed as a result of floods? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) (?) Some 400 persons 
came from Gournadi and Wazirpur. There was no hunger-marcher 
amongst this group: they were cultivators who wanted Government to 
finance their cultivation. 

(/?) Yes. 

(b) The following amounts have been distributed to relieve 
distress : — 

Its. 

Gratuitous relief ... * ... ... 3,000 

Test relief ... 12,340 

Agricultural loans ... ... 33,50(f 


(r) A programme of loan distribution had previously Wen prepared. 
This programme is Wing adhered to and Government are satisfied that 
no fresli action is necessary as a result of the demonstration. 



Rs. 

(d) Gournadi- 

. . 18,900 

Wuzirpur 

12,000 (approximately) 

Rabuganj 

2,600 


(?) In addition to the amounts already distributed loans are also 
being distributed at the moment to the extent of Rs. 6,500 in Gournadi 
and Wazirpur. 
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TheJfon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, with your 
permission, I propose to make a statement on the subject. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, after the starred questions are over. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN : Will the IIonTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether the amounts shown against gratuitous relief 
and test relief were made after the Kith of March? If not, what is the 
situation with regard to the distressed people after the Kith March? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, Govern- 
ment consider that the hunger-march did not alter the situation in any 
way. It was staged on political grounds. No, Government did not 
take much notice of the hunger-march. 

Mr. 8 AS AN K A 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Hon’ble Minister has denied that there was a hunger-march, and 
he is still using the word “hunger-march”. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: The so-called 
hunger-march, I mean. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state whether there was am hunger-march at all in Barisal? 

» $ 

The Hon’ble Sir piJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The so-called 
hunger-march was there. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government math' any enquiry into tin* 
causes which led to the “so-called” hunger-march? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will he please state as to 
w>hen the enquiry was made and who made the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: The Collector; 

shortly after the incident. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the 11 on ’Me Minister 
he pleased to state what portion of this relief was* granted before the 

march and what portion afterwards? 

« 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Nothing I. 

beljeve, Sir, was granted after the march. 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to state whether section 144 was promulgated there to stop the 
hunger-march, which the Hon’ble Minister says did not exist at all? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what amount of gratuitous relief, or any relief, 
was granted to the hunger-marchers of Banaripara thana? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it Bo naripuia or Banaripara? 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: It is Banaripara. Everybody 
knows that. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No relief was 
granted to the hunger-marchers. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: My question was this: 
whether any relief was granted to Banaripara t liana -gratuitous jelief 
or any kind of relief? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice, 
Sir. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Iloti’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether those who marched to the town saw t lie 
Collector or the local officers there? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. They 
did. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of question (r), why be has been pleased to 
characterize the deputation of the hunger-marchers as a demonstration? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question does not arise. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased, to enlighten us what assurance the District Magis- 
trate gave to these hunger-marchers to alleviate their sufferings? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are supposing that some assurance was 
given ? 
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SJ' KAREN DR A NATH DAS GUPTA: Was any assurance given 

by the District Magistrate to these hunger-marchers? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the figures furnished in his answer 
include both the official and the non-official amounts spent on relief? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. they 
represent only the sum spent b t \ (iovernment on relief. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to question (e), 
which runs thus — “ . .whether the (io\ernment propose to distri- 
bute by way of loan or otherwise seeds for aush paddy and jute in the 
affected areas when* flush and jute have been destroyed as a result, of 
floods’ ’ — 1 am afraid, Sir, that this question has not lieen answered. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJQY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I submit, Sir, 
it has been answered. Heic is the answer: “In addition to the 
amounts already distributed loans are also being distributed at the 
moment to the extent of Ks. (i,bl)() in (liournadi and Wazirpur”. 

Mr. ABDUL WAhAB KHAN: I,< tans for the purchase of seeds or 
seeds themselves? • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: For the purchase 

of seeds. 

* 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: «itui il has not lieen mentioned in 
the answer. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: That is implied. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether these reliefs are being distributed according 
to the estimate?* prepared by the local relief commiftees or according 
to the instructions of the Suhdivisional Officer without having any 
estimates before him ? • 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I believe 
that estimates are always prepared in consultation with the local 
relief committees. 
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Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Mfcister be 
pleased to state whether local relief committees have been formed in 
every union, as proposed by Government at the conference? 

Mr, SPEAKER: No question about the conference please! 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state whether local relief committees have been formed in 
this area and whether those committees have prepared estimates? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
have no reason to assume that local committees have not been formed 
in this particular area because, so far as our information goes, local 
relief committees have been formed all over the area. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to (!>), will the 
Hon’ble Minister la* pleased to state whether all these amounts were 
spent by the Government and the non-official agencies together or by 
Government alone or b\ the District Hoard? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So far as my 

information goes, the\ are all Government money. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Double Minister be 
pleased to state whether the test relief money wys spent by the District 
Hoard alone? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, up till 
now. m 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHO#fe: Will the lloifble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is ready to consider the desirability of 
holding another conference in view of repeated hunger-man lies from 
different quarters of Hengal including this police-station? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There have been 
no hunger-marches but there have been some so-called hunger-marches. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to (<?), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if, after the demonstration again 
held on the 27th, Government still adhere to the view that no fresh 
action is necessary? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Jagannath Intermediate College budget. 

125. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Will the lion Up Minister 

in charge of the Education Depart men! he pleased to state — 

(a) what is the last date holme which the -lagamiath Intel mediate 
College budget is to leach the ( io\ernmeiit ; 

{b) when did the (fo\ eminent reeeiu* the budget ioi the eunent 
financial year; and 

(c) whether it is a fact that the dagannath Intermediate College 
budget for the eunent financial year was not placed before 
a meeting of the (itvemiiig Body, but was passed by 
circulation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. ,K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) By the beginning of 
October of the previous year. 

( b ) The budget for the year BUS-119 was despat died by the Diinei- 
pal of the College on the SOlh dime, BUS, through the Boaid oi Inter- 
mediate and Secondary Education, Dacca, and was received by 
Government on the 1st September, IMS. 

(c) Yes,*as a special case. 


Restriction on the movements of released detenus and political 
% prisoners. 

126. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: m) I, the Mm. Ido 

Minister in cliaige of the Home (Political) Depai tineiii avvaie — 

(i) that the t liana police in Calcutta or mufassal watched tin* 

movements ol the i pleased detenus and political prisoners 
and called them to attend the 1 liana at nu\ time dining the 
day or night; and 

(ii) that several released detenus and political prisoners are lining 

frequently called by the thana office! s to attend the (liana 
during the day or night and kept standing there ioi hours 
together P 

(b)*If the answer to (a) is in the uffirmntne, will the Hon ’hie Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether any instructions have been issued by* 
Go\ernment on the subject? 
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(c) What is the present policy of Government with regfol to the 
released detenus and political prisoners? 

(d) Do the Government propose issuing instructions to the Police 
not to watch the movements of or call to the thana the released detenus 
or political prisoners except for the purpose of answering a specific 
charge against them? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) No Sir, that is not my information. 
The instruct ions issued specifically lay down that the general principle 
to he observed is that no person is to be placed under surveillance 
merely localise lie is a released detenu or released terrorist convict, for 
unnecessary harassment will prevent the reformation of those who 
genuinely desire to give up their connection with terrorism. 

(b) and (c) Vide answer to (a) al>ove. 

(d) Government have issued comprehensive instructions and do not 
propose to add to them at present. 

Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state when the instructions w ere issued? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN! Instructions were issued 
a long time ago. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS! AVill the ITon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any complaint has reached Government from 
any ex-delenus or released political piisoncrs about the harassment by 
the Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I definitely remember 
one of the M. L. A.’s representing the grievances of the ex-detenus in 
this connection. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: AVill the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Ilon’ble Minister has enquired into the 
complaints which he got from the M. L. A. ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, certainly. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he proposes to give due consideration to the 
case of complaint about harassment made to him ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If any case of harass- 
ment is proved to the satisfaction of Government, then certainly action 
will be taken against any officer who unduly harassed them. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. Will tW HoiTble Minister be 

pleased to state wbat ingredients does lie propose to take into consi- 
deration in order to be satisfied about the genuineness of a complaint? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That question does not arise. 

Mr. SUREN DRA NATH BISWAS: Will the llon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that one Nagondra Nath Gupta 
of Gopalganj, who was an Andaman prisoner, is being subjected to 
harassment by the local police for hi.s joining the peasant movement 
there ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, Mr. lliswas will realise that individual 
questions should not he put. As a matter of fact, you know, that the 
general piineiple which has all along been followed is that the ques- 
tion of detenus is a matter on which individual issue's have been 
allowed in the pusi but nol on convicts; each case stands on its own 
merits. It is only the general principles which may be discussed. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to (</), will the 
Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to state the gist of the comprehensive 
instructions which have been issued to the department! 1 ' 

• • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I very much regret 
that it is not possible for me to give the gist of the instructions hew*. 

• 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. The Jlon’ble Minister stated in his reply that Government 
have issued conipt ehensive instructions to the department concerned. 
We do not want to have a comprehensive idea of those instructions. 
What we want is a gist of those instinct ions so that we may form some 
idea about them. 

+ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tl.<>» your question in short, is — is it possible to 
get a substance of those instructions? 

The Hon’bkr Khwaja Sir NA/iMUDDIN: I am afraid I have not 
got those instructions here and it is not possible to give a gist of them. 

• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he proposes to take steps against the police officer 
who very recently called an Andaman prisoner to the thana on three 0 
occasions at late hours of the night and caused him to stay there for 
hours together and let him off without asking any question? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 9ir NAZIMUDDIN: Any question of high- 
handedness on the part of the police will be enquired into and if it is 
proved, certainly the officer responsible will be punished. 

Posting of a Circle Officer in Comilla South subdivision. 

127. Maulvi MUHAMMAD HA8ANUZZAMAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether — 

(i) it is a fact that there are lw r o circles in Comilla (Tippera) South 

subdivision ; and 

(//.) it is a fact that there is no Circle Officer at the Sadar (Kotwali 
and Chauddagram police-stations) for about a year? 

(b) If the answer to (tt) (it) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of posting a Circle Officer at the Sadar? 

(c) If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:, (a) Yes. 

(b) An officer has recently been posted. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

Criminal cases and appeals before the Magistrates of Pabna. ' 

128. Maulvi AZHAR ALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be .pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing separately for the years 1930-37, 1937-38 and 1938-39 — 

(i) the number of criminal cases and appeals filed before the 
Magistrates of Pabna including Police (Crown prosecution) 
cases ; 

(ii) the dates of institution; 

(Hi) the number of cases and appeals disposed of; and 

( iv ) the dates of their disposal? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that almost in every Criminal Court of Pabna Sadar large 
number of cases and appeals of over 0 months or more have 
accumulated; and 

(ii) that the present Magistrates who have got other works to do 
cannot make time for the speedy disposal of pending cases? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: I am aware that there 
has been an accumulation of criminal work at Pabna and two Deputy 
. Collectors are being posted there to dispose of arrears. In the 
circumstances, I think (he hon ble member would not wish me to add 
to the burdens of the district staff by compiling the statistical 
information which lie has requested. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI." Will tlie Hnn'hle Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for such uccumulut ion Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Because for some time 
past there has been no recruitment of Sub-Deputy Collectors and 
Deputy Collectors; so there has been a great shortage of Deputy 
Magistrates and Sub-Deputy Collectors and tin* result has been that 
we have not been aide to post them in all the places where they are 
required. Owin'* 1 to the .shortage of these officers, there has boon 
heavy accumulation of criminal cases in some places. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKER: With reference to the first 
part of his answer, will flic Hon ble Minister be pleased to state when 
these two Depot \ Collectors are going to be posted there:* Will he 
please give the exact time! -1 

.The Hon’ble Khjvaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Y< *ry soon. T hope 
within a fortnight, they will be there. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that this slate of things has been going on there 

for over a year ? 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have already 
staled, the serious shortage of officers has been felt since, the new 
Government have taken over charge and this is one of the points 
which I have brought to the notice of the House very forcibly, viz., 
thut owing to retrenchment in the past and stoppage of recruitment 
we are now' in a very serious position as far as Deputy Magistrates 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors are concerned. 

• • 

Statement by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy in connection 
with Starred Question No. 323A# 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, it will be 
noticed that in this short-notice question Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan 
raised a very important matter. Sir, the honourable member baa 
refeVred to hunger-marchers whereas the District Officer has informed 
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the Government that there was no hungry person among those who 
approached the District Magistrate in a body for obtaining financial 
relief. It will be noticed that flie honourable member has referred to 
hunger-marchers 

Dr. NAUNAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May I. 
know on what item of business in the agenda the IlonTde Revenue 
Minister is speaking? 

Mr. SPEAKER : As a matter of fact there was a short-notice 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That has been disposed of. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You were not present at that time. The 
Iion’ble Minister wanted to make a statement and I said that he 
could do that after the questions were finished. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: J hope .similar privileges will be 
I ended to others also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where a statement is really necessary I have 
always allowed it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: In the case of Madaripur it 
is very necessary. 

i 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Let us hear about the hungry 
people. * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It will be 

noticed that the honourable member has referred to hunger-marchers 
whereas the District Officer has informed Government that there was 
no hungry person among those who approached the District Magistiate 
in a body for obtaining financial relief. Similar hunger-marches have 
been staged in more than one district during the last six months. 
Government have sufficient evidence to convince them that these so- 
called hunger-marches and other mass demonstrations of agriculturists 
are being organised purely for political purposes by Left Wing 
extremist political agitators including many ex-detenus, not so much 
with a view to remedy genuine grievances as to embarrass the 
administration and enhance the influence of the revolutionary parties. 
These persons more often work behind the scenes instead of appearing 
openly. In short, this is one of the early manifestations of the mas« 
propaganda which is 
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Dr.^ALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, shall we have a right of 
reply to this statement? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not prepared to take any notice until you 
allow him to finish. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Which it 
intended to be a preliminary to a revolutionary movement. Interested 
agitators are seizing the opportunity of natural calamities to foment 
discontent against Government ami to persuade peasants to form 
themselves into large bodies by misrepresenting to them that mass 
agitation of this sort will force Government to accede to almost any 
demand they choose to put, forward. The danger of encouraging any 
such idea will be apparent to every member of this House and I wish 
to state most emphatically that Government will not be coerced by 
such methods. The officers of Government will be instructed to take 
no* notice of representations made bv means of mass agitation such 
as these. I need scarcely say that Government are always prepared 
to pay attention to genuine requests made in the proper manner, and 
have taken and are takyig adequate steps to give relief wherever 
possible. 

During the disastrous floods of IMS Government adopted un un- 
precedentedly liberal policy regarding the issue of agricultural loans. 
1 may point out that while Government’s policy regarding the issue 
of agricultural loans*will remain liberal where there is distress due to 
natural calamities yet •both on financial and administrative grounds, 
in spite ot all their sympathy for the cultivators and their anxiety 
to give them lelief, it is not possible for Government to substitute 
agricultural loans for the ordinary rural short-term credit necessury to 
finance cultivation in normal times. In order to meet this exigency, 
Government are considering ways and means to make short-term loans 
for agricultural purposes available through the Co-operative Depart- 
ment. 

As regards the relief during the next lew months of jiersons whose 
crops were destroyed in the 1M8 Hoods and whose resources, conse- 
quently, have dwindled, Government propose that relief shall be 
afforded by means of adequate test works and that agricultural loans 
will normally be granted where necessary for the purchase of seeds. 

I desire to make it clear that (jovernment intend to stand by those 
agriculturists who were hit by the 1M8 floods until the situation 
returns to normal or who may suffer from similar calamities in future, 
but Government l^pve no intention of permitting themselves to be 
blackmailed by mass agitation fomented behind the scenes by political 
agitators and Government will not hesitate to take sufficient steps to 
prevent ignorant agriculturists being misled or exploited for 
revolutionary purposes. 

25 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sn. You 
permitted the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Land Revenue to make 
a statement in connection with a question. I submit that when a 
question is put, there is a right of the House and of every member 
thereof to put supplementary questions to any answers given by the 
ilon’blo Minister. By permitting the Hon’ble Minister to make a 
statement after the questions are over on any matter arising out of the 
question, we are ordinarily shut out from making our observations 
or from putting supplementary questions. I crave your indulgence to 
permit me to say a few words in reply to the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The Hon’ble Ministers 
statement has cast some reflection at least on me and Mr. Abul Ka/j 
sitting there. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, please, lie has made no reflection on any 
person. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: He said that this movement 
was being got up by some persons for political ends. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, plet ise. There has been no mention of 
any name. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a p>int of privilege. Sir. 
If it is t ho opinion oi (iovernment, that this movement is got up for 
political purposes, 1 am afraid, Government will not do justice to the 
real grievances of the poor people. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of privilege. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: My point of privilege i.s this. 

I am speaking in the matter of grievances of the poor agriculturists 
of my constituency and I have made it very clear to the II on ’hie 
Minister that the cause which has been espoused by us is a genuiife 
cause and Government should come tq their aid. I have pointed out 
to him that the Subdivisional Officer of Madaripur 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. You must say what is your point 
of privilege. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: .My point of privilege is that 
I want In make my position clear. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That i.i not a point of privilege. 
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Mrr^OCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: May 1 explain. Sir. on behalf 
of my friend ? 

Some of the members belonging to the opposition have brought to 
the notice of the Members of the Treasury Bench through questions 
and also by representations the real causes of hardship, as for instance, 
in Madaripur as also m Barisal. The statement that has just now 
been made by the Revenue Minister is a \ ei y sweeping statement and 
scathing condemnation of all steps that have been taken by the 
hunger-strikers. lie has said that they are all got up. The members 
who have themselves represented from their personal knowledge and 
from communications received, if t hey also come in tor condemnation, 
I think it would realh stifle public opinion and would reallv deprive 
the members ot the opposition of a right to remedy the real grievances 
of the masses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have underst ood the point of Mr. .1 . 0. Gupta 
and that ot Mr. Biswas Unfortunately you realise that I must find 
out as to whether there can lie any opportunity for you to reply to it. 
If there wa> any mention in his statement, of any names in any place, 
then I could have underwood that there was particular reference to 
some person or persons. As it is, the statement is merely in the nature 
ol a statement of policy with reference to hunger-marches that are 
being made according to the Hon’hle Minister in several places. What 
thoge places are he ligts not mentioned. Neither we for the time being 
are cognisant of the places where they have been taking place. 

As regaills J)r. Sanyal’s point, I hope he will realise that this is 
not the first occasiou that such a statement has been made and 
Dr. Sanyal probably knows more than anybody else that in the House 
of ('qiiuiidiis it is always the practice for the Minister to make an 
announcement on the question of policy. Whethei that policy is 
good, bad or indifferent it is not the suitable occasion to discuss. For 
the time being if the Ilon’ble Minister says that he bus to make an 
announcement on the genoial question of policy, 1 must give him an 
opportunity to do it, at any time when the Assembly is in session and 
to .what extent is the policy consistent with the information or even 
correct or even based on fact is a matter w hicli I cannot say for the 
Time being unless a relevant motion is brought before the Hon*- 

• * 

Or. MALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that I ha. 
drawn up a relevant motion for the adjournment o£ the House and 1 
seek your consent thereof. * 

(Dr. Sauval haftded the motion to the Speaker,) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I make 

one point clear? My statement has no reference to the honourable 
25A 
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members who represent the grievances of different areas in this House. 
My statement only referred to those who organized hunger-marches and 
it was neither my intention nor did I make any reference to my 
honourable friend Mr. Biswas or to any other honourable member 
of this House as one of those who had anything to do with the organiza- 
tion of such hunger-marches. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As regards Dr. Sanyal’s motion just handed to me, 
I shall get a copy of the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister and 
consider this to-morrow. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, can I ask a supple- 
mentary question on the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: May I know, S;r, what 
position the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy occupies in the matter of replies 
which ought to have been given by you ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: He exactly holds the same position as regards my 
replies as some others. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Are we entitled to put 
supplementary questions in order to know’ who those persons are who 
staged these hunger-marches ¥ 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: It w r as said that there were no 
hunger-marches. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I will be perfectly prepared to allow’ members to 
put short-notice questions in the nature of supplementaries. I think 
the best course would be to get a copy of the statement and go through 
it and as u result of that if any further information is really required, 
instead of moving the adjournment motion you may ask supplementary 
questions and I will be very glad to send the same to the departments 
concerned for early replies so that you will get an opportunity to 
clarify the whole issue. 

We will now T take up the discussion on the Bengal Tenancy (Third 
Amendment) Bill, 1938. The motions before the House are motions 
Nos. 75, 75A, and part of 76. 
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GOVERNMENT BILLft. 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill. 

(The discussion on the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill wU 
• resumed.] 


Clause 2. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR! Sir, this is the ti i*st time that 
I am prepared to thank the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy for 
his detection, though very late, that his fellow zamiudar* of Bengal 
can commit fraud and adduce misleading evidence in court in order 
to cheat the tenants. In his Statement of Objects and Reasons for the 
Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill of I9d8, the Hon’ble 
Minister says: “With the help of misleading evidence it iB often 

proved that in fact the standard of measurement which had been 
used at the time of the settlement was an 18 inch cubit, in order 
to prevent that kind of fraud the present amendment of section f>2 (!) 
has been framed.’ Section »V2, I submit, Sir, is practically an octopus 
which encircled the tenantry oi Bengal. Zamindars used to bring 
cases in the courts without proving anything. No burden of proof 

was on them. The\ # only filed cases that the area of the tenancy 

or tiolding was increased without giving any explanation us to 

how it was, done and* the courts gave decrees tor the enhancement 
of rent. As to how this thing happens I shall not give my own 
version. I shall only quote a jfUssage from the Bengal District 

Gazetteer w r ritten by Mr. O’Malley, a distinguished ox-civil ser- 
vant *of Bengal. He says: “Within the last 20 years it is said 
in the Rajshahi Settlement Report of 1912-10 rents have been 
very much enhanced and the provision of the Tenancy Act that 

rents shall not be enhanced by contract more than two annas 
in the rupee at a time appears always to have been a dead letter. 

The temper of the raiyats (or the repression of it in the course 

of *a long time) ma\ be judged from the fact that big landlords have 
often -been able to bring about an enhancement of 8 annas or more per 
rupee of the rent w r ith no more trouble than the landlord in Eastern 
Bengal has in bringing an enhancement of '4 annas. The enhaneement 
has usually been made on the plea (unanswerable by the ratyaQu)i an 
inerease of area upon measurement. In nearly all llys big estates there 
have been excessive enhancements although the process goes on in one 
oi> two mauzas at a time and has not yet reached all the mauzas. Where 
these enhancements of rent correspond to a real improvement in the 
management of the estate, the raiyat has some compensation, but this 
is net always the case.” 
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“In some cases the enhanced demand is nothing more nor less than 
an extortion. One large landlord for instance coolly increased the 
rents in some of his villages by six annas in the rupee without even 
the excuse of an increase of area. Even more flagrant demands are 
made under the colour of documents. For example some landlords 
demanded rents at double the existing rates on the strength of areas 
given in some partition papers.’ ’ 

This is one kind of case. Sir, in other respects also landlords take 
privilege over their ignorant tenants and everybody knows that when 
they bring cases they only say that area has been increased but during 
the period of the inception of the tenancy and the bringing of the 
suits a greater fraud than could be detected by Sir Bijoy is played 
on the tenants. They generally in the interim period take some kabu- 
liats. hi those habit hats the standard of measurement has been changed 
without the knowledge of the poor tenant and subsequently when settle- 
ment operations begin or any other thing happens these kabuhats are 
produced and they get decrees for the enhancement of rent. This also 
has been described by the same Mr. O’Malley in another passage of 
his book. “Settlement operations are now in progress in the district 
and it is hoped that the\ will be effectual in [tutting a stop to excessive 
enhancements of rent which have been made by the zamindars for some 
time past. The usual modus operand i is for the zamindars to have 
the tenants’ land measured and to claim that the aiea has been largely 
increased whereas the tenants complain often ,with cause that ,t,hc 
standard of measurement has chuuged The bigha in common use about 
7U years ago was very much bigger than the standard 6c gha of the 
present day. The unit of the latter as is well known is the hath of 
18 incites whereas the hath of Raja Ramjiban of Nator was about 22 
inches long. The substitution of the large bigha for the small bigha 
has been iroing on for the last 70 years and is still in progress in oome 
estates. The change in the standard of measurement has not been 
accompanied by a reduction in the rate per bigha and has consequently 
involved large enhancement of the rat gat 9 a rent 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: The honourable 
member, I believe, is reading out from the District Gazetteer of 
Rajshahi. hi my speech I made a reference to that. Is it necessary 
for him to read it out now? (Some members from the Congress 
Benches^: Certainly it is necessary. ) 

Maulvi ABU HOS8AIN SARKAR: Now. Sir, I have described some 
of the frauds which Sir Bijoy could not detect. He has suggested 
amendment of section 52 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. In one of the 
amendments he says that if the holdings in the vicinity get increased 
area, then ipso facto it will be presumed that there is a tendency for 
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increased rent, and therefore the increase in area in the holding in suit 
will not give the landlord the right of enhanced rent. 

The second passage which lie introduces later on is that if the 
holding falls within the same boundary, the landlord will not get the 
enhanced rent. Did Sir Bijoy think upon whom the burden will fall P 
It will be very difficult for the poor tenants to prove whether the 
tenancy falls within the same boundary or not. The origin of the 
tenancy might have been 200 years back, and meanwhile it might have 
changed hands several times. And it might happen that the tenant 
may not have an} document in his possession to prove whether the 
tenancy falls within the same area or not. On the other hand, it will 
be very easy for the landlord to prove the contrary, because he is a 
man of money and will be in possession of all the documents with 
respect to the holding in suit. In order to prevent that kind of fraud. 
I have proposed some amendment as a sort of check. The first part of 
the amendment I have moved will put some burden on the landlord that 
unless and until he can prove that the tenant or the defendant in a 
particular suit has encroached upon some khas land, the landlord will 
not be. entitled to get the enhanced rent. And the second part of the 
amendment I have moved puts some cheek on the alteration of the 
standard of measurement. May I put before \<m. Sir, some specific 
instances as to how the areas have been changed!'' 1 remember the 
case of one village situated in the constituency of m\ friend Mr Ahmed 
bhjssain In that tillage the landlord’s papers originally showed that 
iU aiea was »S()9 ln</liys ; hut after tin* ii-eent, settlement it was found to 
he 55! I acres, l hat is, more than 1,5(10 Iny/nix, or more than double the 
original area. In this village, tjie landlord sued the teuants, and in 
one paitirwlai n>1*\ the original aiea of which was 41 hn/hits, raised 
subsequent l\ to 58 hn/lui.s altei the settlement operations, the landlonl 
clafnred Rs. (id as rent in place of the original rent of Rs. 27-15. In 
another jotc the area was originally (i hir/lms. which was subsequently 
doubled in measurement, and the landlord claimed more than Rs. 15 in 
place of Its. 4-0-0. Sir, it will be surprising to you to hear that in both 
these eases the landlord got decrees for enhanced rents. 

* Considering all these things J appeal through you, Sir, to the House 
to support my amendment which is for the benefit of the tenant, and 
J appeal also to Sir Bijoy to see his wax to accept it for the benefit of 
the tenants for which lie i.s supposed to he anxious* 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) • 

Mf. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister for moving amendment No. 75. But this amendment evidently^ 
refers to those tenancies which have been created by certain documents, 
vi£., kahuliat or pattti. It is well known that there are also many 
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tenancies for which there are no documents at all. Many^tfchancies 
have been created without any documents. Therefore, the amendment 
that is sought to be effected by the Hon’ble Minister will not affect 
those tenancies. To cure this defect, Sir, I want to move a short- 
notice amendment with your permission. My object is that if tenancies 
which have documents get relief under this provision, there is no reason 
why other tenancies which were created without any documents should 
not get that relief. In this Bill, Sir, this relief has been denied to 
them. As regards the question of boundary, Sir, it may be contended 
that at a certain period the whole world was full of water and that the 
question of the boundary of a land is always changing. So if amend- 
ment No. 7- r ) is carried, I would request the Hon’ble Minister to accept 
my short-notice amendment, viz., the words “within a period of 30 
years preceding the institution of the civil suit”. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think your point is, that as Sir Bijoy’s amend- 
ment stands it only helps those who have got pattns or knhuhnt * 
whereas you want to extend the benefit to those tenancies as well which 
have definite boundaries but no pottns or knhuhnt*. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir. T am not 
prepared to accept the amendment, and I shall advance definite argu- 
ments against it. 

Sir, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkur has moved two 'amendment. s one* is 
(l('). The suggestion is that there should be ijo enhancement unless 
it is proved that there was no increase in area in all the neighbouring 
tenancies. That is the proposal ip (1(1). Sir, I would ask the 
honourable member to beur one fact in mind that the burden of proof 
lies entirely on the landlord. He must prove that there has been an 
increase in area. If lie fails to do that, he can never claim additional 
rent for an additional area. That is the law. So I do not think there 
is an\ justification for the amendment suggested by the honourable 
member. Sir, I would draw his attention to the Bill clause (1A), where 
it is clearly laid down that if it is found that there has been a uniform 
or almost uniform increase in all the holdings in the neighbouring area, 
the presumption would be that the increase is due to a change in the 
standard of measurement and not due to any encroachment. 

Mtuhri ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I do not question that. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The amendment 
moved by Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar militates agailist the Bill clause 
and, on tkat ground, I oppose that amendment also. 

Now, I come to the point raised by Mr. Datta that it will only 
benefit those cases where there are actual pnttas and kabuluiU but it 
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will uoTT 'benefit those oases where there are no such documents. There 
are two sets of cases which we can visualize— firstly, where there are 
actual pattas and kabuhat $ and, secondly, where there are no actual 
pat t as and kalmluits , i.c . , cases which are proved by reference to 
documents and cases where there is no such document. In the latter 
class of cases the landlord must attempt to prove the increase in area 
by reference to the januibanth papers or to rent receipts. But as my 
honourable friend knows very well, jainabatah papers or rent receipt are 
no proof: they are not accepted as proof of an increase in area. That 
is the case-law. (Mr. DiiiKKKimv Nath Datta : There are conflicting 
decisions.) May be, but the latest decision is that. The burden of 
proof lies entirely on the landlord. I would refer my, honourable 
friend to the case of Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandy r. Kaulat 
Sk. reported in 50 Calcutta. In that case, it is very clearly laid down 
that the statement of area in a dakfula does not prove that the land was. 
in fact, so many biffhas. So, the apprehension of lm honourable friend 
that the landlord would get increase of rent for increase in area by 
proving increase in area only b\ reference to ja rnabamh papers or rent 
receipts is absolutely unfounded. So, there is no justification for an 
amendment as moved by 4he honourable member and as to cases where 
there are documents, those arc covered by the Government amendment. 

On these grounds, Sir, T oppose both the amendments. 

.Mr. DHIRENDR/V NATH DATTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I nun 
one word only ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Only one word? You do not want even to finish 
a sentence? (Laughter.) * 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, after this amendment 
which has been introduced in the Act 1 am quite sure that the case-law 
will have no bearing, and there will be many difficulties as fherp has been 
no amendment with respect to those cases in which there are no docu- 
ments. I feel quite sure, Sir, that there will be difficulties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The court has enough power. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But in a short period you will 
find that, as a matter of fact, there will be decisions to the contrary. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I know' that. That is why equity always comes 
in. But I can’t help that. 

Mr. 9 DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I suggest one thing, Sir? 

I am afraid that it will open the flood-gates of litigation. I was • 
tempted to speak 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, you ought to know that, since the days 
of Adam and Eve so far as the Treasury Benches are concerned, they 
have never been tempted by members on my left. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I know that, Sir. But it is 
stated in the motion “...any portion of the boundaries set forth in the 
hahuhut or the putt a comprises a river or sea or land held khas.. I* 
am suggesting that unless the word “khas” is there it will open the 
flood-gates of litigation. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyat, : That will help 
the lawyers!) (Laughter.) (Mr. Santosh Kvmik B\su: But how 
will these flood-gates be stopped?) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have every sympathy with the honourable 
member who comes from Corailla when he is contradicted by my friend 
from Burdwan who does not understand Mr. Datta *s difficulties. 
(Laughter.) 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that in 
clause 2 (2) in proposed sub-section (!A) of section 52, line 12, the 
word “Similar” be deleted was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that in 
clause 2 (2) in line 13 of the proposed sub-section (7.1) of section 52, 
after the words, “it shall be presumed” the following words and 
brackets be inserted, namely : — 

“(notwithstanding anything contained in any contiacl)” 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion ot the Hon’ble Si,” Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that in 
clause 2 (2) after the proposed sub-section (7J) ot section 52, the fol- 
lowing be inserted, namely: — 

“(7/7) When in a suit an increase in the actual area of the tenure 
or holding is sought to be proved under clause (a) of sub- 
section (7), the Court shall enquire as to whether the present 
area of the tenure or holding in suit is within the same 
defined boundaries as set forth in the kali it Hat or patta^ at 
the inception of the tenancy; and if the Court finds that 
the present area of the tenure or holding in suit is within 
such boundaries no increase of rent shall be granted on 
account of increase of ar^a: 

Provided that the provisions of this sub-section shall not apply 
to any .suit in respect ot any tenure or holding of which any 
portion of the boundaries set forth in the kabnliat or the 
patta comprises a river or sea or land held khas by the land- 
lord or the Crown”; 


was then put and agreed to. 
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The** motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath l)atta that to proposed sub- 
section (IB) of section 52, the following additional proviso be added, 
namely : — 

‘ ‘Provided further that if there is no document creating the tenancy 
and if it be proved on enquiry that there is no river or sea 
or any land held khan by the landlord or the Grown or there 
is no such river or sea or any klm* land of any landlord or of 
the Crown at any time in any ot the boundaries of tin* land 
included in the tenancy, the Court shall hold that there was 
no increase in area”, 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in clause 2 (2) 
after the proposed sub-section (/.I) of section 52, the following sub- 
sections be inserted, namely: — 

“(/C) Notwithstanding any contract to the central \ the court, shall 
also enquire whether there was any klms land of definite 
area of the landlord in the vicinity of the tenure or holding 
. in suit at any time after the rent previously paid was settled 
and whether t fie tenant or his predecessor has actually made 
any encroachment of any specific area thereof. If no such proof 
is forthcoming it shall be presumed that then* has been no 
increase in the actual area ot the tenuie or holding in suit 
• since the went previously paid was settled: 

(llh Notwithstanding any contract to the contrary it shall he Ihe 
duty of the landlord to satisf y I lie court that no standard 
of measurement other than what was actually in use in the 
locality or parguna was used at tin* time ot settlement of the 
rent previously paid in respect of the tenure or holding in 
suit. If he tails to do so it shall he presumed that there has 
in fact been no increase in area of the tenure or holding in 
suit since the rent previously paid was settled; 

was then put and a division taken with the following result:-— 


AM>I Wakal, Maalvl. 

Aka Hanaia tarkar, Maalvl. 
Akal Fail, Mr. Mtf. 

AkiaaS Khan, Mr. Sy««., 
AaiaiaMla A Inawl, Mr. 

•aawjl Mr. F. 

Baaarfaa, Mr. Sikaatk. 
Baaaarjaa, Mr. Maaaraajaa. 
Baraia Baka Pram bar i. » 
Baraia, Mr. Paifajit 
Baraiaa, faka Skyaaia Praia*. 
Baraiaa, Baka llptaBra Batk. 
Bate, Mr. Saatosh Kaaiar. 
Bhaajalk, Or. BakiaBa ChaaBra, 
Btsvai, Mr. Itaiik Lai, 


AYES— 60 

Bitwai, Mr. Sartalra Batk. 
Chattapadhyay, Mr. NaripaBa. 
Cfcaadkari, Ral Haraaira Nath. 

• dm, Baku Maklai Cfcaldra. 

Dai, Baku Radbanath. 

DM, Mr. Maaaiilian. 

Dm Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Dm Bapta, SrIJat BaAndra Batk. 
Datta, Mr. Dklraaira Balk. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraaira Batk. 
EndaBal Ha|ii, Kazl. 

Bapta, Mr. Jaiaik ChaaBra. 
Haua All ChawBhary, Mr. SyaB. 
dalaladBln HMkaaiy, Mr. Syatf. 
Vaaak All MaJawBar, Maalvl. 
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Kumar, Mr. Atul Okandra. 

MaHi, Mr. Nlkunja Bshari. 

Maftra, Mr. Sursndra Makaa. 

Maji Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. BiriaJra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Istvar Okandra. 

M tidal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maadal. Mr. dogendra Nath. 

Mandat, Mr. Kriskna Prasad. 
Maairaixaman lilamakadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hasaln, Mr. 

MakkarJI, Dr. tkarat Okandra. 

Muflfck, •rfjast Askutask. 

Naakar, Mr. Nam Okandra. 


Akdul Axis, Maulana Md. 

Akdul Bari, Maulvl. 

Akdul Hakim, Maulvl. 

Akdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Akdul dabkar, Maulvl. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. alias Lai Maah. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. tyed. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvl 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abldur Raza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Abul Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hasain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Quasam Maulvi. 

Aftab Hesain doardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All fcnayetpurl, Khan Bahadur Maulant 
Ahmad Hosain, Mr. 

Alfaxuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Amlnullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Aabrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hessain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvl. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Blawas, Baku Lakshmi Narayan. 

Oampball, Sir Baerga. 

Ohippandala. Mr. d. W. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Rai Shall Kirit Bhusan. 

Dust, Baku Dabandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upnadranath. 

Parhad Rasa Chawdhury, Mr. M. 

Parbut Buna Khanam, Bagum. 

Paalul Hug, tha Nnn’ble Mr. A. K. 

Paslul Quadir, Khan Bakadur Maulvl. 

Paslur Rahman (Mymansingh), Mr. 

Damns, Mr. 8. A. 

QriMtks, Mr. 0. 

Qupta, Mr. d. N. 

Byaauddh Ahmad Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
Haflxuddin Okandhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Naskam All Khan, Khan BahaSur Maulvi. 
Naatua Murskad, Mrs., M. B. E. 

Natamally damadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

dalaluddia Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

kahiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 


Naushar Ali, Mr. 8yad. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ray, Mr. Ckaru Okandra. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkriskna. 

Roy, Mr. Kishari Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Eanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sakhar. 

San, Baku Nagandra Nath. 

8hahedaii, Mr. 

Singha, Baku Kshatra Nath. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

NOES— 97 

Kenntdy, Mr. I. Q. 

McQrtgor, Mr. Q. Q. 

Mahiuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Maflsuddin Choudhury, Maulvl. 

Mahtab, Maharajkumar Uday Chand. 

Mandal, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Atzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed. 
Muhammad hrail, Maulvi. 

Mullick, the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Behary. 
Mulliek, Mr. Pulin Behary. 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon'ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haque Mr. Syed. 

Mustafa Ali Dewan % Maulvi. 

Nandy, the Hon'ble Maharaja Srischandra ©I 
Cossimbaza^. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon'ble Khuaja Sir, K. C. I. E, 
f Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, the Non’bel Mr. Prasanna Deb. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kithore. „ ' 
Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Baku Madhusudan. 
darker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

8erajul Islam, Mr. 

8hahabuddm, Mr. Khuaja, C. B. E. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Munda. 

\jmith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddin Khan, The Hon’ble Mr. 

1 ofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitehead, Mr. R. B. , 

Yousuf Mirza. • 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi. 


The A yes being GO and the No**s 97, the motion was lost. 
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Th? question that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause . 1 . 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sir, may I move my motion Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, your motion is not in order, because 
the whole purpose of the Statement of Objects and Reasons is to 8j>eci- 
fi rally provide for cases where suits were “instituted”. Rut you say 
“disposed of” in place of “instituted”. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: My amendment proposes to 
tackle some of the cases which are instituted long before the Rill will 
lie passed into law'. As lor example, regarding the cases which will be 
pending in the High Court 01 in the Judges’ Courts, some of them 
will be disposed of even after the passing of the Act. For instance, 
clause d, sub-clause ( /) u/ ) , last line, says — “to all suits under clause 
{a) (/) . ot that section which are pending on tin* same date”. So 
partialis my amendment's included in tin* amendment pio|*isrd by Sir 
Rijoy Prasad Singh Ron. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am very sorry 1 cannot allow your amendment 
1 may tell you thaW (*o\ernment was very much anxious to bring an 
amendment of this natuie and for about a month we lc.nl lontroversN 
over this nlattei I base gi\en my most careful consideration to tin* 
matter, hut 1 have nm been able to accept it. I wish 1 could admit it 
but I could not. As a matter ot fact, the Objects and Hensons ot the 
Rill h axe been so drafted as to gixe no op|M>rtunity to any cases going 
bexiTipl the date on which t lit* Rill is passed, and the word “instituted'' 
has lieen sjiecificallx inserted. So it is be\ond llte scojm* of the Rill and 
1 cannot accept it. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause •! ( /) (//), 
line (i, for the words “six months” the words “one year” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Government 
an* prepared to accept the amendment. ^ 

The motion 'of Maulvi Abdul Rari that in clause 3 (/) (/>), line fi, 
for the words “six months”, the words “one >ear” he substituted, was 
then put and agreed to. • 

. The question that clause 3, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and. agreed to. 

The Question that the Preamide stand part of the Bill was then put* 
and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg fo move 

that the Bill, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

*The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Bengal Jute Ordinance, 1938. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I have your permis- 
sion to lay on the table the Bengal Jute Ordinance, 1938, as promulgat- 
ed by the Government of Bengal under section 88(^)(a) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935? 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: 1 wish to move, Sir, that this Assem- 
bly is of the opinion that if disapproves of the Bengal Jute Ordinance, 
1938, as promulgated by the* Government of Bengal, under section 88(/) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ha vp you givei. notice ol that S' 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Yes. 1 lune got your permission. I 
guve notice in another form. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 see it? 

(Shown.) 

Dr. NALINAKSH A SANYAL: Will it be u« point of order 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I ha\e considered this case very carefully. 
vSo far as this motion is concerned this is not in order liecause as you 
know that under section 88, we have got the power of disapproving it, 
and because the ordinance is over, we cannot disappro\e it now. But 
1 think it raises a very important constitutional question, namely, 
whclhci this Legislature is not entitled to have its say if Government 
promulgate an ordinance and then withdraw it without giving an 
opportunity to the House to discuss it. Jt is particularly so when under 
the rules it is open to Government to lay on the table at any time. 
They can do it at any time when the Assembly is in session and they 
practically stultify the rules by not putting it to the House at the first 
available opportunity and then withdrawing it later on. I do not know 
what should be done in this matter, but I feel for the time being, if 
there is any such case, Government should definitely allow some time 
out of Government 1 days when the House may discuss the Jhite 
Ordinance. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I need not now time- 

fore rise on a point of order on the motion of Mr. Sibnath Banerj^e. 
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I, too, am of the opinion that such a debate cannot be held when ( the 
ordinance has been withdrawn. 1 have not the least desire that any 
discussion on the subject should be stifled. As a matter of fact 1 
would welcome a discussion, because I feel that, under similar circum- 
stances, I will promulgate a similar ordinance if I consider it desirable 
to do so. I think if the Opposition or any memlier of the Opposition 
.desires that there should be a discussion on this subject* we ought to 
allow such a discussion to take place on a date that may be fixed foi 
it. 


Mr* SIBNATH BANERJEE: My submission is that though the 
ordinance has been withdrawn, we disapprove of the action -that it was 
at all promulgated. 1 think I am in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion is not in order. Your motion is that 
this Assembly is of the opinion that it disapproves of the Bengal Jute 
vJrdinanfe being promulgated by the Government. You could do that 
under section 88 (2) (n) if it were still in force. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANEftJEE: It is not clear to us. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; it is. I am perfectly certain that it is clear. 
If it were not, I would certainly have points of orders from 
Dr. Nalinaksha SaDyal. (Laughter.) What 1 projxise is this: We 
will probably consider it in our rules. During the time we consider 
our rules, we may provide that with tin* permission of the Sjieaker, in 
case the ordinance is on, we can distuss it ; in case the ordinance is not 
on then we can certainly have a provision which will be supplementing 
KPrtuyi 88 (a) of the Government of India Act, that it shall lx* permis- 
sible for a discussion of the ordinance at the stage when it is laid on 
the table. That will clear the whole thing, h'or the time being are 
you pre]>ered to allot some time? 

The HoitMMe Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If the OpjHmitimi mo 
desire#. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We desire it most certainly. 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As early a date as possible may be fixed. 

, Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I certainly appreciate the remarks 
that yob liavf made but so far as that portion of your remark which 
lead&to the interpretation of the time when the ordinance has got to 
be laid on the table 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think we will have to recast the whole thing. 


Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Government of India Act lays 
down that it shall be laid before the legislature. It does neither aay 
anything about the time 

Mr. SPEAKER: We can do that by regulations. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That does not mean that Govern- 
ment have got the power to withhold when the Assembly is, in session. 
I therefore submit that as early an opportunity as possible must be 
taken. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider that |x>int. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I should like to know whether the 
time that will l>e allot led will be from Government days or from non- 
Government days. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 rom Government days. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We do require a discussion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: N ot only that, 1 am considering just now a cunven- 
tion that not merely on an occasion like the Jute Ordinance hut on 
any occasion when an imjKjrtant question ot jxdic\ is announced b> 
the Minister, for example as has been done to-djn , if the Opj>osition 
desires to discuss it, an opportunity, as early as possible, should he 
given to the House to do so. That will qrvoid adjournment motions and 
at the same time give an oppoitunity to the House to discuss if Gov- 
ernment consider that it is such an important matter that a statement 
in the House is necessary; it is also the right of the House to consider. 
I am discussing that and I luq)e that before an adjournment motion is 
moved, it will be able to come to some settlement over this matter. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, on the 15ih February I moved 
fin adjournment motion, on the ground that we should get an oppor- 
tunity to disapprove it. That motion was not allowed after it received 
jour consent and since then no opport unity was given to us to discuss 
it. I may further mention that it was put on the agenda,'., and 
when we demanded that we should discuss it then and there, 
Government did not place it and they placed it on the table when the 
period is over. So I request that the date to be fixed for discussion 
should be as early as possible. 
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The Hon Mo Mr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQ" 1 beg to introduce a Bill 
to provide against the unauthorised publication of official records. 

Secretary then read the short title of* the Bill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: l do want to have an opportunity 
to oppose the Bill even at the time of introduction. 

Mr. SPEAKER : It is the convention o! the House never to np|x»se 
introduction. It has never been done. There is no provision tor it in 
the Rules. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is provision in the Rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: M\ authority is section 51, page 
1-t ot the Assembly Rules and Standing Orders and it reads as 
♦allows: — * 

It a motion ioi leaxe to intiodnce a Bill is opposed, the Speaker 
alter permitting, it he thinks fit, a brief explanatory statement 
from t lie meinlier who moves and from the uiemlier who opposes 
the motion may, without further debate, put the question 
thereon”. • 

Mir. SPEAKER: lhe difficulty* in this case is that that section is 
not applicable because under another section of the Rules and Standing 
.Orders this i> aheady deemed to Im* introdueed and no leave is to be 
asked. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Section 50 only waives the 
number of days during which the .Bill has got to lie with the members. 
It does not do away with the necessity of formal motion for introduc- 
tion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you refer to sectiou 49 you will see it says “In 
that case it shajl not l»e necessai^ to move for leavV to introduce the 

Bill”. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The introduction has got to be 
moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But that is another matter. Under section 51 - 
you can oppose the motion for leave to introduce a Bill. 
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Ur. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: ] am opix>sing the motion which is 
No. 83 in the order paper. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. No. 83 is not a motion to move. There are no 
words “to move’’ in that. “To move” comes later on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even if the wording is “to intro- 
duce”, it mulct** no difference whether it is “leave to introduce” or “to 
introduce”. The Rules are in my favour. 


Mr. SPEAKER: No. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I lieg to move that the 
said Bill l>e referred to a Select (Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Serajul Islam, 

(3) Maulvi Masud All Khan I’anni, 

(4) Yusuf Mirza, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul Quadn, 

(6) Mr. Birendia Kishore lta\ Chomlhury, 

(7) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(8) Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, 

(9) Mr. Ni ha rendu l)utta Mazuipdai, 

(10) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, and 

(11) the mover, 

w r ith instructions to submit their leport, with your jierinission, Sir, 1 
wish to substitute, by the 31st July, 1939, foi “by the 28th February, 
1939” and that the quorum of the Select Committee lie fixed at 4. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of recording my emphatic protest against this blackest of 
black Bills that t he Black Cabinet under the present Premier has 
conceived. It is Mated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
that there is a growing tendency noticed in the press and the 
platform to give # unauthorised currency to the contents of un- 
published State documents. I submit that no democratic Govern- 
ment could ever conceive of gagging the press against the very 
legitimate expression of opinion and exposure of things when that 
exposure might in some way create a situation in the country to the 
benefit of the public. I submit, Sir, that the Official Records 
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Bill has Been one of the most ill-conceived measures, because it 
seeks to cut away the very root of democracy. In a Parlia- 
mentary Government the Opposition and the public outside always 
like to examine the propositions that are from time to time 
under the consideration of Government. Public opinion is after all 
the highest judiciary for finding out whether a particular measure 01 
• measures of Government are going to do good to the people. If then* 
is any Government that while masquerading under the name of demo- 
cracy seeks to avoid public opinion or stifle public opinion that Govern- 
ment stands self-condemned. This Bill is on the top of two drastic 
measures already in the Statute Book, namely, the Press Emergency 
Powers Act of 1931 and the Official Secrets Act. There has been no 
ease made out yet to show that the society is in clanger, the peace of the 
State and the stability of Government have been at stake, have been 
seriously jeopardised, because certain information, that the press could 
manage to obtain, has leaked out and the public have had an opportunity 
of expressing opinion thereon. 

I have often seen the lion 'hie the (’hid Minister getting excited on 
the floor of the House because something or other which he hud been 
trying to forge m secret •had come out and seen the light of day. I 
have seen the Hon’ble the ('hiet Minister tumbling down with apologies 
galore to Government officials and others when he found that some ol 
his secret machinations have come out and seen tlx* light of day. I 
woyld submit that it # is just because some of these things were published 
and made public that the Government had an opportunity of explaining 
thlir position and of Correcting or mending their manners. A demo- 
cratic Government must always look up to public support and public 
support can only be had if all tlfe actions and activities and things 
under the contemplation of Government an* laid Imre before the public. 
J has-been marked out by the Ilon’ble the Chief Minister on several 
occasions as one who had surreptitiously got access to his files and 
probably as be had threatened on the floor of the House this Bill has 
been conceived more with me in view than with the newspapers outside 
in view. I claim the right as even one of our citizens lias a right 
to # criticise Government, to find fault with Government measures, if 
any, and to anticipate measures which they have been secretly conspir- 
ing and I claim the right of seeking public opinion thereon. Sir, this 
valuable right that goes with democracy should not be tainpled upon 
lightly. Nowliece in the world his a measure like tins been conceived 
of. In Great Britain only the other day we found that even important 
* papers of State like certain military secrets were brought out in the 
course of a debate in the House of Commons and it was not the press 
that wps penalised for the same but an attempt was made to find out 
due to whose latches really these secrets leaked out. There have been 
cases of the famous “Ziuovieff Letter” and many other similar docu- 
ments where democracy asserted itself by timely exposure of the 
26A 
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intentions of Government. Sir, I submit that you should not permit 
a measure of this type to be forced through a House merely by virtue 
of a cooked-up majority by methods that have been very well expressed 
or characterised by my esteemed friend Mr. Narendra Nath 
Chakrabarty. 

Sir, democracy would fail to function properly if our friends 
opposite do not realise one great statement of the reputed politician 
Bagehot, viz., democracy must not degenerate into mere rule of numbers 
over reason, ignorance over knowledge. If that has come to be the state 
of affairs in this country, I submit that it is a bad day for Bengal. 
I appeal to the House and press the Cabinet that they should not 
proceed with this Bill in this form at all. The Bill in section 3 
defines in a very wide and general term--an\ unpublished official 
records relating to any affairs of State or an\ matter derived therefrom 
or any comment thereon, except with the previous permission of the 
Provincial Government, —that should he penalised. That means that 
newspapers will have to cease to I unction it they do not go up every 
evening to the Secretariat to obtain the passport for their article* anti 
news columns. News reporters from all over the country send new* 
notes, and some of these news notes will also 'relate to the tours of the 
Hoinble Ministers themselves - garlanding and things like that. These 
news notes are in a sense indirect 1\ official records because the words 
“relating to any affairs oi State or an\ matter derived therefrom” 
apply to them. If an Hon'ble Minister has got to open a co-operative 
conference, it is a public official dut\ of his; and if any newspaper 
publishes a report thereof it will come under the purview' of this wonder- 
ful piece of legislation. Sir, 1 will not take the time of this House at 
this stage to point out the numerous absurdities in the Bill. 1 would 
only at this stage draw attention to the important question of principle 
involved that the public, the citizens, and more so the newvpftpers 
whose duty it* is to serve the public with properly collected news, — the 
public have a right to find out what is happening, whatever place they 
can find out the news from; and by laying bare all these news the\ 
educate the public, they serve a very useful function in society, 
particularly in a democratic society . Let not the present Cabinet in 
their enthusiasm, let not the Coalition Government in the intoxication 
of power strike at the very root of democracy by sponsoring a Bill of 
this character. 

* * * t 

(The House was then adjourned tor lb minutes.) 

( After adjournment .) 

MauJvi MU H08SAIN SARKAR: Sir, I beg to move, by way 
'of amendment, that the Bengal Official Records Bill, 1939, be circulated 
for .the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1939. 
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Mft 8PEAKER: I understand that Mr. Snntosh Kumar Basil, 
Mr. Goswami and some other members want to speuk on this Bill, and 
I should like to give them an opportunity to do so. I hope, Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar, you will be very brief and will not take more than 
five minutes. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR* \ es, Sir, I shall be as brief 

as possible. 

Sir. this Bill ran be termed as a gagging Bill. By the provisions 
of this Bill Government ate trying to suppress the newspapers in Bengal. 
M ay I ask tin* llonble Minister, why this panicky state of things}* 
If he is honest, it he tries to govern the country without any nepotism, 
without doing anything to which people can take objection, 9 1 think 
there is no fear lot any legitimate eiitieism of Government by the 
Press. By introducing tliis Bill, Government have shown a defeatist 
mentality. Government wen* perhaps trying to do something which the 
country did not desire, and when the information leaked out. they 
became very chary and introduced this Bill. 

I also submit, Si?, thi^t Government intend to cheek the publication 
of their Bills such as the Seeoudarv Education Bill over which recently 
there was a strong control ers\ in tin* papers and in the press. Then 
again, ihe indiscreet letter ot ihe Hon’hlc tin* Chief Minister was pub- 
lished in the newspapers, and there was a good deal of controversy over 
it, And ultimately he # had to beg pardon ot bis own officials very recently 
on tin* floor of tin* lionise. Government, instead ot trying to suppress 
the newspapers and news-sheets of the country, will, I think, do well 
to try to cheek the Hon’ble the Chi^f Minister from acting indiscreetly. 

If anything is to be cheeked. Sir, the Official Secrets Art is there, 
but yi spite of that I think for sheer vengeance and for taking revenge 
for publishing some papers which the llon ble the Chief Minister 
indiscreetly Jet loose, this Bill is now brought, in this House. 

.The main feature of the Bill is the obnoxious intention behind if, 
and if was described very aptly bv my friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

J # do not like to repeat the same arguments, but J only bring to the 
notice of the House that by enacting this Bill Government are taking 
away one of the salutary provisions of criminal law — I mean section 
403 of the Criminal Procedure (’ode. This section says that a man 
cannot be convicted of an offence* twice, but here in* this Bill we fitfd 
that in clause ( -J > the Bill provides tor punishment for a particular 
offence, and after conviction the man will be compelled to give inlor* 
mation to Goveruyient as to how he got tin* information, where be got 
it and jwliy he published it; and if he fails to give this sort of informa- 
tion be is again liable for punishment. I repeat, Sir, that this Bill 
takes away a salutary provision of criminal law prevailing in India.* 
Thus a man is going to be convicted for the same offence twice. 
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Therefore, considering all these things, I hope the House will send 
the Bill for circulation for eliciting opinion thereon, so that the mischief 
contemplated by this piece of legislation may be stopped. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand that Government are prepared to 
accept your amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : If they do so, I si, all 

be very glad. But let me make my position clear. 

Mr. SPEAKER : All right. But f hope that you will be veiy 
brief. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sit. I 
beg to move, by way of amendment, 1 1, at the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1939. 

Sir, I think anybody who lias taken care to ( go through the provisions 
of this Bill will agree that the Bill is a highly penal measure. Now, 
in introducing such a penal measure, it is not enough for the Govern- 
ment to say that certain tacts and documents have come to light. In 
a very pithy and short Statement ol Objects and Reasons all that the 
Hon’ble the Thief Minister fell* us is that “A growing tendency lias 
been noticed, both in the press and on the platform, to give unauthorised 
currency to the contents of unpublished State documents. Tliis tendency 
has rendered imperative the necessity of taking legislative measures to 
suppress the dissemination in the press and on the platform of the 
contents of unpublished records of Government unless after due 
authorisation”. * ‘ 

Now, Sir, this short Statement of Objects and Reasons, even if we 
assume the correctness of it for the sake of argument, only says that 
certain circumstances have arisen which, in the opinion of the Govern- 
ment, require to be met by a penal legislation. But that is not enough, 
Sir, for the Government to state, to justify such a legislation. Govern- 
ment have to establish a further ease, viz., that the existing laws are 
quite inadequate for the purpose of meeting the object they have in 
view. * 

Sir, all of us are aware, 1 believe, that there is already on the 
Statute Book an Official Secrets Act which goes by the name of ‘ 4 An 
Act to prevent the disclosure of official documents find information”. 
The Act, Sir, is known as Act XV of 1889. That Act has stqod the 
test of time. The circumstances under which that Act was passed have, 
r ] believe, not yet passed out of public memory. The immediate occasion 
for the enactment of that measure was also a newspaper publication. 
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Thf Hoil’blo Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: My friend, Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal, has made a most provocative s\wvh and lie has shaken his lists 
so often that I thought that he was coming ont foi an assault. I will 
not emulate him, for I feel I have got such a good case that I need only 
. present it before the House to get it accepted. Sir, it has lx‘en said 
that an attempt is l>eing made to stifle criticisms and to put a ban on 
* expressions of opinion on public mattcis. Any one who will read this 
Bill will at once be convinced that we do not propose to do anything 
of the kind. All that the Bill proposes to do is to penalise unauthor- 
ised publication of official documents. May I remind the House that 
within the last two years that we have been in office, instances have 
oeeimed where newspapers and news-sheets and other documents have 
given publicity to official records which lam* not yet been decided upm 
by Government and the publication was made not for the purple of 
any heljdul criticism hut for a very mischievous purjMKse, namely, for 
discrediting the action of tin* Government? Lies have been circulated, 
false news have been published, propaganda on absolutely imaginative 
ami supposed circumstances have been carried on, and on the basis of 
that, the Ministry has been attacked, motives have lveen ascribed and 
every action of the Ministry has been held up to public criticism. Now, 
it is one tiling to prohibit publication id official documents and it is 
quite a different thing 1 to stop public criticism. By no stretch ot 
imagination can it he said that the provisions of the Bill will at nil 
interfere with the public criticism of official acts 1 do not wish to go 
into details over the eiitieisms that have been offeied, because I am 
prepared to .accept the •motion ot my ft lend, Mr. Haiendra Nath Chaii- 
dhuri, for circulation ot the Bill foi opinion till the 30th of April. I 
may mention to the House that lie fere 1 thought of introducing the Bill 
in the House, I hail it published in the ('ttlcuftn (razvtfc so long ago 
ns 17^ November, 1938. The Bill has been liefoie the public for Ihis 
long period but 1 am again prepared to place it before the public for 
criticism till the 30th April, 1939. 

Ml*, SPEAKER! It would }>e liettei if you would give a date in 
May. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ* What date would l>e suit- 
able, Sir? 


Mr. SPEAKER: N.y. loth of May. 

TM Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have no objection. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 have also no objection. 
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MT. SPEAKER: Then I take it that it is accepted as a short-notice 
amendment. 

The motion of Rai Ilarendra Nath Chuudhuri, by way of amend-, 
went, that the Bengal Official Records Bill, 1939, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th May, 1939 (as amended) 
was then put and agreed to. 

The Indian Stamp (Bengali Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I beg to introduce 
a Bill further to amend the Indian Stamp Act, 1899. 

Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is a very 
short and businesslike Bill which Government have introduced with a 
view to check the loss of public revenues. The Bill has only two 
clauses; one proposes to amend Article 57 of Schedule I (.1) of the 
Stamp Act and the other proposes to amend Article 62(c) of the same 
Act. 

Sir, there have been divergences of judicial opinion as to whether a 
security bond executed by a judgment-debtor in favour of a court, 
should he stamped under Article 40 or it should be stamped under 
Article 57. The High Court of Allahabad held that it was a 
mortgage and as such should lie stamped under « Article 40 wheieas the 
Chief Court of Oudh in the Cnited Provinces held that it was not a 
mortgage deed, but a security deed and should be stamped unde]* Article 
57, i.e., only a lower rate of stamp <luty should be payable. The views 
of the High Court of Allahabad were that there can be no contract 
between a judgment-debtor and a court, whereas the Chief Court held 
that it was an implied contract and in fairness and equity a nominal 
stamp duty should be payable. That is the genesis of this amendment. 
The Government of India also agreed that this divergence should be 
reconciled und suggested that as the Provincial (Governments have 
now power to amend the Stamp Act they should undertake legislation. 

As regards Article 02 (c), the point is this: That for mortgage by 
deposit of title deeds, when the interest secured by such mortgage is 
transferred, whether the stamp duty* is payable under, Article 40 or a 
nominal stamp duty is payable under section 62 (c). There was a case 
in Calcutta in which the title deeds of an immovable property were 
deposited as a security for repayment of a heavy loan. Now the interest 
thus secured was transferred later on by payment ot a nominal stamp 
duty under Article 6. The Collector of Stamp Revenue, Calcutta, held 
"that it was a transfer and full stamp duty under Article 23 was pay- 
able. There was an appeal to the Board of Revenue, and the B^ard 
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also lield the same view. Then the matter was taken to the Hon’ble 
High Court. The High Court on the other hand held that the conces* 
sion granted under Article 02 (v) was available to the parties. This led 
to a loss of considerable public revenues and in older to prevent such 
a loss in future Government thought that it was necessary to and 
justified to introduce the Bill. 

With these words 1 beg to move, tor the acceptance of the House, 
that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SAN YAL : 1 beg to move, b\ way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill lie referred to a Select Committee consisting of - 

(1) The Hon’ hie Si i Bijov I’rasad Singh Roy, 

(2) Mr. 1. D. *la lan , 

(»\) Maulvi Atm llossain Saikar, 

• (4) Mr. A lulu r Rahman Siddiqi, 

(5) Mr. Dili rein Ira Naravan Mukerji, 

((>) Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel. 

(7) Mr. Bulm Behan Mullnk. 

(S) Mr. Dehi Brosad Khaitan, 

(9) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, and 
# (1()> 1>1\ Nalina^sha Sunval, 

with instructions to submit then lepmt 1»\ lfith March, 11)39, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee* he fixed at ioui. 

I do not really desire* to take thf* time of the House by a long speech. 
I would only draw the attention of the Ministei in charge to his own 
state^mt that then* aie conflicting opinions nt different authorities. 
1 think, Ihcrefoie, that instead of taking on ourselves the* responsibility 
of adjudicating on such a mattei in which the High Courts could have 
conflicting views, it would he much lcttei to leave that pait oi ihe 
business to a Select Committee which would lie in a position to examine 
tjip implications carefully. Thereafter it that Select Committee recom- 
mends the adoption of these provisions, the House would Ik* in a lw*t t i*i 
position to accept the* motion and to unde; stand what they aie* doing. 
That is all what 1 want to sav . 1 have ever\ sympathy, as a matter 

e>f fae*t, with alUthat the Hon’ble^Ministci has saiel about certain discre- 
pancies and I quite uudei stand llu* necessity of suitablv amending the* 
present Act, se> that some p*ople who aie able to pay may not evade. 
In fact I know of one ease in which an attempt was made to evade the 
£aym$nt of stamp duty where Government could legitimately claim 
that stamp duty should Ik* paid. Here the High Court he*ld that the 
stamp duty was not payable on the ground that the deed of title haif 
not been transferred. 1, therefore, submit that a matter like this 
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where an important question of principle is involved and where even 
the High Court Judges could not see eye to eye with one another, 
should be first referred to a Select Committee. With these words, Sir,* 
I move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I formally oppose 
it, but at the same time I appreciate the sweet reasonableness of the 
speech at least tor once of my friend Dr. Sanyal. 

The motion that the Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Ilon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh ltoy, 

(2) Mr. 1. 1). Jalan, 

(4) Maulvi Aim Hossain Sarkar, 

(4) Mr. AIkIui Rahman Siddiqi, 

(5) Mi. Dhitcndra Narayan Mukeiji, 

(f>) Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel, 

(7) Mr. Pulin Behan Mullick, 

(8) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, 

(9) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, and 

(10) J)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

with instructions to submit their leport by 15th March, 1949, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee he fixed at four, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion that the Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948. 
lie taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The Hon'hle 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 beg to move that 
in clause 1, for the figure “1948” the figure “1949” be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 1 as amended stands part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I say as regards my motion 
No. 9f) that as a matter of fact the security bond executed by the judg- 
ment-debtor for the due performance of certain duties need not be 
stamped at all 
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Mft SPEAKER: The present purpose is to reconcile divergencies. 

The question that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The question that the Preamble stands part ot the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


The Hoff’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to move that 
the Bill, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Excise (Amendment) Bill, 1039. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: 1 beg to introduce 
a Bill further to amend section bb of the Bengal Excise Act, 1009. 
Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, ! beg to move 
that the Bengal Excise (Amendment) Bill, 1909, be taken into con- 
sideration. • 

The aim and object ot the Bill i-i \ci\ simple ami clear. Section Ob 
of the Act does not give powei to the Inspectors ot Excise to compound 
Excise cases, and this amendment is just to giw> them that power. 
Wkh these words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance ot the 
House. 

• 

The motion wa* then put and agreed to. 

(la use /. 


question that clause 
agreed to. 


stands part of the Bill was then put and 
Cl ti use 2. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
2,* in line d, after the words “inspector of Excise” the words, “with 
the written permission of the Collector of the District or of any other 
officer, not below the rank of Deputy Collector or Superintendent of 
Excise, as may Ik* authorised in t^iis behalf by the Collector” be insert- 
ed. 

The object of my amendment is very simple. The amendment pro- 
poses not to give an unrestricted right to the Inspector of Excise to 
compound or withdraw cases. Sir, in these days when the Congress 
provinces are trying prohibition in their respective provinces the Bengal 
Government have not raised their little finger towards that end. Now. 
it ia well-knowm that many offences are being committed by persons who 
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smuggle articles of excise, and these cases ought to be tried very strictly. 
That is the reason why I say that the Inspector of Excise should not be 
given any unrestricted right to compound or to withdraw such cases. 
In the Statement of Objects and Reasons I find that in many districts 
the post of Superintendent of Excise has been abolished but that does 
not affect the position. The Inspector of Excise may take the permis- 
sion of the District Magistrate or the Deputy Collector who may be 
authorised in that behalf for compounding or withdrawing excise cases. 
Anyhow, there should be a safeguard so that the criminals may be 
punished. Why should an Inspector of Excise be authorised to with- 
draw cases? I don’t see any reason why. So I submit, Sir, (he mem- 
bers to my opposite should support at least this inoffensive amendment 
of mine. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : 1 rise to support the 
amendment of my friend Mr. Biswa* Mr. Biswas lias not made one 
point particularly clear and that is this. The words “Superintendent 
of Excise” were introduced in tin* Act oi 1909 by the amending Act of 
1914. Before the enactment of 1914 the power to compound offences in 
excise matters rested with the Collector and not with any excise 
officer whatever might have been his rank unless lie was specially 
empowered by the I/oeal Government It was only after the amending 
Aef of 1914 that you got the power for the Excise Department and 
that power was vested in excise officers of the highest rank, namely, 
the Superintendents of Excise. But now you propose to introduce 
Inspectors of Excise in the place of the Superintendents of Excise. 
What will be the position then? The power to compound excise 
offences will come to be \ested in offieeis like Inspectors o< Excise. 
That was surely not contemplated even by the Government of 1914. 
What therefore my friend Mr. Biswas suggests is that even it you* vest 
the power in the Inspectors of Excise let them lie controlled and guided 
by the views of superior officers, either of the General Administrative 
Department or of the Department of Excise where there are Superin- 
tendents of Excise. Why should you not accept this amendment? 
Will you leave the discretion unfettered to the Inspectors of Excise? 
Do you consider that these Inspectors of Excise who are responsible for 
bringing to book these offenders should he the proper persons to arrange 
compromise with them? Should you not endeavour to see that the 
activities of these* officers in the master of compounding offences are 
regulated by the advice of the general executive officer or superior 
excise officers if any. I think this is a very reasonable amendment and 
it ought to be accepted by Government in the interest of the reputation 
of the Inspectors of Excise themselves. 

, The Hon’KHe Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons it has been stated that most of our districts ^re 
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now iiT charge of Inspectors of Excise ami these Inspectors of Excise 
are responsible officers. Government, know that they are very good 
officers and unless they are given this power to compound cases the very 
object of the Bill would be defeated. So I oppose the motion. 

• The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 2, in line 3, 
after the words “Inspector of Excise” the words “with the written per- 

* mission of the Collector of the district or of any other officer, not below 
the rank of Deputy Collector or Superintendent of Excise, as may be 
authorised iu this behalf by the Collector” be inserted was then put 
and lost. 

The Question that clause 2 stands part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The question that the Preamble stands part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the said Bill as settled in tin* Assembly he passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Administrator-General’s (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1930. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir,^ 1 beg to introduce a Bill to amend the Administrator-Gcneral\ 
Act, 1913, in its application to Bengal. 

Secretary then read*1hc short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARDUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 beg also to move that the said Bill be eimilnted for the purpose ot 
elieit^jm opinion thereon l>\ the - hole with \onr permission, Sir, I 
want to extend the period — 17th duly, 1939. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Official Trustees (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I beg to introduce a Bill to amend the Official Trustees Act, 1913, 
in its application to Bengal. t 

Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I beg also to lnove that the Official Trustees (Bengal Amendment > 
Bill, 1939, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 17th July, 1939. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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The Calcutta Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hovt’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I heg to introduce a 
Bill to amend section 33 of the Calcutta Police Act, I860. 

Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg also to move 
that the said Bill he taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed tc* 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part ot the Bill Was then put and 
agreed to. 


Chiu sr 2 

The question that clause stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The question that the Preamble stand part ot the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the Calcutta Police (Amendment) Bill, 11)39, as .settled in the Assembly, 
he passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

\ 

Earlier sitting on 6th April, 1939. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand that to-morrow a large number of 
members will be going out of Calcutta on account of the holidays. So 
I propose that the Assembly may meet 15 minutes earlier, that is, at 
4-30 p.m. so that we may finish our business by 7 p.m. I hope, 
honourable members will kindly co-operate with me to see that we finish 
our business as early as possible. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 6th 
April, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Asskmhta met in the A^cmhK House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the Gtli April, 19M, at 4-dO p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (t lie Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. A'/izn. Haute, (M.k.) 
in the ( hair, 11 Hon’hlc Ministers and 4 ^()o members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijo\ , Mm remember that yon made a state- 
ment yesterday in eonneeiion with a question and that Dr. Nalinaksha 
San t \ al wanted to move an adjournment motion regard in# this ^ l 
have since considered the adjournment motion very carefully. 1 am 
very doubtful whether the adjournment motion is in order, even though 
I have .gi\on my consent to the motion being biought. I think that 
the best tiling would be, since the motion arises out of a question, 
that after to-da\ s questions are over he should be allowed to ask 
supplementary questions and \ou would answer them. In the mean- 
time, I shall give a copy of the statement to J)r. Sanyal. 

• • 

The Hoji’ble Sir B4J0Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: All right, Sir 

• 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Inclusion of Nandigram thana in Bogra. 

• *324. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : (a) Is the Dou ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware — 

(i) that the area under the Nandigram thana which lias been 
incorporated in the district of Bogra has hot yet come under 
the administration of the Bogra District Board ; and 

(it) that this is causing hardship to the people ,of the thana as the 
Rajsh^hi District Board have withheld payments of grants- 
# in-aid to educational institutions, dispensaries, etc. ? 

(b) If the answer to (a; is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble- 
Minister be pleased to state what steps do the Government propose to 
27 
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take in expediting the transfer of the jurisdiction of the said th'ana to 
Bogra District Board ? 

s' 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) (?) Yes. 

( ii ) No hardship has been caused as the Rajshahi District Board has 
not withheld payments to dispensaries and public health circles in the 
area under the Nandigram tbana. As regards grants-in-aid to primary 
schools within this area, it is understood fhat the District Magistrate 
of Bogra, who is the President of the Bogra District School Board, 
has issued orders for the payment of the salaries of the teachers of these 
primary schools. 

(b) The revenue jurisdiction of the area in question will be transfer- 
red to Bogra with effect from Jsl April, 1939. Steps will be taken there- 
after to transfer the jurisdiction of the area for Local Self-Government 
purposes, to the District Board of Bogra. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 was referring to the 
middle English school and not to the primary schools which are under 
the District Board. Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he is aware that the Bhatra High English School, which is in Nandi- 
gram thana, has not been receiving any grant since the last one year, 
i.e., with effect from the 1st April, 19381' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, J have taken note of the honourable member’s question^ a*, id I 
shall make an enquiry into this matter. 


Bengal Road Project. 

*325. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the amount of money allotted to Bengal from the Indian Road 
Fund pqr year since its creation; 

(it) the amount received up to date from the India Government, 
year by year; 

(in) the amount spent up to date ; and 
(tv) the balance in hand, if any? 
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(£) Is* it a fact — 

(i) that no definite scheme has yet been drawn for the improvement 
of the roads in Bengal ; and 

(*7) that an amount from tin* contribution by the India Government 
was available P 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for the delay and for not spending the amount in handy 

(d) In it a fact — 

(/) that some years back a special ollicer was appointed for drawing 
up a scheme for provincial road project ; 

(//) that the officer has already submitted a scheme for Bengal; ami 
(Hi) that this has already been published P 

(e) If the answer to question (d) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’bh' Minister be pleased to state why no steps have yet been taken to 
translate the scheme intp action P 

. (/) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what scheme, if 
any, has been prepared up to date by the Special Road Board Officer P 

# (tj) If no scheme has yet been prepared by the Special Ollicer, will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the delay P 


MINI8TER in charge of the # C0MMUNICATI0N8 and W0RK8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8rischandra Nandy, of 
Coftiitbazar) : (a) and (b) (ii) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) (i) and K r) 1 would invite ihe attention of the hon’ble member 
to Mr. King’s recently published report to my speech when presenting 
the demand for grant for 1938-39 and my reply to the recent discussion 
on the demand for next year. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Action has already been taken and further action is being taken 
to construct of improve roads included in the report. 

(/) The Special Road Board Officer was not appointed to prepare any 
scheme. His main duties are concerned with the expedition of sanction 
to approved projects. The list of projects in hand or about to be taken 
up is shown in the Budget Estimate recently passed by the House. 


. (g) Does not arise. 
27a 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) and ( b ) (ii) of starred 
question No. 325. 


[The figures are In thousands of rupees.] 



1930-31. 

1931-32. 

1932-33. 

1933-34. 

1934-35. 

1935-86. 

1936-87. 

1937-38. 

Opening balance 


14,89 

9,92 

22,18 

28,74 

34,78 

38,61 

43,33 

Receipt* 

19,30 

6,00 

22,55 J 

12,50 

13,21 

14,13 

17,66 

2,27* 

Total 

19,30 

20,89 

32,47 

34,68 

41,95 

48,91 

56,27 

45,60 

Charges 

4,41 

10,97 

10,29 

5,94 

7,17 

10,30 

12,94 

13,22 

Closing balance 

14,89 

9.92 

22,18 

28,74 

34,78 

38,61 

43,33 

32,38f 


•The figure represents a special contribution from the Km-neof the Central Road Fund towards the 
construction of the Scvoke-Bagrakote Road. 


fin addition, the (lovernrnent of India hold to the credit, of this province a further sum of alwut 
lls. 81 ,50,000 In reaped of revenue raised up to 30th September, 1938 The oxix*iiditure during the year 
1988-39 is estimated to la* Kb. 20,00,000. 

Assistants sent on deputation to other departments on higher grades. 

*326. Maulvi MD. M0ZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Depart men t he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many Lower Division assistants in his department durrng 
the five years ending 28th February, 1939, have been sent on 
deputation to other departments, e.g., Special Branch, 
Home Department; Reforms Section, Home Department; 
Rural Indebtedness Department; to work there in the Upper 
Division or on special higher pay than what they were 
drawing in their substantive post in the Rn5nce 
Department; 

(ii) how many of them are of — 

(1) Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christian, 

(5) Angio-Indian, and 

(6) other minority community; and 
(Hi) what are their academic qualifications? 

(b) Is it a fact that there are no Muslims among the persons sent on 
deputation as referred to in (a) (i)? 

( c ) If so, why? 
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( 3 ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table another 
statement showing the number existing at present in the Finance 
Department of assistants who are — 

(t) Graduates, 

* •(«) Undergraduates, 

(Hi) I. A. and I. Sc. 

(tv) Matric, 

( v ) Under Matric, amongst — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christians, 

(5) Anglo-Indians, and 

(6) other minority community P 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (a) (n and (//) No assistants 
were actual!) sent on deputation h t \ the Finance Department to any 
other department during (hi* last five )ears. Hut four assistants who 
had applied for temporary posts on higher pay in other departments 
were selected by those departments for appointment in such temporary 
poais. • 

Three of these men who were selected in 193") were Caste Hindus, 
and the foifrth man who was selected in 1938 was a Muslim. 

(in) All of them were graduates. 

(b) No, there was one Muslim as already slated. 

L&) Does not arise. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to iv the reply to elan:* (d) of .starred question 

No. 326. 


Caste Hindus 
Muslims 

Scheduled Castes < 
Indian phristian 
Anglo-Indian . . 
Other minority 
cpmm unities. 


Gradua- 

tes. 


Under- 
graduates, 
I.A.’s and 
I.ljc.’s 


Matricu- 

lates. 


under 

Matricu- 

late. 
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MfrU MADHU8UDAN BARKER: In consideration of the paucity 
cheduled Castes appointments in the department, will the Hon’ble 
ister be pleased to state whether Government consider the desir- 
tty of giving special facilities to the Scheduled Castes candidates, 
mailable ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid you have not read the question. The 
}tion is not about any new appointments ; the question is about the 
jtation of some assistants to other departments. So, your question 
i not arise. 

Appointments in the Finance Department. 

327. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
ister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the 
b (not on the Library table) a statement showing from the 1st April, 

1 , up to date — 

(i) number and names of persons promoted from the Lowei to the 
Upper Division in the Finance Department; 

(u) how many of them are of — 

(1) Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christian, 

(5) Anglo-Indian, and 

(0) other minority communities 

7/7) how many have been superseded by the promotions referred 
to in (?) ; 

7r) who has been superseded by whom; 

(v) how many persons have been promoted in that department to 

Assistant Secretaryship and Registrarship ; and 
77) what are their names and qualifications? 

[h) Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state whether there has 
i any supersession by these promotions referred to in (a) (v)? 

V) If so, who lifts been superseded by whom? 

W) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table another 
ement showing — 

(?) how many menials are there in the Budget Branch of the 
Finance Department ; 
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(ti) how many of them are of — 

(1) Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christian, 

(5) Anglo-Indian, and 

(G) other minority communities ; and 

(in) how many of them have been appointed from the 1st April, 

1937, up to date ? 

. The Hon’IHe Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: (a) (i) Only one 
person, Babu Khagendra Nath (fhosh, was promoted from the Dower 
to the Upper Division in the Finance Department during the period 
from 1st April, 1937, up to date. 

(t?) The promotee is a Caste Hindu. 

(Hi) There was no supersession, because tin* name of the promotee 
stood first on the list of assistants earmarked for promotion to the Upper 
Division. The promoter had been earmarked in 1928. There is no 
other assistant who had been earmarked for promotion earlier than 
1929. 

(iv) Does not arise. • 

( r) One person has been promoted to Assistant Secretaryship 
(BuSgvt) and one to Registrarship. 

( ri) Bahu Ilemanta Kumar Bhattaeliaryyu, 1st Head 

Assistant, Budget Branch, was promoted to he Assistant Secretary, 
Budget Branch. 

. Maulvi Md. Nahi, m.s c., 1st Head Assistant, Audit Branch, was 
promoted to he Registrar, Finance Department. 

(b) There was only one person senior to both Bahu Ilemanta Kumar 
Bhattacharyya # and Maulvi Md. ffuhi, but as he wa» due to retire about 
the time when these promotions were made, his ease could not be taken 
into consideration. 

* 

As between 4he two promoters Maulvi Md. Nahi was senior but 
Babu* Hemanta Kumar Bhattacharyya of Hie Budget Branch was 
preferred for the post of Assistant Secretary (Budget). 

• (c) Does not arise. 
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(d) (i) There are six menials in the Budget Branch including 4 
orderly peons. 

(it) Four of them belong to the Scheduled Castes and two are up- 
country Hindus. 

(Hi) Four of them have been appointed since 1st April, 1937; one, 
an up-country man, was appointed in 1937, and the remaining three, 
all belonging to the Scheduled Castes, were appointed in 1938-39. 


Realisation of arrear rents in the Western Duars Khas Mahals. 

*328. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: («) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

( i ) that Government have kept in abeyance the realisation of rents 
in the Western Duars Government Khas Mahal for 2 years 
for the relief of the Khas Mahal tenants; 

(/’/) that the Government have now been resorting to the provisions 
of Revenue Sales Law for the speedy realisation of the arrear 
rents in the said area ; and 

(Hi) that recently a number of estates there have been sold by auction 
by the Government under the Revenue Sales Law? 

i • 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to rfinte the total number 
of acres that have been advertised for sale and sold by auction under 
the Revenue Sales I>avv in the West era Duars Government Khas Mahal 
since the issue of the Government Circular or Notification suspending 
collection of rent for two years by certificates? # • 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of stopping the 
realisation of arrear rents through the help of the Revenue Sales Law 
till the certificate procedure is kept in abeyance? 


MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (?) No. 

( ii ) Yes, but. under circumstances provided in Rule 58 of the Crown 
Estates Manual, 19^2. 

(???) Only 21 jotes have been sold in 1938-39 out of a total of 16,380 
jotes in the West era Duars. 

(h) Since the issue of the order suspending realisation of rents by 
certificate procedure 18,198 acres have been advertised for sale and 
7(39 acres have been actually sold. 

(c) No. 
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Deprovincialization of Noakhali R. K. Zilla School. 

•329. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to lav on 
* the table a statement showing for the years 1937-38 and 1938-89— 

(i) the number of pupils in the Noakhali IE K. Zilla School; 

(it) the income derived from fees and other sources; and 

(iii) the total expenditure of the school? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(0 that the numerical strength of students in (lie said school is 
small in comparison with those of other Government schools; 

and 

. (it) that the school has no house ot its own? 

(c) If. so, are the Government considering the desirability of depro- 
vincializing the Noakhali TL K. Zilla School? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A, K. Fazlul Huq): on (n T1 ie number of pupils on 
the # rolls on the 31st March, 1938, was 193 against tilt) on the same date 
of the preceding year. 

(ii) The total receipts from fees, fines, ink-fees and seat rent amount- 
ed to Its. 5,834-13 during tin 1 year 198,7-38 against Jt>. 3,78*2 in the 
preceding year. 

(iii) The total expenditure during the year 1937-38 was Ks. 22,tHMM 
agaiimt»Its. 21,551 in the preceding year. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. The Noakhali It. K. School being the only Government 
high school in the district of Noakhali, it should continue to exist in 
the interest of education in the district. 


Official mode of address to Presidents of Union Boards. 

• • 

•330. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: On Is the llon’hlc 
■Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government ^Department aware 
that the District Magistrates and Subdivisional Magistrates in address- 
ing the # elected Presidents of the Union Boards especially in the district 
of Tippera do not use the expression “I have the honour, etc.” at the 
beginning' and “I have the honour to be, Sir, Your most obedient 
serf ant” at the end as they used to do before? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of issuing instructions to the District 
Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers to use the official mode in 
addressing the Presidents of Union Boards? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Government have recently, in the interest of economy, directed the 
abandonment of the official form of address between officials in the dis- 
tricts and substituted the “memorandum” form. It has been ascer- 
tained that the local officers in some districts, including Tippera, have 
been using the “memorandum” form in their correspondence with the 
Presidents of Union Boards also. The use of this form for corre- 
spondence with Presidents of Union Boards does not imply any dis- 
courtesy, but on the other hand, connotes the existence of a relationship 
of the same close, friendly and informal character between local officials 
and Presidents of Union Boards as exists between the officials themselves. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount that has Iven saved by substituting 
this memorandum form ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 want notice, Sir. 1 * 

* 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llon’ldo Minister he 
pleased to state whether there will he substitution of the memorandum 
form in the case of correspondence with other officers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, I am afraid that \ou do not know the 
story of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, viz., that when \ou use the 
expression: ”1 have the honour to he \our most obedient servant” the 
word “servant” is a mistake. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I want to know' whether 
iii relation to the correspondence with other officers, there was any 
substitution of the memorandum form, as you call it H 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I don’t, know anything about it. 

< Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: With reference to the last 
three lines of the answer where the Hon’ble Minister has said: “on “the 
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other hand, connotes the existence of a relationship of the same close, 
friendly and informal character between local officials and Presidents 
of Union Boards as exists between the officials themselves”, is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that Presidents of Union Boards stand on a 
• different footing altogether from the officials who are paid? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: They are not officials, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister has 
referred to economy. Mas I enquire whether it is economs of time, 
space or prestige? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Economy of time and money. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the official method of addressing the officials by 
Presidents of Union, Boards? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice, Sir.* * 

m 

• • 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: In view ,.f il„. answer given, 
will the Hon Ido Minister be pleased to state whether there are any 
reasons for taking exception to the Kubdivisional Officers and District 
Magistrates using the memorandum form in their correspondence? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I don’t think so. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: ntw fa, 

a* close relationship fa ■TOT 

'Mr. 8PEAKER: Older, order. I think you can leave that fof 
your domestic purpose. 
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Terrorist prisoners and their examination by an Advisory Committee. 

*330A. Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what progress has been made in the examination of the cases 
of terrorist prisoners by the Advisory Committee appointed 
by Government ; and 

(//’) when is such examination likely to be completed? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN): 1 die Committee has had Id sittings and 
has made recommendations to Government, in 113 cases. On the 
recommendation of the Committee, 08 prisoners have been released and 
the cases of 15 are under examination at the moment. This is in 
addition to 1 ‘24 cases released by Government on its own initiative 
without reference to the Committee. One hundred and thirty-one cases 
remain to be considered by the Comm it tee. fn (»(> cases the Committee 
considered it desirable to interview the convicj before making a recom- 
mendation, and arrangements were made b\ Government for the first 
batch of such interviews on the 18th January, 19ITJ. The convicts on 
that date refused to be examined individually by the Committee, who, 
however, on March 21st requested Government to afford a further 
opportunity for 12 representatives of those selected for interview* to 
appear before them in order that their position might be more fully 
explained, and that the prisoners might be given an opportunity to 
revise their decision and adopt a reasonable attitude. This interview 
took place on dth April, and it is understood that the prisoners are 

now considering their attitude afresh. # 

* % 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us as to the reasons which led the Committee to 
have an interview with the (>b convict-prisoners before making any 
recommendation and what are the points that are going to be ascer- 
tained in the interview? 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T have not asked the 
question to the Committee why they have done so. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if these convicts will be asked any question about 
personal undertaking or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information on 

this point. This matter is in the hands of the Committee. 
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(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Excavation of the Tentulia-Balugram Canal, Faridpur. 

129. Mr. JACAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

* Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that the Tentulia-Balugram Canal in police-station Kashiani in 

Faridpur district has l>eeii silted up; 

(ii) that there is failure of crops ; 

(iii) that the local people are living in distress; and 

(iv) that the loc-al people gave contribution of Us. 2,500 to (Govern- 

ment for survey and excavation of the canal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) ( ir ) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how has the contribution been utilised? 

(v) If. n.o action has been taken yet, are the Government, contemplat- 
ing the desirability of the survey and excavation of the canal? 

• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (?) The condition of the Tentulia-Balugram khal is such as might 
be expected of a khal traversing a low-lying hil liable to flood during 
the* rains. The improvement of this khal by itself cannot prevent, the 
flooding of the hil through which the Balugram-Tentulia khal flows. 

(ii) Failure of crop* in the low hil lands adjoining the khal occurs 
here and there in years of high floods only. 

(iii) Rome distress has Wen caudbd to the people owing to the unpre- 
cedentedly high flood ot last \ear. 

(i$) *The sum of Us. 2,000 (not Us. 2,500) was raised locally as a 
contribution towards the cost of a survey and an investigation which 
were considered necessary in order to ascertain the possibility of reduc- 
ing- the* flood of the low areas north of the Madaripur Bil Route. No 
local subscription for the actual exea\ation of the canal has Wen paid. 

• (b) The sum contributed by the people has been fully utilised in 
doing a portion of the survey work, reading gauges, etc. The unfinished 
survey work is now being completed at the expense of Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to (h) t 
•will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wbaj; Government are 
going to do after # the survey work ? 

The*Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

They will consider whether it is possible to formulate a scheme to . 
improve the drainage of the area. 
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Capital grant for the education of Scheduled Castes* 

130. Babu LAK8HMI NARAYAN BI8WAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

• 

(i) that the Scheduled Castes Education Committee recommended 

to spend the capital grant pf ‘Us. 5 lakhs in the year 1938-39;’ 
and 

(ii) that the Government have* not accepted the recommendation? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to Btate the reason thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the proceedings of the meeting held in connection with the grant? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state in detail (item by 
item') how the sum of Us. 1 lakh 97 thousand have been spent up till 
now ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of spending the 
unspent balance of Its. 3 lakhs 3 thousand in the year 1939-40? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) and (b) Government have not accepted only such of their 
recommendations as were considered unsuitable. 

(c) The proceedings are treated as confidential and I regret .they 
cannot lie placed on the table. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) Yes „ 

Statement referred, to in the reply to clause (d) of unstarred question 

No. 130 . ' ’’ 

The figure of Rs. 1,97,000 is the rough estimate of expenditure not 
the actual expenditure. The details of Rs. 1 ,97,000 are given below : — 


Rs. 

(1) Pay of the staff ... 1,700 

(2) Travelling allowance ... 400 

(3) Other contingencies ... 3,700 

(4) Stipends ... 20,000 

(6) Grant-in-aid ... 1,71,000 


Total ... 1,96,800 


Say ... 1,97,000 
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Daoriminating treatment of Indian patients in Eye Department of the 
Calcutta Medical College. 

181. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: «.) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health Tie jwr Un out aware that in the Eye Depart- 
ment of the Calcutta Medical allege, more attention is given to the 
European and the Anglo-Indian patients than the Indian patients ? 

(b) If so, what are the reason s 'therefor ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) There is no difference in the 
attention given to European, Anglo-Indian and Indian patients in the 
Eye Infirmary of the Medical College Hospitals. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Supplementary Questions and Answers on the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Pftsad Singh Roy on Starred Question No. 323A 
of 5th April, 1939, put by Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan. 

.Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I trust you will kindly allow 
us little more timf than usual to put supplementary questions in an 
exhaustive manner because tin* statement made by the Hon”ble Minister 
is exhaustive. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of information, Sir. I 
woujd like to know from you whether the privilege of putting supple- 
mental^' questions would he given onlv to Dr. Sunyal or to every one 
of us, so that we may also put supplementary questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that l)r. Kanyal stands in a spec, ml 
favoured posit ijn. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the statement 
made by the Hon’ble Minister that the District Magistrate informed 
Government that there were mo hungry person* among those who 
approached him, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state how the 
Magistrate had ascertained if the people were hungry or not? 

The Hon’ble* Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: The District 
Magistrate had the opportunity of talking to these people. They first 
of all assembled round his house and from there they went round about; 
the Church, where the District Magistrate went and met them and 
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discussed matters with them for hours together. So he had ample 
opportunity of ascertaining whether any of them was really hungry 
or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the use of any appetisometer or thermo- 
meter or barornetre which could measure actually the degree of hunger 
in them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement 
that similar hunger-marches have been staged in more than one district, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to specify the particular hunger- 
marches he had in view, as referred to in the statement? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Speaking from 
memory, 1 may say that there were at least two more — one in Jessore and 
another at Mudaripur in the district of Faridpur. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to the specific 
marches referred to in Jessore and Madaripur as well as in Bakarganj, 
will the linn 'hie Minister be pleased to name the persons suspected 
to be responsible for having organised these marches and themselves 
remaining behind the scene? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have in my 
possession certain names which I will only be too glad to read out. 

Persons suspected to be responsible for the so-called hunger-marches 
in Barisal are — , 

Satindra Nath Sen, 

Gopal Chandra Mukherjee, 

Monoranjan Cbakravarty, 

Ambika Charan Guha, 

Suresli Ganguly, 

Santosh Kumar Mukherjee, and 
Kunja Behari Bose. 

Those who are directly connected were — 

Nirendra Nath Ghose, 

Satindra Nath Sen, 

Surendra Nath Ganguli, and 
Birendra Nath Das Gupta. 
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^fhoBe’who are responsible for the Faridpur hunger-march are the 
following : — 

Jiban Ranjan Sarkar, 

Kailas Chandra Sarkar, 

Amiya Gupta (ex-convict), 

Amulya Chakraverty, 

Ranajit Ray ('bond bury, 

Nagendra Nath Gupta, and 

Bagala Ranjan Guba Roy. 

The person responsible for I lie Jessore bunger-nmrcb is K. C. Mitra. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilnn’hle Minister l>e 
pleased to state on what evidence be comes to the conclusion about these 
responsible gentlemen Y 

The-Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Collector had 
ample .opportunity of satisfying himself that these are the persons 
directly responsible for staging these hunger-marches. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the statement 
tjuit, this is being organised purely for political purposes by the left-wing 
extremist political •agitators, will the ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what in the opinion of the Government is the objective of these 
left-wingers— is it independence of India or food for the masses? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 just mention 
one fact which will, 1 hope, convince the honourable members how 
neftirfbus the tactics were. The ex-detenu leaders on the 29th March 
advised the people in Rarisal to go to the Collector and announced by 
beat pf drum that the Collector would distribute Rs. 10 to each one of 
them. This is one fact. 

The other is that the hunger-marchers on the 29th were led by 
ex-detenu Krisan, Manasa and Suresh Ganguly. They assembled in the 
Town Hall where they shouted their slogans. The slogans were “Down 
with the zemindars”, “Free the peasants from debt”, “We want 
agricultural loans’ ’ . 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They indulged in 
some Other slogans and expressions against the zemindars, union boayl 
oppression, Muslim League and they said “the local M.L.A. s all live in < 

28 
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comSs to fis. 56 lakhs in agricultural loans and about Rs. 10 lakhs in 
gratuitous relief and test relief work. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement 
that it is not possible for Government to substitute agricultural loans for 
ordinary rural short-term credit necessary tojinance the cultivators, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that short-term 
credit in the rural areas has become impossible as a result of the operation 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act ? 


The Han’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for the statement that Government find that 
it is not possible to substitute the ordinary rural short-term credit P 

* The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: V inuncial and 
administrative. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’lde Minister be 
pleased to state what policy Government propose to adopt to expand the 
rufal credit and preserve what little credit is still left P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government in 
the Department of fhe Co-operative Credit are considering what measure 
they should adopt 4o re-establish rural credit. 1 can assure the 
honourable member that my colleague the Ilon’ble Mr. Mulliek is 
devoting himself whole-heartodl> to this question. 

Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas rose in his seat. 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have to close it at 5 o’clock. I hope you will 
remeqiber that l am now carrying on negotiation and discussion with 
Government with a view to allow an opportunity to the House to discuss 
whenever any important policy is involved. IT util then the l>est way 
Vould be to allow' supplementary questions, but the time that can be 
allowed to-day wmuld not be adequate. I can allow' two questions to 
Mr. Bisw'as and two questions to Mr. Ghose. 

Mr. SUREflDRA NATH BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a press note was issued on the 21st August 1938 stating that Govern- 
ment were prepared to give three kinds of reKef to the distressed 
people, namely* gratuitous relief, agricultural loans, and test work 
relief? 

. The Hon’bl* Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

2»a 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that adequate relief was not given to the people of several localities who 
approached Government for adequate relief in September last? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Government do 

not admit that adequate relief has not been given. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: My question was if it is a fact 
that the people said that the relief given was not adequate and so they 
approached Government officers for relief. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is a fact that 
people approached Government for relief but not on the plea that the 
relief was not adequate. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slate if it is a fact that on the 80th Aswin a petition was 
submitted to the District Magistrate of Euridpitr under the signature of 
500 agriculturists to the effect that the relief given in that locality was 
only Us. 5 per head and that only 20 per coni* of the distressed people 
got relief and 80 per cent, did not get any. They wanted the District 
Magistrate to make an enquiry and to give relief to the people who did 
not get it? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am afraid I do 
not remember to which particular memorial the honourable member 
refers. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: A memorial was submitted by 
the people of the Dasha and Amgaon Unions. *• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I cannot carry 
everything in my memory. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Mr. Kailash Chandra Sarker is a Namasudra Mukhtear practising 
at Mudaripur and has no connection with politics? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: £)ur information 
is that he has nothing to do with law, but he has much to do with 
politics or local agitation. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that when the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Beliary Mullick went to Madaripur about 2 to 3 thousand agriculturists 
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went to him knowing that a Minister of the Government of Bengal had 
come and they approached him for relief P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: How can I answer 
this question : I do not know. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is it a fact that when the 
Hon’ble Minister himself went to Madaripur, several people tried to 
approach him for relief P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, 1 met people 
and discussed matters with them. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is it not a fact that hundreds 
of these agriculturists went to Madaripur, knowing that the Hon’blo 
Minister had gone there, in order to approach him for relief P 

The. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Whenever 
Ministers go to the mufnssil, |>eoplo come to meet them and discuss 
matters with them. It ft nothing unusual 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE : Is the llon’lde Minister aware that 
one Uatikanta Mandal of Lohagara police-station died of starvation P 

• • 

The Hop’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, there was 
not a single instance of death due to slat vat ion 

• • 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On whose information does the 
Minister say that there is not a single case of death by 
starvation ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the informa- 
tion of the Collector. 

• 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to institute a fresh enquiry in order to enlighten us on the point, 
because I personally know that# the man committed suicide owing to 
starvation P 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: If the honourable 
member asserts fn that way, it is not for me to contradict him ; but 1 
may say that Government are j>erfectly satisfied that there was no such 
instance and Government consider that it is absolutely unnecessary to 
institute a fresh inquiry. 
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Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
some 5,000 peasants of Kalia thana, more than 5,000 peasants of Loha- 
gara thana and more than 2,000 peasants of Narail thana approached the 
District Magistrate personally and according to his instructions sub- 
mitted an application in writing that 50 per cent, of them had not 
received any agricultural loan as yet? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I have no 
information on that point. 

Mr. ATUL RRI8HNA CHOSE: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
remember his own words that out of the 12 lakhs and odd peasants in 
Jessore only about 80,000 peasants have received help and the per capita 
help has amounted to only Its. 4-10? Under such circumstances how 
does the Hon’ble Minister assert that adequate help has been given to 
the peasants of Jessore ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. Ghose, you are cross-examining 
the Hon’ble Minister and not putting supplementary questions. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir, It is very difficult to get the 
real state of things from the Hon’ble Minister otherwise but if I can 
refer to the speeches and the commitments of the Hon’ble Minister on 
the floor of this House and then if I put supplementary questions 'the 
Hon’ble Minister becomes helpless and lie has gpt. to give out the real 
state of affairs. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, the per capita 
figure does not show very much in this case and Government consider 
that the amount distributed in the district of Jessore in the shaf>e of 
agricultural loan was quite sufficient. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Ts the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Narail subdivision promulgated 
section 144, Ct, P. (\, against Mr. Iv. Mitra whom the Hon’ble 
Minister has depicted as the ring leader of the so-called hunger- 
marchers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: Yes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the District Magistrate intervened and at once the Subdivi- 
sional Officer withdrew part of his order under section 144, Cr. P. C., by 
allowing him to inhabit in the subdivision but prohibiting him at the 
same time to address any meeting? 
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ibe Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, that question 
only shows that Mr. K. C. Mitra was responsible and some steps had to 
be taken against him. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the District Magistrate refused his appeal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that when he went to Madnripur 
for the last time in the month of January, he consulted the District 
Magistrate and the Subdivisional Officer of Madnripur and came 
to know that there was necessity of giving agricultural loans and other 
kinds of relief to the needy agriculturists? 

The. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA N'ATH BISWA8: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order. Questions are closed. 

• • 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Bengal Amusements Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

*tR. Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, I bej? to 
introduce a Bill subjecting dog racing to the betting tax. 

The Secretary then read t lie short title of the Bill, r/z., a Bill 
further to amend the Bengal Amusements Tax A< t, 1922. 

I 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bengal Amusements Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1989, 
be taken into consideration. 

Dr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I be* to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be circulated for tin* purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereoif by the 80th June, 1939. 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, I may 
accept the amendment for circulation, if it be for a short period. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose 
this acceptance of the motion for circulation which appears to be 
quite unusual. On a previous occasion when a similar motion was 
tabled for discussion we had an opportunity to make our observations 
about taxation proposals and we said then that no further taxation 
should be contemplated by the present Government before they made 
out a definite case for burdening the people with fresh taxes. But 
at the same time it must be admitted that we on the Congress side 
would desire that taxes must be levied where taxes are due and not 
where the middle class or the poor ]>eople have to suffer. Here is a 
case of dog racing going to bo taxed as the lJon’ble Finance Minister 
has made clear. If dog racing is at all allowed by the present Govern- 
ment, as it has been allowed under certain extraordinary measures, 
we on this side do not find any ground whatever for leaving dog racing 
free from taxation, particularly when similar betting in other plates 
arc taxable. There can be no ground whatsoever to permit a 
long lease of life to non-taxed dog racing and betting hi 
connection therewith unless there is some ulterior motive on the 
part of some individuals concerned in the matter. I, therefore, 
claim that the House should give its very eaieful consideration 
to a measure like this and the TTon’ble the Finance Minister would do 
well not to be guided merely by an unthinking majority but by his 
own common sense, particularly when he, as Finance Minister, has 
brought forward a Bill, a taxation measure, which is of a very 
important and very vital nature. Sir, so far as the measure is con- 
cerned, 1 do submit that there have been some, misgivings. I have 
felt for example — and if the motion for consideration is token up 
myself and other friends will make (heir points (dear — there has not 
been a fair attempt to legalize dog-racing through the back-door by 
having recourse to this taxation measure, but even then, so long as 
this dog racing will go on, there is no reason why it sliouul *d>e 
exempted. 1, therefore, have given notice of my motion for sending 
it to a Sided Committee and if the llon’ble Minister would be well 
advised, I would ask him to accept my motion for placing it before 
a Select Committee rather than the motion of my honourable friend for 
eliciting public opinion. There can be no public opinion necessary 
in a taxation measure of this type. If taxation on dog racing is the 
only issue before the public, then the public will with one (dear verdict 
say that dog racing and any kind of betting must be taxed. 

I submit, therefore, that there is no case for eliciting public 
opinion at all. Thepe may be a case for examining the clauses of the 
Bill as they stand, and for that a Select Committee will be particularly 
helpful and probably that would be the best course tlrnt the Hon ble 
Minister could think of. 

Sir, I, therefore, oppose the amendment for eliciting public opinion. 
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Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: «TTf3 tot* 

3*3; 5T: 3fa3TO m-UKd* SOTTOC*!! a0H-?33^OT 2P5T3 333*3 

C3T3fll al TOT 3^33 TO3 Finance Bill TO $31313 STO 3T33tl 
H^CTOT 3TO3 TO3*15 3C‘& TOTC33 STf3CTO3 C3, 3K51TCTO3 

5(fTO cro ^fw§c3 3ifra 3 Ttor fai; f3*; &T3T fare *w*t\ 

. — wst a3$3 5'c? nc$ 3it 3rc$c3TC3 a3 «tc«g>t frn* nr 

ta$ a$ WtotC*&3 «WlC3 ^C«I 43s *3TO 3T*T 333T3 «tf33T3 TOT CTO C3T33T3 
TOT 33CS ’TO t TO33 TOTC3, TOTC33 ^3^3 OTTOS WlSjn t3ft 'TOTWS 
ST^raCTOS 5T*fH°5R5 3TOTC3 33^X3^ ®R*t 5^TO *11X33 C>T* ST«*3*ltFS 3TOCS3 

cro *^-om C3, <ivux3to tots tots ^st$3 <tf$, m?r error $tcw sjtcskt 
« Uwh'h fro S’cfaes ss, ersr facs ©tch~<i srfe3T>e $ws ®t3t 

?Crect=CfW $XTOT-TO3 C3T305 15TC33 RIW $’C3 «fTC^ ; aS°s 5T3T C3 33 qfoCTO CTOS 
TO 3* 5T3 C$153 J't'MGIG *1TC3 *^3 33$ 1 [iilH ®TT3G C<uC3C*H cs hki-^ich 

C3-*T3 ^STO? «tfSSTC33 33T "13^5 TOST TO, W>xf% TO?f CS-«ir*3l $TSl l 
m?'\^ ^STX3*3T TO TOT CTO Fit. TO TO33 TOTS C3$, iW>nt^ TO C3 TOT 
3TOT3 5TC33 <5^3313 C3$l 5f3TOT3C«I3 ®fol~3, ®tf$C3N, 5TX33 ^S*( G ^‘foS $SIT 
tF3f33$ SOTf*33 3$<C3CTO fa$t C3-«TT*3l TO^ faC3fFT5 TO TO31 3TWCTOG 
TO 3rfe$3 ?3t3l 31X33 3>3 C3$. 5TST 3*3 FltC5 TOFT 3T; FltC^lS TO C3 ®1T&31 

TOl; TOTtS TOT5 TO ^3 $ c fr ‘S^S CTOS WC^C TO pi W OT 3<TT-TO ; 

serc^t to tocstci cs stxstts aS-aror ®nt3 stsot, c*t stcstt cs ^3 csti? cot 

G ®TT5T ^rrSTP^STf cTTo ^C^T, <S ^ s rRT ®irH<U faf* 5 ^ 5tt^ 1 C^t^ ^T 

. ©^T *U^l C^PT, 15131 SWH Hun^(»r Marcher ^T?, 1ITOT ^?*T15 

1JT5T C^T'T C<-®TT^»T 3*^C^5 ’TTC3 •TT ! 3T>&T •T’SPT 1ST 31 2VT®' 3*C3CTF, CTW3 

5R TOt STT^il^rai WJif COT, C*l*TO 5\TB TO »UC^', COTC3 

m ^fc®3 sn^TR, ^s«(l3 rtsf*3Tra ac<»i tro<, a-w wt3rf3 h« *tIi- wrc ^3 
®TTC§ 1 Wsm ^■'fCHC'Ft ST s ?li^ c \5«Tl3 ’Q^t’TR^TO G W'TKic^ ^cTTIC 6 ! ^^3 C^l^ 

3TnTO ewe* uto; ?(t^i t^Fnl-^rar aW^ij cctc>t ^cH»n3cw3 hi^ic^u cm 

TOG^n3t.T CTO, C^FPl SIRTTO HTOR5 3v? Hfb3 OT*T? TO CTOGR *1^- 

Cm^. epi^tR ^1*13 \5TF3' C3*‘13C3^ ^1*1 'A\b< CTO3 ^ 

TO*TOj;^r; a<N «r;*r; 3itC3 a$ ©r^cr c«icit ri ftIto a$ n^ TO sfa 

WTjr, % T3^, ^^3 a3\ ^313 CH1 c^ 3 313^T ^C® aTC'-FT, ^1^3 9 Tt3u33 G 33C33 st(3< 
TO, < TOC^T.^Fltl5G WC3T <T^3 3TC3 1 OTC3* ^3 Wldf4 HT^ TO 

®n^T3 313*115 3*3313 5*t3 353^3 ®T31 C3 3TOT3 3^13^21^3 ®3 < 'TR 43CC 3T^3 ; l 

<Mlt\S)<H C3T3 333 31X3^3 3*fT ^«\ N C^ 3^*fC3C^3 3^t C®TC3 *T^M3 a3t^ 
ST3T3 «TJ3 TOlr— ^T3T C3^1 & 5T3T 3T »(T33T3 5RTt, TO3T 53T315 *1^3 TOlt 

C3 Primary • Etlucation v?3 313*5T 33T 5Tsg333 # C3TWT 3T1 ?T3T 3T 

TO3RT 5T3T C3C*t3 C3T3 ST3T3 M^8T3 3TST, fOT, *3T**T, 33T5T 3*3*313 tOT 
* G 3Tt c K®(T3 SnTc^W 3?3TO3t 3*TOTC3* C3C3 C3«T, »T3l?'1 «tT3 CTO 3T I a33 t3 
CTO3 6Wf35 CWT3SW OTC33 ®(JT -3F33 C3R 3T3^T C3$, 5TC33 C3T3-333 TO! CTO 
TOT *Pf?\5 C3G3T *1*53 TO 3T, C33 3T ^ C3^1 twft 3f33lt ^3 C3t$ CTO 
3TC31 3RT3*TT3 tOTfHGl «TTC3T3-SrC3TC3 a3T m3 $T3T 5f^3 C311 aC33 ?3TO, 
CTO f33; TOT3 C3TC3 TO^T 3TOT35 CR^T TO C3C5T 3TI ^f TO 3T «W 
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COT SRI m? HT, v??!*!? *FCfcr, W*[ fOT *TTC? HT, CHC"t? RTTCTO TOR-TOtS? W? 
nyto to? ch$, £>tto? totc? wto amto tor-sto^ ^rr*m< TOto 4 !? tow 
CTO4CI5 CTO a-TO? ^ COTCH? TO? COT to; m* TOT? TORT? ?HH \C?N ?COT, 

tot wtW>w m$ frrro totto sot Sottsot ctoot cot to?t ?;:to 

5t to£ r<r^O H* HT 1 TORT ?Fto HOTfCHC?>? R?^T to, BTlfHl Wt 6 STTfo? 1 

OTT Hfc'HH WfCHto TO?*? ?^?T1 TO 5T5I, HOTR, TO?TO5Tl TO* WHICH? tofc 
HH-H<CH? H5$ TOST, R?t STTOTI ?TO$ $*T3OT to HOTfCH*!* TO5fHH TO COT? 
TOOT $f*TC? ?T<OTH? F*TGOT to COT? RTTOT $RC? ?TX^T? TOTC^' 

TO?T ^f? I TOR? Tttt ?H*t <TTfTOT \TTCH? OT TOF to; f?OT, 

OTH S 3CHTCH? H?TO? OT TOT?, HRlH'tot 6 ?Hl? OT <f£? to?? OTTStoOT 

ciTh?ih'j« ?’cf me?, toj to?t mstocH? tons sttotrrcto 

TO COT TOT amfo, TO? TO?T TO5TG H;? Wl$ ?2T ^ OTf*? HT C? TO?T 

ctch? afF tor? to; ?r^5 ctoIt, to? h;?? ^ tor? stht * toc?? hc?t 

^TOCTOT CTO ?TTOTt 3RCF HTf?fH TO? TOF COT TOOT ?TOt HR C?, TORT 
6$ TOPF ®*T«OT TO ?Tt$T H*l TOfH a* ?f?OT? w TOTto HST-ftWCOT, 
4* HT <w TT-?T^ J t? 6 CHTTORTSTT? t??^R TOl^RI? $THT TOT? STHTOT ?H^OT 

to, tor^t to, ton? cto^ti a* to? tot totr; totrt to 4 to totot*i 

TOT <*lo,LV R$CH, fH??T $THTO?R c t TOT TOT Urto I H-llCH? TO 
COT TOf TOT? TOT? a^fij TO to? TOT TOHTCH? TOHJ? to*H$ SCOT, WjTC^ HHI 
TOSlCH? $*TGOT? ^C3T TO TOF CTO? HT Ml TOfH $ttT? R. Circulation * a? 
SPOT? TOfR i^TOTOCn? TO? toto 2I5TC?? ®RT m^TTO ^ C? Ht?TOHT, «fl^T 
®T?m?T?OT fcto? TOST? ©HI Bill to 7 ?TW? ^OTto[ 

W? H? I ?T?? WH?T ??!?? ST^TT TOC? CHC^lf? C?, HH^o T<?? TO^H f FST^ 

ctof?OT? TOltoTl TOT5 TO HT, W^fOT CH?*t TOT? ®RT ®|fi*) ?TTOT^ <5|^jjT 
Circulation 5T?5T? H*T^ ^?TC?T 5? I Finance Bill TO TORT? mi? 
Circulation TO TO «^rf? ?T Municipal Bill a? C?m?e 

able?? TOT HC? 5?f? I ??H Government a? OT^? 

a^ RW3T aW HTC<F OTOT v5’ a T?TT W TOT ^ CTO? ?^ l I5TOT ?ST/T ?? '?Tt5TT- 
chc*t? 5R/a ar?to f*m c? mto tot ctos ht, sst* TO^TFTC?? SRT ??; 

tor-HTtOTT? CTOT-?TO Me ?T*R C? mTO?? TO f?, \5T’ TO^IFIC?? ^TT. ??; &W S 
ttoCH? TOT C? TO ?C?C¥ FR Wto W? C?t 1 a TO TOT HT TOR TO?? CRT 

to; i hmIh^oiI? towi TOch? to i wt? a^ ?T??ch? tor ot? totch? 
®TT?R TOTH? CTO?ff — WH tt ? TORT TORT fHRT ilTO? a^ Circulation SPT5TC?? 
f??7«ab?«T CTOf?l C?ITOT? C? ^? to CbTR^W W^T TOT H&HTl <3* n f ? ? CH 

a?^ TOWt ?TFR-5TTTO HOT? hunger-march TO?TO CTO WT^TR 

CTOC? H^C^CTO « COT? TOHto? TOTOR TO?RH, COTCH? CHt^ CW? W ?TOT 
TO7TTCH? CTO? TO CHtl H^?Tt TO5 $toCR a? R^? CHtC^? to 5TRT HTOCHT H? 
TO-fnftoOT a^ nt?OT? tor ott?^ ot? ^ht to? tow? tot Stroi a?t w$ 
rt?t ?fH a^: ?^; cot? a?p^1 rttcto« ot? toto h?,‘ ?fH a?^-Hm h ^t X; 
cwcto« am ?w tot ?r?, ot toto h^f ot ?rt ?*c? fro ?c?i a?t a£ ?t?»ht- 
afro ?bot? otIm'th sttf toc? i TOto wto wh?i w? to to; 

5W to toto ?r to; ntor to ^rt to, a^ ht? sum? *rrto Hfsr— 
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miw? ?r *< s i« i s-w? tot n*?fl?*$3fl? T«^cr cto wrpto 

*flfcIT? R$1 HRl, CHlGl, TOltoF HHHil $frtl *(P^H ^TOT fa?H 35T- 

. TOTTO5 HTTOT *??R $?T 3?^ Cb'Gl $f? 1 TOS5 $$t>T f TO? SRTS «TR?T 
?lt, 8TTOIT C*, *1 W FFR; TO? I *T^ 3H?T 5RTOTTO? TOT $ TOTOtT? Wf 

w fan to to ?rot> wtot? ®r?t r os 5m? toc tor toi 

. TOf?,’ H*iflH*\!>«fl? toft «R7TO, TO TOT ?ft 3TOT *TTO *m CTO a* a*l>r 
f??H Mfs? TO *?3$ TOT *f? ST^W’tCF, CT’TO TOTTO 4«TO TOT? afl\ 
TO^T *(PTO1 

®TT?5r CHC“t? R *&«*?( crTTOTT BT^T ? r ?tf. R fa ?? ?R*T ?*??R ®H? 

a«IA^TOT R*? 4-TO fa sp^ c ^Tl **T$ RTR cro^S TO^? SRlSFR? 8RT* 
CKC“t? 'a^lfa'S ^fa®, v^[<o J^ER^ RTC? •TT, <3$ l TOI*? 

3STR$ fTO 6 ^OT? <\<^t TO *R5? JR I Government TO TO 

TO, TOTTO TOi TO3t TO R, ®fCTO SCTOTOt^T ®TOI fa?AR? ?£? <5R TOT? 

to «rctf? tot^TOrtt «toi ?*a? 1 to ?*5 tar? to to*? aRrsfato btoi 
tort ®ra? ^(c<, nsrt? sirs r w ®rto jrrrI ‘W «*!«, bto w 

Wlc«l *T^ ®rRTOR <MCV, 15 1 TO 4*5/01? $T5T TOT? $RT ®(TTO 2TRTSFft?T5T 
«0R1 $& fm TOcTCR TO TO trM?l 30TO?T TO?T ^TO'TSTOt *TOfa CTTST 

5TTO *R tTO^TO TORT ^CTORTR spalH'^l 4$ STCOR? TO*t TO5 TOO TO I TO 
TOT. 0*1 IW 4$ *IR'i 'Sd’HITO TOf? TO OT’TO ??tR TO 4* 

TOCT ®TT 9 (HI?I5 ®OCR l ®TRTR? Hb*U WHIR 1 TO?T faRR 1 0*U<P CTO( ®TRT? 

^ ??1 TO^TO WT W:TO 5?, OT? SRT RTO^t 5? I «n?« Wfl 

’ 5^<T f? TO, TO TOT TO R, R TO^TO? TOTO RTCTO, C*t OT? to? C^t 

®w:nro? f to ?^C5 to?^ti 

(A member from the (oalition parl.v: ®TTTO? W„TO 

• • 

(5 wTO CTOTOI) ?T*TO to;-*^R8RR R Rt5Rl <P^5T?T «R TOTO^ 

BTR*f TOTTO^T RTC5T TO TO, fTO ®TM TOTO *%:? K^TOl? W *1^? TOTO. 
<flC5 5?T? R^ l >2TOR fofH ffRR Wl<st<1 *T^ ; ®TT? ®TRT fnTO 

RTHTO Rt-csrrel JTTOTl 5?\ t CTT5T ?T»TOTl c^TOT «*? ®P3? TO 

•tT, 50fl? CTOT. ^RT <3 ?TOT TO? TO5 mi? ?T ; tof? ^ « Rlrt ®(F8C «*? 

mt tot ®n? 5T?«rt? ^V'u rtto? rr to «•? to »?r *rr? ?ri 
®n? €*? wsri-^i©? b"?, Wc? ®nra? ho^ ^ a^T? ?ri c?r •tt chi^I 
*R\, S0lT5? CH?^ JF^TTT C?\, Rt-C^l6*l JF?T5T?T 54^ at?^ RTRCl? I 
Sfltc? f??JR CTO - tow TOR $RT CF^T TOR, ^ 

(The mem ber^ having reached th# time-limit resumed Jiib seat.) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Mr- Speaker, Sir, on 
more than one (jerasion on the floor of tins House, I tried to impress 
upon # this Government, particularly on the Ilon’ble the P'inanee 
Minister, to explore new avenues of taxtion, and in this connection, 
Sir, I impressed upon the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister the necessity 
of levying a licence-fee on the Turf Club of Calcutta. 
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Sir, it is an eleventh-hour surprise for me to find that a member 
belonging to the Coalition Party has abruptly moved for the circula- 
tion of this motion of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Sir, I can understand this motion being moved by a member of the 
other party. Am I to take it, Sir, that this is a motion on behalf of 4 
Government and on behalf of the present Cabinet, I mean the Treasury 
Benches ? 

Sir, we know, and know very well, that the Coalition Party in a 
meeting decided finally that this Bill would not only be introduced 
but that it would be considered and passed in the same session. (Cries 
ol “No, no” from the Coalition Benches.) 

Mr. ABOUL WAHAB KHAN: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
honourable member entitled to refer to decisions of party meetings? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He is telling the truth! 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: No, it is not true. 

Mr* SPEAKER: 1 hope honourable members will realise, that if 
the proceedings or decisions of party meetings are brought forward 
before this House, then the danger is that, every internal detail of 
parties will be discussed by others, which is not at all desirable, 
because there sire many things which are said freely and frankly in 
party meetings. I hope, therefore, Mr. Hashewy will not refer to 
decisions of party meetings. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Especially when they are untruths 
and misstatements! ' 4 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: As if you have got* the 
monopoly of telling the truth! * 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : What, is the back- 
ground, Sir, behind the Behala dog racing? Sir, you will remember 
that by an executive order the Behala dog racing was introduced a 
few months ago. Abruptly, the Ilon’ble the Home Minister stopped 
it. lie then told us that dog racing was reintroduced by an executive 
order, on the plea that a certain amount would be paid to the tuber- 
culosis fund of His Majesty the King Emperor. 

Sir, we were so long expecting that this executive order would 
expire on the dlst March, VJM; instead we find that a Bill has been 
introduced by Government for legalising dog racing and thereby 
taking some fax out of that. We were also expecting that, in 
addition to the amusement tax, betting tax and, if possible, income- 
tax and super-tax, the llouTde the Finance Minister would certainly 
levy a licence-fee, which would yield uot less than a lakh of rupees 
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from this *Behala dog-racing. But in spite of our expectations what 
w© find is this: that this Bill will go for circulation for eliciting 
public opinion thereon ! 

Sir, public opinion on this matter has already been given by 
^ every section of the people of Bengal. Newspaper comments on this 
subject are more than sufficient, and the different associations in 
Calcutta and also outside Calcutta have already given their opinions. 
Therefore, Sir, further eliciting public opinion is absolutely unneces- 
sary. May I ask the llon’ble Ministers: what is the motive behind 
this circulation motion? Sir, 1 can understand that there is some- 
thing going on behind it. It this Bill is passed into law this evening, 
the National Sports Club cannot be made further great. J have got 
information that the National Sports Club, who are responsible for 
introducing this dog racing, have paid substantially to some members 
of this House. 1 will go further and say that they have also paid to 
some members of Government to perpetuate this nuisance in the 
suburbs of Calcutta. 

Sir, ij: that is so, if this Bill is passed into an Act, no more money 
can be taken from that Club illegally, (J)r. Naunaksjia Sanyal: 
Hear, hear) — J say illegally. I have got in my possession an account 
book of that particular Sports Club, flow much do they pay to 
certain members of the Coalition Baity and some members of the 
Cabinet, I mean the Treasury Bench and how much do they spend 
for • certain other ©purposes; — the account is there. It is being 
audited or it will be audited very soon and it will be dear from the 
audit report 

Dr. NALINAK&HA 8ANYAL^ Us. 1,000 to Mr. Nooruddin. 

tyr. # SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I do not know that. I 
would appeal to all members of all sections of this House, particularly 
I yould appeal to the Hon ble the IH nance Minister, not to accept 
this nrtdion for circulation. In that case the burden of the whole 
thing will fall on him that In* has shelved this Bill, and he has not 
made an sfttempt. to pass this Bill into an Act. Time has come for 
us to study things from every angle of vision. There are parties in 
Calcutta and in the suburbs who are prepared to give lakhs and lakhs 
of rupees and who are ready to pay Rs. 200 or Its. *100 as contribution 
to Tuberculosis .Fund if they jfhe allowed to havt* stadiums for the 
Carnivals not in Calcutta but in the suburbs of Calcutta. If this 
• Bill is passed into ail Act to-day, there will be competitions amongst 
the persons who have inclination to start stadiums or similar sports 
clubs juid thereby Government will be able to realise a large amount 
of amusement tax, entertainment tax, betting tax, income-tax as 
well as' licence-fee, and if they also levy a heavy licence-fee, say,* 
Rs*. 2 lakhs for giving permission to introduce stadiums or sports 
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club in Calcutta, then there will be an effective check both on 
promoters of these clubs and on people who are engaged in gambling. 
It will be our duty to see that Government get more money for the 
poor. It is our view that such clubs must pay more money for rural 
uplift, for primary education and similar other things. For these 
purposes Government must have new sources of income. When we* 
have every opportunity to tax a particular sports club who are ready ■ 
to pay and who are even ready to pay licence-fees for the purpose 
why is the Government delaying to levy this tax? If this Bill is 
passed into law, there will he lots of applications from other parties 
for similar things. We know we have no power to stop it, because 
Government will exercise their executive power and give licences to 
parties for this purpose which no one, he he a Hindu, Muslim or 
Christian, will like. But under the circumstances as we are placed, 
we will have to see that these things are not continued under 
executive orders. In that case there will he no money forthcoming 
in the coffers of the provincial exchequer. It is our bounden duty to 
pass this Bill into an Act. With these words I would appeal to the 
members of the Coalition Party to rise up and say whether it is true 
that this morning it was decided that this Bill will not be considered 
hut that it will go out for circulation, (kr. Annul, Wahah Khan 
AND OTIIKRS 1'ltOM THK COALITION GllOUP : No.) 

Let the Chief Whip of the party say so. I appeal to the members 
to try their level best to have this Bill considered and passed this, 
evening moved hy the Hon’hle the Finance Minister. 

» 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: 1 thought that irresponsibility was 

the privilege of Mr. Abu Hussain fcarkar, hut 1 ,now find that other 
members of this House are also indulging in the same reckless sport. 

(Interruptions from the Opposition Benches.) # 

• * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope even if the members do not indulge in 

dog racing, they will carry on this debate, on the day they will leave 

for the vacation, in a sporting spirit. (Laughter.) 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN I : Just before I rose to speak the 

honourable member who addressed the House, started by making a 
statement that is as far removed from truth as is the moon from me. 
He has in the course of his speech stated that certain members of the 
Government or Government party have thought it wise to circulate 
this Bill for eliciting public opinion just because they felt* that if the 
Bill was enacted into law their hold on the National Sports Club would 
cease, with the result that the financial support and ‘remuneration that 
they had been accustomed to would also terminate. Sir? as a 
, responsible governor of the National Sports Club I want to make it 
clear (interruptions from the Opposition Benches). 
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MK SPEAKER' Order, order. I think you will realise that even 
though you do not agree, everybody is entitled to have his say. If 
there is any drowning of the voice, the very principle of the debate 
falls through and 1 think the majority of the House will do exactly 
the same thing to the minority. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: I want to make it absolutely dear to 
the House and 1 do not fear any honest contradiction, that there is 
absolutely no truth in the statement made by the member who has 
just spoken. The records of our club are clean and clear, and I 
challenge not only the member who just spoke but any member of the 
Opposition to prove that for certain financial consideration responsible 
members of the (lovernment or ol this Party have decided to circulate 
this Bill 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will you contradict that some 
memlKM's of the Ooalition Parh are paid something? 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: I hope Dr. Sanyal will at least 
credit me with common-sense and with the education to understand 
the English language 4 as site is spoken. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Be straight as the dog races. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHANI: If you followed that straight-track, 
you would do much better in life. 1 do not propose to make any 
further comments on the speech just made. 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN 8ARKER: J can at once 

... N agendra Nath Sen of tin* Opposition, Maulvi Abdul Latif 

Biswas, and some other members of the Coalition Party wanted to 
sjjeak on the motion before the House.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I purposely wanted to close this debate now, 
hip 1 am perfectly willing to continue it if I am given this assurance 
that while one member will speak there will be absolutely no interrup- 
tion : if that assurance is given I am quite prepared to prolong the 
debate, but, otherwise, if this debate is carried on as before, it will be 
very difficult todteep control. I liope whether it is*tbe right wing or 
the left, there will be no shouting so long as the speeches are going 
on. A • 


Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : TOtf* TOTO? «n*C* TOTC 

cro to - fi^RT \ to; tops tout tot w ctt 

TOpiWfa a* House a* Leader, WTO TO! 
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6 3C33T fafa, b*Wt4 13>6U< 7W TO73 <M3TOM a3* TO3 *Pt aRTTCTS 3^- 

to ctoct? st?©g re spr stcto toto t433U*h a5R f©?7 re 3*7 3rifaT3 
«t*r©vr1 <3 *tf ©73 34337*7 ©wc© tott w 3 $$ ^ttstt 3i$3tfa re£ sri* to 
^ I 8$T 3*27 Tfat© ETfal 

(There were interruptions from the Opposition Benches.) - 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must say, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, that if next" 
time I find you are interrupting, I will have to take the power that I 
have got into my hands and see that interruptions do not recur. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : TOHlu TOVfT 7C7I73, «TT3f7 £777, 
«RT TOR tatt*<U, $rTTO73 faT^R TOR 1*7431, 377 3f©T C77 3T ©TC33 Leader R37 
l4* % <TsiCv5 $C&7, STTOT C4K «*£H 5^T5JTO f<HJ TIjfa 7T I fanjl 5TT73T at - C<HUlf<=l*l*l 
TOR CHMRTOT 3^©T fat© fa3^R H£cR CTOreRT faRJ 7$T3l a3% a$ House 

43 Leader «$©l fat© fa\if C3 347 SfRTO 343C© E7T3, ©Wfa>74G ftJ4 

S>1$ 347 <4305 W^TfR ref 337*7 l ©*TCT TOTTR Order 3T STTreTO^ 3T 4©$^ .TOT 
4?37T TOT ©W« TOfa £777 1 4733 5TJ73 CTO377 3©$ C©£ re3T$3T W ©f«7 <433T 

TO© TTfi^RT Rlbl^©! <4 331 *TTO7fa747 <$©( 4f3t© 773, ©©$ ©T3T facS 7 H 3 <1717,3 a<\ 
<1< 3fa3T TO 4t3 I ®(T3 ^TWGTORT ©WTO C3$ 343 R$©T 3TO3 4T7t£ 75 

4£ <TO3 TOTO$3T OTTO 3FT3 4f«T 7741 3T3; TO^ [TTRS'I TO 03 3f©T fa37*7 

©W3 TO47R $77174 37^73 4737 4TTOST 4£ 75 ®T^T7 TO7T 4$T3 C7 7¥T T^C^R 

irorro, crrofro ttT4c 4 TOfa terro, 73347^ Tit* hwro, a^ £<tt toI faro 

*r7 5T2T 4T©fa 4f337M, [7^ ®TTf7 fagrrTO 4fa a*R fa far $$t©C* ? TT^TT 
fafaT7 aT^T 3l7r 1 TOfa fa(7T34 I STTTfa R*T7© TO TO7T R©T 7^ Tfa, fa 
fam 77T TtcT TO7T 7© ^ 7TO CTTirtTO nt(H?[ facTTTl CTOTO 7T7^T7 ^TO^R 
Rfa© TO <4771 fa I f<^ TOTTO ?7faT7 RItT a«R aC7WC7 «{©4© ^7T faTTOfl 
a^ TOTT7 £7 $73*77 a$: $R7T C7 ®rf3R7 STT^TTO I« k C v 7 aTs ^347 e 5CcT7 faj^CR ^"’^37 
7f7OT?5T© <TTO7 fc fac© C7 fWT3 75T7 t?fat©C^ a<N ^77^751 717 ST7T «fa7T !(R^, 

©WC© bfafa CTTTOF, ®(©r TO7RT, TO TO 77©S ©TfaTT G3T 7W 

©W 7©fa TfaCOTI TOTltTO 7TH7 f77^7 7W 4TO 73/&7TOI House a< 
Leader 3TO TOl TOTRTO « 7^l7'5TO TOR C 7 sn^RT, 7©TO $PTTO 35T7 

T^fTO RTRF ^ CTO7RT ©W 7©T 7f77lt TO 747C© TORI C7W£ TOfW toHR 
fTOFTO 7^ 3t» It 73 «*(R TTTSf to ( a Member from the Congress side: 
C3R “$U^IH"lt© 3CTO l) TOTTO fTOTO 35TTO 777^ Rfa TfaTO — ^J3T gUR t tH3 

fa^C^R a© fwr TnTO 5TTOtt©t¥l 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. J do not think I have allowed you 
generally to make a reply to the different points of view raised by the 
members. You are forgetting that the point here is not the respective 
position of the different parties but the motion that the Bill be circulated. 


Maulvi MO. MOZAMMEL HUQ : ®llf7 m$. point a tRtbuofa l fa*5 

- «tTfTO3 TOT TOTTO $73, TOTO3 TO3 $77, & 7*T3T 777*7 

7737 ©TTO $33, Tfa TOTT TO77 3RT 73, ©W 7^17 TOICK3 37 T^C© a^$T «7R 



433 


19*9.] GOVERNMENT BILL. 

• , 

rair fSfosi $$ 5 ^ srrfa re faro Tost sre^ point a* fat* strfacTO \ 
$ffW* r«*tu «rrae 4^ <f«tfci ^ i TOrtsrre* faM fro srrcfc? ffw fro to 
wto to, rest f *MT fro Altera fro srTOre «*ot to refare wit to re 
TOT ^ CTOT faTOT 5PT5T STTO TO?T TO"tTO fare Mm ^ reTOre «(OT; 
TOTTO«[TOfa*TTOt * * * * 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: There are ladies in the House, 
and I am afraid we cannot listen to such language. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact there was so much shouting 
at that time that T could not hear him. I hope Maulvi Mozammel Huq 
will realise his position as a member of this House. This is not the 
only occasion, there was another such occasion, but unless there is 
less noise when a member is speaking it is not possible for the Speaker 
to follow what the member sa\ s. There is a constant humming noise. 
May I suggest that this is not the place where laughing and humming 
noise can go on? 1 ask the members that when a member speaks 
there should be less humming noise, and unfortunately this House is 
so situated that if there is any humming noise it is ver\ difficult for 
me to follou what the members say. 1 am told that there was an 
expression which should not have been Used and 1 hope Maulvi 
Mozammel Huq will realise that the proceedings of this House have to 
be carried on with decorum and dignity. 1 will take steps to expunge 
tka^ part of the proceedings (I do not know where it is), but 1 do 
hope that this shouhT not recur. 

. • 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I think after what the 
speaker on the oilier side lias done, if he is allowed to proceed with 
his speech the onh course left open to us is to go out and return after 
he h^s finished. After that performance I do not think he is entitled 
to speak. 


*Mr 4 8PEAKER: You can take it from me that when he used that 
expression it did not strike me. So T allowed him to proceed, hut if I 
find any pccasion in future when there is any such reference I shall 
immediately stop it. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: On both sides 

Babu NAREADRA NARAYAVtf CHAKRABARTY :* fa* TO 

tost «nfa trot rere a?*** **rr rerere fa, res*re« ^ i wtot 

*tot $re TO fa re a«ore TOror i • 

Mr. 8ANT06H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to the remarks made 
by Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan “on both sides”, I would only say that we 
treat stich language and such statement with the contempt that it 
deserves. 

29 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, it is no use unnecessarily 
bringing albout any controversy- There were expressions to which 
objections were taken, and I hope there should be no repetition. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN : With all respect to the (’hair, may ^ 
I point out that our esteemed friend Mr. Chakrabarty has made a personal 
attack on our rejected leader and it is beyond our toleration. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, please. I still think that the Assembly is 
a place where if the Opposition attack bitterly the Coalition Party or the 
Government and think that they will not be attacked in return they are 
mistaken. And if the Coalition think that if they attack the Opposition 
they will not be attacked in return they are equally mistaken. Each side 
will attack the other, without entering into personalities and without 
mentioning names. Up till now (1 was ver\ carefully watching) there 
was no personal attack. Anvway, the question arose nol with regard 
to personal attack but with legard to certain indecorous language which 
was used. 

Maulvi MIZ. MOZAMMEL HUQ : mn.'la mwjn TOpqt, mj 

3 s 'far 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will \ ou please speak on the subject-matter of 
( ht' motion? The motion is for the circulation of the Bill for eliciting 
public opinion. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: srrft point fep 

wfarcfa 1 (R \ I H A REN 1)H*A N ATJI CHAU PH Pr RJ WOT 

*r\) wtt z*$ wrefat Rh*ri raw z*\*m ^ wist w *t^qrr z$zm 
zsm f^TCBRrr 9 rrm z$m $ra1- 

«r«i sitcra w « mx t e zfom shot 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. This 
honourable member (1 give him the ennrt.se> of calling him an honourable 
member) after the performance he has made this evening lias, T think, 
forfeited his right to that expression and to that appellation. In spite 
of that he has reverted to his former mannei of talking. He says “OT 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : <71$ Mtfll ^fvtOsf* « 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: He still maintains it. 

. (At this stage all the members of the Congress and Krishak Proja 
Parties walked out of the Chamber.) • 
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dlaulvi * MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : re* SKT mfa <f5Tto— 

tott « ni«ihuT*R 3 $ot srr&s spot *i«i4CM ^tot* wm" 1 
*tta> $*RT 4lto 4to, sralra tott ®nwt 4to fTO3T 

SIR* «TT*re *TTRR, TORT fl* TO W WlA W fato TOT TORT tTOC 
5TRR TO to nw< $otr 4to TOTO Slfro ^ TOTFR fafa HV&HUMi 
tHHWOT 3*R TO CTOR H«K2$ »$UR, W MH C4P4PS CTOT re «f8C2R ?r$T 9T5 CTOF 

TOroy tore sore, to croml? ^ tot fTO sr c*t*to to; 

TO*a b$'<$'°{ TO fa 3T cTO®1 1 TOTFR TO^RTOT SI TO tot TOTTOR afo ‘*CTO®1“ 
$* 3RTR tot? TOtMR 3RTO R ^xCSOT RORF to— OTR afa W TORT 
^ tot arere torrtw: totuj ctor to? rttrr sir ' it tor srrto 1 fara: 

J*fa5T TOTCR CTOlfTO tol? CTOTOR TO 3 3^1 TO.JT? 3TTTO TO *T^ 4^ TOST 
5foTO « TORT *513 sis afSTO TOT*P5fa l 

Dog Racing 3T ^3 to TOR W 5*TOF Ul tofar fTORTt ($*T 
44l*CPW T, TOR $n? TO3T 38TT S*TOt R a* tofatot, Si^p CW, <HMl*Hl, 33$to 3T 
fai; 4CTO TOS TO 43TTO; *$T 5$R fTOT « TO?T TO fa 5$T\? ’OR? < TO3 *TOT 
toro ra $rt ttt tot OTt 3toT tor to «\hin^ 3f?r 4fro, rvirr to* 

RT^tBT ^TTf «T aitR 53 1 

(At. this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resinned 
his seat.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I am sorry to intervene in the debate at a time when so much heat 
has been displayed *on the motion of tin 1 ITon’ble the Finance Minister 
for consideration of this Bengal Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill. 
I think Re gave us to understand in his budget speech to raise 
Rs. 12 lakhs by ungraduated taxation on professions, trades, callings 
and employments and also a further sum by taxation on betting on 
dog-racing. And in pursuance of that statement 1 think, he has 
bmlgbt this Bill for including (log-racing and betting within the 
Bengal Amusement Tax Act. It is too late in the day to say that 
(leg-racing should be encouraged by any one in i I k* House, especially by 
members of the Coalition Group in which Muslims are in a majority. 
It has been stated by the Opposition, 1 think, rightly that this Coalition 
Party, or the Ministers who depend mainly for their support on that 
party, should either agree to tax this betting or just to do away with 
dog-raeing. So long, dog-racing has been allowed in Bengal without 
permission from the Assembly on the plea that it is contributing to 
the King Geoifce Anti-Tuberculosis Fund. I am one of those persons 
who do not attach any importance to the game and the theory of good 
end justifying unlawful means. I am not an admirer of that kind of 
service to a gr*at cause, be it anti-tuberculosis or any other, if that 
cause* is served by illegal means. But that has been tolerated, and 
tolerated now for a pretty long time. I do not know what is in the 
n^ind of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. As I have already pointed 
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out, by this Amusement Tax Bill, 1 think, the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister proposes to levy taxation on dog-racing. In that view of the 
matter, I support that the Bill be taken into consideration. But if he 
means that he will withdraw the Bill, as he does not want to give 
legal sanction by including it in the Bengal Amusement Tax Act, then, 
of course, he should have make it clear to the House and that the 
opinion of the country is required to determine whether this tax should 
be imposed on it or whether dog-racing should be included in the 
Bengal Amusement Tax Act. As at present advised — and I have seen 
the Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill — I am of opinion that it should 
be taken into consideration and, therefore, I would like to oppose the 
motion for circulation (Cries of : “Hear, hear,” from Congress 
benches), unless, of course, I hear from the Finance Minister why he 
supports this motion for circulation or why be ' thipks that further 
opinion is necessary. 

There is one other question which 1 want to put to the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister before I conclude. The other day when there 
was a motion for the circulation of a Finance Bill, T heard the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister say -“I have never heard that a Finance Bill 
is ever moved for circulation.” Now 1 want tct know from him whether 
or not this Bengal Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill is a Finance 
Bill, and if his reply is in the affirmative, whether he should himself 
support the motion for circulation. With these words, I beg to 
commend the motion for consideration of the Bit 1 to the acceptance 
of tin* House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand that it is not the intention of the 
Finance Minister, as he has expressed to me, that 'this matter should 
not be brought before the House during this session, and, therefore, he 
wants that the time for eliciting public opinion should be fixed f^aVier 
than the 30th June, so that the matter may be brought up again before 
the House in this session. That, however, is a matter entirely for you 
to decide. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, may I be permitted to explain the 
attitude that this side of the House has taken up over the matter of 
dog-racing P 1 realise that this question has been fully misunderstood 
by my friends opposite, and it is therefore that they have indulged 
very much in matters which do not rightly come within the issues of 
this case. 

Now, Sir, first cSf all I formally move a short notice motion that 
this Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thefeon by the 20th 
of April 1939. Let me tell my honourable friends that it is not'at all 
the desire of this side to defer the consideration of this Bill. There 
are only two courses left open to us, and we have applied our attention 
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to tbfcm. .We may tell the honourable members opposite that we are 
sorry to find — and it is no wonder to us to find — that this motion was 
opposed by my friend Or. Sanya! , Mr. Chakrabarty and my esteemed 
friend Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy. Sir, when the motion for circulation 
was moved, the intention was to see that dog-racing is not perpetuated 
but that dog-racing is abolished, if possible. Therefore, we wanted to 
consult the public opinion of the country in its legal aspect, its social 
aspect, in its religious aspect, and in all its aspects. That was the 
reason, — but not that this Bill be deferred for the purpose of perpetuat- 
ing it — not. for the purpose of not getting any tax out of it, not that 
anything should not go to the colters of the State in order to help the 
needy and the poor of the country. First of all, it is well known to all 
members of this House as well as to people outside that the members 
on this side of the House are not very much in favour of dog-racing, 
because so far as we .the Mahomedans arc concerned, we do not want 
to have any income out of a thing which is said to be illegal and not 
permissible under I be religious instructions of the Muslims. Even, 
Sir, I may tell you that it there be a tax on prostitution . 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Will >ou, Mr. Bari, leave that 
part out?' # 


• Maulvi ABDUL BARI: I do. Sir. Therefore it is our desire that 
it should be abolished. But it is at the same time our desire also that 
ao'Jpng as it continues we must get something out of it and must, not 
allow the people to run the show without paying anything to the State. 
Now, it is* also necesfan that to examine things which may not he 
quite to our knowledge — for example, its legal aspect ; and I think it 
will be quite wise sfnd proper for *Us to ascertain public opinion by the 
2(jt,h of April and not to extend the time till the dOtli of dune, so that 
why* ^his Hill is passed, it ma\ as well be that this tax may he 
collected from the 1st oi April with retrospective effect, as was the case 
wijh the Finance Bill that was passed the other day. Therefore, Sir, 
there iteed not be any apprehension that this side of the House is going 
to shelve the Bill altogether or not to tax dog-iacing. As regards the 
observatioh that fell from the mouth of Mr. Chakrabarty that somebody 
was going to be benefited out of it, it is a tiling not to our knowledge, 
and we do not care to know what is going on behind. We believe there 
is nothing like that and therefore there need not be any apprehension. 
This, Sir, woukl he justified on* the day when the* Bill will be taken 
into consideration after the 20th April. Therefore, Sir, with a view 
not to extend the date further, I propose that the Bill be circulated 
for eliciting public opinion thereon by the 20th April. 

Babii NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Sir, I rise to oppose the short 
notice Amendment of Mr. Abdul Bari and support Dr. Sanyal that th*i 
Bill need not be circulated. 
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Sir, the grounds which have been urged by my friend MV. Bari are 
absolutely without any justification. This Bill was published, as I see 
from the copy, on the 7th of February, 1939, that is, just two months 
ago. When a month later the Bengal Finance Bill which has since' 
been passed into law, proposed to levy an ungraduated tax of Rs. 30^. 
a year from professional men, service-holders, and certain other 
persons, I proposed that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public * 
opinion thereon. I did so, Sir, on the 7th of March. But opposing my 
humble motion the Hon’ble the Finance Minister was pleased to say 
to this effect — “I have never heard, Sir, that a Finance Bill has ever 
been circulated for eliciting public opinion.” Further on, that very 
evening he was also pleased to say, in answer to my submission that a 
Finance Bill ought to emerge from a Finance Committee, as follows: 
“Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen has just said that, when a Finance Bill is 
introduced, it lias got to be approved by a Finance Committee. This 
is a novel procedure which l think 1 have not heard anywhere but from 
some of the Congress members.” Now, I would ask very respectfully 
of the Hon’ble Minister how much water has flown down the Ganges 
since the 7th March up till this day, the 6th of April, that ’he is very 
glad to accommodate a motion for circulation? And how Can my 
friend Mr. Bari move such a motion on a Bill of this nature which has 
been for the last two months before the public, and for what period? 
Between this day and the 20th April there are only 14 days, if not 13, 
--is it not cheating, pun* and simple? Because, the Coalition Party * 
have taken it into their head that the Bill should not be taken into 
consideration this very da.\ f therefore it should be sent out, for circula- 
tion. It is not a practical proposal. No one lias ever heard that a 
Finance Bill should lx* circulated twil> tor 14 days. That is a very 
small space of time. Even within these 14 da\s, to-morrow is Good 
Friday, then there are the Easter holidays, Chaitra Sankranti an^ the 
Bengali New Year’s l)a\ . Thereafter we meet on the 17th April. 

So there is nothing of a charm in the 20th April. 

Sir, as regards the justice of a taxation of this nature, there can- be 
no doubt. Nobody on the other side or this side of the House has ever 
said that this tax should not he levied. As regards dog-racing, -it w$s 
suggested in the last budget session that it ought to be taxed, by 
including it withiu the category of the Bengal Amusement Tax Act, 
1922. Mr. Bari has not said anything why this tax should he post- 
poned for a few days. His only justification is that if the Bill be taken 
into consideration on the 20th April, then it may have some retrospec- 
tive effect so as to snake it applicable from the 1st of April last. We, 
Sir, while at school learnt from Rowe’s Hints the distinction between 
crime, vice and sin. * 

Some items are crimes, and some vices, and some sins. Dog-racing 
is hit by two of them at least,— either it is a sin or it is a crime ! That 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


439 


it 10 % sin* has practically been admitted by Maulvi Abdul Bari, and 
that it is a crime is apparent to any one who has ever turned over the 
pages oi the Indian Penal Code. If that is so, then why this solicitude 
'for postponing the consideration of this Bill, at least for a fortnight P 
There is no justification. It is a crime, and, therefore, if it is 
abolished, no one will be more glad than the members on our side, and 
I think Maulvi Abdul Bari will be more glad than any of us. If it is 
a crime — which admittedly it is — and has not got the sanction of law, 
then it should be abolished. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that l)r. Sanyal is finding a good com- 
panion on this side! (l)r. Nalin \ksha Sanym.: Yes, Sir.) 1 hope 
there will not be any telepathic messages! (Laughter.) 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U : Sir, 1 shall be grateful if you 
will allow me two minutes only to speak on this motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

• 

M Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, 1 am absolutely at a loss to 
widerstand the move made bv my esteemed friend Mr. Abdul Bari, the 
master tactician of the Coalition Party. (Laughter.) By moving a 
» short-notice amendment that this Bill he circulated for (diciting public 
opinion by 1 lie 2t)fh April, lie has reduced the whole thing to an 
.absolute fiycc, if 1 nitty use that expression without meaning any dis- 
respect to my honourable friend. It would have been much more 
understandable, it would have be#n far more reasonable, if my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari had moved a short -notice amendment that this Bill be 
circulated for eliciting the opinion of the Coalition party by the 20th 
Apfil (Laughter.) 

# Sir, 1 can quite understand Mr. Abdul Bari's difficulty and the 
difficulty of those members of the Coalition party, who have got. to 
keep the strings of the party secure in their hands, that any division 
to-day* in This meeting iniglii 1*» extremely eiiibni rassing to them, in 
view of the attitude of some members of the Coalition party, notably 
my honourable and esteemed friend Khan Bahadur dalaluddin Ahmed, 
who has had the courage and the foresight 1o make his position 
perfectly clear in opposition to this hateful practice of dog-rating at 
Behala. My friend Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed has gone so 
far as to suggest to the Hon ’bio the Chief Minister and his colleagues 
and supporters in the Coalition party that not only should a tax be 
imposed on (log-racing, so long as it proceeds there in defiance, in 
utter Sefianee, of ordinary law of the land, but that Government should 
go further and take stock of the legal position in order to arrive 
a definite conclusion that the practice should be stopped as early as 
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possible. That is the position which the Khan Bahadur has taken up 

this evening on the floor of this House. 

Having regard to all these conflicting views, which have either 
been expired or entertained by some members of the Coalition Party, 

I can fully appreciate my friend Mr. AbduT Bari’s move to move; a 4 
short-notice amendment which, to say the least of it, is singular in its 
utter ludicrousness, viz., that public opinion is to be taken on a taxa- 
tion measure, and public opinion of the sort that can be expected 
within a fortnight should be elicited — a fortnight largely consisting 
of, or the greater part of which is taken up by holidays! Under the 
circumstances, I would like the Coalition Party to have the courage, 
if they have really got it, to face the position fairly and squarely 
either to support the circulation motion, if they .really have the 
courage to do it and face the public with a motion of that character, 
or to oppose it and send this motion directly to the vSeleet Committee 
as has been suggested by another amendment, t do not desire, Sir, 
to travel into those regions in which I might be treading upon tender 
corns. 1 have great tenderness for the tender corns of members of 
the Coalition Party, and, so far as I am concerned, I shall not, follow 
the example of some of m\ friends who have not only trodden upon 
those tender corns but ha\e mercilessly crushed them. 

I would, therefore, voice my protest in opposition to the last 
amendment of Mr. Ahdul Bari which he lias put forward as an utter 
counsel (if despair. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I want now to adjourn the House, and after 
adjournment 1 shall call upon one member of the •Coalition Party to 
speak, and thereafter the Hou’hle the Finance Minister will speak. 

(The House was then adjourned for twenty minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Maulv.ABDUL LATIF BI6WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion of m\ honourable friend Mairlvi Abdul Bari. 

Sir, in the beginning, 1 would Orike to say that personally I am 
opposed to dog-racing, and I may also assure the members opposite 
that many of my friends on this side also oppose this measure of taxa* 
tion (Mr. Santosh Kumar Bastt : Measure of taxation?)— I am 
sorry, measure of dog-racing from the very beginning. I may remind 
the House that Bengal is not inhabited by Mussalmqjis alone. From 
the religious point of view, Muesalmans are opposed to dog-facing. 
From the religious point of view* Mussalmans cannot support this 
measure at all. At the same tim#, Sir, we are fully alive and conscious 
•* the that any measure which is passed by the Government of 
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Bengal should have the sanction not of this or that community alone 
buWhould get the sanction of all the people inhabiting this province. 

There has been condemnation and wholesale condemnation from 
that side and I have fotond that my friend, Mr. Jalaluddin ITashemy, 

> has levelled bitter criticism against this Bill. But I should say that 
my friend has missed* the intention which actuated the moving of the 
motion for eliciting public opinion. The consideration should not be 
taken at this hour simply because public opinion should be taken, 
whether the length and breadth of the province will support this Bill 
and the principle of this Bill, or not. I find that there is the motion in 
the agenda paper moved by my friend, Dr. Sanyal, to the effect that 
the Bill he referred to the Select Committee. If that motion be 
accepted, I should say that it would be doing injustice to the province 
as a whole. If once this Bill he referred to a Select Committee, the 
principle of the Bill is accepted in the beginning. That is why this 
motion has been moved before this House that the Bill be circulated 
foi eliciting public opinion. I have already stated that it is the inten- 
tion of th,e mover of this motion that public opinion should be taken 
and it should be considered whether the public are in favour of passing 
this Bill or in favour of*rejecting it, whether the public are in favour 
T)f adopting the principle of the Bill nr whether they are in favour of 
rejecting it altogether; and with that end in view, the motion for 
circulation was moved. But, Sir, my friend, Mr. Bari, bus moved a 
motion cutting short the period for circulation. That motion is very 
reasonable, hut I am sorry to say that my esteemed friend, Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Ba^u, has said that the motion may be described as a farce 
and it may be passed in order to elicit the opinion of the Coalition 
Party. He has, at t lie same time, said that the major portion of the 
period will lie passed within the holidays. But I would like to repeat 
thi^frgument of my friend, Mr. Bari, who has said that after the 
publication of this Bill it was before the public and public opinion 
m^ have been forthcoming and that in why Mr. Bari is proposing this 
motion* to he circulated for public opinion for this short period. 
Public opinion may he forthcoming which may support or reject the 
principle of dog-racing, and 1 think this period will be sufficient to 
get that opinion. Tile holidays will not stand in tin* way of sending 
the opinions of different parties to- the Legislature during the holidays. 

Sir, I may say that the Coalition Party is nrtf in a position to 
accept the principle nor are they in a position to reject it. They* are 
conscious of their duties and responsibilities that this Government will 
have to consider ever} opinion and the pros and cons of the matter. 
With that end *n view circulation motion has been moved. With 
these words I support the motion of my friend Mr. Abdul. Bari. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJA'N BARKER: I can at once say 
that although I want to raise some money from dog-racing/ I am. not 
30 
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in favour of dog-racing. My purpose in introducing this Bill was that 
if dog-racing is continued, the State should not be deprived of ‘"this 
revenue. In 1922, when the Amusement Tax Act was enacted, dog- 
racing was not in vogue. There were two parts of that Amusement 
Tax — one for entertainment and another for bettjng. So far as the 
entertainment tax was concerned, the definition was wide enough to 
include even dog-racing and we are getting some entertainment tax 
out of dog-racing but we could not, because of sections 14 and 23, 
impose tax on betting in dog-racing. That is why I introduce this 
Bill. But, Sir, I also know that most of the supporters of Govern- 
ment are against dog-racing. They want to stop dog-racing as soon 
as possible. But if this Act is passed, then, it will practically by 
implication legalise dog-racing and it will not come within the 
mischief of the Calcutta Police Act and the Bengal Public Gaming 
Act. That is why when L found that they were vehemently opposed to 
dog-racing itself, I was prepared to accept the circulation motion to 
give them time and also to enable the Government to consider what 
policy to adopt: otherwise the circulation motion of a Finance Bill 
•could not be accepted. Some of my friends had enquired how 1 could 
•agree to the circulation of a Finance Bill. BiB there is a very import- 
ant difference here : the actual subject on which the tax is levied is 
being objected to by a large section of the House. The objection is 
not to the financial aspect of the thing but to the subject which it is 
proposed to tax. So, in order to decide the policy of the Government, 
this motion for circulation can be accepted. But, Sir, if the House 
think that they are in favour of continuing dog- racing, then certainly 
this Bill may be considered to-day and the tax imposed. I am rather 
confused at the attitude taken up by the Congress Benches to-day, 
because I was under the impression that they were against dog-racing 
but from the speeches and the amendments moved by them I fyul Jhat 
they want that this Bill should be passed to-night so that dog-racing 
may be legalised (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudiiuri: Question, 
question, not at all). My friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri says 
“not at all”. I would ask him to show how if the Bill is taken into 
consideration and passed to-night you can stop it to-morrow without 
amending this Bill. 

Dr. NALINAI^SHA SANYAL: Are you stopping it without the 
Bill. 

Th© Hon’bl© Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN 8ARKER. No, that is not in 
my power. When I find that a considerable section of the House 
want to consider whether they would allow dog-racing to continue or 
4 not, I want to give them time for a month or two but my friends on 
I he Congress Benches are so impatient and they are so enamoured # of 
dog-racing that they want to pass this Bill to-night. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: I hope we will survive this one 
msoth and see what happens. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Have patience 
and you will see. Now, Sir, the attitude of the Government is that 
if dog-racing for some reason or other is allowed, it must be taxed. 
But if dog-rac*ing is not allowed and if it is the intention of the House 
that dog-racing should not be continued then 1 am not very keen to 
push on this Bill and I will withdraw this Bill at once. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Stop it, withdraw it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I am amused to 

hear a new' thing from the Congress Benches to-duy. They were 
requesting me not to pay heed to majority opinion — a new' interpreta- 
tion of democracy indeed ! We should not pay heed to the majority 
opinion in order to force the Bill to-night through the House. 

The .motion of Mr. Abdul Bari that the Bengal Amusements Tax 
(Aine.ndment ) Bill, 1939, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the t?0th April, 1939, was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was tjien adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 17th 
April, 19^9, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


B. G. l’ress— 1 939-40— 1 422 A— 800. 
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